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Regional Acquisition and Assistance Office

	Issuance Date:
	January 2, 20145

	Concept Paper Closing Date/Time:
	January 30, 2015 
3 p.m. Indian local time

	Question Due Date/Time
	January  23, 2014 
3 p.m. Indian local time

	Full Application Closing Date:
	30 days after Full Application Request Date (Estimated mid-Feb)



Subject:	Request for Applications (RFA) Number RFA-OAA-15-000002 Improving Supply Chain Management Systems Project (ISCMS)

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID), through the Mission in India, is seeking proposals from qualified local Indian entities interested in providing the services as described in this solicitation. The government estimate for this award is USD $7-8 million.

The justification for the use of other than full and open competition, which limits competition to the local Indian market for this award has been approved by the Agreement Officer. To be considered a local Indian entity, an Offeror: (1) Is legally organized under the laws of India; (2) Has as its principal place of business or operations in India; (3) Is majority owned by individuals who are citizens or lawful permanent residents of India; and (4) Is managed by a governing body the majority of who are citizens or lawful permanent residents of India. For purposes of this provision, “majority owned” and “managed by” include, without limitation, beneficiary interests and the power, either directly or indirectly, whether exercised or exercisable, to control the election, appointment, or tenure of the organization's managers or a majority of the organization's governing body by any means. 

1. Section I, Funding Opportunity Description;
2. Section II, Award Information;
3. Section III, Eligibility Information;
4. Section IV, Application and Submission Information;
5. Section V, Application Review Information;
6. Section VI, Award and Administration Information;
7. Section VII, Other Information; and
8. Attachments.

Subject to the availability of funds, USAID intends to provide –up to $8,000,000 to be allocated over the 4-year period. Applications must be received by the closing date and time indicated at the top of this cover letter and pursuant to the instructions contained in the RFA. Any questions concerning this RFA must be submitted in writing via email to IndiaRCO@usaid.gov on or before the deadline for receipt of questions stated on the cover letter of this RFA.

This RFA in no way obligates the United States Government (USG) to pay any cost incurred in preparing and submitting your proposal. In addition, the USG reserves the right to reject any and all offerors, if such action is considered in the best interest of the USG. Furthermore, the USG reserves the right to make an award with or without discussions.

Sincerely,




Charles S. “Chuck” Pope  
Regional Agreement Officer			
Director, Regional Office of Acquisition and Assistance 
USAID/India
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SECTION I - FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY

The description of the proposed program is set forth below, covering Background; Objective; and Program Description.

2.  		PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

I. Background 

A. Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A)

In the last two decades, India has made significant progress in RMNCH+A health.  At the national level, the maternal mortality ratio (MMR) has declined from 254 in 2005 to 178 in 2012 – a 30% decline in the last seven years. The mortality rate in children below five years has declined from 74 per 1,000 live births in 2005 to 52 per 1,000 live births in 2012.  However, India’s total fertility rate (TFR) continues to be high at 2.5, and about 30 million couples have an unmet need for contraception.  

The reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health programs that are currently being implemented under the National Health Mission (NHM) address the most common causes of maternal and child deaths. However, the coverage of key interventions has been of variable quality across states.  In order to understand the bottlenecks to improving coverage of the key RMNCH+A interventions, and to identify strategic directions for further acceleration, a Bottleneck Analysis was conducted in December 2012 by the Government of India.  One of the systemic bottlenecks identified was availability of quality essential commodities: drugs, supplies, and equipment.[footnoteRef:1]    [1:  A Strategic Approach to Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A) in India, MOHFW, GOI, January 2013.] 


The Common Review Mission (CRM) reports of the National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) in the last few years have consistently indicated gaps in supply chain management of drugs and other commodities in the states.  The increase in utilization of public health facilities at all levels in the recent past, after NRHM began, has led to an increased demand for pharmaceuticals and other commodities.  There is an urgent need to ensure availability of essential commodities in facilities, and to achieve this, there must be a well-functioning system in place, ensuring that facilities receive all the essential commodities required in a timely manner.  Although there has been a perceived increase in availability of drugs and supplies across various levels of health facilities in the last few years, there is still a substantial challenge in terms of stockouts, oversupply and expiry, caused by lack of inventory control, delays in delivery and procurement, and lack of a robust quality control system.  During the reviews, stockouts were noticed for more than 50% of items in some states, and stockouts lasted for more than six months in some states.  Almost all the states experienced oversupply and undersupply for some items.  Irregular supplies of commodities were found to result from the use of a top-down push system, based on availability of funds and amount procured, rather than on actual demand, as per indent orders received from facilities on a regular schedule.  CRM teams observed an acute need for training storekeepers and pharmacists in inventory management, and training facility managers in making evidence-based demand estimations for drugs and supplies, as well as a need for capacity building to improve store management and district level logistics.  These are among the major concerns in the area of RMNCH+A supply chain management.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Third, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Common Review Mission Reports, MOHFW, GOI] 


B. HIV/AIDS

Despite India’s success in controlling HIV among key, vulnerable, and general populations, the epidemic continues to spread and infect a large number of individuals.  Estimates indicate that nearly 130,000 new infections occur annually.  While the epidemic has stabilized in the southern states, several northern and western states, once considered as low prevalence areas, are now reporting higher HIV prevalence rates.  The 2012 India HIV Estimates Technical Report has identified several coverage gaps, including a large percentage of eligible adults (more than 60%), children and HIV-positive pregnant women without access to antiretroviral therapy (ART) and prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV (PMTCT) services.  Additionally, Behavior Surveillance Surveys and other reports indicate that HIV testing of key populations is less than 50%, and that a vast majority do not use condoms consistently in their sexual acts.  

With an estimated 2.14 million people living with HIV/AIDS, 27 million pregnancies, and over two million members of key and vulnerable population groups, the National AIDS Control Organization (NACO) and the State AIDS Control Societies (SACS) face tremendous challenges in ensuring timely and consistent access to priority HIV/AIDS prevention, care, and treatment commodities.  Managing supply chains for these commodities is a unique challenge, given that HIV treatment requires lifelong therapy.  Stockouts of critical drugs, test kits, condoms, and other products pose serious consequences, including drug resistance, new infections, and even mortality.  

C. Tuberculosis (TB)

In 2010, there were an estimated 2.3 million TB cases in India and 320,000 people died of TB – about 900 deaths each day.  Nearly one in six deaths among adults aged 15–49 in India are due to TB.  More adult women die of TB every year than from peri-partum complications or HIV/AIDS.  TB remains the leading cause of illness and death among individuals living with HIV/AIDS.  Nearly 100,000 cases of MDR-TB are estimated to occur in the country every year, most attributable to prior inadequate treatment. Each MDR-TB case costs more than US$1,666 to diagnose and treat. 

The Joint Monitoring Mission (JMM) of the Revised National Tuberculosis Control Program (RNTCP), conducted in April 2009 and August 2012, identified gaps in the supply chain management of TB drugs.  The JMM team noted expired stocks, shortages and minor stock-outs of loose drugs, such as streptomycin and rifampicin in some states, indicating the need for strengthening inventory management at various levels, as well as reducing procurement lead times.  Lack of adequate training of concerned staff was identified by some JMM teams of April 2009 as one of the causes of logistics shortcomings in the program. [footnoteRef:3]  [3:  RNTCP Joint Monitoring Mission report of April 2009 & August 2012, MOHFW, GOI] 


II. Program goals and objective 

USAID/India intends to award a four-year agreement to an Indian organization to provide comprehensive supply chain management solutions at the national, state, district and facility level.  The awardee will be required to work closely with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW) including the NACO, and the Central TB Division (CTD), and other development partners involved in supply chain management, as well as the USAID/India Mission and its partners, to provide comprehensive technical expertise on supply chain management at the national level and in selected states, including the six states where USAID is the lead development partner for RMNCH+A interventions (Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand and Uttarakhand) and states with highest burden of child deaths such as Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan, along with  HIV/AIDS high prevalence states (Maharashtra and other high prevalence states to be determined in consultation with NACO), and select states for TB.

Goal:  Increase access to priority health services (RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS and TB) by addressing barriers in supply chain management systems. 

Objective:  To ensure timely and consistent availability of quality RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS and TB products and commodities (which includes drugs, contraceptives and supplies).

This will be measured by the following indicators: 

· Average duration of stockouts (in days) for specific priority RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS and TB products and commodities per stock-out episode at service delivery level, in selected states during a specific time period.
Target:  30% reduction from baseline 

· Number of stockout episodes for specific priority RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS and TB products and commodities at service delivery level in selected state during a specific time period. 
Target:  30% reduction from baseline 

· Decrease in the volume of expired stock reported for priority RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS and TB products and commodities in selected states during a specific time period.
Target:  40% reduction at the national level and 70% in selected states from baselines 

III. Program Statement 

The Improving Supply Chain Management Systems (ISCMS) project envisages supporting an Indian organization to provide technical expertise to the MOHFW including the CTD and NACO in strengthening the supply chain management system.  Support to GOI will be provided at the national level and in six states where USAID is the lead development partner for RMNCH+A interventions and states with the highest burden of child deaths such as Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan, along with HIV/AIDS high-prevalence states (Maharashtra and other high prevalence states to be determined in consultation with NACO), and select states for TB.  The ISCMS project is expected to build on existing platforms and systems established by the GOI, state governments and other development partners in supply chain management and not reinvent tools and systems except when a clear need exists for new options.  The project is expected to collaborate and cooperate closely with other development partners, donor organizations and implementing organizations working in the area of supply chain management, and to leverage technical resources for strengthening public sector supply chain management at the national level and in the selected states.  The project is expected to focus on the following areas in strengthening supply chain management systems at the national and state level:
· Public sector human resource capacity development in several key supply chain management functions.
· Strengthening inventory management systems for RMNCH+A, HIV and TB commodities.
· Institutional capacity building in supply chain management to provide sustained technical expertise using Indian resources.  
· Demonstrating adaptation of innovative private sector models to improve delivery of RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS and TB products in the public sector. 

Currently USAID/India is using the USAID/Deliver Project, implemented by John Snow Incorporated (JSI), a USAID Washington based mechanism, to respond to the Government of India’s technical support needs in the interim until the project ends in September 2015.  The awardee will collaborate closely with the USAID/ Deliver Project until September 2015, planning and implementing activities jointly, and will fully assume the technical support activities to MOHFW including NACO, and CTD after the end of the USAID/Deliver Project.  The following are current initiatives of the USAID/Deliver Project:

· A comprehensive assessment of supply chain management systems at the national level, and in two states (Jharkhand and Haryana).
· Supporting the Government of Haryana in developing key supply chain performance indicators for various functions of the supply chain, and helping to evaluate district performance based on these indicators.
· Reviewing the current electronic logistics management information system (eLMIS) developed by the Government of Haryana, and provide suggestions and technical support to improve its operations (e.g. uniform and standardized ordering and re-supply rules featured in the eLMIS, emergency automated ordering points, documentation of standard operating procedures, etc.)
· Conducting a network analysis for the Government of Haryana to review their current distribution system and determine the best options for transportation and additional warehousing needs (if any)
· Supporting the newly created Jharkhand Medical and Health Infrastructure Development and Procurement Corporation Ltd. in Jharkhand to develop its management systems, operating procedures, and operationalize its functions. 
· Reviewing of existing eLMIS programs for inventory control in different states, to optimize approaches to improvements in the logistics management information system and recommend adaptation of specific models or aspects of the models to the states that are in the process of developing eLMIS. 
· Cooperation with Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI) and NACO for implementation of the electronic Inventory Management System (IMS) for centrally procured HIV/AIDS program commodities.
· Supporting NACO in recruiting World Bank supported Procurement and Logistics Coordinators at national, regional and state level.
· Developing standard operating procedures for various supply chain management functions for the states of Haryana, Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, and Himachal Pradesh.
· Capacity development of key supply chain management functionaries in the state of Jharkhand, Haryana, Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh though a supply chain foundation course. 

