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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	CA-NOI-08-0006 

	Project Title
	Design and Evaluate Communication Strategies to Mitigate Visitor Use Impacts at Pelican and Cormorant Non-breeding Sites  

	Recipient
	Humboldt State University Sponsored Programs Foundation

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr. Carolyn Ward, Professor, Department of Environmental and Natural Resources Sciences, Humboldt State University, 1 Harpst Street, Arcata, California  95521 (707) 826-5639 cjw5@humboldt.edu

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$300,000

	Cost Share
	None

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	5 years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	6/15/08 through 09/30/2013

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative agreement

	Statutory Authority
	The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), as amended, 43 U.S.C Section 1737(b), P.L. 94-579

	CFDA # and Title
	15.231 – Fish, Wildlife, & Plant Conservation Resource Management

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based on technical expertise.

	BLM  Point of Contact
	David Fuller, Bureau of Land Management, Arcata Field Office, 1695 Heindon Road, Arcata, California  95521 (707)825-2315 dfuller@ca.blm.gov


OVERVIEW
Oil was spilled at the mouth of Humboldt Bay, California by the dredge M/V Stuyvesent in September 1999.  The Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan/Environmental Assessment (DARP) identified direct injuries to brown pelicans from the Stuyvesant and Kure oil spills and outlined restoration efforts to compensate for the injuries caused. The preferred restoration project outlined in the DARP includes public education, outreach via signs and educational materials, protective signage, annual monitoring, adaptive management and other measures to protect pelican roost sites. Interpretation has long been touted as an appropriate light-handed method of accomplishing many management goals including; reducing depreciative visitor behaviors, protecting resources, educating the public, increasing visitor support for resources and management agencies, reducing visitor conflicts, and satisfying visitor needs and expectations.  Many of these benefits of interpretation are widely accepted by practitioners in the field. This study provides a unique opportunity to create baseline data regarding the effectiveness of a communication strategy to protect non-breeding pelican and cormorant habitats about which the public has received relatively little information. Once completed, this study can be adapted and applied to protect a broader scale of wildlife resources along the entire California coast, including many of the offshore rocks associated with the California Coastal National Monument. 

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
The Principal Investigator will implement a study to determine the most effective and appropriate visitor behavioral modification techniques for wildlife-human interactions.  Develop appropriate educational and interpretive

messages and interventions to reduce depreciative behavior, educate the public, and promote positive attitudes toward protection of targeted species and habitats (Phase I), design and implement the interpretive interventions (Phase II), and assess the overall effectiveness of those interventions, and produce a final report with transferrable models for behavioral-modification techniques for wildlife-human interactions (Phase III).  Cooperative agrement will be issued under the Master Californian Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit, (CCESU) Cooperative Agreement.  
BLM  INVOLVEMENT

BLM will collaborate with the principal investigator by providing logistical support during the planning and implementation stages and by providing imaging and GIS mapping support at the analysis and report stages.  BLM will BLM will provide the principal investigator with use of vehicles and equipment as necessary.  BLM will provide the principal investigator existing data on the study sites as available and necessary.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




BLM did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications; technical expertise 
Single Source Justification Description:

(4) The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon technical expertise and cost-sharing ability.   The Principal Investigator provides unique expertise and experience regarding research on the effectiveness of interpretive approaches in producing the desired behavior. The principal investigator has knowledge of interpretive and educational techniques and has conducted research and published scientific articles on these subjects. It would not be possible for another source to conduct the study tasks described in this funding announcement with only the BLM funding contribution.  This cooperative agreement will be awarded against master Californian Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit, (CCESU) Cooperative Agreement Number.  
STATUTORY AUTHORITY
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, P.L. 94-579, Section 307(b) FLPMA, which provides that the Secretary of the Interior may conduct investigations, studies, and experiments, on his own initiative or in cooperation with others, involving management, protection, development, acquisition, and conveyance of the public lands and may enter into Cooperative Agreements for these purposes, subject to applicable law.
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