FTA-2010-007-TPM-TRIP Application Instructions


DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Transit Administration

Paul S. Sarbanes Transit in Parks Program Grants

Agency: Federal Transit Administration (FTA), DOT.

Action: Notice of Availability of Fiscal Year 2010 Funds: Solicitation of Grant Applications.

___________________________________________________________

FTA will announce final selections on the FTA website and in the Federal Register. Applications must be submitted electronically through the GRANTS.GOV “APPLY” function.

Dates
Complete applications for Paul S. Sarbanes Transit in Parks Program grants must be submitted electronically through the Grants.Gov Web site by June 28, 2010.  

FTA will announce grant selections in the Federal Register when the competitive selection process is complete. For more information on project eligibility and how to apply, please refer to the federal register notice.

Award Information

The purpose of the Transit in Parks Program is to enhance the protection of national parks and Federal lands, and increase the enjoyment of visitors’ experience by conserving natural, historical, and cultural resources; reducing congestion and pollution; improving visitor mobility and accessibility; enhancing the visitor experience; and ensuring access to all, including persons with disabilities. 

The program funds capital and planning expenses for alternative transportation systems such as buses and trams in federally-managed parks and public lands. Federal land management agencies, as well as State, tribal and local governments acting with the consent of a Federal land management agency are eligible to apply. DOI, after consultation with and in cooperation with FTA, will determine the final selection and funding of projects. Geographic diversity will be considered when allocating funds.

An estimated $24,500,000 will be available for the program in FY 2010. Successful applicants will be awarded grants for either planning or capital expenses. The program typically receives applications for twice the available funds. No one project will receive more than 25% of the available funds. Note that there are separate applications for capital projects and planning projects.

Eligible Applicants
Eligible applicants are Federal land management agencies that manage an eligible area, including but not limited to the National Park Service, the Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the Forest Service, and the Bureau of Reclamation; and State, tribal and local governments with jurisdiction over land in the vicinity of an eligible area, acting with the consent of a Federal land management agency, alone or in partnership with a Federal land management agency or other governmental or non-governmental participant. Note: If the applicant is a State, tribal, or local government, a letter from the affected unit(s) of the Federal land management agency or agencies expressing support for the project should be submitted with the project proposal. Proposals with support letters from the unit of the Federal land management agency or agencies will be weighted more favorably by FTA, DOI, and the Forest Service in its evaluation.

Eligible Projects
SAFETEA–LU defines alternative transportation as ‘‘transportation by bus, rail, or any other publicly or privately owned conveyance that provides to the public general or special service on a regular basis, including sightseeing service. This also includes a non-motorized transportation system (including the provision of facilities for pedestrians, bicycles, and non-motorized watercraft).’’ The program funds capital and planning expenses for alternative transportation systems such as buses and trams in federally-managed parks.

Proposal Content

The required electronic project proposal template as well as guidance on completing a proposal template can be found on GRANTS.GOV and on the program Web site at http://

www.fta.dot.gov/funding/grants/grants_financing_6106.html. Proposals should not exceed 10 pages (excluding the standard form 424) and use 12 pt. font.
Application Instructions:

Please refer to detailed instructions posted in the Federal Register notice:

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2010-05-13/html/2010-11474.htm 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2010-05-13/pdf/2010-11474.pdf 
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