NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 
 Bureau of Counterterrorism (CT)
U.S. Department of State

Announcement Type:	New Announcement
Funding Opportunity Title:	Regional and Bilateral Countering Violent Extremism Support in the Western Balkans
Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance (CFDA) Number:		19.701
Funding Amount:			$1,678,750
Anticipated Number of Awards:	One (1)
Cost Sharing Requirement: 		Not Required

Assistance Type: 			Cooperative Agreement 
Funding Type: 	Discretionary
Authority:	Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 as amended  
Source of Funding	Economic Support Funds (ESF) 
Funding Activity Category: 	Other

NOFO Issuance Date:	April 26, 2018  
Closing Date for Submission of         Complete proposal packages must be submitted through     
Applications:                                       www.grants.gov by May 30, 2018, 11:59 pm Eastern   
                                                            Standard Time (EST)
Deadline for Receipt of Questions:    May 15, 2018, 5:00 pm, EST

Eligibility Category: 	U.S. - based non-profit/non-governmental organizations (NGOs) having a 501(c) (3) status with the IRS; overseas non-governmental organizations; Foreign Public Entities and Public International Organizations (PIOs).  
 
	For-profit and commercial firms are not eligible to apply in response to this NOFO.
Type of Applicant:			Organizations.   Individuals are not eligible to apply

Electronic Requirement: 	Yes.  E-mailed or faxed proposal packages will not be considered
Number of Applications:	One (1) per applicant organization 
	NOTE:  Organizations may form consortia and submit a combined proposal.  However, only one organization must be designated as the lead applicant.  The lead applicant must meet the eligibility criteria listed above.  
Anticipated Award Date: 	Within approximately six to eight weeks of the closing of this announcement, the successful applicant will receive notification.  The U.S. Department of State is under no obligation to fund any of the proposals submitted under this funding opportunity.

	 
Est. Project Start Date:		August 2018
Est. Project End Date: 		August 2021

Project Duration:	36 months
	Pending availability of additional funding and satisfactory performance of the recipient, the award may be extended 

Submission of Applications:	Application packages must be submitted via Grants.gov (www.grants.gov) 

This funding opportunity is posted on grants.gov and may be amended.  Answers to questions 
from potential applicants will be posted as an attachment to this NOFO.  Applicants should 
regularly check the www.grants.gov website for the most recent information pertaining to this 
NOFO.  Department of State/CT Bureau bears no responsibility for data errors resulting 
from transmission or conversion processes associated with electronic submissions.

www.sam.gov  registration is required to receiving a Federal assistance award.  See the Proposal Submission Instructions (PSI) for more information.

All applicants must provide a Unique Entity Identifier, or Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS), when submitting application on Grants.gov. Applicants that do not have a valid DUNS number will be considered ineligible. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The United States Department of State’s Bureau of Counterterrorism (CT) announces a Notification of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for organizations interested in submitting proposals to support governments and civil society in implementing national CVE strategies and action plans, as well as regional efforts to build local capacity to launch CVE counter-messaging campaigns, in the Western Balkans region. 

Subject to the availability of funds, CT intends to issue an award of $1,678,750 for a project period of up to 36 months.  Pending availability of funding and successful implementation of the project, CT may consider adding funds to the award.  CT intends to support one (1) award as a result of this NOFO.

CT reserves the right to fund any or none of the proposals submitted and reserves the right to reduce, revise, or increase the proposal’s budget in accordance with the needs of the project and the availability of funds.  

The Federal award signed by the Grants Officer is the only authorizing document.



This NOFO consists of this cover page plus the following sections:

1.  Funding Opportunity Description
1. Award Information and Application Evaluation and Scoring 
1. Eligibility Information
1. Agency Contacts

The complete solicitation package also includes the mandatory Proposal Submission Instructions (PSI) and Application Review Information.

Eligible organizations interested in submitting an application are encouraged to review this NOFO thoroughly to understand the type of project sought and the application submission requirements and review process.  


I. FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION

BACKGROUND

Countering violent extremism (CVE) is a key pillar of a comprehensive and sustainable counterterrorism strategy.  CVE refers to actions intended to reduce the ability of terrorists to radicalize, recruit, mobilize, and inspire followers and to change the conditions that are conducive to the spread of terrorism, terrorist recruitment, and radicalization of individuals or groups.  CT’s CVE activities focus on addressing foreign radicalization and recruitment by terrorist organizations, such as al-Qa'ida (AQ), the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), and their affiliates, which pose the greatest threat to the United States and our interests.  In the Western Balkans, further expertise and support is required to build resilience to terrorist influences among populations and communities most susceptible to radicalization and recruitment into terrorist organizations, counter the messaging and narratives of terrorists and terrorist groups that incite and support violent activities, and  increase the will and capacity of governmental and nongovernmental partners to employ and implement CVE strategies and address the drivers of terrorism. 

PROJECT’S GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  

Through this NOFO, CT seeks applications for programming to advance key CVE goals and objectives in Western Balkans region.  The primary goal of this program is to ensure that governments and civil society build and maintain effective partnerships and capacity to prevent and reduce terrorism inspired by ISIS and other terrorist groups. This includes efforts to: (1) promote understanding of the drivers of radicalization and recruitment to terrorism; (2) increase the capacity of governments, sub-national authorities, and civil society to implement strategies and activities that target the lifecycle of violent radicalization, including prevention, intervention, disengagement, and rehabilitation, and; (3) increase resilience in communities that are vulnerable to, or targeted for, radicalization and terrorist recruitment.


In support of this goal, this program has 3 key objectives:

· Objective 1: Build bilateral, sustainable, local capacity to operationalize and implement national CVE strategies and action plans in Albania and Macedonia to reduce the incidence of terrorist recruitment, radicalization, and inspiration; 
· Objective 2: Facilitate regional cooperation and collaboration on CVE capacity building projects, approaches, lines of effort in support of national CVE strategies;
· Objective 3: Build and support localized, sustainable counter-messaging campaigns and approaches online to reduce the threat of terrorist recruitment and radicalization throughout the region in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbia. 

Through this NOFO, CT seeks applications for a regional CVE program consisting of two project parts.  Applicants should submit a combined proposal that addresses projects parts A and B listed below:

Project Part A: Regional Civil Society Empowerment to Counter Violent Extremism Online and Creation of CVE Content in the Western Balkans (approximately: $989, 375)

Online recruitment of individuals to radicalize or join terrorist organizations contributed to flows of foreign terrorist fighters to/from conflict zones in Iraq and Syria, as well as the commission of domestic acts of terrorism.  CT seeks proposals for a project that will work with diverse groups of local NGOs and civil society actors (both bilaterally and at a regional level) to introduce the tools and techniques needed to create organized, but decentralized, online counter-narrative campaigns that use localized content to push back against terrorist narratives to prevent radicalization, recruitment, and inspiration of individuals to terrorism in key areas in the Western Balkans, including in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbia. More specifically, the project will increase the capacity of a variety of stakeholders to employ techniques, strategies, policies, technologies, and tools to amplify positive alternative content online that counters terrorist propaganda, discredits narratives that are used to recruit individuals to commit acts of terrorism, and address drivers that draw individuals to terrorism. The project should include a baseline assessment and analysis of specific online trends of terrorist and violent extremist networks and associated threats in the region (incorporating existing local-level research).  Once that baseline research is conducted, or if such research already exists, the project will utilize it to facilitate an informed implementation approach; trainings for local actors on counter-narrative campaigns, techniques, and practices that incorporate insights from subject matter experts from international and local social media and technology companies; development of localized content focused on countering radicalization and  recruitment to terrorism and providing positive, factually sound alternative messages (including films, documentaries, clips, stories, etc.);  advice on and oversight of any campaign launch; development of strategies and plans to ensure sustainability and continued engagement after the project’s period of performance; and potential seed funding to jumpstart campaigns. Counter-narrative content should highlight a variety of vignettes, experiences, and insights such as those provided by family members of those who have left to fight in conflict zones, former recruits, religious experts, historians, and law enforcement officials.  Potential topics include examining the historical and cultural role of tolerance and pluralism in the Western Balkans, exposing misinformation propagated by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, communicating the human impact of terrorism, and raising awareness of the tactics used to recruit individuals to join terrorist organizations. A variety of assessments, trainings, and workshops, at local, national and regional levels will be used to support the different lines of effort as described above. 