Building on the inputs listed above, illustrative activities for the ISCMS project include:

i. Support NHM, National AIDS Control Project - IV (NACP - IV), Revised National Tuberculosis Control Program (RNTCP), and selected states to develop and operationalize national and state level strategic plans on supply chain management.
ii. Provide technical support in establishing systems for effective forecasting, procurement, and inventory management functions at the national, state, and district level.
iii. Provide technical support to NHM, NACP - IV, and RNTCP to establish dashboard and performance indicators for supply chain management and to institutionalize periodic supply chain management monitoring and audit systems.
iv. Provide technical support to NHM, NACP - IV, RNTCP, and selected states to prioritize, develop, and adopt, where appropriate, new technology-based solutions for strengthening supply chain management.
v. Support periodic needs assessment of national, state, and facility-level systems and personnel involved in forecasting, procurement, and supply chain management.
vi. Build the knowledge and skills of state and national supply chain human resources to support effective supply chain functions. 
vii. Develop training curricula and systems for training, mentorship support, and periodic experience sharing by staff.
viii. Support development of cadres of trainers using a Training of Trainers (TOT) cascade approach, and provide quality assurance and supportive supervision to ensure that trained cadres can carry out quality training independently.
ix. Develop warehouse management tools and approaches at the national, state and district level.
x. Provide technical support to the Central Procurement Agency at the national level and in selected states, to ensure efficient procurement and consistent availability of key commodities, including developing, testing, and implementing innovative financing options.   

Through these activities, expected outputs include:

i. Increased capacity of supply chain management workers to carry out efficient supply chain management functions at the national, state, district, and facility level.
ii. States, districts, and national governments adopt effective, evidence-based systems for forecasting, procurement, and inventory management of RMNCH+A, HIV and TB commodities.  
iii. States, districts, and national government develop and use supply chain key performance indicators to track supply chain performance, and use data for supply chain decision making.
iv. Improved warehousing, storage, inventory control, and distribution practices at the national, state and district level. 
v. Improved and cost efficient procurement system for essential RMNCH+A, TB and HIV commodities. 

The activities should lead to the following outcomes:

i. Consistent availability of RMNCH+A, HIV and TB commodities at service delivery points in the intervention states.
ii. Reduced stock out rates and duration of stock outs of RMNCH+A, HIV and TB commodities at service delivery points in the intervention states.
iii. Reduced volume of expired RMNCH+A, HIV and TB commodities in the intervention states.
iv. Reduced cost for procuring essential RMNCH+A, TB and HIV commodities. 





IV. Anticipated Results:

The broad results expected from the project are:

Result 1 – Support the GOI and selected state governments to implement robust forecasting, procurement and inventory management systems, including standard operating procedures at all levels to achieve consistent availability of RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS, and TB commodities at service delivery points. 

The initial supply chain management assessment carried out by the USAID/Deliver Project at the national level and in the states of Haryana and Jharkhand, indicates the need to strengthen forecasting, procurement and inventory management systems in states.  In these states, procurement is done based on previous year requirements, that is consumption plus a buffer, irrespective of whether there was full supply during the entire year.  There is no comprehensive document outlining all processes for procurement.  The assessment also indicates a need to develop a systemized approach for forecasting, using logistics data such as consumption, issues, and service statistics.   These are important functions in the supply chain management cycle that need to be systematized, in order to achieve consistent availability of commodities at service delivery points.   

Result 2 – Strengthen capacities of institutions and key individuals to perform efficient supply chain management functions at the national states, and district levels.

The supply chain management assessment carried out by the USAID/Deliver Project indicates a major need to strengthen human resource capacity to ensure effective supply chain management.  There is a significant shortage of staff responsible for commodity management, especially pharmacists.  There is no formal logistics training being provided for existing supply chain management personnel.  In order to have efficient and skilled human resources needed to carry out supply chain management functions, there is a need to create a logistics management unit at the state level to coordinate all supply chain functions and activities.  There is also need to develop standard operating procedures which provide formal guidance on the roles and responsibilities of staff involved in supply chain activities.  Finally there is a need to develop and conduct supply chain management courses for relevant staff at all levels to ensure continuous knowledge and skill updates. 

Result 3 – Establish coordination among donor organizations, development partners and implementing organizations providing support to GOI and state governments in supply chain management for effective collaboration and harmonization of supply chain technical assistance activities to GOI and state governments.    

Currently there are a number of donor organizations, development partners and implementing organizations working in the area of supply chain management for public health commodities, providing support to the GOI and state governments.  There is a need to promote collaboration and coordination among all the stakeholders in supply chain management of public health commodities in the country, to harmonize technical support activities to the GOI and states, and avoid any duplication of efforts.  Such harmonization will also provide opportunities to allow stakeholders to leverage each other’s’ strengths and technical resources.  The USAID/Deliver Project has recently established a Supply Chain Management Technical Coordination Group (SCMTCG) involving many of the donor organizations, development partners and implementing organizations.  The USAID/Deliver Project is serving as a secretariat for the SCMTCG.  The awardee is expected to take on the coordination of the SCMTCG, and to serve as a secretariat to the SCMTCG after the end of USAID/Deliver Project. 

Result 4 – Identify, examine, assess, and scale up in a couple of states, innovative private sector partnership models and innovative financing structures, such as those used successfully in other geographies, that could be effectively applied to increasing distribution of RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS and TB products in public sector in India. 

Through this result the awardee is expected to demonstrate how the strengths of private sector models can be drawn to improve delivery of RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS and TB products at the service delivery points, and demonstrate innovative financing models to reduce prices to the end users.  The awardee is expected to identify, examine and assess private sector supply chain, and distribution models, and innovative financing options that are proved successful locally or in other countries, and operationalize them in a couple of USAID priority states in India. 
USAID Washington has recently launched the Last Mile Partnership with Coca-Cola.  This partnership looks at drawing on Coke's supply chain management strengths to improve delivery of health products, and has already produced positive results in the two pilot countries, namely Tanzania and Ghana.  The awardee could look at models such as these for adaptation in India.  

For innovative financing ideas, the awardee could look at Global Fund’s initiative in partnership with UNITAID, DFID and Roll Back Malaria Partnerships - the Affordable Medicines Facility-malaria (AMFm).  Through this initiative the Global Fund, as host, and manager, has negotiated with drug manufacturers to reduce the price of artemisinin-based combination therapies (ACTs), and requires that sales prices must be the same for both public and private sector first-line buyers.  AMFm Phase 1 is being implemented through nine pilots in eight countries: Cambodia, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Niger, Nigeria, Tanzania (including Zanzibar) and Uganda.  USAID has worked on Oral Rehydration Solution (ORS) and Zinc through the POUZN project, which has looked at a range of promotion activities and supply-side incentives to promote ORS and zinc for diarrhea treatment. The awardee could look at models such as these for innovative financing.   

V. Geographic focus:

The project requires provision of technical and managerial support by the awardee at national, state and district level, to strengthen supply chain management systems for RMNCH+A, HIV and TB commodities, and achieve consistent availability of key commodities at service delivery points.  Currently, USAID is the lead development partner for six states in the area of RMNCH+A: Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, and Delhi.  In addition support to the states with the highest burden of child deaths is envisaged, including Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan. Support has also been extended to states on demand, such as Assam and Maharashtra.  USAID provides technical support for HIV/AIDS interventions in states of Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Kerala, Puducherry, Goa, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Gujarat and Rajasthan.  The awardee is expected to work in these states to strengthen the supply chain management of RMCNH+A and HIV commodities.  The states selected for strengthening supply chain management of TB commodities will be determined in consultation with USAID and CTD at a later stage.  However due to emerging needs of the RMCNH+A, HIV, and TB priorities in the country, the awardee needs to be flexible, to work in other geographic areas as per the requirements of the GOI and the USAID/India Mission.  For state and district-level activities, the specific geographic focus areas will be determined in consultation with the GOI and USAID.  While state and district-level work will support specific target areas, national-level work will have a pan-India influence.  

VI. Partners and expected roles:

Under this project, the awardee in collaboration with other stakeholders is expected to:

· Build sustainable capacity at national, state, and district levels to implement improved supply chain management systems for RMNCH+A, HIV, and TB commodities.
· Facilitate the adoption of effective management and technical systems and processes nationally and within targeted states and districts, and strengthen existing good practices.
· Build on existing platforms and tools created by GOI, state governments, donor organizations, and development partners, creating new systems and tools as needed.
· Collaborate with other donor organizations, development partners, and implementing organizations already working in the supply chain management of public health commodities.
· As needed, develop standard operating procedures and guidelines to address prioritized gaps in forecasting, procurement, and inventory management at national, state, district, and facility levels. 
· Provide need-based support in operationalizing and strengthening procurement agencies established in states and at the national level.
· Promote a systematic collaboration among stakeholder organizations supporting the GOI and states in supply chain management.

VII. Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E)

USAID envisages that activities will utilize results-based management and a logical framework approach for design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and course correction processes.  The logical framework and the Performance Monitoring Plan (PMP), agreed with USAID at the beginning of the activity, will become the basis for monitoring and evaluation, and will help ensure ongoing learning during program implementation.  USAID will monitor progress of the activities regularly, and will evaluate at the midpoint and end of the project, to measure performance and impact.  Results will be measured at various levels to include: inputs, process, outputs, and outcomes.  The awardee will develop a long-term M&E plan, with agreed improvements in outcomes, and annual work-plans to achieve those milestones in consultation with USAID.

The USAID Deliver Project has conducted an assessment of supply chain management system in the six USAID priority states (Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, and Delhi), and stock status assessment only in Jharkhand and Haryana for essential drugs, vaccines, family planning and HIV commodities.  The data from these assessments will serve as a baseline for the project.  Assessments need to be undertaken for additional components that would be covered under the project including additional states, commodities, stock status, and specific supply chain functions. The awardee will be responsible to coordinate the collection of quality, relevant activity data and share the information with USAID on a regular basis.  Through the Performance Monitoring Plan, the awardee will describe the data collection methodology in detail, including evaluation plan, and the generation of reports highlighting key results.  USAID will periodically conduct data quality assessments of the project data. 

VIII. Implementation Plan:

A detailed implementation plan based on the activities identified will be developed by the awardee.  The implementation plan should include activities to be implemented monthly in the first year of the project and a broad timeline and milestones for the life of the project activities.  

In the first year, the awardee will work in close collaboration with the USAID/Deliver Project, implemented by the John Snow, Incorporated (JSI).  The awardee will plan activities in the first year in support of the ongoing USAID/Deliver Project activities, as the awardee will be assuming fully the technical support role of USAID/Deliver Project as it ends in September 2015.   

3. [bookmark: _Toc399407898]AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION AND AWARD ADMINISTRATION

This award is authorized in accordance with the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended. For non-U.S. organizations, the Standard Provisions for Non-U.S., Nongovernmental Recipients will apply.  The 2 CFR 200 and 2 CFR 700 will apply to subawards to U.S. institutions of higher education, hospitals and other non-profit organizations, and to U.S. commercial organizations.

4. [bookmark: _Toc399407899]PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

Any local Indian non-governmental organization (NGO) and for-profit organization meeting the criteria in section III is eligible to apply under this RFA.

5. [bookmark: _Toc399407900]AWARD ADMINISTRATION

For non-U.S. organizations, the Standard Provisions for Non-U.S., Nongovernmental Recipients and the applicable cost principles (2 C.F.R. 200- Uniformed Administrative requirements, Cost Principles and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards in accordance with the joint interim final rule published in the Federal Register on December 19, 2014, and the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Part 31 for for-profit organizations) will apply.

· Code of Regulations (2 CFR Part 200); http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl; (For additional resources see https://cfo.gov/COFAR for Council on Financial Assistance Reform 2 C.F.R. 200: Uniform Guidance)
· Standard Provisions for U.S. Nongovernmental Recipients:
http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/303maa.pdf
[image: ]   Standard Provisions for Non-U.S., Nongovernmental Recipients:  http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/303mab.pdf
[image: ]   Standard Provisions Public International Organizations:  http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/308mab.pdf
· FAR Part 31https://www.acquisition.gov/far/html/FARTOCP31.html
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[bookmark: _bookmark1][bookmark: _Toc399407901]SECTION II – AWARD INFORMATION

1. ESTIMATE OF FUNDS AVAILABLE AND NUMBER OF AWARDS CONTEMPLATED

Subject to the availability of funds, up to USD $8,000,000 is available for awards pursuant to this RFA. USAID expects to award one Cooperative Agreement, ranging from an estimated USD $7 to $8 million for a 4 year activity. However, in exceptional circumstances, these amounts may be adjusted depending on the grant timeframe, the applicant‘s institutional capacity, the geographic scope of the proposed program, and the type and extent of partnership or other teaming arrangements that are proposed. USAID reserves the right to fund any one or none of the applications submitted.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2. [bookmark: _Toc399407902]START DATE AND PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE

Activities pursuant to this RFA will be for a 4 year period. The estimated start date is on or about April 2015.

