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Notice of Funding Availability and Application Instructions
I. Description of Funding Opportunity

This is an announcement for issuing a single source financial assistance award to Save the Bay, Inc. in Providence, Rhode Island.  This announcement is for notification purposes only.  The intent of the award is to remove the spillway from the obsolete Shady Lea Mill Pond Dam on the Mattatuxet River in North Kingstown, Rhode Island, restore the impounded area to stream and riparian habitat, and provide fish passage, restore river access to floodplain, increase the flood resiliency of the stream, reduce downstream flood impacts and increase public safety.  This award is issued to provide financial assistance to collaboratively-developed priority projects in Hurricane Sandy disaster areas that will restore environmental resources and reduce flood hazards through collaborative efforts with local communities.  The project will improve flood resiliency, restore ecosystem function, provide fish and wildlife habitat, provide fish passage, reduce potential flood damage, and increase public safety.  
Flood resiliency will be obtained in three ways.  First, by removing the spillway, we remove the risk of catastrophic dam failure and the potential for the uncontrolled, unanticipated, and the very powerful release of impounded water and sediment that would cause damage and disruption downstream.  Secondly, by removing the dam spillway, we reduce the extent of upstream inundation and thus the potential for high flows to circumvent the dam.  Much damage to physical structures and ecological functions can occur if a stream finds its way around a dam, digging out new channels, depositing materials in unforeseen locations and trapping water in locations away from the stream channel. Thirdly, by removing the spillway, we can recreate a functioning stream channel with the appropriate energy balance of flow capacity and sediment transport.  A correctly restored stream channel will recreate conditions for the stream to effectively move sediment and water at multiple flow volumes while maintaining a stable channel form.  The restored stream channel allows the flows to dissipate flood energy through riffle, pools, channel roughness and access to floodplains.  Ecosystem function will be restored by restoring the natural stream channel and floodplain functions.  Variations in stream form (e.g., riffle, pools, runs, glides, rock clusters, streambed complexity and materials) along with restored riparian habitat and travel corridors will provide additional fish and wildlife habitat in terms of cover, food (e.g., micro-invertebrates and macro-invertebrates), migration corridors and spawning habitats.  By providing fish and wildlife with improved conditions and additional habitat options we mitigate the impacts of climate change. Most importantly allowing the stream access to the floodplain gives the stream a place to dissipate energy which reduces downstream flood forces and impacts.  When a stream is restored to appropriate form and function, the stream is resilient and energy is dissipated and communities are safer.  Save the Bay Inc., is the recipient of this award due to their unique qualification to complete the project. This project is authorized by the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act of 2013, Public Law 113-2.
II. Award Information

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 5, intends to make a sole source award of a grant to Save the Bay, Inc.  This award is for the amount of $80,325.  Save the Bay is a non-profit organization that has unique experience in the Narragansett Bay watershed.  Save the Bay has the project management skills and technical knowledge to manage habitat restoration projects.  In addition, Save the Bay will provide cost sharing support in the administrative area.  Specific tasks will include:  Completing engineering designs, permitting, clearances, removal of the spillway of the Shady Lea Mill Pond Dam located at Latitude 41.53358 N, Longitude -71.46365 W and restoring the impounded area to stream and riparian habitat.  Areas of oversight responsibilities include engineering, deconstruction, and stream and riparian restoration of the impounded area.  The expected outcomes of the funding will be:  (1) fish passage to an additional 0.5 miles of stream for river herring and American eel, (2) restoration of the ecological functions of 0.2 miles (impounded area) of Mattatuxet River including, but not limited to, appropriate sediment transport, appropriate stream cross-sections and profile, improved riparian vegetation, and improved and additional fish and wildlife habitat which mitigates the impacts of climate change, (3) restoration of the natural energy dissipation functions of the stream and the subsequent reduction in downstream impacts thus increased human safety and flood resiliency, and (4) monitoring for post-project success while allowing youth and interns to learn monitoring and techniques for ecological restoration. These interns will assist with post project monitoring of vegetation and fish presence/absence.  
III. Basic Eligibility Requirements

