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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Notice of Intent to Award is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following federal financial assistance project without full and open competition since full and open competition is not required for federal financial assistance projects (31 USC 6301(3); DOI 505 DM 2.2 & 2.13)


	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	NPS-NOI-P11AT50423

	Project Title
	NPS Southeast Region Marine Science Support Center

	Recipient
	Clemson University

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr. Skip Van Bloem, Director
Belle W. Baruch Institute of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science, 
E-mail: skipvb@clemson.edu;  Phone: (787) 579-6197

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$35,250.00 (FY15: 7,050.00)

	Cost Share
	N/A

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Period of Performance 
	9/15/2014 to 09/30/2019

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	About 5 years

	Award Instrument
	Southern Appalachian Mountains CESU Cooperative/Task Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	54 USC Sec. 101702(a) & (b); 54 USC 100703; 1988 Omnibus Act

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945  --  Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System (CESU)

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	
(4) Unique Qualifications 


	NPS Point of Contact
	






 PROJECT OVERVIEW

A. Project Objectives:
The objective of this project is to establish and maintain a NPS Marine Science Support Center within the University’s Belle W. Baruch Institute (Institute) of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science in order to improve and promote management and science of ocean and coastal resources.

PROJECT BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Clemson University’s Belle W. Baruch Institute (Institute) of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science conducts research and education programs focused on the ecology and management of the natural resources of the coastal region of South Carolina for the betterment of the state’s citizens. The Institute is situated on more than 700 acres in Georgetown, SC, and conducts research on more than 80,000 acres of coastal forest through public and private partnerships. Research is enhanced by cooperative programs with the US Environmental Protection Agency, US Geological Survey, US Department of Interior, US Fish and Wildlife Service, USDA-NRCS, SC Sea Grant, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, US Forest Service, SCDHEC State Revolving Fund, Pee Dee Research and Education Endowment, Frances Bunnelle Foundation, and National Audubon Society. 

Scientists at the Institute study coastal forested, riparian and wetland ecosystems, including wildlife, forestry, biogeochemistry, hydrology, microbiology, and sediment transport. Studies include environmental chemistry and toxicology, water quality, fluvial geomorphology, low impact development practices, storm water treatment, and landscape ecology to help commercial developers preserve the area’s fragile ecosystems. In addition, the Institute offers educational seminars for school groups and the public on the coastal environment and the importance of wise management of natural resources.

The Southeast Region (Region) of NPS has 24 units that borders the ocean coast or estuarine environment.   These 24 units represent over 1,125,000 acres of marine and estuarine waters, approximately 35% of the total for all of the NPS park units.  In addition, these parks represent over 620 miles of coastline.   These parks represent highly diverse coral reef ecosystems, dynamic coastal barrier islands, tidally influenced estuarine systems, abundant fisheries, and historically significant coastal fortifications and maritime structures.

In March 2007, the Region released a strategy to guide conservation of and collaboration on protection of these critical resources.  The central themes of this strategy are:
•Advancing our understanding of marine and estuarine ecosystems, coastal features, natural processes, and cultural resources in coastal environments;
• Forging partnerships and increasing collaboration;
• Increasing public awareness and education;
• Conserving and restoring ocean and coastal resources;
• Seeking and securing research to expand our knowledge relative to ocean and coastal resources. 

The role of the NPS Marine Scientist is to work with other resource managers and researchers to provide data and guidance to NPS units in the Region and build partnerships with various university researchers.  To this end, the Institute is well-positioned to collaborate with NPS in the development of new partnerships and research studies.  NPS will identify potential park research needs and work with Clemson to identify those possible collaborators.

This CESU TA provides for the administrative support to assist with the establishment and maintenance of a NPS Marine Science Support Center.


B. Project Tasks: 
Create and implement NPS Marine Science Support Center at Clemson University Belle W. Baruch Institute of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science

ROLE OF COOPERATOR IN THIS PROJECT:
The Cooperator will:
1. Provide administrative support including suitable and securable office space, furniture and laboratory space, utilities, computer network access, basic telephone service, reception coordination, and access to conference room and other appropriate support services for the NPS Marine Scientist to be located at the Institute, as needed and as availability dictates;
2. Allow and encourage faculty to engage in NPS research, technical assistance and education activities related to the NPS Marine Science Support Center objectives as appropriate;
3. Provide access for the NPS Marine Scientist to campus facilities, including library, laboratories, computer facilities on the same basis or costs as other faculty members of the University to the maximum extent allowable under state laws and regulations;
4. Allow participation of the NPS Marine Scientist with other University partners on a regular basis as is appropriate.
5. Offer educational and training opportunities to the NPS Marine Scientist, in accordance with the respective policies of the NPS and University;
6. Encourage its students to participate in the activities of the NPS Marine Science Support Center;
7. Include information about NPS in the Institute’s publications as is appropriate for a strategic campus partner.