Project Part B: National CVE Strategy and Implementation Support in Albania and Macedonia (approximately $689, 375)

Governments and civil society actors in the Western Balkans region are now working to operationalize and implement national CVE strategies and action plans. Part B of the project should focus on building sustainable institutional capacity with key government and relevant civil society actors in support of implementation of national CVE strategies and action plans.  More specifically, this project should provide mentorship and training to, with, and via the National CVE Coordinators in Macedonia and Albania, while also fostering further regional synergies in support of these goals.  Approaches should include support in the form of: (1) facilitation and provision of technical subject matter expertise to the National CVE Advisors in Albania and Macedonia; (2) trainings and related support to build the capacity and understanding of relevant government and civil society in designing and implementing targeted CVE programs and initiatives that are linked to country strategies; (3) efforts to strengthen cross-sectoral relationships in conducting CVE activities, including those with the private sector; (4) regional trainings and collaboration opportunities; and (5)   support to maximize donor funding and CVE strategic planning; 6) support of pilot CVE projects associated with CVE action plans.  All project approaches will be expected to coordinate with, and draw expertise from, existing CVE resources, best practices, and institutions.  

Successful applicant will be issued a cooperative agreement with substantial involvement from CT in the Recipient’s implementation of this program and will be expected to coordinate closely with the DC-based program manager, as well as key staff in Embassies overseas.   As such, CT will closely work with the Recipient to provide direction and facilitate discussion with relevant Embassies on targets of potential assistance, including but not limited to, the selection of projects, recipients, and sub-award mechanisms. 

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES

The project will take place entirely in Western Balkans, and CVE proposals for project part A should have bilateral and regional components with focus on countries in the Western Balkans that have populations identified as susceptible to terrorist recruitment and influences, specifically in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbia; Project part B should focus specifically on the countries identified above (Albania and Macedonia). All proposals should address both project parts (A and B), and proposals that only address one project part will not be considered.

II. AWARD INFORMATION AND APPLICATION EVALUATION AND SCORING

The U.S. government may issue one award resulting from this NOFO to those responsible applicants whose application is the most responsive to the goals and objectives set forth in this NOFO.  The U.S. government may (a) reject any or all applications, and/or (b) waive informalities and minor irregularities in applications received. 

The U.S. government may make an award on the basis of initial applications received without discussion or negotiations.  Therefore, applications should contain the applicant’s best terms from a cost and technical standpoint.  

It is U.S. Department of State policy that English is the official language of all documents.  U.S. dollar is the controlling currency.  Proposal and related supporting documents must be in English and accompanying budget in U.S. dollars. 

Applicants should note that the following criteria will serve as a standard against which all applications will be evaluated.  Department of State will issue an award to the applicant whose proposal represents the best value to the U.S. Government on the basis of technical merit, efficient use of USG funds, and satisfactory organizational capacity.  In addition, each application will be evaluated and scored on the Proposal Components using a 100-point scale by a peer review committee of Department of State.  

Bureau will conduct a merit review of all eligible applications as outlined in this NOFO.  Applications will be reviewed by an independent review panel consisting of qualified representatives from other DOS bureaus and offices or Posts.  Final approval resides with the DOS Grants Officer.