3. [bookmark: _Toc399407903]TYPE OF AWARD

USAID plans to award Cooperative Agreements pursuant to this RFA.  A Cooperative Agreement allows ―substantial involvement by USAID (active involvement by USAID in certain programmatic elements during performance of the activity).  Anticipated substantial involvement elements for this award are listed below:

· Review and approval of key personnel and changes in key personnel; 
· Approval of annual implementation plans;
· Agency and recipient collaboration and joint participation in implementation, including, but not limited to participation in advisory committees and direction and/or redirection of activities specified in the program description due to SAG priorities and guidance as well as interrelationships with other programs;

· Approval of the Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) Plan;

· The Recipient will work in consultation with the Agreement Officer’s Representative (AOR). The M&E plan will be revised as appropriate on an ongoing basis in collaboration with USAID/India;

· Appropriate review and approval of subawards.




END OF SECTION II
[bookmark: _bookmark2][bookmark: _Toc399407904]SECTION III – ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

1. APPLICANTS

Any local (defined below) non-governmental organizations (NGOs), private voluntary organizations (PVOs), Faith-based and community organizations, and for-profit companies willing to forego profit will be eligible for award under this RFA. In support of the Agency’s interest in fostering a larger assistance base and expanding the number and sustainability of development partners, USAID encourages applications from potential new partners.

a) [bookmark: _Toc399407905]LOCAL PARTNER DEFINITION

A local partner may be an individual or sole proprietorship or a legal entity of any type. To be considered an eligible local partner for the purposes of the intended RFA, the partner must meet the following criteria:

(1) Is legally organized under the laws of India; 
 
(2) Has its principal place of business or operations in India; 
 
(3) Is majority owned by individuals who are citizens or lawful permanent residents of India; and 
 
(4) Is managed by a governing body the majority of who are citizens or lawful permanent residents of India
 
For purposes of this provision, “majority owned” and “managed by” include, without limitation, beneficiary interests and the power, either directly or indirectly, whether exercised or exercisable, to control the election, appointment, or tenure of the organization's managers or a majority of the organization's governing body by any means. 

2. [bookmark: _Toc399407906]COST SHARE/ RESOURCE LEVERAGING

a) COST SHARING

Cost sharing under the proposed award is required to be at least 10% of the total estimated amount and must also be expressed as a dollar figure rather than just a percentage in accordance with ADS 303.3.10.3. Cost sharing is defined in ―Required, as applicable, Standard Provision for non-US Nongovernmental Recipients and may consist of cash or in-kind contributions in accordance with 2 CFR 200.306 but, by definition, may not include USG funds or USG-funded in-kind contributions.  Cost-sharing must be used for the accomplishment of program objectives, and must consist of allowable costs under the applicable USG cost principles (see OMB Circular A-110). Information regarding the proposed cost share, if any, should be included in the SF 424 and the Budget as indicated on those documents.  The cost sharing plan should also be discussed in the Budget Notes to the extent necessary to demonstrate its feasibility and applicability to the program.

b) [bookmark: _Toc399407907]RESOURCE LEVERAGING

This RFA further encourages applicants to leverage resources from both national and government programs and significant resources from the private sector in this program. USAID is looking for innovative, practical approaches to using these resources while promoting the program objectives.  In accordance with ADS 303.3.10.2, leveraging represents all of the non-USAID resources that are expected to be applied to a project.  It may include cost sharing, but may also include resources that third parties bring to the program without necessarily providing them to the recipient. Thus the recipient is not responsible for any leveraging in excess of the agreed-upon cost share.


END OF SECTION III
[bookmark: _bookmark3][bookmark: _Toc399407908]SECTION IV – APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

1. AGENCY POINTS OF CONTACT

Agreement Officer:
Charles S. “Chuck” Pope 
Regional Agreement Officer and			
Director, Regional Office of Acquisition and Assistance 
USAID/India
American Embassy, Shanti Path
Chanakyapuri	
New Delhi, 110021 India
IndiaRCO@usaid.gov

2. [bookmark: _Toc399407910]REQUIRED FORMS

All applicants must submit the application using the SF-424 series, which includes the following:

· SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance - (included in the application package available on grants.gov posted with this RFA):

· SF-424A, Budget Information - Nonconstruction Programs - (included in the application package available on grants.gov posted with this RFA):

· SF-424B, Assurances - Nonconstruction Programs - (included in the application package available on grants.gov posted with this RFA):

The program described in Section I above includes non-construction elements. Therefore, these mandatory forms for non-construction programs must be completed. Costs to non-construction activities should be included on the SF-424A. Copies of these forms are included as part of the application package posted with this RFA on Grants.gov.

3. [bookmark: _Toc399407911]PRE-AWARD CERTIFICATIONS, ASSURANCES AND OTHER STATEMENTS OF THE RECIPIENT

In addition to the certifications that are included in the SF 424, non-U.S. organizations (except as specified below) must provide the following certifications, assurances and other statements.
Complete copies of these Certifications, Assurances, and Other Statements may be found in attachment 1 of this RFA.

a) For U.S. organizations, a signed copy of the mandatory reference, Assurance of Compliance with Laws and Regulations Governing Nondiscrimination in Federally Assisted Programs. This certification applies to Non-US organizations if any part of the program will be undertaken in the United States.

b) A signed copy of the certification and disclosure forms for ―Restrictions on Lobbying (see 22 CFR 227);

c) A signed copy of the ―Certification Regarding Terrorist Funding required by AAPD 04-14;

d) Survey on Ensuring Equal Opportunity for Applicants; and
		
e) Submission of a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) Number.   DUNS number is a nine-digit number established and assigned by Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. (D&B) to uniquely identify business entities. A DUNS number may be obtained from D&B by taking the following steps: 

1. Access the web page: http://www.dnb.com;
2. Click on D-U-N-S Number (at top pf website);
3. Click on ―Request a D-U-N-S Number for doing business with the government (under Are you a government contractor, vendor, or grant recipient?);
4. Click on ―Get a D&B D-U-N-S Number;
5. Follow the instructions. All D-U-N-S related questions should be directed to Dun and Bradstreet.
 	
 Sub recipients are also required to maintain a DUNS number and provide it to the prime  recipient prior to receiving a sub award in accordance with the Centeral Contracting Registration and Universal Identifier Policy (December  2014) found in ADS 303maa (see www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/303mab.pdf).
 
f) Registered in Central Contractor Registration (CCR) unless exempt under 2 CFR
25.110, you as the recipient must maintain the currency of your information in the CCR until you submit the final financial report required under this award ore receive the final payment, whichever is later.  This requires that you review and update the information at least annually after the initial registration and more frequently, if required by changes in your information or another award term.   Central Contractor Registration (CCR) is the U.S. Government Federal repository into which an entity must provide information required for the conduct of business as a recipient. Additional information about registration procedures may be found at the CCR Internet site (currently at http://www.ccr.gov).  Organizations that apply and do not have an exception must ensure they have the necessary processes and systems in place to comply with the reporting requirements of 2 CFR 170 should they receive funding. See Attachment II entitled "Reporting Subawards and Executive Compensation."

4. [bookmark: _Toc399407912]APPLICATION FORMAT GUIDELINES AND ASSUMPTIONS

For the purposes of this RFA, the term ―applicant is used to refer to the prime. The application received by the deadline will be reviewed for responsiveness to the specifications outlined in these guidelines and the application format. Applications that are incomplete or not directly responsive to the terms, conditions, specifications, and clauses of this RFA may be categorized as non-responsive and eliminated from further consideration.

The application shall be submitted electronically in two separate volumes: (a) one original technical and (b) one original cost or business application. The application should be prepared according to the structural format set forth below. Applications must be submitted no later than the date indicated as the deadline for the submission of applications in this RFA and to the location indicated on the cover letter accompanying this RFA.

Applications shall be prepared in English. Applications in any other language shall be treated as non-responsive and eliminated from further consideration.

The application should be specific, complete, and concise. The application should demonstrate the applicant's capabilities and expertise with respect to achieving the goals of this program.

The applicant should retain for its records a full copy of their application to include all accompanying enclosures. Erasures or other changes must be initialed by the person signing the application.



a) [bookmark: _Toc399407913]STEP ONE - CONCEPT PAPER APPLICATION FORMAT

Eligible organizations interested in applying for an award in response to this RFA are invited to submit a program concept paper via e-mail to IndiaRCO@usaid.gov.  In developing the concept paper submission, the applicant should carefully consider all information contained in this RFA and must be within the parameters described in Section I; USAID/India may opt to exclude from further consideration any submission which is not within these parameters. Specifically, the concept paper must conform to the page limits stated below and include the following:

Cover page (1 page) including:

· The RFA number
· The names of the organization(s) involved (with the name of the lead or primary Applicant clearly identified)
· Authorized representative(s) names for the primary Applicant, title or position with the organization and full contact information including mailing address, phone, fax, e-mail and contact person. 
· Type of organization and cost share, if any

Program Concept Paper (not to exceed 3 pages) including:

1. Technical Narrative

· Goals – Describe the goals of the program.
· Define the problem/issues - Explain the specific problem to be addressed, provide analysis of the context that demonstrates understanding of the needs, the complexity of the current situation, and the challenges of programming and/or service provision in the identified geographic states/districts.
· Technical Approach – Describe the technical approach to be used to achieve the goals, in line with USAID’s new strategic direction and assistance approaches, including the types and scale of activities, geographic spread, general sequencing, and roles and responsibilities of partners and stakeholders.
· Describe how activities will capitalize on innovations and link into and complement existing programs. Explain how or why the proposed approach will be more successful or effective than other development approaches and be appropriate to effective scale up. 
· The Application should describe the geographic and audience targeting and targeted behaviors based on epidemiology, local context, and culture. 
· If the Applicant is proposing capacity building of Indian organizations, describe what areas are targeted (i.e. strategic planning, business development, quality assurance, etc.) and how the capacity building will be delivered.
· Sustainability – Describe how ownership, leadership and program management will             build on existing programs and resources and will be sustained, post-USAID funding.
The technical discussion should include proposed partners and arrangements for effective and complimentary operations among partner organizations, including linkages to existing networks, structures, and resources.
· Expected Results – Outline the expected results and how results will be measured (including mechanisms of measurement) for progress, benchmark achievements, and greater sustainability. Results must be measureable on an annual basis as well as over the life of the award.



2. Technical Administrative Capabilities in Proposed Work Area

Describe your organization's technical and administrative capabilities and past experience in conducting programs similar to the one proposed.

3. Budget Summary 

Provide a budget summary which includes, at a minimum, the total funding requested by each year of activity and the cost share contribution (e.g. in cash, in-kind), if any, that may be contributed by the applicant from its own resources or other non-U.S. government sources.  Budgets should be in US dollars (US$), using an exchange rate estimate of 60.00 INR per USD.

Note: If the submitted concept paper exceeds the designated page limit, USAID reserves the right in its sole discretion to take any appropriate action, including, but not limited to, excluding the pages in excess of the limit and eliminating the applicant from the competition.

b) [bookmark: _Toc399407914]STEP TWO: FULL APPLICATION FORMAT

If initial review by USAID/India indicates the concept paper merits further consideration for funding, USAID will request a full application.  The full application must be in English. The full application should reflect full consideration of all the information provided in this RFA.  A full application consists of a Technical Application and Cost Application, as described below.   Please note that a request for a full application does not represent a USAID funding commitment.  Once notified, the applicant shall submit a Technical Application; and a Cost/Business application. Full applications will be due 30 calendar days after USAID sends out the request.

1. [bookmark: _Toc399407915]Technical Application Format:

The technical application (not to exceed 30 pages) shall include: (1) a Cover Page; (2) an Executive Summary; (3) a Program Description; and (4) Attachments/Annexes (Resumes & Letters of Commitment Applications must be on A4 or Letter size 8-1/2 by 11 inch paper, (210mm by 297mm paper), single-spaced, 12- point type or larger, and have at least one inch margins on the top and bottom.