Eligible Applicants: Save the Bay, Inc. is a non-profit (501(c) 3) organization established in 1970 for the expressed purpose of protecting and restoring fish and wildlife habitat as well as watershed health in the Narragansett Bay watershed.  The organization has the expertise, administrative resources, and partnerships in place to accomplish the proposed activity effectively and efficiently.  Competition was considered through the Fisheries Information System and program review and the award recipient was selected based on unique qualifications, track record, efficiencies regarding dam removal such as existing partnerships, matching funds, and ongoing activities with the dam owner.

U.S. non-profit, non-governmental organizations must submit documentary evidence of their Section 501(c)(3) or (4) status as determined by the Internal Revenue Service.
Federal law (2 CFR Part 25, Central Contractor Registry and Data Universal Numbering System) mandates that all entities applying for Federal financial assistance must have a valid Dun & Bradstreet Data Universal Number System (DUNS) number and have a current registration in the Central Contractor Registry (CCR).  The CCR functionality was consolidated into the System for Award Management (SAM).  Exemptions: The SAM registration requirement does not apply to individuals submitting an application on their own behalf and not on behalf of a company or other for-profit entity, State, local or Tribal government, academia or other type of organization.

A. DUNS Registration

Request a DUNS number online at http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform.  U.S.-based entities may also request a DUNS number by telephone by calling the Dun & Bradstreet Government Customer Response Center, Monday – Friday, 7 AM to 8 PM CST at the following numbers:

U.S. and U.S Virgin Islands: 1-866-705-5711

Alaska and Puerto Rico: 1-800-234-3867 (Select Option 2, then Option 1)

For Hearing Impaired Customers Only call: 1-877-807-1679 (TTY Line) 

Once assigned a DUNS number, entities are responsible for maintaining up-to-date information with Dun & Bradstreet.  
B. Entity Registration in SAM
Register  in SAM online at http://www.sam.gov/.  Once registered in SAM, entities must renew and revalidate their SAM registration at least every 12 months from the date previously registered. Entities are strongly urged to revalidate their registration as often as needed to ensure that SAM is up to date and in synch with changes that may have been made to the DUNS and IRS information.  Foreign entities who wish to be paid to a bank account in the United States must enter and maintain valid and current banking information in SAM.
C. Excluded Entities
Applicant entities identified in the SAM.gov Exclusions database as ineligible, prohibited/restricted or excluded from receiving Federal contracts, certain subcontracts, and certain Federal assistance and benefits will not be considered for Federal funding, as applicable to the funding being requested under this Federal program
D.  Cost Sharing or Matching: 
       Cost-sharing is not a requirement but priority is given to projects that leverage technical and financial assistance through voluntary partnerships.
IV. Application Requirements
To be considered for funding under this funding opportunity, an application must contain:  
A.
An Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424).  The form must be completed, signed, and dated.  An application will be available at the following website:   http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/FormLinks?family=12
B.
Project Summary
Title:  Shady Lea Mill Pond Dam Spillway Removal, Mattatuxet River, North Kingstown, Rhode Island.
Project Overview:  Remove Shady Lea Mill Pond Dam spillway, restore the impounded area to stream and riparian habitat, reduce catastrophic flood hazard, restore natural stream flood resiliency, and reduce potential downstream damages from flooding.  Improve and increase fish and wildlife habitat to mitigate the impact of climate change. Partners include: US Fish and Wildlife Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - Habitat Restoration Partnership, Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council, and Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Save the Bay Inc., and the land/dam owner.