Based on eligible applications that are responsive to the requirements outlined above, the review panel will use the following criteria when rating proposals: 

Quality of Project Idea (Total Possible 25 points) 
· Responsive to the solicitation and appropriate in the Western Balkans context; Theory of change is successfully developed and clearly stated; 
· Appropriate partners and expertise (both local and international) are included in the project approach to effectively implement both project parts (A and B); 
· Direct connection established between proposed activities and the desired results, tying back to the overall project objectives; 
· Exhibits originality, prioritizes innovation, but is feasible. 

Project Planning/Ability to Achieve Objectives (Total Possible 10 points)
· Activities are developed and detailed.  Objectives are clear, specific, attainable, measurable results-focused and placed in a reasonable time frame; 
· Flexibility and ability to adapt based  the administering bureau’s feedback is addressed; 
· Describes the division of labor among the direct applicant, any partners, and any potential sub-grantees; addresses how the project will engage or obtain support from relevant stakeholders; and identifies local partners where appropriate. 

Past Performance and Continuity of Efforts (Total Possible 35 points)

· The applicant demonstrates a proven record of successful projects and past performance in the Western Balkans on CVE-specific capacity building assistance, specifically in the development, execution, and implementation of national CVE strategies/action plans, and regional frameworks for supporting local, decentralized counter-messaging capacity-building and content development;   
· The proposal clearly articulates how previous related CVE efforts in the region will be considered, utilized, and incorporated into the project’s approach; 
· The proposal incorporates existing CVE best practices, approaches, research and subject matter expertise. 

Cost Effectiveness (Total Possible 10 points)

· The overhead and administration of the proposal, including salaries and honoraria, are explained and justified for the work involved; 
· All budget items are allocable, reasonable and necessary and linked to program objectives and demonstrate efficient use of U.S. Government funds. 

Note:  Cost share is not required.  Applicants may offer cost share, however cost share will not be considered or factored in when proposals are reviewed.

Project Monitoring and Evaluation (Total Possible 10 points)

· The Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) Plan includes: 
· Narrative explaining how monitoring and evaluation will be carried out and who will be responsible for monitoring and evaluation activities; 
· Table listing by project objectives the output- and outcome-based performance indicators with baselines and (yearly and cumulative) targets; data collection tools; data sources; types of data disaggregation, if applicable; and frequency of monitoring and evaluation. 

Multiplier Effect/Sustainability of Impact (Total Possible 10 points)
· Clearly delineates how elements of the project will have a multiplier effect and be sustainable beyond the life of the grant. 


APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION:
Please refer to the Proposal Submission Instructions (PSI) for more information and complete instructions on how to apply to this NOFO, including information on proposal’s content and formatting.  Please use both the PSI and the announcement to ensure that the proposal submission is in full compliance with the requirements. Proposal submissions that do not meet all of the requirements outlined in the NOFO and PSI will NOT be considered.  



FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION:

Pursuant to 2 CFR 200.400 g, it is U.S. Department of State policy not to award profit under assistance instruments. 

Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of an application.  In addition, a final award cannot be made until funds have been fully appropriated, allocated, and committed through internal CT Bureau procedures.  While it is anticipated that these procedures will be successfully completed, potential applicants are hereby notified of these requirements and conditions for award.  Applications are submitted at the risk of the applicant. All preparation and submission costs are at the applicant’s expense.

It is the responsibility of the recipient of this NOFO to ensure that it has been recorded as received by Grants.gov in its entirety.  Incomplete applications will be considered ineligible. 

The Department of State bears no responsibility for data errors resulting from transmission or conversion processes associated with electronic submissions. 

The Federal award signed by the Grants Officer is the only authorizing document. 