Applicants who include data that they do not want disclosed to the public for any purpose or used by the U.S. Government except for evaluation purposes, should:

i. Mark the title page with the following legend:

"This application includes data that shall not be disclosed outside the U.S. Government and shall not be duplicated, used, or disclosed - in whole or in part - for any purpose other than to evaluate this application. If, however, a grant is awarded to this applicant as a result of - or in connection with - the submission of this data, the U.S. Government shall have the right to duplicate, use, or disclose the data to the extent provided in the resulting grant. This restriction does not limit the
U.S. Government's right to use information contained in this data if it is obtained from another source without restriction. The data subject to this restriction are contained in sheets	;” and

ii. Mark each sheet of data it wishes to restrict with the following Legend: "Use or disclosure of data contained on this sheet is subject to the restriction on the title page of this application."

Cover Page: Containing a Table of Contents listing all page numbers and attachments/annexes; the names of the organizations/institutions involved in the proposed application, with the lead or primary applicant clearly identified. In addition, the Cover Page should include information about a contact person for the prime applicant, including this individual’s name (both typed and his/her signature), title or position with the organization/institution, address, e-mail address, telephone and fax numbers. Also state whether the contact person is the person with authority to enter into agreements for the applicant, and if not, that person should also be listed. This does not count against the page total for technical application.

Program Description:  The Program Description will contain the main parts of the technical application and shall include the following sections:

A.	Executive Summary

The executive summary must summarize the key elements of the Applicant’s technical application, including, but not limited to, the technical approach, management plan, and cost-sharing and /or public-private partnership leveraging, if applicable.

B.	Technical Approach 

The technical approach shall address the following seven areas as described below. Use clear logic to describing the links between the context analysis, program hypothesis, the objectives, methods and anticipated results. 

i. Sound analytical basis for proposed strategies and interventions that are feasible, and demonstrate potential to achieve objectives and expected results 

Successful proposals will demonstrate a clear understanding of the context for achieving project purpose and expected outputs.  The information and material presented must include relevant background information and analysis of the problem, demand for a solution, opportunity or challenge relevant to implementing the project and attaining the results.  

Successful proposals will demonstrate a clear understanding of the national RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS, and TB programs and the key challenges at the national, state and facility levels, with regard to forecasting, procurement and inventory management of RMNCH+A, HIV/AIDS, and TB commodities.  Successful proposals will also assess possible factors resulting in the current and potential SCM challenges in public sector settings, and will present alternatives including private sector approaches to address these. 

ii. Program hypothesis that clearly explains the theory/theories of change

The proposal should provide clear program hypothesis that clearly explains the theory or theories of change that underlie the approach of the proposed innovation. The program hypothesis should describe the link between the proposed activities and their intended impact on the problem, opportunity, challenge, and demand identified in the situation analysis. The proposal should clearly demonstrate the relevance of proposed strategies to the Indian context and provide a judicious mix of proven and innovative approaches to achieve proposed objectives and expected results.  

iii. Clear description of program goals, objectives, outcomes and results

List the goals(s) of the proposed program. Include clear, measureable program objectives that will contribute to achieving the stated goal. Include an explanation of why the stated objectives represent the most appropriate response to the problem, opportunity, and/or challenge presented in the situation analysis. Successful proposals will demonstrate a thorough understanding of each result area and the specific awardee’s inputs and outputs to achieve the results.  

iv. Clear plans for coordination and engagement of the (MOHFW and its NACO and CTD, the private sector, other development partners and stakeholders providing technical support in supply chain management to the MOHFW, the USAID/India Mission, and other USAID Mission-supported projects working in India 

Successful proposals will clearly articulate key stakeholders the awardee intends to coordinate, anticipated challenges in coordination with stakeholders, and how they intend to address these challenges, in order to ensure ownership, maximize synergy, minimize overlap, and achieve timely roll out of the proposed activities.

v. Clear plans for sustainability 

A successful proposal will include a clear plan for sustainability based on sustainability and scale up options for proposed approaches. The plan should briefly mention the possible sustainability challenges and approaches planned for ensuring sustainability.  The proposal will also need to clearly describe what inputs will come from their own resources and staff, which will come from any partner(s), and which will be leveraged from other development partners, stakeholders, MOHFW including NACO and CTD.  

vi. Adequate and appropriate attention to gender 

A successful proposal will clearly mention as to how the awardee intends to address gender equality and gender empowerment approaches, discuss the feasibility of these approaches, and mention how these will be monitored. 

vii. Risk Analysis

Describe the risks associated with the proposed methods that are likely to affect the program outcomes. Include factors that are both within and outside of the Applicant's control. List strategies the Applicant will utilize to reduce risk and ensure proposed results are achieved.

C.	Project Management Approach and Implementation Plan 

The project management approach and implementation plan shall address the following:  

i. Clear and concise summary of: a) what is to be accomplished including specific milestones and targets for each component; and b) the appropriate systems required to monitor outcomes and report to USAID/India.

A successful proposal will provide a management plan that demonstrates a clear, concise summary of what is to be accomplished, by whom, and on what schedule. The management plan will clearly delineate the respective roles, responsibilities, and accountability of the applicant and its partners, including roles and responsibilities of key personnel. 

It is essential that USAID/India be able to monitor and report on its successes on a regular basis. A successful proposal will provide a description of the management systems in place, if applicable and evidence that systems will be put in place to monitor outcomes and report on indicators of success and progress, as well as challenges and barriers with suggested approaches to address these, to USAID/India.

ii.    Evidence of a clear and effective plan to develop and implement management procedures and systems: a) for control of all cooperative agreement resources and activities; and b) to keep USAID/India  accurately and continuously informed of the financial, administrative, human resource, and technical implementation status of the project 

A successful proposal will adequately describe how resources and activities will be tracked and reported to USAID/India.  A successful program will fully elaborate the lines of communication, respective responsibilities, and procedures that will ensure full collaboration and cooperation by the successful awardee.

D. 	Quality of Key Personnel 

Quality of key personnel shall include the following:

i. Appropriateness of the proposed staff plan and positions 

A successful proposal will include a staffing plan that indicates the types of positions, mix of skills, and reporting arrangements that will be followed.  In addition, a successful proposal will include experienced and skilled technical personnel to implement the core interventions.  There should be good balance and interplay between the capacity to manage the project and the capacity to provide effective technical assistance, analytical expertise, and capacity building. The proposal will need to make clear what inputs will come from their own resources and staff, which will come from any sub-partners(s), and which will be leveraged from other development partners and stakeholders, MOHFW and its NACO and CTD, and private sector.  A successful proposal will also articulate the strategy for coordinating, managing, and integrating these technical and managerial staff inputs.  

ii. Professional qualifications, relevant experience, and appropriateness of proposed personnel (Chief of Party, Deputy Chief of Party; other key personnel: Supply Chain Management Advisor, Monitoring and Evaluation Advisor, and Management Information System Advisor) to manage and achieve results. 

Individual team members will be evaluated based primarily upon relevant experience, appropriate technical and managerial skills, and relevant academic or other training.  Relevant experience and technical and managerial skills will receive relatively higher weight than academic training.  Experience working in India or other developing countries is highly desirable.  The leadership positions should demonstrate strong subject knowledge, be results oriented, provide strong strategic and programmatic oversight, be capable of independently managing the project, and demonstrate the ability to create and maintain a high performance team.  Administrative and financial staff should have demonstrated ability to effectively and efficiently start up and maintain complex management support operations. 

Resumes (CVs) for all key personnel will indicate relevant experience and specific technical, educational, and professional accomplishments.  Names of individuals and alternatives for long-term assignments shall be specified for each key personnel assignment.  Key personnel shall be identified, including those of any sub-recipients or consultants.  Key personnel who are proposed will be responsible for overall project implementation, management, coordination, and monitoring. A brief summary on the nature of work that will be undertaken by the Chief of Party and other key personnel should be included in the proposal.  

E.	Institutional Capacity and Past Performance 

Institutional capacity and past performance shall include the following:

i.  	Demonstrated success in implementing and managing outputs and activities similar to those described in the program description, and which achieved significant results 

The capabilities of the applicant should be spelled out clearly.  Information should include the pertinent work experience and representative accomplishments of the firm/institution in developing and conducting activities of the type required under this award.  The proposal shall have supporting verifiable, objective evidence of successful program implementation (e.g. listing of client organizations and previous employers for whom similar or relevant services were provided with names, addresses and contact information).  Relevant documents and reports representative of past work related to this award should be submitted as annexes to the technical proposal. 

ii. Demonstrated responsiveness to past clients regarding ability to adapt to the circumstances of different settings and host county priorities 

Assessment of past performance will focus on the applicants record in conforming to award requirements and to standards of good workmanship; its record of forecasting and controlling costs; applicant’s adherence to award schedules, including administrative aspects of performance; the applicant’s  history of reasonable and cooperative behavior and commitment to customer satisfaction, and demonstrated professional concern for the interest of the customer; and the competency of key personnel who worked on the award. 

2. [bookmark: _Toc399407916]Cost/Business Application Format:

A Cost/Business Application must be submitted separately from the Technical Application. While there is no page limit for this portion, applicants are encouraged to be as concise as possible, but still provide the necessary details.   The cost application shall include completed SF-424 forms and an accompanying budget narrative that provides in detail the total costs for implementation of the program your organization is proposing, other certifications and assurances; other information as may be required by USAID according to its policies and procedures and circumstances pertaining to the specific application.  The budget detail will be required for both the USAID-funded portion of the program and cost share portions, if any, of the program.  If the applicant proposes expending more than $300,000 of USAID funding during a single fiscal year of the award, the applicant must include funds within the budget to award an audit.

i. An overall budget should be included in the Cost/Business Application that provides, in detail to the individual line item, a breakdown of the types of costs anticipated. The types of costs should be organized based on the cost categories in the SF-424. All budgets shall include a sheet relating to the entire 48-month period and separate sheets for each of the five program years. These budgets shall include a breakdown of the costs allocated to targeted geographic areas and any sub-recipient involved in the program, and the breakdown of the financial and in-kind contributions of all such organizations (the applicant can also include separate subrecipient budgets for the sake of clarity). The electronic version of the budgets should be provided in Microsoft Excel format.

ii. Budget notes are required.  These budget notes must provide an accompanying narrative by line item which explains in detail the basis for how the individual line item costs were derived.

iii. The following Section provides guidance on line-item costs.

Salary and Wages - Direct salaries and wages should be proposed in accordance with the organization's personnel policies.

Fringe Benefits - If the organization has a fringe benefit rate that has been approved by an agency of the Government, such rate should be used and evidence of its approval should be provided.  If a fringe benefit rate has not been so approved, the application should propose a rate and explain how the rate was determined.  If the latter is used, the narrative should include a detailed breakdown comprised of all items of fringe benefits (e.g., unemployment insurance, workers compensation, health and life insurance, retirement, etc.) and the costs of each, expressed in dollars and as a percentage of salaries.

Travel and Transportation - The application should indicate the number of trips, domestic and international, and the estimated costs. Specify the origin and destination for each proposed trip, duration of travel, and number of individuals traveling.  Per diem should be based on the applicant's normal travel policies; (applicants may however choose to refer to the Federal Standardized Travel Regulations for cost estimates).

Other Direct Costs - This includes communications, report preparation costs, passports and visas fees, medical exams and inoculations, insurance (other than insurance included in the applicant's fringe benefits), equipment (procurement plan for commodities), branding/marking supplies, etc. The narrative should provide a breakdown and support for all and each other direct costs.

Seminars and Conferences - The application should indicate the subject, venue, and duration of proposed conferences and seminars and their relationship to the objectives of the program, along with estimates of costs.

Training Costs - If there are any training costs to be charged to this Agreement, they must be clearly identified.

Indirect Costs – Indirect rates are not allowed for awards to indigenous organizations (see Implementing Partner Notice IPN 08-006 at http://transition.usaid.gov/in/working_with_us/ipn.html). All indirect costs should be budgeted as direct costs.

