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Appendix 1: Request for Information (RFI) Response Template
USAID/Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
Economic Growth Office (EG)
Name:
Title:
Organization:
Email:

[bookmark: _GoBack]USAID/DRC/EG is interested in responses to the following specific questions. (Respondents are encouraged to review the questions and include responses to the most relevant questions in their submissions. Respondents do not need to respond to all the questions listed below.):

The activity seeks to develop approaches that are scalable and replicable. 

1. Fall Armyworm (FAW) is a major threat to maize production in Africa.  Although it is known that FAW is present in the DRC, minimal efforts have been made to assess the threat and control the spread. What steps need to be taken to assure that FAW is addressed both domestically and regionally?  Who should be involved and why? In what regions, specifically?

2. This activity seeks development solutions that will adopt a more demand-driven, private sector-led approach. Microeconomic risks such as burdensome taxation, poor property rights and contract enforcement, corruption, and legal or regulatory underperformance contribute to many enterprises operating informally, constrain opportunities for growth and make Congolese agricultural products less competitive in local, regional and international markets. It also hinders growth of value-added, post-harvest processing industries. How can USAID/DRC overcome or minimize these barriers in innovative ways in order to catalyze private sector-led investment in DRC? In what specific sectors are there opportunities to catalyze investment and in what specific ways can this be achieved?  

3. Enabling access to capital has been shown to be a highly effective way of improving agricultural productivity. In the DRC, the majority of financing goes towards large commercial organizations and the wealthy and only 3.8 percent of credit goes towards agriculture. What are methods to improve access to capital, especially for smallholder farmers or small and medium enterprises in agriculture value chains?  Beyond debt financing, what opportunities exist to increase access to finance through mechanisms such as private equity, basket funds, or blended finance?

4. Infrastructure challenges such as poor road conditions and lack of economical transport options, coupled with difficulties accessing a reliable electricity supply, are significant constraints to economic growth. Given the scale of the infrastructure challenges, what are some innovative or private-sector led solutions to overcome these constraints? To what extent is the electricity supply a binding constraint to growth in the agriculture sector? If needed, what strategic, practical opportunities exist to improve electricity supply for agricultural production or value chains?

5. What opportunities exist to promote or facilitate regional cross-border trade that would benefit growth of Congolese enterprises?

6. Dissemination and adoption of agricultural productivity enhancing technologies and inputs is hampered by perceived lack of market demand and by weak government systems unable to provide extension and research services, especially to the widely dispersed smallholder farmers. What technologies have the most potential in terms of both improving agricultural productivity and adoption?  What are the best means to improve adoption of new technologies and disseminate new models?  

7. Value chain development has the potential to stimulate economic growth and increase the competitiveness of the agricultural sector.  What crops in the USAID/DRC CDCS target areas have the most potential for increasing farmer incomes, specifically taking into account smallholder farmers and small to medium sized enterprises (SMEs) and why?   Are there any options to bring agriculture up to scale which can also benefit these SMEs? 

8. What are the main drivers of malnutrition in DRC and how can a nutrition-sensitive agriculture approach be applied to improving nutritional status?  Paying special attention to local taboos, women, the extreme poor, youth, and marginalized communities, what crops offer the most potential for improving nutritional outcomes in USAID/DRC CDCS target areas and why?

9. Exploitation of bushmeat for urban and rural populations is decimating wildlife populations in protected areas and supplies will soon be exhausted, leaving people with scarce alternatives for sources of protein. What are some innovative approaches that USAID/DRC agriculture programs can use to provide alternative protein sources for urban and rural consumers, in order to reduce demand for bushmeat?   

10. Multi-sectoral coordination has been shown to be vital to improving food security, nutrition indicators, and economic growth.  What are the best methods to incorporate WASH, nutrition, gender and youth, conflict sensitivity, and resilience in agricultural programming?

11. Working with vulnerable and disadvantaged groups requires a different approach that builds assets, decreases risks particularly for women, and improves household resilience.  What are the best means of improving access to agricultural opportunities for these groups?

12. Access to land is an issue in many regions in DRC, especially South Kivu where population density is the highest in the country.  How can this challenge be addressed/ circumvented in an activity focused on improving and increasing agricultural production?

13. Are there are any other topics not listed above that USAID should address or consider in developing its agriculture programs?
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