AMENDMENT 01 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
1) May an organization submit two proposals in response to this solicitation, one for the NGO Capacity Building Initiative and one for the Youth Career Development Initiative?

We welcome multiple submissions – all that we ask is that they are clearly titled/labeled as such, so we know the difference.
2) Please clarify the submission guidelines provided on page 5 regarding whether PDF is accepted: in the third paragraph, it states that "Applications are to be submitted electronically via e-mail attachments formatted in Microsoft Word and/or Excel (version 2003) or PDF format with a 3MB limit per email." and further down on page 5, it states that "Before sending documents to USAID as email attachment, they must be converted into Microsoft Word 2003 (for narrative text), or Excel (for tables). Can the submission be in PDF?
There are number of reasons we prefer word and excel files, as opposed to PDF.  The first is that in most cases, we will ask for the files at some point, so why not just ask for them upfront.  The other reason is that we often want to look at your calculations in excel (cost applications).  My suggestion would be to provide the original files in word and excel, but if you want to include a PDF that is acceptable as well (we understand a PDF may allow for you to provide a nicer presentation of the material – and if that is your wish, you are welcome to send it in as an annex).
3) We are a Guinea-based American NGO, but we are currently not registered with USAID as a Private Voluntary Organization.  Are we eligible to apply for a grant under this RFA to support Guinean NGOs that we collaborate with?

If you are not a PVO – are you a registered as a Guinean NGO in the country?

As far as partnering – USAID welcomes all partnerships with local entities.

4) Are we eligible to be a sub-contractor with other American NGOs interested in bidding on this project?

As far as partnering – USAID welcomes all partnerships with local entities.
5) On page 4 under Common Guidelines for Applications, the solicitation states that “all applications from qualified US or non-US entities such as private, non-profit organization…shall be considered.” Further down the page in the last paragraph, the solicitation states “preference will be given to Guinean-based applicants.”  Can you please define Guinean-based applicants?  Do you mean US organizations that are based in Guinea?  Or is your preference to work with national/local Guinean organizations?

USAID believes good ideas can come from anywhere and is open to all concepts/applications.  However, as stated in the RFA – the preference under this Request is for local, Guinean prime applicants.
6)  The cover letter of the RFA states, “Applications will be reviewed by USAID/Guinea for consideration of funding of awards from $10,000 up to a maximum of $200,000 for the first year of project implementation activities.  Applicants may request additional-year funding extensions for project activities lasting up to a total of 36 months.” And page 4 of the RFA states,” All Proposed projects should cost between $10,000 and $200,000.” Please confirm that the funding range of $10,000 to $200,000 should be considered for each project year budget.

Funding will range from $10 000 to $200 000 yearly for the first year. Additional funding is possible and will only depend on the availability of funds.
7)  In the “Cost Application Format” on page 8, the RFA asks us to indicate in-kind contributions of all organizations involved.  Please confirm that in-kind contributions are not required for this opportunity.

Although cost share is not specifically required under this RFA, it may be included.  Should it be included, a breakdown is required in the cost application.
8) Please confirm that in-kind contributions are not a component of the evaluation criteria for cost proposals.

In-kind contributions will not be factored in the evaluation.
9) Could you please list the required documents that the Prime needs to include in its cost proposal for its local Guinean partner(s)?

In addition to what is already required from any entity, we invite Prime applicants that are partnering with a Guinean entity to be as detailed as possible in their application. If possible, make sure to include details on cost share, overhead cost and all other costs that apply (direct and indirect)    

10)  On page of 5 of the RFA, it states “Applications thereof shall be submitted…. via email to Babacar Thioune at bathioune@usaid.gov and Brian Ellis at bellis@usaid.gov.” On page 6 of the RFA, it further states that, “It is the Applicant’s responsibility to confirm that the USAID/Senegal Mission has received the Application – both Technical and Cost/ Business Application.” Can you please confirm that the contact persons listed in the RFA are with USAID/Senegal? If not, please provide the name and email address of the person with USAID/Senegal for whom applicants should contact for confirmation of their submission.

As the RFA states – please send the application material to Mr. Thioune and Mr. Ellis.  This will ensure USAID/Senegal receives the applicants.
11)  We are interested in submitting a proposal for the USAID RFA above.  However, the deadlines are not clear.  It states November 1, 2012 as closing date for submission of All Applications.  However, somewhere in the RFA it also states the following as review dates:

RFA posted date +   60 days (first review in July 2012)

RFA posted date + 120 days (second review in September 2012)

RFA posted date + 180 days (third review in November 2012)

Would there be a review in July? If yes, when is the deadline to submit applications towards that review date?

For the first two rolling reviews, submissions will be due on the last day of the month- so, for example, the deadline for July will be July 31.  The hour due will be the same for all submissions.