In the case of an application where the entity receiving the award is a joint venture, partnership or some other type of group where the proposed applicant is not a legal entity, the Cost Application must include a copy of the legal relationship between the prime applicant and its partners. The application document should include a full discussion of the relationship between the applicant and its partners, including identification of the applicant with which USAID will directly engage for purposes of Agreement administration, the identity of the applicant which will have accounting responsibility, how Agreement effort will be allocated and the express Agreement of the principals thereto to be held jointly and severally liable for the acts or omissions of the other.

iv. The required Certifications, including the SF 424s, should be included with the Cost Application.

v. As written above, the proposed budget should provide separate cost estimates for the management of the program (including program monitoring).  Applicants should minimize their administrative and support costs for managing the project to maximize the funds available for project activities.

vi. The cost/business portion of the application should describe procedures for financial reporting.  Discuss the management information procedure you will employ to ensure accountability for the use of U.S. Government funds. Describe program budgeting, financial and related program reporting procedures.

vii. Indicate if financial commitments were made among partners during the preparation of the application.  Budgets shall indicate the amounts committed to each member of the team. Letters of commitments from partners should be included.

viii. If requested by USAID after submission of applications, the following information on the Applicant’s financial and management status, or that of major sub-recipients will be requested, including:

A. Audited financial statements for the past three years,

B. Organization chart, by-laws, constitution, and articles of incorporation, if applicable,

C. If the applicant has made a certification to USAID that its personnel, procurement and travel policies are compliant with applicable OMB circular and other applicable USAID and Federal regulations, a copy of the certification should be included with the application.  If the certification has not been made to USAID/Washington, the applicant should submit a copy of its personnel (especially regarding salary and wage scales, merit increases, promotions, leave, differentials, etc.), travel and procurement policies, and indicate whether personnel and travel policies and procedures have been reviewed and approved by any agency of the Federal Government.  If so, provide the name, address, and phone number of the cognizant reviewing official.

ix. If applicable, approval of the organization‘s accounting system by a U. S. Government agency including the name, addresses, and telephone number of the cognizant auditor.

x. The Cost/Business Application should also address the applicant’s resources and capacity in the following areas in narrative form:

A. Have adequate financial resources or the ability to obtain such resources as required during the performance of the Agreement;

B. Has the ability to comply with the agreement conditions, taking into account all existing and currently prospective commitments of the applicant, non- governmental and governmental;

C. Has a satisfactory record of performance (only a brief discussion of this issue is required in the cost/business application since past performance is an evaluation factor – the applicant may wish to discuss any notable issues re its record of performance that were not discussed in the technical application);

D. Has a satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics; and

E. Is otherwise qualified and eligible to receive a cooperative agreement under applicable laws and regulations (e.g., EEO).

xi. If requested by USAID after submission of applications, please provide information on the applicant’s financial management status and evidence of responsibility considered necessary in order for the Agreement Officer to make a determination of responsibility.  Please note that a positive responsibility determination is a requirement for award, and all organizations shall be subject to a pre-award survey to verify the information provided and substantiate the determination.

xii. Cost Sharing:  Cost sharing is required, in addition to USAID funds.  Applicants are required to contribute resources from their own, private or local sources for the implementation of this program.  Applicants are therefore required to submit a separate cost-share budget clearly identifying the resources they intend to contribute to the total cost of the resultant agreement.  Cost sharing must be verifiable from the recipient‘s records, is subject to the requirements of the Standard Provision number 21 (required as applicable) for Non-U.S. Nongovernmental Recipients entitled ―Cost Share and can be audited.

xiii. Unnecessarily elaborate applications: unnecessarily elaborate brochures or other presentations beyond those sufficient to present a complete and effective application in response to this RFA are not desired and may be construed as an indication of the applicant's lack of cost consciousness.  Elaborate artwork, expensive paper and bindings, and expensive visual and other presentation aids are neither necessary nor wanted.

5. [bookmark: _Toc399407917]SUBMISSION DEADLINES

Concept Papers and Applications shall be due at the time and date stated on the cover page of this RFA. USAID will determine that any Concept Paper and Application not received by the Agreement Officer by one of the methods specified by the time and date indicated will be late.  Because making an award is critical to USG foreign policy goals, time is important and late applications may not, at the sole discretion of the Agreement Officer, be considered.

6. [bookmark: _Toc399407918]FUNDING RESTRICTIONS

There are no funding restrictions applicable to this RFA at this time.

7. [bookmark: _Toc399407919]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

USAID will accept applications from the qualified entities as defined in Section III of this RFA. The Applicant should follow the instructions set forth herein.  If an applicant does not follow the instructions, the Applicant’s application may be down-graded and may not receive full credit under the applicable evaluation factors, or, at the discretion of the Agreement Officer, be eliminated from the competition. Applications are to be submitted as follows with the subject line stating the RFA number, on the date and time provided on the cover page.

Submit applications electronically via email with up to 10 attachments/annexes (3MB limit) per email compatible with MS Word/Excel environment and include all signature pages in adobe to IndiaRCO@usaid.gov. 

Consistent with ADS 303.3.6.7, applications that are submitted late may be eliminated from the competition.  However, if a late application is evaluated and considered for award, all similarly-situated late applications (in terms of time of receipt) will also be evaluated and considered for award.

8. [bookmark: _Toc399407920]BRANDING STRATEGY AND MARKING PLAN

Pursuant to ADS 303.3.6.2.f and ADS 320.3.1.2, the apparently successful applicant will be requested to submit a Branding Strategy and Marking Plan that will have to be successfully negotiated before a cooperative agreement will be awarded.

These plans shall be prepared in accordance with the guidance in ADS 320.3.1.2, 2 CFR 700.348 and the references therein.  Please note that the Branding Strategy and Marking Plan shall not be included with the original application but shall be provided only after a written request of the Agreement Officer.  

ADS Chapter 320 sections concerning "assistance" apply to this RFA.  ADS Chapter 320 sections concerning "acquisition" do not apply to this RFA. ADS Chapter 320 can be found on the USAID website: http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/320.pdf

A helpful list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about branding and marking can also be found on the USAID website: http://www.usaid.gov/branding/marking_faq.html.




END OF SECTION IV
[bookmark: _bookmark4][bookmark: _Toc399407921]SECTION V - APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

1.	EVALUATION CRITERIA (Concept Paper) 

Concept Papers will be reviewed using the following criteria:

A. The proposed concept directly responds to the areas of interest under this RFA and meets a specific unmet need;

B. The proposed activities will directly lead to the anticipated results and expected  at scale including sustainability beyond grant period;

C. The applicant organization possesses the requisite capacity/capability to implement the proposed activities efficiently; effectively and the degree to which gender consideration have been incorporated;

D. The proposed budget is realistic and consistent with the proposed activities and results.

2. SCORED EVALUATION CRITERIA (Full Application)

The technical application will be evaluated in accordance with the evaluation criteria set forth below and will be evaluated as technically acceptable in each area in order to be eligible for award. An overall rating for the application will be determined using the adjectival rating and the relative weights of the evaluation criteria. The following evaluation criteria will be used at the full application stage to evaluate the applications and make an award decision: 

	Application Criteria
	Relative Weight 

	Technical Approach
	40%

	Project Management Approach & Implementation Plan
	20%

	Quality of Key Personnel
	20%

	Institutional Capacity and Past Performance
	20%

	Total:
	100%



The Technical application will be evaluated and receive ratings in accordance with the table below. 

	Evaluation Ratings

	Rating
	Description

	Exceptional
	Exceeds technical expectations.  Reflects an innovative approach and/or superior understanding of the requirement in a way beneficial to the Government.  Strengths significantly outweigh any weaknesses that may exist.  Any weaknesses are easily correctable, and do not represent any performance risk.  Must not have any significant weaknesses or deficiencies.

	Very Good
	Meets and in many areas exceeds technical expectations.  Reflects a high quality of capabilities and/or understanding of the requirement.   Strengths significantly outweigh any weaknesses or deficiencies that may exist. Any weaknesses or deficiencies are easily correctable

	Satisfactory
	Meets technical expectations.  Reflects sound approach and/or satisfactory understanding of the requirement.  Strengths outweigh any weaknesses or deficiencies. 

	Marginal
	Does not clearly meet technical expectations.  Reflects an uncertain approach and/or incomplete understanding of the requirement. Weaknesses and deficiencies, correctable only with major revisions to the proposal, outweigh any strengths.

	Unacceptable
	Fails to meet specified minimum performance or capability requirements; the application has multiple weaknesses and one or more deficiencies.  Applications with an unacceptable rating are not awardable.



Following the evaluation of the Technical Application, the Cost Application will be evaluated for reasonableness, realism, allowability and allocability.

A. Technical Approach 

i. The extent to which the proposed technical approach and methodology is likely to achieve the stated objectives, program priorities timing, sequencing, monitoring and reporting processes and the general requirements and expectations of this RFA. 

ii. The extent to which the expected program results, illustrative indicators, mid-term milestones/benchmarks, and end-of-project results are realistic and achievable in the context in which the program will be carried out.

B. Project Management Approach and Implementation Plan 

i. Extent to which the proposed management plan includes: what is to be accomplished, specific milestones and targets for each component; the appropriate systems required to monitor outcomes and report to USAID/India; and evidence of a clear and effective plan to develop and implement management procedures and systems.

ii. Extent to which the applicant organization demonstrates the capacity in management, planning and implementation of proposed activities in achieving the expected results of this RFA.

C. Quality of Key Personnel 

Extent to which appropriateness of the proposed staff plan, positions, professional qualifications, relevant experience, and appropriateness of proposed personnel (Chief of Party, Deputy Chief of Party; other key personnel: Supply Chain Management Advisor, Monitoring and Evaluation Advisor and Management Information System Advisor) are managed to achieve results. 

D. Institutional Capacity and Past Performance 

USAID will review past performance in similar or related programs previously implemented and success in program governance, management and administration of similar programs. 

i. Extent to which the applicant demonstrated success in implementing and managing outputs and activities similar to those described in the program description, and which achieved significant results and demonstrated responsiveness to past clients regarding ability to adapt to the circumstances of different settings and host county priorities.



E. Other Factors To Be Considered

If USAID's review of the full application results in a recommendation for funding, then the organization and USAID/India will enter final discussions to ensure all pre-award requirements are met and significant grant terms are negotiated and agreed. The exact details will vary according to the circumstances pertaining to each application; however, the following are common areas that require discussion and agreement prior to award:

i) Payment terms;

ii) Procedures concerning administrative reporting and logistical requirements for the program including training components;

iii) Cost sharing terms, if applicable;

iv) Branding Strategy and Marking Plan; USAID will request and evaluate a branding strategy and marking plan from apparently successful applicants, except in cases where an existing waiver applies; this evaluation will not be part of the competitive evaluation set forth in this section.

v) Other award terms including audit, special provisions, and/or special award conditions.

Cost reasonableness will not be assigned a score but will be evaluated for cost reasonableness, allocability, and allowability. While cost may be a determining factor in the final award(s) decision, the technical merit of applications is substantially more important under this RFA. Consideration will be given to the proposed costs, any Public-Private Alliance leverage, the applicant's understanding of the RFA requirements, and consistency with the technical application.

3. [bookmark: _Toc399407922]BRANDING STRATEGY AND MARKING PLAN

It is a federal statutory and regulatory requirement that all USAID programs, projects, activities, public communications, and commodities that USAID partially or fully funds under a USAID grant or cooperative agreement or other assistance award or subaward must be marked appropriately overseas with the USAID identity according to 2 CFR 700.348 & Section 641, Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended. 

USAID will request and evaluate a branding strategy and marking plan from the apparent successful recipient, except in cases where an existing waiver applies; this evaluation will not be part of the competitive evaluation set forth in this section.  The apparent successful applicant’s proposed Marking Plan may include a request for approval of one or more exceptions to marking requirements. The Agreement Officer is responsible for evaluating and approving the Branding Strategy and a Marking Plan (including any request for exceptions) of the apparently successful applicant, consistent with the provisions ― “Branding Strategy,” “Marking Plan”, contained in Certifications, Assurances, and Other Statement of the Recipient and Solicitation Standard Provisions “Marking and Public Communications Under USIAD-funded Assistance” contained in ADS 303maa, Standard Provisions for Non-U.S. Nongovernmental Recipients, and ADS 303mab, Standard Provisions for Non-U.S. Nongovernmental Organizations, 2 CFR 700.348, and ADS 320, Branding and Marking.  

―Marking Plan and ―Marking of USAID-funded Assistance Awards are contained in AAPD 05-11 and in 2 CFR 700.348. Please note that in contrast to ―exceptions to marking requirements, waivers based on circumstances in the host country must be approved by Mission Directors or other USAID Principal Officers, see 2 CFR 700.348(k).

