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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE















June 14, 2011
To all Applicants
Subject:   RFA-111-11-000002, USAID/Armenia Labor Market Integration of People with Disabilities 

The purpose of this Amendment 1 to RFA-111-11-000002 is to answer questions. See Attachment A.
Except as herein modified, all other terms and conditions of the RFA remain unchanged.

Sincerely,

John F. Lord
Agreement Officer
USAID/Armenia
ATTACHMENT A.

Request for Applications, RFA-111-11-000002

USAID/Armenia Labor Market Integration of People with Disabilities

	#
	Question
	USAID Response

	1.
	Page A1 of the RFA indicates that 25% cost share is required. This requirement is quite high. Please confirm that non-cash forms of cost share such as community contributions, in-kind contributions and private sector contributions will be accepted.
	USAID will consider in-kind and other non-cash cost share contributions that are real, valued conservatively, and are additive to the program.  Cash contributions can be objectively valued and should make up most of the cost share contribution.  For non-cash contributions, the applicant must describe the cost share and provide details on the method of valuation.  Applicants risk not meeting the 25% threshold if USAID does not accept the applicants’ valuations or does not agree that the cost share adds value to the program.  Attribution of the costs (which would be incurred anyway) of related programs being implemented by the government or other donors to this program is an example of no added value.  Attaching a monetary value to labor that is usually provided pro bono is not acceptable.    

	2.
	Page A-3 lists a maximum page limit of 3 pages for the Past Performance; however Page A-4 indicates that past performance summaries and past performance report forms are not counted against a page limitation. Please confirm that there is no page limit for section f: Past Performance.

	Past Performance limitation for maximum 3 pages applies to the list of all contracts, grants, and cooperative agreements involving relevant (similar or related) programs conducted by the applicant (or consortium partners) over the past three years.
There is no limitation for past performance report forms.

	3.
	If an applicant proposes to work with local partners, should those partners also submit the certifications and assurances, NICRA, and accounting manual if they have never received a USG award? Or do these requirements only apply to the prime applicant.
	Only the prime applicant should submit certifications and assurances and it is up to the prime applicant to verify the eligibility of local partners. The prime applicant is responsible for determining that the costs of subcontractors and subrecipients are reasonable and meet the same standards as required for the prime.  Unsupported indirect cost rates should not be used.  The recipient assumes full responsibility for the unsupported costs of its subs.  

	4.
	On USAID's letter it says that this cooperative agreement is a LWA (see paragraph 2 of the cover letter). However, there is no mention of any associate awards. Please clarify.
	That was an error.  

	5.
	Is there any regional emphasis? Should the applicant propose regional priorities?
	No, there are no regional emphases.
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