SFOP0005314 – Experiential Partnership NOFO Questions

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Can implementers involve the Chambers of Commerce as conduits for government services?
ANSWER: Yes, organizations may propose partners which they think will be beneficial to supporting the activities and objectives detailed in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.

2. Are for-profit small US-based businesses eligible to apply? N.B – currently the eligible applicants include “for profit organizations other than small businesses”, with the additional information on eligibility specifying “small businesses with functional and regional experience”.
ANSWER: As detailed on page 9 of the Notice of Funding Opportunity, eligible applicants include U.S. or foreign for profit-organizations as well as U.S. or foreign small business with functional and regional experience in the areas of participatory governance and economic growth in the MENA region, among others.

3. What is meant by “demonstrate donor collaboration and coordination” and “Coordinate with other donor efforts to ensure a holistic approach to identified needs?” There has been a significant amount of international donor assistance to Lebanon in this area for more than a decade. Does the “coordination” suggested here imply partnership with international organizations or other governments who have been assisting Lebanon with this challenge? If not, what level of “collaboration and coordination” is expected?
ANSWER: Demonstrating donor collaboration and coordination as well as coordination with other donor efforts to ensure a holistic approach to identified needs means that applicants acknowledge if activities similar to those proposed are already taking or have taken place previously, and provides an explanation as to how proposed new activities will not duplicate or merely add to existing/recent activities. Furthermore, donor coordination is clearly outlined in the application.