No award will be made without a USAID approved Branding Strategy and Marking Plan.


4. [bookmark: _Toc399407923]COST SHARE

Cost share under the proposed award is required to be at least 10% of the total estimated amount.

5. [bookmark: _Toc399407924]REVIEW AND EVALUATION PROCESS

Technical applications will be evaluated in accordance with the evaluation criteria set forth above by a Technical Evaluation Committee (TEC) comprised of USAID employees, other U.S. Government representatives and Indian experts.

The cost applications will be evaluated by the Agreement Officer on cost effectiveness and cost realism analysis.  Award will be made to the responsible applicant whose application offers the greatest value based on the criteria specified above. The final award decision is made, while considering the recommendations of the TEC, by the Agreement Officer.

The Agreement Officer is the only individual who may legally commit the U.S. Government to the expenditure of public funds. No costs chargeable to the proposed Agreement may be incurred before receipt of either an Agreement signed by the Agreement Officer or a specific, written authorization from the Agreement Officer.

The required format and content for the application are described in Section IV.	A team of technical  experts  shall  review  and  score  applications  received  in  response  to  this  RFA.
[bookmark: _bookmark5]
Applicants responsive to the requirements of this RFA, that have demonstrated technical skills, experience and the necessary management competence to plan and efficiently execute the activities expected under this program using mutually agreed, international standards of accountability, are eligible to apply.



END OF SECTION V
[bookmark: _Toc399407925]SECTION VI – AWARD AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

1. NOTIFICATION TO APPLICANTS

A notice of award signed by the Agreement Officer is the authorizing document for this RFA. The notice of award will be provided electronically to the applicant’s point of contact listed in the application.

Notification will also be made electronically to unsuccessful applicants pursuant to ADS 303.3.7.1.b.

An award will be made only by the USAID Regional Agreement Officer upon his/her signature to incur costs. He/she will only do so after making a positive responsibility determination that the applicant possesses, or has the ability to obtain, the necessary management competence in planning and carrying out assistance programs and that it will practice mutually agreed upon methods of accountability for funds and other assets provided by USAID.

Prior to issuance of award, some applicants may be required to submit additional information on the organization and key individuals for vetting.  For example, for those organizations that have not had previous grants or cooperative agreements with the US Government, Articles of Incorporation or other documentation which substantiates the legal character of the entity will be requested.  In such cases, issuance of an award is contingent on the timely receipt of the information requested and the successful completion of the vetting process.

The vetting process may include pre-award responsibility determination which will be conducted and will include an examination of the application's budget details to ensure it is a realistic financial expression of the proposed program and does not contain estimated costs which may be unreasonable or unable to be charged under the program. Staff salaries will be considered reasonable to the extent that they are comparable to that paid for similar work in the relevant labor market; salary history will not be used to determine the salary range for a particular job category.

2. [bookmark: _Toc399407926]STANDARD PROVISIONS AND DEVIATIONS

No deviations are currently contemplated to the standard provisions for the cooperative agreement contemplated by this RFA. The standard provisions to be used will be Standard Provisions for Non-U.S. Nongovernmental Recipients.  http://www.usaid.gov/ads/policy/300/303mab

3. [bookmark: _Toc399407927]GENERAL INFORMATION ON REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

The following reports and related requirements will be included in the Cooperative Agreement issued as a result of this RFA: a) Monitoring And Evaluation Plan, b) Annual Implementation Plans, c) Quarterly Progress Reports,  d) Quarterly Financial Reports, e) Annual/Semi-Annual Performance Reports; f) Final Agreement Completion Report;  and g) Miscellaneous Documents

Copies of all required financial reports will be submitted to the AOR at USAID/India.

The recipient shall be responsible to USAID/India for all matters related to the execution of the agreement.  Specifically, the recipient shall report to the Regional Agreement Officer (RAO) and to the Regional Agreement Officer‘s Representative (AOR), within the office of USAID/India, who will be designated by the RAO prior to award.
The recipient will be required to report on indicators related to key objectives as specified in the Program Description.

In addition, the Recipient will provide:

a) [bookmark: _Toc399407928]MONITORING AND EVALUATION PLAN

The recipient is required to have a monitoring and evaluation plan showing how:

· Outcomes will be measured;
· Outcomes will contribute to results;
· Baseline information will be collected; (The USAID Deliver Project has already conducted supply chain management assessments in the priority states which can serve as a baseline data, if any additional information is required the applicant may propose how that information will be collected);
· Methods for mid-term and end of project evaluations.
· Reports to provide activity managers with valid internal assessments of the recipient‘s activities and interventions.

The performance monitoring plan must address the issues set forth above and is due 60 days after award of the cooperative agreement contemplated by this RFA.  It must be approved in writing by the Agreement Officer‘s Representative.  Any modifications to the performance monitoring plan must be submitted in writing to the Agreement Officer‘s Representative and approved in writing by the Agreement Officer‘s Representative.

In order to facilitate the documentation of actual future improvements, baseline values of existing conditions need to be established.  The recipient will work closely with USAID to develop an M&E plan that will include baseline surveys for future impact evaluations.

b) [bookmark: _Toc399407929]ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

The recipient will submit annual implementation plans to the Agreement Officer‘s Representative (AOR), keyed into each US fiscal year of the Cooperative Agreement. The recipient will provide an illustrative annual implementation plan for the first fiscal year of the Cooperative Agreement, which will be finalized in consultation with USAID/India during the first 30 days following the awarding of the agreement.

Subsequent 12-month implementation plans through the end of the agreement will be prepared on a 12-month fiscal year basis (October 1 – September 30) and submitted to the AOR not later than 30 days before the close of each preceding fiscal year, e.g. August 31.  USAID will have 15 days to provide comments.  The annual implementation plan will not be considered complete until it has been accepted in writing by the AOR.

1. [bookmark: _Toc399407930]Contents

The implementation plan will describe activities to be conducted at a greater level of detail than the agreement Program Description, but shall be cross-referenced with the applicable sections in the agreement Program Description.

All implementation plan activities must be within the scope of the agreement. Implementation plan activities shall not alter the agreement Program Description or terms and conditions in any way; such changes may only be approved by the Agreement Officer, in advance and in writing. Thereafter, if there are inconsistencies between the implementation plan and the agreement Program Description or other terms and conditions of this agreement, the latter will take precedent over the implementation plan.

2. [bookmark: _Toc399407931]Distribution

	Copies of the final implementation plans will be distributed as follows: one copy to the AOR, and one copy to the Agreement Officer.

3. [bookmark: _Toc399407932]Revisions

In the event that revisions to the annual implementation plans are necessary, the recipient shall submit a revised implementation plan or a modification to the implementation plan in writing. The modification or revision will not be effective until it has been approved by the AOR in writing.

c) [bookmark: _Toc399407933]QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORTS

The recipient shall submit quarterly performance reports to the USAID/India AOR to reflect results and activities of each preceding quarter. Reports are to be submitted within 10 days of the end of each quarter that is, Dec 31, March 31, June 30, and September 30 as follows: one copy to the AOR and one copy to the Agreement Officer.

These reports will be used by USAID/India to fulfill electronic reporting requirements to DSD, USAID/Washington and the Office of the Global AIDS Coordinator (OGAC); consequently, they need to conform to certain requirements.

The report shall describe progress made during the reporting period and assess overall progress to that date versus agreed upon indicators including the agreement-level outputs achieved, using the agreement-level performance indicators established in the annual implementation plan for that quarter. The reports shall also describe the accomplishments of the recipient and the progress made during the past quarter and shall include information on all activities, both ongoing and completed during that quarter.

The quarterly reports shall highlight any issues or problems that are affecting the delivery or timing of services provided by the recipient. The reports will include financial information on the expense incurred, available funding for the remainder of the activity and any variances from planned expenditures.

d) [bookmark: _Toc399407934]QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

Quarterly financial reports shall be in accordance SF 425 reporting requirements.  The recipient will submit to the USAID/India AOR a quarterly financial report within 30 days after the end of the recipient’s first fiscal year quarter, and quarterly thereafter.

e) [bookmark: _Toc399407935]ANNUAL/SEMI-ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORTS
 (APR & S/APR)

Twice yearly, the recipient will be required to prepare and submit performance reports reflecting more detailed data on achievements and targets.  Due dates for these reports are on or about May 1st and October 31st.

f) [bookmark: _Toc399407936]FINAL AGREEMENT COMPLETION REPORT

The recipient shall prepare and submit three copies of a final/completion report to the AOR which summarizes the accomplishments of this agreement, methods of work used, budget and disbursement activity, and recommendations regarding unfinished work and/or program continuation.  The final/completion report shall also contain an index of all reports and information products produced under this agreement. The report shall be submitted no later than 90 days following the estimated completion date of the agreement.

g) [bookmark: _Toc399407937]ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE

1. GENERAL

i. The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, Section 117 requires that the impact of USAID’s activities on the environment be considered and that USAID include environmental sustainability as a central consideration in designing and carrying out its development programs. This mandate is codified in Federal Regulations (22 CFR 216) and in USAID‘s Automated Directives System (ADS) Parts 201.5.10g and 204 (http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/200/), which, in part, require that the potential environmental impacts of USAID-financed activities are identified prior to a final decision to proceed and that appropriate environmental safeguards are adopted for all activities.  The Recipient’s environmental compliance obligations under these regulations and procedures are specified in the following paragraphs of this Request for Applications.

ii. In addition, the applicant/recipient must comply with host country environmental regulations unless otherwise directed in writing by USAID.  In case of conflict between host country and USAID regulations, the latter shall govern.

iii. No activity funded under this Cooperative Agreement will be implemented unless an environmental threshold determination, as defined by 22 CFR 216, has been reached for that activity, as documented in a Request for Categorical Exclusion (RCE), Initial Environmental Examination (IEE), or Environmental Assessment (EA) duly signed by the Bureau Environmental Officer (BEO). (Hereinafter, such documents are described as ―approved Regulation 216 environmental documentation.)

2. [bookmark: _Toc399407938]COMPLIANCE WITH THE IEE

An Initial Environmental Examination (IEE) has been approved for the Activity funding the cooperative agreement(s) expected as a result of this RFA. The IEE covers activities expected to be implemented under this award. USAID has determined that a Negative Determination with conditions applies to one or more of the proposed activities. This indicates that if these activities are implemented subject to the specified conditions, they are expected to have no significant adverse effect on the environment. The recipient shall be responsible for implementing all IEE conditions pertaining to activities to be funded under this RFA.

i. [bookmark: _Toc399407939]Implementation Plans

1. As part of its initial Work Plan, and all Annual Work Plans thereafter, the recipient, in collaboration with the USAID AOR and Mission Environmental Officer or Bureau Environmental Officer, as appropriate, shall review all ongoing and planned activities under this grant to determine if they are within the scope of the approved Regulation 216 environmental documentation.
2. If the Recipient plans any new activities outside the scope of the approved Regulation 216 environmental documentation, it shall prepare an amendment to the documentation for USAID review and approval. No such new activities shall be undertaken prior to receiving written USAID approval of environmental documentation amendments.

3. Any ongoing activities found to be outside the scope of the approved Regulation 216 environmental documentation shall be halted until an amendment to the documentation is submitted and written approval is received from USAID.

ii. [bookmark: _Toc399407940]Mitigation Measures and Monitoring

When the approved Regulation 216 documentation is (1) an IEE that contains one or more Negative Determinations with conditions and/or (2) an EA, the recipient shall:

1. Unless the approved Regulation 216 documentation contains a complete environmental mitigation and monitoring plan (EMMP) or a project mitigation and monitoring (M&M) plan, the recipient shall prepare an EMMP or M&M Plan describing how the recipient will, in specific terms, implement all IEE and/or EA conditions that apply to proposed project activities within the scope of the award. The EMMP or M&M Plan shall include monitoring the implementation of the conditions and their effectiveness.

2. Integrate a completed EMMP or M&M Plan into the initial work plan.

3. Integrate an EMMP or M&M Plan into subsequent Annual Work Plans, making any necessary adjustments to activity implementation in order to minimize adverse impacts to the environment.

h) [bookmark: _Toc399407941]USAID DISABILITY POLICY

The following provision is incorporated into this RFA.