Project Tasks:  Complete engineering designs, permitting, clearances, removal of Shady Lea Mill Pond Dam spillway located at Latitude 41.53358 N, Longitude -71.46365 W and restore the impounded area to stream and riparian habitat.  Provide oversight for project permitting progress, engineering, deconstruction, stream and riparian restoration of the impounded area, monitoring channel stability and biological response. Monitoring for post project changes to vegetation in the restored impoundment including prevention of invasive species, fish presence and absence. Youth interns will have a chance to participate in hands on post project monitoring to gain experience.
Expected Outcomes:  (1) fish passage to an additional 0.5 miles of stream for river herring and American eel; (2) restoration of the ecological functions of 0.2 miles (impounded area) of Mattatuxet River including, but not limited to, appropriate sediment transport, improved stream cross-section and profile, improved riparian vegetation, and increased habitat options fish and wildlife habitat to mitigate the impacts of climate change; (3) flood resiliency, stable stream channel, reconnection with floodplain and reduction in potential for downstream flood impacts, and (4) monitoring for post-project success while allowing youth and interns to learn monitoring and techniques for ecological restoration.
C.
Project Narrative

1.
Statement of Need: The Shady Lea Mill Pond dam is a degrading dam that no longer serves its original purpose and actively disrupts natural steam functions including hydrology, sediment and nutrient transport, flood resiliency, channel stability, energy dissipation through natural river dimension, pattern and profile, migratory fish passage, river temperature and chemistry, and exacerbates habitat fragmentation. The dam has been upgraded to high hazard and the owner has been required to write an emergency action plan for the dam. The mill building and buildings below the dam are rented to artists and craftspeople who would be in danger if the dam were to fail.  Rhode Island has over 600 dams many of which no longer serve their original purpose.  The mission of Save the Bay, Inc. includes restoration of fish and wildlife habitat and the ecological functions of the Narragansett Bay watershed.
2.
Project Goals and Objectives:  (1) fish passage to an additional 0.5 miles of stream for river herring and American eel; (2) restoration of the ecological functions of 0.2 miles (impounded area) of Mattatuxet River including, but not limited to, appropriate sediment transport, improved stream cross-sectional area and profile, improved riparian vegetation, and increase the availability of fish and wildlife habitat to mitigate the impacts of climate change; (3) decreased flood damage, increased flood resiliency and public safety, and (4) monitoring for post-project success while allowing youth and interns to learn monitoring and techniques for ecological restoration.
3.
Project Activities, Methods and Timetable:  Complete already initiated engineering designs for dam removal and restoration by spring of 2014.  Begin permitting in early 2014 and finalize the design and permits by fall 2014.  Request bids in the winter of 2015 and be ready to remove Shady Lea Mill Pond dam spillway in the summer of 2015. Restore the impounded area using Natural Channel Design techniques and restore the riparian area in summer and fall of 2015. Complete compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act, Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  Compliance will be completed and documented in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sunderland, Massachusetts Field Office before ground disturbing dam removal activities commence. Monitoring using youth interns will take place beginning after dam removal for invasive species and vegetation regrowth, and through the next several spring spawning runs for alewife and American eel. Monitoring will be done in coordination with the RI Dept. of Environmental Management, Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.
4.
