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This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to award a task agreement under a previously competed or single source justified master cooperative.
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 PROJECT OVERVIEW

1. Project Title: Assessment of Threatened Cave Bat Populations at Cumberland Gap NHP

2. Project Summary: 
Cumberland Gap National Historical Park (CUGA) contains over 30 caves and is home to at least six species of cave dwelling bats, including the federally endangered Indiana bat and the federally
[bookmark: _GoBack]threatened northern long-eared bat. Currently the park has very limited information on the status and distribution of these cave dwelling bats. Today, white nose syndrome (WNS), documented in the park in January of 2013, threatens all six of these cave dwelling bat species. The park proposes to complete an intensive inventory of bat populations; mist net surveys, harp trapping, and radio telemetry surveys. This information will be critical in order to make informed management decisions about actions that might impact these populations and to protect these threatened vulnerable species into the future.

The problem is simply defined as the lack of information about cave dwelling bat populations in the park. The recent discovery of WNS in the park and the fact that all six cave dwelling bat species are susceptible to WNS has increased the need for these data. This project will result in extensive information on the distribution and status (relative abundance, general health, sex, and reproductive condition) of all cave hibernating bat species within the park.  Mist netting, harp trapping, and radio telemetry work will establish patterns of bat use within the park.  As scientists learn more about Pseudogymnooscus destructons (Pd) and WNS, and as management actions are identified that may limit the effects of WNS on bats, the results from this project will provide strategic information to the park management team allowing them to make scientifically informed decisions about the proper management and protection of bats within the park.


3. Project Goals and Objectives:
The project goal is to provide an intensive inventory of cave bat population use of the park during spring, summer and fall.
Some of the objectives include:
1. Capturing bats – netting or trapping surveys during summer, tagging bats and locating roost trees – collect specified data during each activity to monitor distribution, health, relative abundance and roost ecology for cave dwelling bats.
1. Large-scale acoustic survey to assess presence and activity rates for all bat species across CUGA landscape.
1. Fall/spring netting blitz to gain a better understanding of cave dwelling bats during this time -with limited radio telemetry to characterize important roosts and foraging telemetry on bats during summer to identify habitat preferences of individual bats.

4. Project Tasks:
The Cooperator will:
1. Obtain appropriate state, federal and NPS permits; including submission of proposal for approval of the NPS Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee and the CUGA wilderness team,
1. Follow US Fish and Wildlife Service White nose syndrome protocols and Indiana Bat Survey Guidelines throughout project,
1. Capture bats (netting or trapping) to document presence and relative abundance; collecting data on each bat as outlined in the ISU proposal.  Track tagged bats (with priority for cave dwelling bats) to day roosts, collect data on trees and surrounding area, and conduct emergence counts at roosts used by females as feasible,
1. Conduct acoustic surveys to identify foraging hot spots in CUGA as outlined in ISU proposal.
1. Conduct fall/spring netting blitz tracking bats to roosts for 5-7 days as outlined in ISU proposal.
1. Conduct intensive investigation of foraging habitat preferences by radio telemetry to measure foraging home ranges of bats as outlined in ISU proposal.
1. Provide data analysis and interpretation as outlined in ISU proposal.
1. Provide a final report as detailed in the project deliverables below. 


5. Role of the Cooperator in this Project:
1. Collaboratively undertake project work titled “Assessment of Threatened Cave Bat Populations at Cumberland Gap NHP”
2. Appoint Dr. Joy O’Keefe as Principal Investigator.
3. Conduct action items corresponding to Tasks 1-8 above.
4. Produce products or draft product corresponding to Tasks 1, 7, and 8. (providing raw data, photos, maps in task 8).
5. Submit all data and reports to the ATR.
6. Acknowledge the NPS and Southern Appalachian CESU in any peer-reviewed publication generated from this project.


6. Role of the NPS in this Project:
1. Provide financial assistance to the co-operator as provided in the Agreement,
2. Assist in the form of data, information, project guidance, and loan equipment as necessary including portable radio and gate keys,
3. Designate Jenny Beeler as ATR for CUGA,
4. Provide timely and comprehensive review of draft material.

7. Project Deliverables:
1. All relevant data, including but not limited to raw data, capture data, characteristics of roost trees, maps, and photos.
2. Two paper copies of the final report plus an electronic copy.  File formats for the electronic/digital data are Word, Excel and/or Arc View compatible geospatial data – 

Final report format - This report and at least 5 photos of project activities must adhere to a set of minimum standards and will be peer reviewed to ensure that information is scientifically credible, technically accurate, appropriately written for the intended audience, and designed and published in a professional manner.  Contents will include but are not limited to a summary of the project, detailed description of the project purpose and objectives and how they were met, accomplishments and failures, conclusions and lessons learned, methods employed by the project including who actually did the work and detailed financial accounting that describes the final budget.  Final report guidance and format information can be found at:  http://www.nature.nps.gov/publications/NRPM.


8. Project Milestones:
Project initiation – TBD – agreement signed date
Kick off and safety meeting, submit RPRS – June/July 2017 
Netting blitz – September 2017
Netting blitz – April 2018
Netting/telemetry work – May – August 2018
Draft report due – November 2018
Final report due – December 2018

9. Project Duration (Work Schedule):
This Cooperative Agreement is effective from June 15, 2017 and will extend through December 31, 2018.

10. Place of Performance:
Work will take place on lands owned by Cumberland Gap NHP
11. Furnished Property - Equipment and Supplies  (Supplied / Requested)
See  below under the appropriate heading in the instructions…
12. Are Students Involved?
Yes.
ISU proposal identifies a graduate student/lead technician and two seasonal technicians that will be upper division college students or recent graduates.
13. Any Sensitive Information?
Yes – cave locations and all data associated with federally listed threatened and endangered species.
14. Post Project Management Action?
A. how will the results of this project be applied towards the management of the NPS?
Ongoing planning, future planning, natural resources, interpretation and education
B. when will the results of this project first be applied?
Immediately when the results are known and possibly a year or more after the results are known.