[bookmark: _Toc399407942]USAID DISABILITY POLICY - ASSISTANCE (DECEMBER 2004)

1. The objectives of the USAID Disability Policy are (1) to enhance the attainment of United States foreign assistance program goals by promoting the participation and equalization of opportunities of individuals with disabilities in USAID policy, country and sector strategies, activity designs and implementation; (2) to increase awareness of issues of people with disabilities both within USAID programs and in host countries; (3) to engage other U.S. government agencies, host country counterparts, governments, implementing organizations and other donors in fostering a climate of nondiscrimination against people with disabilities; and (4) to support international advocacy for people with disabilities. The full text of the policy paper can be found at the following website: http://pdf.dec.org/pdf_docs/PDABQ631.pdf

2. USAID therefore requires that the recipient not discriminate against people with disabilities in the implementation of USAID funded programs and that it make every effort to comply with the objectives of the USAID Disability Policy in performing the program under this grant or cooperative agreement. To that end and to the extent it can accomplish this goal within the scope of the program objectives, the recipient should demonstrate a comprehensive and consistent approach for including men, women and children with disabilities.





END OF SECTION VI
[bookmark: _Toc399407944]SECTION VII – OTHER INFORMATION

a) POLICY AND PROCEDURE

1. USAID Automated Directive System (ADS), Chapter 303, contains USAID policy and procedures concerning "Grants and Cooperative Agreements to Non-governmental Organizations" and is available on our agency website:  http://www.usaid.qov/policy/ads/300/303.pdf.

Awards will include language prohibiting transactions with, and the provision of resources and support to, individuals and organizations associated with terrorism; the same will be required in all subawards.

As further detailed in ADS 303, awards will be administered as follows:

Awards to non-US organizations: in accordance with USAID Standard Provisions for Non-US, Non-Governmental Organizations.

Copies of referenced documents may be found via USAID ADS Chapter 303, including links to other websites. Copies of the referenced documents may also be requested from the points of contact listed in this RFA.

2. A grant application will not be viewed as more desirable over another simply because it has a higher budget or covers more geographic areas. Programs with modest scope and budget, which are viewed as having a strong potential for positive impact and results, are preferred over more expensive, less effective programs.

It is possible that an application recommended for funding does not actually result in an award, due to insufficient availability of funding, or because the organization is deemed not sufficiently capable of managing a USAID grant, or for other reason(s) which will be provided to the applicant.

A decision not to fund a program may occur at any phase of the evaluation process. No program expenditures will be paid by USAID/India, except those covered in an award signed by the USAID Agreement Officer. USAID reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications received.

b) [bookmark: _Toc399407945]BRANDING STRATEGY - ASSISTANCE (June 2012)

1. Applicants recommended for an assistance award shall submit and negotiate a "Branding Strategy," describing how the program, project, or activity is named and positioned, and how it is promoted and communicated to beneficiaries and host country citizens.

2. The request for a Branding Strategy, by the Agreement Officer from the applicant, confers no rights to the Applicant and constitutes no USAID commitment to an award

3. Failure to submit and negotiate a Branding Strategy within the time frame specified by the Agreement Officer will make the applicant ineligible for an award.

4. The Applicant shall include all estimated costs associated with branding and marking USAID programs, such as plaques, stickers, banners, press events, materials, and so forth, in the budget portion of the application.  These costs are subject to the revision and negotiation with the Agreement Officer and will be incorporated into the Total Estimated Amount of the grant, CA or other assistance instrument.

5. The Branding Strategy shall include, at a minimum, all of the following:

a. All estimated costs associated with branding and marking USAID programs, such as plaques, stickers, banners, press events, materials, and so forth.

b. The intended name of the program, project, or activity.

(i) USAID prefers to have the “USAID Identity,” comprised of the USAID logo and brandmark, with the tagline “from the American people” as found on the USAID Web site at http://transition.usaid.gov/branding, included as part of the program or project name. 

(ii) USAID prefers local language translations of the phrase “made possible by (or with) the generous support of the American People” next to the USAID Identity when acknowledging contributions.

(iii) It is acceptable to cobrand the title with the USAID Identity and the applicant's identity.

(iv) If branding in the above manner is inappropriate or not possible, the applicant shall explain how USAID's involvement will be showcased during publicity for the program or project.

(v) USAID prefers to fund projects that do not have a separate logo or identity that competes with the USAID Identity.  If there is a plan to develop a separate logo to consistently identify this program, the Applicant shall attach a copy of the proposed logos.

c. The intended primary and secondary audiences for this project or program, including direct beneficiaries and any special target segments.

d. Planned communication or program materials used to explain or market the program to beneficiaries. 

(i) Describe the main program message.

(ii) Provide plans for training materials, posters, pamphlets, public service announcement, billboards, websites, and so forth, as appropriate.

(iii) Provide any plans to announce and promote publicly this program or project to host country citizens, such as media releases, press conferences, public events, and so forth.  Applicant shall incorporate the USAID Identity and the message, “USAID is from the American People.”

(iv) Provide any additional ideas to increase awareness that the American people support this project or program.

e. Information on any direct involvement from host-country government or ministry, including any planned acknowledgement of the host-country government.

f. Any other groups whose logo or identity the Applicant will use on program materials and related materials.  Indicate if they are a donor or why they will be visibly acknowledged, and if they will receive the same prominence as USAID

6. The Agreement Officer will consider the Branding Strategy's adequacy in the award criteria.  The Branding Strategy will be reviewed to ensure the above information is adequately included and consistent with the stated objectives of the award, the applicant's cost data submissions, and the performance plan.  

7. If the Applicant receives an assistance award, the Branding Strategy will be included in and made part of the resulting CA.

c) [bookmark: _Toc399407946]MARKING PLAN – ASSISTANCE (June 2012)

1. Applicants recommended for an assistance award shall submit and negotiate a “Marking Plan,” detailing the public communications, commodities, and program materials, and other items that will visibly bear the “USAID Identity,” which comprises of the USAID logo and brandmark, with the tagline “from the American people.” The USAID Identity is the official marking for the Agency, and is found on the USAID Web site at http://transition.usaid.gov/branding.

2. The request for a Marking Plan, by the Agreement Officer from the Applicant, confers no rights to the applicant and constitutes no USAID commitment to an award.

3. Failure to submit and negotiate a Marking Plan within the time frame specified by the Agreement Officer will make the applicant ineligible for an award.

4. The applicant shall include all estimated costs associated with branding and marking USAID programs, such as plaques, stickers, banners, press events, materials, and so forth, in the budget portion of the application.  These costs are subject to the revision and negotiation with the Agreement Officer and will be incorporated into the Total Estimated Amount of the grant, CA or other assistance instrument.

5. The Marking Plan shall include all of the following:

a. A description of the public communications, commodities, and program materials that the applicant plans to produce and which will bear the USAID Identity as part of the award, including:

(i) Program, project, or activity sites funded by USAID, including visible infrastructure projects or other sites physical in nature; 

(ii) Technical assistance, studies, reports, papers, publications, audio-visual productions, public service announcements, websites/internet activities, promotional, informational, media, or communications products funded by USAID;

(iii)  Commodities, equipment, supplies, and other materials funded by USAID, including commodities or equipment provided under humanitarian assistance or disaster relief programs; and

(iv)  It is acceptable to cobrand the title with the USAID Identity and the Applicant's identity.

(v) Events financed by USAID, such as training courses, conferences, seminars, exhibitions, fairs, workshops, press conferences and other public activities.  If the USAID Identity cannot be displayed, the recipient is encouraged to otherwise acknowledge USAID and the support of the American people.
b. A table on the program deliverables with the following details:

(i) The program deliverables that the applicant plans to mark with the USAID Identity;

(ii) The type of marking and what materials the applicant will use to mark the program deliverables; 

(iii) When in the performance period the applicant will mark the program deliverables, and where the applicant will place the marking;

(iv) What program deliverables the Applicant does not plan to mark with the USAID Identity, and

(v) The rationale for not marking program deliverables.

c. Any requests for an exemption from USAID marking requirements, and an explanation of why the exemption would apply. The applicant may request an exemption if USAID marking requirements would:

(i) Compromise the intrinsic independence or neutrality of a program or materials where independence or neutrality is an inherent aspect of the program and materials.  The Applicant shall identify the USAID Development Objective, Interim Result, or program goal furthered by an appearance of neutrality, or state why an aspect of the award is presumptively neutral.  Identify by category or deliverable item, examples of material for which an exemption is sought.

(ii) Diminish the credibility of audits, reports, analyses, studies, or policy recommendations whose data or findings shall be seen as independent.  The Applicant shall explain why each particular deliverable shall be seen as credible.

(iii) Undercut host-country government “ownership” of constitutions, laws, regulations, policies, studies, assessments, reports, publications, surveys or audits, public service announcements, or other communications.  The applicant shall explain why each particular item or product is better positioned as host-country government item or product.

(iv) Impair the functionality of an item.  The Applicant shall explain how marking the item or commodity would impair its functionality.

(v) Incur substantial costs or be impractical. The Applicant shall explain why marking would not be cost beneficial or practical.

(vi) Offend local cultural or social norms, or be considered inappropriate.  The Applicant shall identify the relevant norm, and explain why marking would violate that norm or otherwise be inappropriate.

(vii) Conflict with international law.  The Applicant shall identify the applicable international law violated by the marking.

6. The Agreement Officer will consider the Marking Plan's adequacy and reasonableness in the award criteria, and will approve and disapprove any exemption requests.  The Marking Plan will be reviewed to ensure the above information is adequately included and consistent with the stated objectives of the award, the applicant's cost data submissions, and the Performance Plan.  

7. If the applicant receives an assistance award, the Marking Plan, including any approved exemptions, will be included in and made part of the resulting grant or CA, and will apply for the term of the award unless provided otherwise.

4. [bookmark: _Toc399407947]MARKING AND PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS UNDER USAID-FUNDED ASSISTANCE (December 2014)

a) Definitions

Commodities mean any material, article, supply, goods or equipment, excluding recipient offices, vehicles, and non-deliverable items for recipient‘s internal use, in administration of the USAID funded grant, cooperative agreement, or other agreement or sub-agreement.

Principal Officer means the most senior officer in a USAID Operating Unit in the field, e.g., USAID Mission Director or USAID Representative. For global programs managed from Washington but executed across many countries, such as disaster relief and assistance to internally displaced persons, humanitarian emergencies or immediate post conflict and political crisis response, the cognizant Principal Officer may be an Office Director, for example, the Directors of USAID/W/Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance and Office of Transition Initiatives.

For non-presence countries, the cognizant Principal Officer is the Senior USAID officer in a regional USAID Operating Unit responsible for the non-presence country, or in the absence of such a responsible operating unit, the Principal U.S Diplomatic Officer in the non-presence country exercising delegated authority from USAID.

Programs mean an organized set of activities and allocation of resources directed toward a common purpose, objective, or goal undertaken or proposed by an organization to carry out the responsibilities assigned to it.

Projects include all the marginal costs of inputs (including the proposed investment) technically required to produce a discrete marketable output or a desired result (for example, services from a fully functional water/sewage treatment facility).

Public communications are documents and messages intended for distribution to audiences external to the recipient‘s organization. They include, but are not limited to, correspondence, publications, studies, reports, audio visual productions, and other informational products; applications, forms, press and promotional materials used in connection with USAID funded programs, projects or activities, including signage and plaques; Web sites/Internet activities; and events such as training courses, conferences, seminars, press conferences and so forth.

Subrecipient means any person or government (including cooperating country government) department, agency, establishment, or for profit or nonprofit organization that receives a USAID subaward, as defined in 22 C.F.R. 226.2.

Technical Assistance means the provision of funds, goods, services, or other foreign assistance, such as loan guarantees or food for work, to developing countries and other USAID recipients, and through such recipients to subrecipients, in direct support of a development objective – as opposed to the internal management of the foreign assistance program.