Stakeholder Coordination/Involvement:  Save the Bay coordinated outreach activities with the dam owner who rents the mill. The mill tenants and neighbors have been presented with the initial project plans and project need. The dam owner is continuing to serve an outreach function for the community. Save the Bay has also provided outreach to the local land trust and will involve them in the dissemination of monitoring and project results. Other project partners include the Coastal Resources Management Council who has provided funding and is a permitting agency, and the RI DEM Division of Fish and Wildlife who are participating in monitoring fish presence/absence at the project site. The Division has a monitoring station at the fish ladder below this dam, and have been monitoring for fish presence at the base of the Shady Lea Mill dam. The NOAA Coastal Restoration Center is also involved in the project and will help with project review and wetland delineation. They will also help design a monitoring protocol for vegetation monitoring after dam removal. The Natural Resources Conservation Service has helped conduct some of the early project engineering including topographic survey, and will remain involved in reviewing project designs. 
5. 
Project Monitoring and Evaluation:  Project success will be measured through before and after monitoring for presence/absence of river herring and American eel. Monitoring currently takes place for herring and eel at the fish ladder below the Shady Lea Mill dam. The 2013 run was over 100,000 river herring. The RI DEM Division of Fish and Wildlife also monitor for presence of fish at the Shady Lea Mill dam, as does the dam owner and tenants of the mill. Presence absence of fish will be monitored after the dam removal at the former dam site as well as at the dam above the impoundment. Project partners will involve interns and volunteers in this monitoring effort, and will use the information as outreach to citizen groups, mill tenants and others. Vegetation post-removal will be monitored through visual monitoring for invasive species and through vegetation transects with interns. We will manage for invasive plants such as Japanese knotweed and bittersweet as needed. Channel stability will also be evaluated with multiple cross sectional surveys and a longitudinal profile immediately after restoration and again the following year. All of this information will be shared with state agency regulators and the public to better understand how rivers respond to restoration and how the populations of river herring and eel respond to the project.
6. 
Description of Organizations Undertaking the Project:  Save the Bay, Inc. is a non‑profit organization established in 1970 for the ecological restoration and protection of Narragansett Bay watershed. Save the Bay is the primary project manager.  Partners include: US Fish and Wildlife Service, NOAA-Habitat Restoration Partnership, RI Coastal Resources Management Council, and RI Dept. of Environmental Management, and the land/dam owner.  RI DEM will be conducting fish monitoring before and after the project with the assistance of Save the Bay, interns and volunteers. NOAA will assist with vegetation monitoring and helping to disseminate project outcomes. RI CRMC will primarily be a funding agency. The dam owner will be holding the construction contract and will assist with construction oversight and outreach to the community. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service point of contact is Martha Naley, Project Coordinator, 103 East Plumtree Road, Sunderland, MA 01375, (413) 548-8002 extension 123, Martha_Naley@fws.gov. The Save the Bay, Inc. point of contact is Rachel Calabro, Project Manager, 100 Save the Bay Drive, Providence, RI  02905, (401) 272-3540 extension 107, rcalabro@savebay.org.
7.
Sustainability: Permanent.  By removing the dam, we remove the risk of dam failures and subsequent uncontrolled release of impounded water and sediment.  By restoring the appropriate stream pattern, dimension, profile and streambed and channel characteristics we restore the dynamic equilibrium of the energy forces in the stream and stabilize the stream, streambanks, riparian and floodplain. With erosive and depositional forces balanced, the streambank and riparian area can support deep rooted plant communities that maintain the stream shape, provide habitat functions, and dissipate energy which protects the environment and provides public safety. 
8. 
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9.
Map of Project Area: 
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D. 
Budget

