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Project Title
	
Continued Research and Preservation of Cultural Resources associated with Trail of Tears National Historic Trail

	Recipient
	Middle Tennessee State University

	Principal Investigator / Program Manager
	Carroll Van West

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$25,000.00

	Cost Share
	N/A

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Approximately 16 months.

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	9/1/2017 to 12/31/2018

	Award Instrument
	Piedmont - South Atlantic Coast CESU Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	54 USC Sec. 101702(a) & (b); 54 USC 100703; 1988 Omnibus Act

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945 -- Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System (CESU)

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	Not applicable since TA for existing cooperative agreement

	NPS Point of Contact
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	OVERVIEW

	to maintain the historic building data base for the Trail of Tears that was developed over the past few years under previous agreements, produce a historic structure report for a priority property identified by NPS and MTSU; and populate the existing data base with inventories of significant Trail of Tears road segments and cultural landscapes on accessible lands in Georgia and Kentucky

	
RECIPIENT (COOPERATOR) INVOLVEMENT

	The Middle Tennessee State University will:

	Work on 5 (five) tasks to maintain the historic building data base for the Trail of Tears that was developed over the past few years under previous agreements, produce a historic structure report for a priority property identified by NPS and MTSU; and populate the existing data base with inventories of significant Trail of Tears road segments and cultural landscapes on accessible lands in Georgia and Kentucky

	

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT



Substantial involvement, in accordance to 505 DM 2.8 and 2.9 will be accomplished by:

NPS and MTSU have co-developed the scope of work for this project. NPS will work collaboratively with MTSU in selecting which historic buildings should receive priority for development of the Historic Structures Report, and develop systems to maintain and further develop t data bases for cultural resources along the Trail of Tears and the Santa Fe Trail.
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	SINGLE SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) recognizes competition is not required for a federal financial assistance award and at the same time requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for a single-source award. The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


505 DM 2.14 stipulates that a single-source federal financial assistance award must satisfy one
or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.

	
The National Park Service and Middle Tennessee State University , as members of the PSAC- CESU, are under a Cooperative Agreement which allows Middle Tennessee State University to participate in specific tasks under task agreements with the National Park Service.

	
The National Park Service intends to award this project to Middle Tennessee State University based on the following criterion:

	(4) Unique Qualifications:

	Middle Tennessee State University  can provide the specific research and investigative support to conduct this particular task while providing an effective outcome for the National Park Service and the research project.

	As such, Middle Tennessee State University is uniquely qualified to perform this activity based on their participation as a University Partner in the CESU, capacity to provide appropriate researchers, and geographical location.
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