Reporting Requirements
Recipients will, at a minimum, be required to submit Quarterly Progress Reports and Quarterly Financial Reports (SF-425) describing key activities undertaken during the preceding month towards accomplishment of the stated objectives.  Progress Reports will compare actual to planned performance and indicate the progress made in accomplishing each assistance award task/goal noted in the grant agreement and will contain analysis and summary of findings, both quantitative and qualitative, for key indicators.  Financial Reports provide a means of monitoring expenditures and comparing costs incurred with progress.  

NOTE:  It is Department of State policy that English is the official language of all documents.  If reports or any supporting documents are provided in both English and a foreign language, it must be stated in each version that the English language version is the controlling version.  
U.S. dollar is the controlling currency.  

Mandatory disclosures (2 CFR 200.113)
The non-federal entity or applicant for a federal award must disclose, in a timely manner, in writing to the federal awarding agency or pass-through entity all violations of federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the federal award.  Non-federal entities that have received a Federal award including the term and condition outlined in Appendix XII of the 2 CFR 200—Award Term and Condition for Recipient Integrity and Performance Matters are required to report certain civil, criminal, or administrative proceedings to SAM.  Failure to make required disclosures can result in any of the remedies described in §200.338 Remedies for noncompliance, including suspension or debarment.

Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity Information System (FAPIIS)
A federal awarding agency, prior to making a federal award will  review and consider any information about the applicant that is in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM (currently FAPIIS) (see 41 U.S.C. 2313). Applicant, at its option, may review information in the designated integrity and performance systems accessible through SAM and comment on any information about itself that a Federal awarding agency previously entered and is currently in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through www.sam.gov. Federal awarding agency will consider any comments by the applicant, in addition to the other information in the designated integrity and performance system, in making a judgment about the applicant's integrity, business ethics, and record of performance under Federal awards when completing the review of risk posed by applicants as described in §200.205 Federal awarding agency review of risk posed by applicants.


OTHER INFORMATION

Applicant organizations must demonstrate adherence to equal opportunity employment practices and commitment to non-discrimination with respect to beneficiaries. Non-discrimination includes equal treatment without regard to race, religion, ethnicity, gender, and political affiliation.  Applicants are reminded that U.S. Executive Orders and U.S. law prohibits transactions with or support to individuals or organizations associated with terrorism. 

Proposals that reflect any type of support for any member, affiliate, or representative of a designated to terrorist organization or narcotics trafficker, including elected members of government, will NOT be considered. This provision must be included in any sub‐awards/sub-contracts issued under this award.


III. ELIGIBLITY INFORMATION


Applications must:

· Demonstrate past performance, experience, and expertise in implementing CVE programming in the Western Balkans. 
· Demonstrate in-depth understanding of the political landscapes, sensitivities, history and culture of countries in the Western Balkans.
· Narrate a clear understanding of the nexus between proposed activities and the drivers of terrorism in the region
· Identify how current projects, programs, and institutions related to CVE in Albania, Macedonia, and the region will impact, and be integrated into, the proposed efforts.
· Incorporate relevant local and international expertise in CVE in both components of the project.
· Applicants should emphasize the development of an institutional framework, training, and technical approach that incorporates adult learning best practices in mentoring and advising. 
· Applicants should also identify ways to engage with the array of civilian government actors in trainings that can help government officials and key civil society members contribute to successful development of CVE approaches. 


IV. AGENCY CONTACTS

Any prospective applicant desiring an explanation or interpretation of this NOFO must request it in writing by the deadline for questions specified in the cover letter to allow a reply to reach all prospective applicants before the submission of their applications. Any information given to a prospective applicant concerning this NOFO will be furnished promptly to all other prospective applicants as a Questions and Answers attachment to this NOFO, if that information is necessary in submitting applications or if the lack of it would be prejudicial to any other prospective applicants.

Any questions concerning this NOFO must be submitted in writing by email to the Bureau of Counterterrorism to Olga Kalashnikova (KalashnikovaO@state.gov) and Jeff Kline (KlineJH@state.gov), with the project title, the opportunity number, and your organization’s name in the subject line.
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