Save the Bay will submit a completed Budget Information for Construction Programs (SF-424C) form.  The budget form is attached to this announcement. 
Cost Principles: Financial assistance awards and subawards are subject to the cost principles in the following Federal regulations, as applicable to the recipient organization type:  

· 2 CFR Part 220, Cost Principles for Educational Institutions

· 2 CFR Part 225, Cost Principles for States and Local Governments
· 2 CFR Part 230, Cost Principles for Non-Profit Organizations

· 45 CFR Part 74, Appendix E, Principles for Determining Costs Applicable to Research and Development Under Grants and Contracts with Hospitals

· 48 CFR 1, Subpart 31.2, Contracts with Commercial Organizations

These documents are available on the Internet at http://www.ecfr.gov/.
Federally Funded Equipment: Applicants cannot use equipment paid for by the U.S. Federal Government under another award as matching or in-kind contributions.  Do not include this type of equipment in your budget!  Instead, provide a separate list of any equipment paid for by the U.S. Federal Government that will be used for the project, including the name of the Federal agency that paid for the equipment.  

E. In separate narrative titled “Budget Justification,” Save the Bay will justify all requested budget items/costs.  Detail how the SF 424 Budget Object Class Category totals were determined and demonstrate a clear connection between costs and proposed project activities.  For personnel salary costs, include the base-line salary figures and the estimates of time (as percentages) to be directly charged to the project.  Describe any item that under the applicable OMB Cost Principles requires the Service’s approval and estimate its cost.  Specify any pre-award costs and specify pre-award work accomplished.
Indirect Costs and Required Indirect Cost Statement:  Save the Bay must include in their budget justification narrative ONE of the following statements, as applicable and attach any required documentation as detailed below:

1. Our organization does not have an indirect cost rate and will charge all costs directly.

2. Our indirect cost rate is [insert rate]%.  We have a current Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA).  A copy of our NICRA is attached.    

3. Our indirect cost rate is [insert rate]%.  We have [insert one of these statements, as applicable: “established a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA) in the past, but it has expired.  A copy of our latest NICRA is attached” or “never established a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA)”].  In the event an award is made we will submit an indirect cost rate proposal to our cognizant agency immediately and no later than 90 calendar days after the date the award is made.  We understand that:

· Although the USFWS may approve a budget that includes an estimate of indirect costs based on our stated rate, that approval will be contingent on our establishing a NICRA.  

· Recipients without a NICRA are prohibited from charging indirect costs to a Federal award.  

· Failure to establish a NICRA during the award period will make all costs otherwise allocable as indirect costs under the award unallowable.  

· We will not be authorized to transfer any unallowable indirect costs to the amount budgeted for direct costs or to satisfy cost-sharing or matching requirements without the prior written approval of the USFWS.   

· We may not shift unallowable indirect costs to another Federal award unless specifically authorized by legislation.

4. We have never established a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA) and in the event an award is made we agree as a condition of award to charge a flat indirect cost rate of 10% of modified total direct costs (MTDC) for the life of the award, including any future extensions of time, regardless of any NICRA we may establish during the award period.  We understand that MTDC is defined as all salaries and wages, fringe benefits, materials and supplies, services, travel, and subgrants and subcontracts up to the first $25,000 of each subgrant or subcontract (regardless of the period covered by the subgrant or subcontract).  We understand that equipment, capital expenditures, charges for patient care, participant support costs (includes registration fees, travel allowances, manuals and supplies, tuition, and stipends), rental costs, tuition, and the portion of subcontracts and subgrants in excess of $25,000 are excluded from MTDC.  

Negotiating an Indirect Cost Rate with the Department of the Interior: 

For organizations without a NICRA, you must have an open, active Federal award to submit an indirect cost rate proposal to your cognizant agency.  The Federal awarding agency that provides the predominant amount of direct funding to your organization is your cognizant agency (unless otherwise assigned by the White House Office of Management and Budget).  If the Department of the Interior is your cognizant agency, your indirect cost rate will be negotiated by the Interior Business Center (IBC).  For more information, contact the IBC directly at:

Indirect Cost Services

Acquisition Services Directorate, Interior Business Center

U.S. Department of the Interior

2180 Harvard Street, Suite 430

Sacramento, CA 95815

Phone: 916-566-7111

Email: ics@nbc.gov

Internet address: http://www.aqd.nbc.gov/Services/ICS.aspx

F.  Statement Regarding A-133 Single Audit Reporting:  Following OMB Circular A-133 (http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/assets/a133/a133_revised_2007.pdf), all U.S. states, local governments, federally-recognized Indian tribal governments, and non-profit organizations expending $500,000 USD or more in Federal award funds in a year must submit an A-133 Single Audit report for that year through the Federal Audit Clearinghouse’s Internet Data Entry System.  All U.S. state, local government, federally-recognized Indian tribal government and non-profit applicants must provide a statement regarding if your organization was/was not required to submit an A-133 Single Audit report for the organization’s most recently closed fiscal year and, if so, state if that report is available on the Federal Audit Clearinghouse Single Audit Database website (http://harvester.census.gov/sac/).  Include these statements at the end of the Project Narrative in a section titled “A-133 Single Audit Reporting Statements”.  
G.  Assurances 

Include the signed and dated Assurances form: Assurances for Construction Programs (SF-424D). The form is attached to this announcement. Signing this form does not mean that all items on the form are applicable. Some of the assurances may not be applicable to your organization and/or your project or program.

