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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	

	Project Title
	Assistance Agreement

	Recipient
	University of Nevada Las Vegas

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Sarah Murray/Archaeologist

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$34,000.00

	Cost Share
	$34,000.00

	New Award or Continuation?
	New

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	5 Years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	09/01/2009 through 08/31/2014

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	Challenge Cost Share Appropriation Act. P.L. 101-512

	CFDA # and Title
	15.238 Challenge Cost Share 

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	(1) Unsolicited Proposal

(2) Continuation

(3) Legislative Intent

(4) Unique Qualifications

	BLM  Point of Contact
	Andralee Judy Holden-Hughes


OVERVIEW
 University of Nevada Las Vegas (UNLV), as a research institution of higher education, has a professional staff of investigators (i.e., historic archaeologists, historic preservation specialists, archaeologists, cultural historians, faunal and floral specialists, cartographers, GIS specialists, laboratory analysis, etc.) that have a research interest in the prehistoric, protohistoric, and historic archaeology of the occupation and exploitation of the Mojave Desert, Great Basin, and the American Southwest.  UNLV is situated in close proximity to the lands managed by the Needles Field Office.  This represents a considerable savings in available field time for State University researchers working on projects for the BLM in the eastern Mojave Desert.

UNLV worked under an assistant agreement with the Needles Field Office for four years between FY2002 and FY2007.  UNLV is currently working under an assistant agreement with the Nevada BLM’s Las Vegas Field Office.  The University has extensive experience working for and with the BLM and understands the mission of the BLM, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, and other federal and state laws and regulations that provides the framework of federal cultural resource management of cultural resources on public lands.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
1.  Provide BLM permitted staff member(s) as principal investigator(s) to carry out the objectives of this agreement, to design, plan, carry out, and report research on BLM lands.


2.  Provide technicians and other support staff to support the overall project objectives. 

3.  Participate with BLM and other professionals in workshops, conferences, demonstrations, and other efforts to integrate, synthesize, interpret, and communicate project findings.

4.  Provide such facilities, equipment and services as are necessary for the accomplishment of the mutual objectives as specified in particular task orders.

5.  Archaeological localities encountered in the course of HRC investigations will be recorded in such a manner that they can be entered into the IMACS system.

BLM  INVOLVEMENT

Substantial involvement on the part BLM is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  In particular, BLM will be responsible for the following:

BLM will provide some of the volunteers to work on the proposed project(s) including assisting with monitoring activities and will coordinate/liaison with UNLV employees, students and volunteers.  BLM will conduct the Native American coordination and consultation.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




BLM did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications

Single Source Justification Description:

1.  UNLV, as a research institution of higher learning, has a staff of investigators (i.e., instructors, historic preservation specialists, archaeologists, cultural historians, faunal and floral specialists, cartographers, GIS specialists, graduate and undergraduate students, laboratory analysis staff, etc.) that have a research interest in the prehistoric and historic archaeology of man’s occupation and exploitation of the Mojave Desert and adjacent environs.

2.  UNLV is situated in close proximity to the lands managed by the Needles Field Office.  The next closest university (which does not have the research orientation, personnel, specialists or resources as that of UNLV) is situated in southern California approximately 2 ½ times the distance away as UNLV.  The proximity of UNLV to public lands managed by the Needles Resource Office represents a considerable savings in available field time for State University researchers working on projects for the BLM.
3.  UNLV has an earned reputation of academic excellence, excellent facilities, staff and graduate and undergraduate anthropology, archaeology, and history students available for projects on public lands.  In addition, research conducted on public lands will be effective training for the next generation of archaeologist, cultural historians and land managers.  Experience gained will be useful as prospective management and staff working for the BLM in the future.
4. A previous UNLV Assistance Agreement with the Needles Field Office has expired. During the period of time that the Assistance Agreement was in place UNLV’s professional performance was (and continues to be) exceptional, meeting and exceeding all tasks assigned by the Needles Field Office.  UNLV is currently working under an assistant agreement with the Nevada BLM’s Las Vegas Field Office.  The university has extensive experience working for and with the BLM in Utah, Arizona, Nevada, and California (including the Needles Field Office) and understands the mission of the BLM and the importance of cultural resource management.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY
Challenge Cost Share Appropriation Act. P.L. 101-512

Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (Public Law 94-579, Section 307 (b), National Historic Preservation of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470a), and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 (public Law 96-95, Sections 10 (c), 11, and 14 (a).
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