FY23 State Fire Capacity
Mitigation Grant

New Name — formerly State Fire Assistance


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The budget actually calls this grant the Competitive WUI Grant.


Grants.gov

e Advertised on Grants.gov

* Applicants apply on Grants.gov

Clearance to post on Grants.gov

* Must have approved funding

e Clearance from SPBA (Strategic Planning, Budget, & Accountability)

* Approved by OBPA (Office of Budget & Program Analysis) at the Dept. level

* Application form will be optional (per Paperwork Reduction Act)

* The instructions say applicants must answer all the questions/sections with
maximum character limits that appear on the optional application form


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We weren’t allowed to advertise based on pending funding.  Congress must pass a budget that include this allocation before we can start the clearance process.
Application form will need to be optional (per Paperwork Reduction Act since it hasn’t been approved by OMB – Office of Management & Budget).  However, the instructions say applicants must answer all of the questions/sections with # of character limits that appear on the optional application form



FY23 SFC Mitigation - Purpose

Applications must be consistent with the Cohesive Strategy goals:

1. Restore and Maintain Landscapes: Landscapes across all jurisdictions
are resilient to fire-related disturbances, in accordance with
management objectives.

2. Create Fire Adapted Communities: Human populations and
infrastructure can withstand a wildfire without loss of life or
property.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 3rd Cohesive Strategy Goal of Safe and Effective Wildfire Response will effectively be met if the other 2 goals are being met.  Response activities is funded under SFA Response grants.
SFC Hazard Mitigation application activities should clearly focus on identifying and creating fire adapted communities by:
Reducing hazardous fuels in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)
Developing, and implementing Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs)
Providing prevention and mitigation education, and/or
By achieving Fire Adapted Community and Firewise programming and other community hazard mitigation activities. 
An emphasis should be placed on funding areas that have developed or are developing CWPPs, FEMA hazard mitigation plans, or other collaboratively developed hazard mitigation plans. 

Funds cannot be used on Federal lands, excluding Tribal trust lands



FY23 SFC Mitigation

Each State can have a maximum of 2 Internal and 2 External Applications
* Internal = Primary State Forestry Agency

e External = other State Agencies, County/Local governments, other NGOs
(including landowner associations, RC&Ds, HOAs, etc.)

e External applicants MUST have a letter of support from appropriate State Forester
* External applicants must still meet the application deadline on grants.gov


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reach out to your known partners if you want to support an external application now.  
What is a timeframe for getting a letter of support from the State Forester?

Approved external applications will go through the state as a pass-through grant.  States can require external applicants provide the match.


FY23 SFC Mitigation

Each application should be between $25,000-$300,000

* No state will receive more than 15% of total available funding available

e Budget for FY23 = 55,592,340
* the 15% cap is $838,851.00


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We got an additional $84,171 this year compared to FY22.
A strategic approach if States want to support external applications is to make sure their total applications don’t go over the 15% cap.

Example:  2 State Applications for $300,000 each = $600,000.  The external application(s) shouldn’t go over $238,851


FY23 SFC Mitigation

Tribes are invited to apply

* Tribal entities are separate, not considered external, and tribal applications will
not count toward a state’s maximum # of applicants or maximum state funding.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tribal applicants that are selected will be funded by the same amount of funding.  Tribal applicants DO NOT need State Forester support.


FY23 SFC Mitigation

MATCH

* All applications must meet the 1:1 cost-share match
* Match can be in the form of a cash or in-kind contribution
* Cash match cannot be from other federal funding



FY23 SFC Mitigation

New Addition to Application

e Assistance to Underserved Communities:

* Describe your outreach activities and assistance to underserved
communities in support of Executive Order 13985: Advancing
Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through
the Federal Government.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Points are awarded for applications that show a clear, meaningful benefit to or engagement with underserved communities/people. Communities with CDC SVI value of .75 or higher or Low Income Community data may be used to assist with your project description. These data can be found at https://svi.cdc.gov/map.html and at https://wildfirerisk.org/download/.
If using data other that those listed above, sources must be cited and available publicly and subject to an eligibility review.



FY23 SFC Mitigation

Equipment
* If selected, an Equipment Justification form will be required

* Include detailed information within the application to support the need and use
of equipment



FY23 SFC Mitigation —
Hazard Review Committee

Southern Area Hazard Mitigation Review Committee will review and score all
applications.

Scores will be ranked, and applications will be funded by rank until funds are
expended.

* Any funds remaining after grants are funded in their entirety could be used to
partially fund the next ranked application if the proposed project can be
accomplished with 75% of the requested amount without significantly altering
the intent and accomplishments of the project and without exceeding the state’s

15% cap.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If an application ranks high enough to be funded but exceeds the state’s 15% cap, it will not be funded (thus the strategic application amount supported).

We will ask the review committee to provide comments on each application and offer suggestions for improved applications for the future.


FY23 SFC Mitigation -

* Include actual costs in the application

* We can’t change the applications once they are reviewed and approved by
the selection committee

* Read the Scoring Rubric in the Application Instructions
* This is what the review committee will use to score the applications


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Use Worksheet A or some other calculated itemized cost sheet to determine which costs to include in the application.  Must match SF-424.

READ the instructions!  READ the Scoring Rubric.  Ask another state or partner to review your application prior to submitting to make sure your intent is obvious to the reader.


FY23 SFC Mitigation -

Proposed Timeline for Grant
* Post on Grants.gov early March

* Open for 60 days
* Review/Scoring by the Review Committee — mid May

* Selections made — late May
 Award Letter by June 30



FY23 SFC Mitigation — Selected Applications

* For State Forestry Agencies, SFC Mitigation will be a
modification to the CPG

* Mitigation will be a separate line item in the CPG and should be invoiced
separate from Response.

* For Tribes, SFC Mitigation will be a stand-alone grant



FY23 State Fire Capacity
Mitigation Grant

QUESTIONS?
Email SM.FS.R8 coopfire@usda.gov



mailto:SM.FS.R8_coopfire@usda.gov
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