H.  Certification and Disclosure of Lobbying Activities
Under Title 31 of the United States Code, Section 1352, an applicant or recipient must not use any federally appropriated funds (both annually appropriated and continuing appropriations) or matching funds under a grant or cooperative agreement award to pay any person for lobbying in connection with the award.  Lobbying is defined as influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress connection with the award.  Submission of an application also represents the applicant’s certification of the statements in 43 CFR Part 18, Appendix A-Certification Regarding Lobbying.  If you/your organization have/has made or agrees to make any payment using non-appropriated funds for lobbying in connection with this project AND the project budget exceeds $100,000, complete and submit the SF LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities form.  See Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Subpart 18.100 (43 CFR 18.100) for more information on when additional submission of this form is required.  Submission of an application also represents the applicant’s certification of the statements in 43 CFR Part 18, Appendix A-Certification Regarding Lobbying.

Application Checklist

· A complete, signed and dated SF 424, Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424, SF 424-Mandatory, or SF 424- Individual) form

· If a non-profit organization, documentary evidence of Section 501(c)(3) or (4) non-profit status

· Project Summary 

· Project Narrative and Timetable

· If a U.S. state, local government, federally-recognized Indian tribal government, or non-profit organization, statements regarding applicability of and compliance with OMB Circular A-133 Single Audit Reporting requirements

· A complete SF 424C Budget Information form

· Budget Justification narrative

· If Federally-funded equipment will be used for the project, a list of that equipment 

· When applicable, a copy of the organization’s current Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement 

· Signed SF-424D Assurances form

· If applicable, completed SF-LLL Disclosure of Lobbying Activities form

Failure to provide complete information, as outlined above, may cause delays, postponement, or rejection of the application.

V.  Submission Instructions
SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  The deadline for the application package is February 21, 2014.
Download the Application Package linked to this Funding Opportunity on Grants.gov.  Downloading and saving the Application Package to your computer makes the required government-wide standard forms fillable and printable.  Applications may be submitted by mail, by email, electronically through Grants.gov, or as otherwise described in the Grants.gov funding opportunity.  Please select ONE of the submission options:  

To submit an application by mail:

Number all pages of your printed application.  Mail one, single-sided, unbound copy (do not staple or otherwise permanently bind pages) of your complete application to the USFWS program point of contact identified in the Grants.gov funding opportunity.  
The required SF 424 Application for Federal Assistance and Assurances forms and any other required standard forms MUST be signed by your organization’s authorized official.  The Signature and Date fields on the standard forms downloaded from Grants.gov are pre-populated with the text “Completed by Grants.gov upon submission” or “Completed on submission to Grants.gov”.  Remove this text (manually or digitally) before signing the forms.

To submit an application by e-mail:

Format all of your documents to print on Letter size (8 ½” x 11”) paper.  Format all pages to display and print page numbers.  Scanned documents should be scanned in Letter format, as black and white images only.  Where possible, save scanned documents in .pdf format.  E-mail your application to the USFWS program point of contact identified in the Grants.gov funding opportunity.  
The required SF 424 Application for Federal Assistance and Assurances forms and any other required standard forms MUST be signed by your organization’s authorized official.  The Signature and Date fields on the standard forms downloaded from Grants.gov are pre-populated with the text “Completed by Grants.gov upon submission” or “Completed on submission to Grants.gov”.  Remove this text (manually or digitally) before signing the forms.

