SFOP0005014 Questions and Answers
Q1: On page 5 of the notice of funding opportunity (NOFO), it states “As part of the Tomorrow’s Leaders (TL) program, approximately 25 qualified students are afforded the opportunity to conduct one semester of studies at US Universities each fall and spring semester.” While on page 9 of the NOFO, it details that program beneficiaries are “Individuals selected as TLs, are enrolled with good standing in pre-identified TL universities, and are approved for study abroad (approximately 25 students per semester). Please confirm that the total number of Tomorrow’s Leaders Scholarship recipients who will participate in either the fall 2018 or spring 2019 semesters abroad in the US is 25 total for the year and not 50 students.
A1: The estimated number of students studying abroad is approximately 25 each semester or 50 per year.

Q2: When the TL program provided study abroad options in the past, how were students selected to participate in the TL study abroad component?
A2: The current standards are that students must be in good academic standing, including a GPA of at least 3.0. They must be in good standing with their university and with the TL program and on track to graduate on time and fulfill all program requirements. In addition, students should be medically and mentally fit for study abroad although there is no clear medical clearance process for this in place at this time. Applicants are encouraged to make related recommendations in their proposals.

Q3: Is credit transfer an expectation of the study abroad component?
A3: Yes. Unlike some other USG-sponsored study abroad programs, it is crucial that students be able to transfer credits back to their home universities in order to complete their undergraduate education within four years.

Q4: Can DOS/NEA confirm that the implementer of TL Study Abroad Oversight, Monitoring, and Support will not be responsible for any student and US University costs, such as US university tuition, airfare to the US, meals and lodging stipend, health insurance, or book allowance? 
A4: Confirmed. That is correct.

Q5: Regarding participating US Universities, can DOS/NEA share the total number of US universities that will be hosting the TL study abroad students during the Fall 2018 & Spring 2019 semesters?
A5: Currently, Fall 2018 number of US universities is estimated at five.  School selection for Spring 2019 has not yet been finalized. 

Q6: Regarding participating US Universities, can you share these universities names?
A6: Recently, students have studied at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU), American University (AU), Michigan State University (MSU), the University of Pennsylvania, University of Arizona (UA), University of New Mexico, and The State University of New York (SUNY).

Q7: Regarding participating US Universities, are any of these universities on quarter semester systems?
A7: No, all universities are on Fall-Spring semester systems. 

Q8: Please confirm that the applicant should not submit a Sustainability Plan and/or Results Monitoring Plan, and that these documents are not required as part of the application.
A8: A Sustainability Plan and/or Results Monitoring Plan are not required. A Logic Model is required, as stated in the required documents portion of the NOFO. This template can be found in Appendix 2.

Q9: Page 15 of the NOFO states, “Additional documents are not required and there is a 10 page limit for this section of the application.” Does the 10 page limit on “Additional Documents” include the Logic Model, Project Timeline, and Job Descriptions?
A9: The 10 page limit reference on page 15 is in reference to additional/optional documents. This page limit does not include the Logic Model, Project Timeline, and Job Descriptions. The Logic Model, Project Timeline, and Job Descriptions respective page limits can be found in the NOFO.

Q10: On page 14 of the NOFO it requests “In addition to the detailed budget for up to two years, applicants shall submit a notional budget for up to three additional years, or a total five year program. For each year of the program, what is the average number of students the applicant should budget for? 25 TL students, 50 TL students, or a different number of students?
A10: 50 students per year.

Q11: On the bottom of page 6, "Project activities include: Liaising with TL undergraduate scholarship program implementer" (sections a-c). Should the applicant include the costs for these activities in the proposal budget? Or should these costs be included in the scholarship program implementer's budget? For example, flights, allowances, room and board, tuition and fees, etc? 
A11: Student costs will be paid from the scholarship program implementers’ budgets. However, costs for liaising with TL scholarship program implementers (labor, travel if any, etc.) should be included in the Study Abroad implementer’s budget.
Q12: The NOFO states that the program implementer will designate an ARO for J-1 visa administration.  Will the Department of State or the host university hold the RO designation? 
A12:  The Department of State will hold the RO designation. 
Q13: Given that the first cohort of students will begin their study abroad program in Fall 2018, it would be helpful to understand if host universities have already been selected?  If so, what was/is the process for selection?  Which universities have already been selected? Should the proposal include a selection process for new partners in 2019? 
A13: Yes, host universities have already been selected for Fall 2018. The Fall 2018 universities were proposed by TL scholarship program implementers based on which U.S. universities they have study abroad MOUs with. Please note, however, that in many if not all of the cases, the MOUs are not reciprocal exchange agreements.
Yes, the applicant should include in its proposal a due diligence and selection process and timeline for recommending new partners in 2019. 

Q14: We could not find Appendix 4 or 5 in the announcement, please advise.  
A14: Appendices 4 & 5 were not included in the announcement. For these sections (Timeline & Key Personnel Bios), applicants may use any template they have available or opt for a free narrative text for these sections.

Q15: The expected date of notification is August 30, 2018, while the estimated start date of the project is August 1, 2018, please clarify.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A15: The estimated start date of the project is September 1, 2018. Applicants should budget accordingly.

Q16: On page 16, the submission date and time mentions 21 May, 2018, as opposed to the submission date which states June 21, please advise. 
A16: This was an error in the NOFO. The submission deadline for this NOFO is June 21. 

Q17: Page 8 of the NOFO states that “Award recipient(s) should process tax forms for international participants with assistance from qualified tax professionals.”: Will each partner university still be responsible to file and settle their students’ taxes related to the US semester? What will be the scope of tax filing of the award recipient? Will it cover the W-7 forms, Form 1042, Form 1040NR and State tax filing?
A17: The Study Abroad program implementer will be responsible to file and settle taxes related to the US Semester for any forms that are required. 

Q18: In terms of eligibility, we see that "For profit organizations other than small businesses” are eligible. Does this mean that small businesses are explicitly excluded from applying for this grant?
A18: Small businesses with function and regional experience in the areas of study abroad programs are eligible for applying under this NOFO. 
Q19: Are the study abroad schools pre-selected for the program?  How many schools are eligible to participate and are the students able to choose which U.S. schools they attend?  Are there agreements in place with AUB and LAU which outline specifically what the U.S. schools’ roles are?   How many schools are currently hosting participants?
A19: Please see Question and Answer #13, above.

Q20:  Does AUB and LAU pay the U.S. schools directly for the student abroad programs?  Who manages the student’s allowances?
A20: Yes. AUB and LAU manage the student payments and pay the study abroad schools directly.


Q21: Page 6—item a; Ensure student travel is coordinated efficiently and effectively.  Who will be responsible for purchasing flights and local transportation? 

A21: The TL scholarship program implementers (LAU and AUB) will make the purchases and make payments to students. The Study Abroad implementer, however, will be responsible for researching and proposing benefit levels including but not limited to living stipend while in the U.S., local transportation amounts, etc.



