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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Notice of Intent to Award is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following federal financial assistance project without full and open competition since full and open competition is not required for federal financial assistance projects (31 USC 6301(3); DOI 505 DM 2.2 & 2.13)


	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	P14AS00091

	Project Title
	Preserve and Protect Archeological Sites by Completing Cliffline Survey

	Recipient
	Middle Tennessee State University

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr. Kevin A. Smith, Archeologist Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Middle Tennessee State University
Tel. 615.898.5958
Email: kesmith@mtsu.edu

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$90,000 (FY14 $15,000)

	Cost Share
	N/A

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Period of Performance 
	5/27/14 to 5/26/19 

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	About 5 years

	Award Instrument
	Southern Appalachian Mountains CESU Cooperative/Task Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	16 USC §1a-2(j), 16 USC §5933 and the 1998 NPS Omnibus Act

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945  --  Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System (CESU)

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	
(4) Unique Qualifications or Not applicable since anticipated award amount less than $25,000 (505 DM 2.14)  (erase single source)


	NPS Point of Contact
	






 PROJECT OVERVIEW

A. Project Objectives: The Cliffline Archeological Survey Project is designed to acquire location information of vulnerable rockshelter archeological sites through a cooperative effort which will organize, direct, and support three Student Interns for twelve weeks while they do archeological site location survey and documentation along the clifflines within Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area (BSF). This project will support efforts to identify BISO’s archeological baseline data as defined in the NPS Government Performance and Results Act under Goal Ia8.

B. Project Tasks:

1. To conduct a surface archeological site location and Condition Assessment survey according to National Historic Preservation Act, (1966) Section 106 guidelines and the National Park Service NPS-28 guidelines (These can be found at http://data2.itc.nps.gov/npspolicy/Dorders.cfm) or they can be provided by the Big South Fork upon request).

2. That specific work is to be accomplished during the six month period beginning with the effective date of the project in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in this Scope of Work. The BISO CRM Specialist/Archeologist will monitor that work on a weekly basis. It is understood and agreed that this project may be renewed thereafter for successive terms not to exceed five (5) years at the express agreement of BSF and the University given prior to expiration.

3. The work shall require a field season of 12 weeks duration for three Student Interns. Two student interns shall walk selected clifflines locating historically and prehistorically occupied archeological rockshelter sites. The located sites shall be documented with GPS and compass coordinates, and measured, field sketched, photographed, tagged, and diagnostic or unique materials will be mapped in place and collected. Faunal remains shall be noted or collected if unusual,  and site areas will be assessed for site condition and scouted for T & E plants and animals before moving on to the next rockshelter. 

4. Suspected human remains found on the surface must be triangulated and plotted on the field sketch, and photographed in-situ. If a specialist determines that the remains in the images are human the NPS Rangers will be contacted immediately and the BISO/OBRI Inadvertent Discovery Plan shall be implemented. Appropriate Native American representatives will be contacted by the National Park Service and if any human remains or artifacts are found that are defined in the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (1990).

5. The third student intern shall remain in the laboratory and will wash, number, and catalog the collected artifacts on the NPS catalog forms.

6. All located sites shall be plotted on the survey base map and will have site forms filled in.

7. Safe working procedures must be followed at all times. The field party shall carry a two way-radio, a first aid kit, and plenty of water. The two-way radios will be provided as will all necessary field equipment. 


C. Project Products:  A running log of located sites shall be kept and a bi-weekly summary of site data will be submitted to the Park representative. The collected data will be entered into the National Park Service’s ASMIS database and collated into a statistical summary report. The cooperator will provide two paper copies of the final report, plus all relevant data.  An electronic copy of the report will be provided as well. File formats for the electronic/digital data are Word 2007 or later version, Excel 2007 or later version, and ArcView 9 compatible geospatial data. The final report will be sent to the park representative.  The product must be approved by the park representative prior to final payment.


D. Project Schedule:  
The period of performance shall be from 5/27/2014 to 9/26/2014.
   Month May  27 – Fieldwork Phase begins
   Month Aug   18 – Fieldwork Ends data and products submitted
   Month Sept   26 – Project wrap-up, submission of final report to NPS

E. Furnished Property / Other Considerations:

1. The NPS at Big South Fork will loan a GPS unit, a digital camera, a two way radio, two backpacks and the remainder of necessary field equipment for field data collection. 

2. BSF will provide staff assistance to plan and initiate the project and instruct Interns in the Condition Assessment process. BSF Staff may assist with fieldwork on occasion. BSF will also provide laboratory equipment for cleaning artifacts and the NPS software and NPS staff to instruct in its use for entering data into the ASMIS program and cataloging artifacts. 

3. ARPA, collecting, special use, and research permits etc. will be prepared by NPS staff who will enter those data into the various NPS tracking databases.

4. The NPS will provide park research housing in the BSF dormitory rooms in Tennessee  for student interns for the duration of this project during the fieldwork period at a cost of $6.25/person/day. 


SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	
Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) recognizes competition is not required for a federal financial assistance award and at the same time requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for a single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


	
505 DM 2.14 stipulates that a single-source federal financial assistance award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.






The National Park Service and Middle Tennessee State University as members of the Southern Appalachian Mountains Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (SA-CESU) network are under a Cooperative Agreement which allows Middle Tennessee State University to participate in specific tasks under task agreements with the National Park Service. 

The National Park Service intends to award a task agreement to Middle Tennessee State University based on the following:   

(4) Unique Qualifications - Middle Tennessee State University is uniquely qualified to perform the Cliffline Archeological Survey Project due the familiarity that the staff of the University’s Department of Social Sciences has with the rugged terrain of the Upper Cumberland Plateau with the Big South Fork. The staff here has an unparalleled understanding of the goals of the CASP project and how to meet those goals in the most expedient and economical way. Drs. Kevin Smith and Tanya Peres are recognized experts in their respective disciplines and Dr. Smith has a long history as a leading scholar on the prehistory of the Tennessee.
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