To submit an application through Grants.gov:

Go to the Grants.gov Apply for Grants page (http://www07.grants.gov/applicants/apply_for_grants.jsp) for an overview of the process to apply through Grants.gov.  You/your organization must complete the Grants.gov registration process before submitting an application through Grants.gov.  Registration can take between three to five business days, or as long as two weeks if all steps are not completed in a timely manner.  

Important note on Grants.gov application attachment file names: Please do not assign application attachments file names longer than 20 characters, including spaces.  Assigning file names longer than 20 characters will create issues in the automatic interface between Grants.gov and the USFWS’ financial assistance management system.
VI. APPLICATION REVIEW 
Criteria: This is a notice of a single source financial assistance award.  This announcement is for notification purposes only. 

Review and Selection Process: Save the Bay, Inc. is a non-profit organization established in 1970 for the expressed purpose of protecting and restoring fish and wildlife habitat as well as watershed health in the Narragansett Bay watershed.  The organization has the expertise, administrative resources, and partnerships in place to accomplish the proposed activity effectively and efficiently.  Competition was considered through the Fisheries Information System and program review and the award recipient was selected based on unique qualifications, track record and efficiencies regarding dam removal such as existing partnerships, and cost sharing.
VII. Award Administration

Award Notices: Following review, applicants may be requested to revise the project scope and/or budget before an award is made.  Successful applicants will receive written notice in the form of a notice of award document.  Notices of award are typically sent to recipients by e-mail.  If e-mail notification is unsuccessful, the documents will be sent by courier mail (e.g., FedEx, DHL or UPS).  Award recipients are not required to sign/return the Notice of Award document.  Acceptance of an award is defined as starting work, drawing down funds, or receiving the award via electronic means.  Awards are based on the application submitted to, and as approved by, the USFWS.  The notice of award document will include instructions specific to each recipient on how to request payment.  If applicable, the instructions will detail any additional information/forms required and where to submit payment requests.  Applicants whose projects are not selected for funding will receive written notice, most often by e-mail, within 30 days of the final review decision.  
Prior to award, the USFWS program office will contact you/your organization to either enroll in the U.S. Treasury’s Automated Standard Application for Payments (ASAP) system or, if eligible, obtain approval from the Department of the Interior to be waived from using ASAP.  

Domestic applicants subject to the SAM registration requirement (see Section III B.) who receive a waiver from receiving funds through ASAP must maintain current banking information in SAM.  Domestic applicants exempt from the SAM registration requirement who receive a waiver from receiving funds through ASAP will be required to submit their banking information directly to the USFWS program.  However, do NOT submit any banking information to the USFWS until it is requested from you by the USFWS program!  

The Notice of Award document from the USFWS will include instructions specific to each recipient on how to request payment.  If applicable, the instructions will detail any additional information/forms required and where to submit payment requests.  
Transmittal of Sensitive Data: Recipients are responsible for ensuring any sensitive data being sent to the USFWS is protected during its transmission/delivery.  The USFWS strongly recommends recipients use the most secure transmission/delivery method available.  The USFWS recommends the following digital transmission methods: secure digital faxing; encrypted emails; emailing a password protected zipped/compressed file attachment in one email followed by the password in a second email; or emailing a zipped/compressed file attachment.  The USFWS strongly encourages recipients sending sensitive data in paper copy to use a courier mail service.  Recipients may also contact their USFWS Project Officer and provide any sensitive data over the telephone.

Award Terms and Conditions:  Acceptance of a financial assistance award from the USFWS carries with it the responsibility to be aware of and comply with the terms and conditions applicable to the award.  Acceptance is defined as the start of work, drawing down funds, or accepting the award via electronic means.  Awards are based on the application submitted to and approved by the USFWS and are subject to the terms and conditions incorporated into the notice of award either by direct citation or by reference to the following: Federal regulations; program legislation or regulation; and special award terms and conditions.  The Federal regulations applicable to USFWS awards are provided by recipient type in the USFWS Financial Assistance Award Terms and Conditions attached to this NOFA.  
Recipient Reporting Requirements: 

Interim financial reports and performance reports may be required.  Interim reports will be required no more frequently than quarterly, and no less frequently than annually.  A final financial report and a final performance report will be required and are due within 90 calendar days of the end date of the award.  Performance reports must contain: 1) a comparison of actual accomplishments with the goals and objectives of the award as detailed in the approved scope of work; 2) a description of reasons why established goals were not met, if appropriate; and 3) any other pertinent information relevant to the project results.  