ROLE OF NPS IN THIS PROJECT:
The NPS will:
1. Assign an NPS scientist to be stationed within the Belle W. Baruch Institute of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science;
2. Provide the University with financial assistance per year towards the development and maintenance of an NPS Marine Science Support Center within the Institute;
3. Work with Clemson faculty to develop and mentor undergraduate honors projects in NPS parks;
4. Coordinate and facilitate coastal science research and activities on NPS units within the Southeast Region in coordination with University personnel;
5. Provide opportunities for research on parks of the Southeast Region.
6. Collaborate with the Institute to determine long-term strategic administrative support needs for the NPS Marine Scientist;
7. Comply with the University’s and NPS’ rules, regulations, and policies regarding professional conduct, health, safety, use of services and facilities, use of animals, recombinant DNA, infectious agents or radioactive substances, as well as other policies generally applied to the University and NPS personnel;
8. Allow NPS employees to participate in the activities of the University and NPS, including serving on graduate committees and teaching courses, in accordance with the respective policies of the Clemson or NPS.


C. Project Products: 
· The establishment of an NPS Marine Science Support Center at the Belle W. Baruch Institute of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science in Georgetown, SC;
· The development a partnership between the NPS Marine Science Support Center and Clemson University students and faculty;
· Long-term administrative support needs in support of the NPS Marine Science Support Center.


D. Project Schedule:  
The period of performance shall be from 9/15/2014 to 09/30/2019.   

A. University Acquired Equipment – The University will utilize, manage and dispose of property funded by this TA as specified in 2 CFR 215.30 through 215.3 and NPS 44 Property Manual. NPS will retain title (ownership) of any one item equipment purchase that exceeds $5,000 or more. 

B. NPS furnished tools, equipment and facilities will be on a loan basis. Tools, equipment and facilities will be returned in the same condition received except for normal wear and tear in project use.  

Property Records – The University will maintain records of all property acquired and disposed of under this Agreement, take a physical inventory of all remaining property, and reconcile the results of the inventory with the records at least once every two years in accordance with 2 CFR 215.34 and utilizing Annual and Final Report forms

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	
Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) recognizes competition is not required for a federal financial assistance award and at the same time requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for a single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


	
505 DM 2.14 stipulates that a single-source federal financial assistance award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.






[bookmark: _GoBack]The National Park Service and Clemson University as members of the Southern Appalachian Mountains Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (SA-CESU) network are under a Cooperative Agreement which allows Clemson University to participate in specific tasks under task agreements with the National Park Service. 

The National Park Service intends to award a task agreement to Clemson University based on the following:   

(4) Unique Qualifications - Clemson University is uniquely qualified to provide support for the NPS SE Marine Science Program.  The University has staff located directly along the coast with a strong emphasis on the application of science to the resolution of natural resource challenges.  Indeed, this land grant college has staff dedicated to research and public extension services.  Their purpose as defined  “engages designed to engages citizens to improve economic development and quality of life by delivering research-based information in agriculture, natural resources, food safety and nutrition, economic and community development …”Clemson University includes researchers focused on water quality, wildlife management, ecotoxicology, invasive species, wetlands, climate change and the utilization of geographic information systems; each of these areas of expertise represent a direct need of the SE Region Marine Science Program.  

Clemson University’s Belle W. Baruch Institute (Institute) of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science conducts research and education programs focused on the ecology and management of the natural resources of the coastal region of South Carolina for the betterment of the state’s citizens. The Institute is situated on more than 700 acres in Georgetown, SC, and conducts research on more than 80,000 acres of coastal forest through public and private partnerships. Research is enhanced by cooperative programs with the US Environmental Protection Agency, US Geological Survey, US Department of Interior, US Fish and Wildlife Service, USDA-NRCS, SC Sea Grant, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, US Forest Service, SCDHEC State Revolving Fund, Pee Dee Research and Education Endowment, Frances Bunnelle Foundation, and National Audubon Society. 

Scientists at the Institute study coastal forested, riparian and wetland ecosystems, including wildlife, forestry, biogeochemistry, hydrology, microbiology, and sediment transport. Studies include environmental chemistry and toxicology, water quality, fluvial geomorphology, low impact development practices, storm water treatment, and landscape ecology to help commercial developers preserve the area’s fragile ecosystems. In addition, the Institute offers educational seminars for school groups and the public on the coastal environment and the importance of wise management of natural resources.
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