USAID Identity (Identity) means the official marking for the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), comprised of the USAID logo or seal and new brandmark, with the tagline that clearly communicates that our assistance is ―from the American people.‖ The USAID Identity is available on the USAID website at www.usaid.gov/branding and USAID provides it without royalty, license, or other fee to recipients of USAID-funded grants, or cooperative agreements, or other assistance awards.

b) Marking of Program Deliverables

1. All recipients must mark appropriately all overseas programs, projects, activities, public communications, and commodities partially or fully funded by a USAID grant or cooperative agreement or other assistance award or subaward with the USAID Identity, of a size and prominence equivalent to or greater than the recipient’s, other donor’s, or any other third party’s identity or logo.  The USAID Identity (including any required presidential initiative or related identity) is available on the USAID Web site at www.usaid.gov.  

2. The Recipient will mark all program, project, or activity sites funded by USAID, including visible infrastructure projects (for example, roads, bridges, buildings) or other programs, projects, or activities that are physical in nature (for example, agriculture, forestry, water management) with the USAID Identity. The Recipient should erect temporary signs or plaques early in the construction or implementation phase. When construction or implementation is complete, the Recipient must install a permanent, durable sign, plaque or other marking.

3. The Recipient will mark technical assistance, studies, reports, papers, publications, audio-visual productions, public service announcements, Web sites/Internet activities and other promotional, informational, media, or communications products funded by USAID with the USAID Identity.

4. The Recipient will appropriately mark events financed by USAID, such as training courses, conferences, seminars, exhibitions, fairs, workshops, press conferences and other public activities, with the USAID Identity. Unless directly prohibited and as appropriate to the surroundings, recipients should display additional materials, such as signs and banners, with the USAID Identity. In circumstances in which the USAID Identity cannot be displayed visually, the recipient is encouraged otherwise to acknowledge USAID and the American people’s support.

5. The Recipient will mark all commodities financed by USAID, including commodities or equipment provided under humanitarian assistance or disaster relief programs, and all other equipment, supplies, and other materials funded by USAID, and their export packaging with the USAID Identity.

6. The Agreement Officer may require the USAID identity to be larger and more prominent if it is the majority donor, or to require that a cooperating country government‘s identity be larger and more prominent if circumstances warrant, and as appropriate depending on the audience, program goals, and materials produced.

7. The Agreement Officer may require marking with the USAID Identity in the event that the recipient does not choose to mark with its own identity or logo.

8. The Agreement Officer may require a pre-production review of USAID- funded public communications and program materials used in connection with USAID-funded programs, projects, or activities, for compliance with the approved Marking Plan.

9. The recipient is encouraged to give public notice of the receipt of this award and announce progress and accomplishments.  The recipient must provide copies of notices or announcements to the Agreement Officer’s Representative (AOR) and to USAID’s Office o Legislative and Public Affairs in advance of release, as practicable.  Press releases or otherpublic notices must include a statement substantially as follows:

  “The U.S. Agency for International development administers the U.S. foreign                 assistance program providing economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 80 countries worldwide.”

10. Subrecipients. To ensure that the marking requirements ―flow down'' to subrecipients of subawards, recipients of USAID funded grants and cooperative agreements or other assistance awards will include the USAID-approved marking provision in any USAID funded subaward, as follows:

“As a condition of receipt of this subaward, marking with the USAID Identity of a size and prominence equivalent to or greater than the recipient’s, subrecipient’s, other donor’s or third party’s is required. In the event the recipient chooses not to require marking with its own identity or logo by the subrecipient, USAID may, at its discretion, require marking by the subrecipient with the USAID Identity.”

11. Any ‗public communications, as defined in 2 C.F.R. 700.348, funded by USAID, in which the content has not been approved by USAID, must contain the following disclaimer:

“This study/report/audio/visual/other information/media product (specify) is
made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International [insert recipient name] and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.”

12. The recipient will provide the Agreement Officer‘s Representative (AOR) or other USAID personnel designated in the grant or cooperative agreement with two copies of all program and communications materials produced under the award. In addition, the recipient will submit one electronic or one hard copy of all final documents to USAID’s Development Experience Clearinghouse.

c) Implementation of marking requirements.

1. When the grant or cooperative agreement contains an approved Marking Plan, the recipient will implement the requirements of this provision following the approved Marking Plan.

2. When the grant or cooperative agreement does not contain an approved Marking Plan, the recipient will propose and submit a plan for implementing the requirements of this provision within 60 days after the effective date of this provision. The plan will include:

i) A description of the program deliverables specified in paragraph (b) of this provision that the recipient will produce as a part of the grant or cooperative agreement and which will visibly bear the USAID Identity.
ii) the type of marking and what materials the applicant uses to mark the program deliverables with the USAID Identity,
iii) when in the performance period the applicant will mark the program deliverables, and where the applicant will place the marking,

3. The recipient may request program deliverables not be marked with the USAID Identity by identifying the program deliverables and providing a rationale for not marking these program deliverables. Program deliverables may be exempted from USAID marking requirements when:

i) USAID marking requirements would compromise the intrinsic independence or neutrality of a program or materials where independence or neutrality is an inherent aspect of the program and materials;
ii) USAID marking requirements would diminish the credibility of audits, reports, analyses, studies, or policy recommendations whose data or findings must be seen as independent;
iii) USAID marking requirements would undercut host-country government
―ownership of constitutions, laws, regulations, policies, studies, assessments, reports, publications, surveys or audits, public service announcements, or other communications better positioned as ―by or ―from‖ a cooperating country ministry or government official;
iv) USAID marking requirements would impair the functionality of an item;
v) USAID marking requirements would incur substantial costs or be impractical
vi) USAID marking requirements would offend local cultural or social norms, or be considered inappropriate;
vii) USAID marking requirements would conflict with international law.

4. The proposed plan for implementing the requirements of this provision, including any proposed exemptions, will be negotiated within the time specified by the Agreement Officer after receipt of the proposed plan. Failure to negotiate an approved plan with the time specified by the Agreement Officer may be considered as noncompliance with the requirements is provision.

d) Waivers.

1. The recipient may request a waiver of the Marking Plan or of the marking requirements of this provision, in whole or in part, for each program, project, activity, public communication or commodity, or, in exceptional circumstances, for a region or country, when USAID required marking would pose compelling political, safety, or security concerns, or when marking would have an adverse impact in the cooperating country. The recipient will submit the request through the Agreement Officer‘s Representative. The Principal Officer is responsible for approvals or disapprovals of waiver requests.

2. The request will describe the compelling political, safety, security concerns, or adverse impact that require a waiver, detail the circumstances and rationale for the waiver, detail the specific requirements to be waived, the specific portion of the Marking Plan to be waived, or specific marking to be waived, and include a description of how program materials will be marked (if at all) if the USAID Identity is removed. The request should also provide a rationale for any use of recipient‘s own identity/logo or that of a third party on materials that will be subject to the waiver.

3. Approved waivers are not limited in duration but are subject to Principal Officer review at any time, due to changed circumstances.

4. Approved waivers ―flow down‖ to recipients of subawards unless specified otherwise. The waiver may also include the removal of USAID markings already affixed, if circumstances warrant.

5. Determinations regarding waiver requests are subject to appeal to the Principal Officer‘s cognizant Assistant Administrator. The recipient may appeal by submitting a written request to reconsider the Principal Officer‘s waiver determination to the cognizant Assistant Administrator.

e) Non-retroactivity. 

The requirements of this provision do not apply to any materials, events, or commodities produced prior to January 2, 2006. The requirements of this provision do not apply to program, project, or activity sites funded by USAID, including visible infrastructure projects (for example, roads, bridges, buildings) or other programs, projects, or activities that are physical in nature (for example, agriculture, forestry, water management) where the construction and implementation of these are complete prior to January 2, 2006 and the period of the grant does not extend past January 2, 2006.

5. [bookmark: _Toc399407948]PROHIBITION ON THE PROMOTION OR ADVOCACY OF THE LEGALIZATION OR PRACTICE OF PROSTITUTION OR SEX TRAFFICKING (ASSISTANCE) (APRIL 2010) Assistance Provisions – Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Non-Exempt Public International Organizations (PIOs) [AAPD 05-04 Amendment 3 April 13, 2010]
a) The U.S. Government is opposed to prostitution and related activities, which are inherently harmful and dehumanizing, and contribute to the phenomenon of trafficking in persons. None of the funds made available under this agreement may be used to promote or advocate the legalization or practice of prostitution or sex trafficking. Nothing in the preceding sentence shall be construed to preclude the provision to individuals of palliative care, treatment, or post exposure pharmaceutical prophylaxis, and necessary pharmaceuticals and commodities, including test kits, condoms, and, when proven effective, microbicides.

b)(1) Except as provided in (b)(2) and (b)(3), by accepting this award or any subaward, a nongovernmental organization or public international organization awardee/subawardee agrees that it is opposed to the practices of prostitution and sex trafficking because of the psychological and physical risks they pose for women, men, and children.

b)(2) The following organizations are exempt from (b)(1): the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria; the World Health Organization; the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative; and any United Nations agency.

b)(3) Recipients  and sub-recipients are exempt from (b)(1) if the award or subaward is for commercial items and services as defined in FAR 2.101, such as pharmaceuticals, medical supplies, logistics support, data management, and freight forwarding.

b)(4) Notwithstanding section (b)(3), not exempt from (b)(1) are recipients  and sub- recipients that implement HIV/AIDS programs under this assistance award and any subaward by:

i) providing supplies or services directly to the final populations receiving such supplies or services in host countries;

ii) providing technical assistance and training directly to host country individuals or entities on the provision of supplies or services to the final populations receiving such supplies and services; or

iii) providing the types of services listed in FAR 37.203(b)(1)-(6) that involve giving advice about substantive policies of a recipient, giving advice regarding the activities referenced in (i) and (ii), or making decisions or functioning in a recipient‘s chain of command (e.g., providing managerial or supervisory services approving financial transactions, personnel actions).

c) The following definitions apply for purposes of this provision:

―Commercial sex act‖ means any sex act on account of which anything of value is given to or received by any person.

―Prostitution‖ means procuring or providing any commercial sex act and the ―practice of prostitution‖ has the same meaning.

―Sex trafficking‖ means the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act. 22 U.S.C. 7102(9).

d) The recipient shall insert this provision, which is a standard provision, in all awards and subawards. 

e) This provision includes express terms and conditions of the award and any violation of it shall be grounds for unilateral termination of the award by USAID prior to the end of its term.

6. [bookmark: _Toc399407949]CONSCIENCE CLAUSE IMPLEMENTATION (ASSISTANCE) – SOLICITATION PROVISION (FEBRUARY 2012)

(a) An organization, including a faith-based organization, that is otherwise eligible to receive funds under this agreement for HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, or care—

(1) Shall not be required, as a condition of receiving such assistance—

(i) to endorse or utilize a multisectoral or comprehensive approach to combating HIV/AIDS; or
(ii) to endorse, utilize, make a referral to, become integrated with, or otherwise participate in any program or activity to which the organization has a religious or moral objection; and

(2) Shall not be discriminated against in the solicitation or issuance of grants or cooperative agreements for refusing to meet any requirement described in paragraph (a)(1) above.

(b) An applicant who believes that this solicitation contains provisions or requirements that would require it to endorse or use an approach or participate in an activity to which it has a religious or moral objection must so notify the cognizant Agreement Officer in accordance with 
the Mandatory Standard Provision titled ―Notices as soon as possible, and in any event not later than 15 calendar days before the deadline for submission of applications under this solicitation. The applicant must advise which activity(ies) it could not implement and the nature of the religious or moral objection.

(c) In responding to the solicitation, an applicant with a religious or moral objection may compete for any funding opportunity as a prime partner, or as a leader or member of a consortium that comes together to compete for an award. Alternatively, such applicant may limit its application to those activities it can undertake and must indicate in its submission the activity (ies) it has excluded based on religious or moral objection. The offeror’s proposal will be evaluated based on the activities for which a proposal is submitted, and will not be evaluated favorably or unfavorably due to the absence of a proposal addressing the activity (ies) to which it objected and which it thus omitted. In addition to the notification in paragraph (b) above, the applicant must meet the submission date provided for in the solicitation.
(END OF PROVISION) 



END OF SECTION VII
[bookmark: _Toc399407950]ATTACHMENTS

The following is provided for the referenced documents:

Attachment 1 - Certifications, Assurances and Other Statements 
Attachment 2 – Standard Form 424 Application for Federal Assistance 
Attachment 3 – Standard Form 424a Budget Information – Nonconstruction Programs
Attachment 4 – Standard Form 424b Assurances – Nonconstruction Programs 
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