Events may occur between the scheduled performance reporting dates that have significant impact upon the supported activity.  In such cases, recipients are required to notify the USFWS in writing as soon as the following types of conditions become known:

· Problems, delays, or adverse conditions that will materially impair the ability to meet the objective of the Federal award.  This disclosure must include a statement of any corrective action(s) taken or contemplated, and any assistance needed to resolve the situation.

· Favorable developments that enable meeting time schedules and objectives sooner or at less cost than anticipated or producing more or different beneficial results than originally planned.

The USFWS will specify in the notice of award document the reporting and reporting frequency applicable to the award.

VIII. Agency Contact:  Martha Naley, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Project Coordinator, 

103 East Plumtree Road, Sunderland, MA 01375, (413) 548-8002 extension 123, Martha_Naley@fws.gov.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Financial Assistance Award Terms and Conditions
Acceptance of a grant or cooperative agreement award from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Department of the Interior (Interior) carries with it the responsibility to be aware of and comply with the terms and conditions of award.  Acceptance is defined as the start of work, drawing down funds, or accepting the award via electronic means.  Awards are based on the application submitted to and approved by the USFWS.   Awards are subject to the terms and conditions incorporated into the award either by direct citation or by reference to the following: Federal regulations; program legislation or regulation; and special award terms and conditions.  The Federal regulations applicable to USFWS grant and cooperative agreement award recipients are:

Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals and other Non-Profit Organizations

General

43 CFR Part 12, Subpart A, Administrative and Audit Requirements and Cost Principles for Assistance Programs

Administrative Guidelines

2 CFR Part 215, Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals, and other Non-Profit Organizations 

43 CFR Part 12, Subpart F, Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements with Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals, other Non-Profits

Cost Principles

Publically financed institutions of higher education: 2 CFR Part 220, Cost Principles for Educational Institutions 

Non-profits listed in Attachment C of OMB Circular A-122: 48 CFR 1, Subpart 31.2, Contracts with Commercial Organizations

All other non-profits: 2 CFR Part 230, Cost Principles for Non-Profit Organizations 

Hospitals: 45 CFR part 74, Appendix E, Principles for Determining Costs Applicable to Research and Development Under Grants and Contracts with Hospitals

Audit Requirements

Non-profits: OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations

Other Requirements

2 CFR Part 25, Central Contractor Registration and Data Universal Numbering System

2 CFR Part 170, Reporting Subawards and Executive Compensation  

2 CFR Part 175, Award Term for Trafficking in Persons

2 CFR Part 1400, Government-wide Debarment and Suspension (Non-procurement)

2 CFR Part 1401, Requirements for Drug-Free Workplace (Financial Assistance)

43 CFR 18, New Restrictions on Lobbying: Submission of an application also represents the applicant’s certification of the statements in 43 CFR Part 18, Appendix A-Certification Regarding Lobbying.

41 USC §6306, Prohibition on Members of Congress Making Contracts with Federal Government: No member of or delegate to Congress or Resident Commissioner shall be admitted to any share or part of this award, or to any benefit that may arise therefrom; this provision shall not be construed to extend to an award made to a corporation for the public’s general benefit.

Executive Order 13513, Federal Leadership on Reducing Text Messaging while Driving: Recipients are encouraged to adopt and enforce policies that ban text messaging while driving, including conducting initiatives of the type described in section 3(a) of the order.  
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