Questions & Answers

RFA USAID-M-OAA-GRO-LMA-09-2697

American Educators for Africa (AEFA)

1. Question: Does the recipient organization have to operate in all 16 countries identified or can we work in one or two out of the list?

Answer: The proposer doesn’t have to work in all fifteen countries, but should clearly have a strategy for how to go about implementing the targeted countries once they have been jointly agreed upon. 

2. Question: Because there is only one grant available, we are looking to become a partner with an institution or consortium who is preparing to apply for this grant program.  Do you know of such an institution that we could contact and ask about partnership opportunities?

Answer:  We cannot make any recommendations on potential partners.

3. Question: Please let us know if RFA No: USAID-M-OAA-GRO-LMA-09-2967, American Educators for Africa, is accepting proposals for increasing human and institutional capacity in Zimbabwe by increasing the supply of skilled educators and administrators in that nation.

Answer:  Please refer to the list of countries contained in the RFA where USAID has bilateral education programs.

4. Question: This RFA states that ‘teachers’ is a generic term. Are you looking for Professionals with a vast array of skills to help with the development country-level capacity in Africa/Liberia?

Answer: We are looking for organizations to respond to the requirements of the RFP.  The use of the term educators is broad.

5. Question: Can we request the country that we’d be working in? We already have a strong relationship with the country of Tanzania.   

Answer: The targeted countries will be selected from the list of USAID bilateral education programs and jointly agreed upon with the selected organization.   

6. Question: Per page 9 of the proposal, do we need to provide security services and health care services, or is there an infrastructure for these in place? We were unclear about this.  

Answer: The awardee will be responsible for providing the requisite insurance and for developing a plan to address these requirements.  

7. Question: Regarding the 18 month timeframe for participant volunteers, does that mean we can rotate student teachers in and out throughout that 18-month period or are they required to stay at least 18 months consecutively?  

Answer:  We anticipate that volunteers will need to be in-country for a minimum of 1 year in order to build an effective program.   
8. Question:   If the program begins July 2009, and the application deadline is April 14, 2009, when would be contacted whether our proposal was accepted or not?  

Answer:  We anticipate that the successful applicant will be notified by mid-May.  

9. Question: The 10%-20% match - Can this be a combination of volunteers, land and building space? 
Answer: All contributions, including cash and third party inkind, can 

be accepted as part of the recipient's cost sharing or matching.  Further guidance on cost share can be found in CFR 226.23
10. Question: Is this RFP 1 award or several awards for the 8 million? 
Answer: The RFP is one award.
11. Question: Is the July start date the implementation date or the date you are expecting training to start? 
Answer: July is when we anticipate implementation will begin.  
12.  Question: What are the total number of teachers and administrators to be trained by 2010?  What are the focus communities for this RFP?   
Answer:  The overall numbers for AEI is 920,000.  The awardee is expected to propose the number based on the proposed program a strategy.  The targeted countries will selected from the list of countries where USAID has bilateral education programs in consultation with the awardee.
13. Question: The Accra Agenda for Action - can you explain its principles and how this will tie into the RFA?  

Answer: It is recommended that the applicant perform an internet search for the Accra Agenda for Action and familiarize itself with the tenets of this document.  

14. Question: USAID works closely with host countries, how much input will be required by the host countries in the implementation of this project, should we be successful and in what way?  

Answer: The host country governments are key partners and as such it is anticipated that we will work closely to ensure that proposed activities support the country’s overall education strategy. 

15. Question: Will USAID have a country representative who will preside over, or be involved with country support in relation to expected guidelines and outcome of the project implementation and or operation? 

Answer: USAID/Washington will work closely with its colleagues in the field, including USAID Mission education officer to provide programmatic oversight.
16. Question: Section A Program Description (page 8-9 A.5 Technical Approach) refers to considering security etc., whilst that would be a consideration, can we clarify accommodation, living expenses etc to be provided by the Applicant or can the JRDC include this as part of its request for funding.  We observe you refer to ‘Cost Sharing’; this is why we would like your views? 

Answer: We are not clear on this question.

17. Question: A.6 Recipient Responsibility A.6.1 Monitoring and Evaluation, does USAID have their own guidelines or do they want the Applicants to have their own guidelines concerning what are to be included in this process? Or is their a criteria to be followed?  

Answer: Proposer must have an M&E plan and should propose what that plan is that will enable it to report on stated indicators and provide qualitative and quantitative information on impacts.     

18. Question: A.6.2 Implementation Plan, is there a specific format of USAID that the Applicant is expected to adhere to?  
Answer: No other formats other than what is stated in the RFP.

19. Question: A.6.3 Financial and Performance Reporting Requirement does USAID have their own format that they would prefer the Applicant to adhere to or can these be obtained if that is the case and where from?  It is stated that the “Reports shall be in accordance with 22 CFR 226.51 and 226.52”…. Can you explain? 
Answer: CFR 226.51 requirements can be found at: 


          http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2007/aprqtr/22cfr226.51.htm

         CFR 226.52 requirements can be found at: 

               http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2007/aprqtr/22cfr226.52.htm
 

20. Question: Will USAID have its own monitoring and evaluation plan that is expected to be followed during the life of the award?  If so, when and how will this be issued?

Answer: USAID reserves the right to independently monitor and evaluate its programs. 

 

21. Question: Cost Share (page 10) can you clarify some specifics and also will documentation be submitted on Applicants being successful?  

Answer:    See answer to question 9 above. 

