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Posted: May 5, 2020

Question: Are Public International Organizations (PIO) eligible to apply to this posting? 

Answer: PIOs are eligible to apply to this posting, as PIOs and Foreign Public Entities (FPEs) have the same definition. Please see the NOFO for additional information regarding eligibility.


Posted: May 14, 2020

Question: Does the project cap of $395,061 include both direct costs and indirect costs? 

Answer: The project cap of $395,061 includes both categories (direct and indirect) of costs. 

Question: Is there a cap on the indirect rate for this project?

Answer: In absence of a NICRA, up to 10% of MTDC can be charged as indirect costs. See 2 CFR 200.68 definition of MTDC. 

Question: Can families of foreign fighters repatriated from Libya be considered target beneficiaries of the proposed project or should the proposal only focus on families repatriated from Syria and Iraq? 

Answer: For the purposes of this NOFO, proposals should focus on families repatriated from Syria/Iraq.

Question: Page 5 of the NOFO states that organizations may submit proposals for Project C: “Other foreign assistance eligible countries that have repatriated or are committed to repatriating FTFs and/or family members.”  Could you please clarify what level of commitment you refer to? Can a public statement and a public commitment by relevant key institutions as opposed to a written order be considered a commitment?  

Answer: For the purposes of this NOFO, a public statement by government officials is considered a “level of commitment” to repatriating FTFs and/or family members.

Question: Is there a preferred M&E Indicator Table template that applicants should use? 

Answer: Applicants may refer to the Performance Monitoring Plan (PMP template when creating an M&E Indicator Template. The PMP has been included as an attachment on grants.gov and SAMS Domestic.
Posted: May 20

Question: The document claims for-profit organizations are NOT eligible to apply, I wonder if this regulation is addressed to the consortium lead or all consortium members? 
 
Answer: A for-profit organization is able apply as part of a consortium, but not as a lead applicant. Per the NOFO, “Organizations may form consortia and submit a combined proposal. However, only one organization may be designated as the lead applicant.  The lead applicant must meet the eligibility criteria listed in this NOFO”. 
 
Pursuant to 2 CFR 200.400 g, it is U.S. Department of State policy not to award profit under assistance instruments. 
 
Question: Would the Organizational Capability and Record of Performance sub-chapter as well as DUNS number requirement apply to all consortium members or solely the lead?
 
Answer: For the purpose of the application, the DUNS requirement applies to the prime applicant. If awarded, the latter will have the responsibility to ensure all federal requirements trickle down to the sub-grantees. 
 
Question: I would like to ask whether the project design can span around two eligible countries? - Let’s say Kazakhstan and Maldives, or any other two relevant states. 
 
Answer: Project proposals for project 1 (Kazakhstan) and/or project 2 (the Maldives) must be submitted separately as is listed in the NOFO. Project 1 and project 2 are country-specific proposals. Project proposals for project 3 (global) may span across eligible countries that should be clearly identified with rationale.  Proposals for project 3 can span around two countries, but should NOT include Kazakhstan or the Maldives, as we are seeking country-specific proposals for those projects.
 
Question: For Project C, could a list of eligible countries be supplied?
 
Answer: Project C is not country-specific, and applicants are free to indicate any country, countries or regions for programming to take place, so long as the country(ies) are repatriating or will repatriate FTF families from Iraq and Syria and the country(ies) are eligible to receive foreign assistance.  Please see a previous Q&A for a definition of “commitment to repatriating FTFs and/or family members” and please see the NOFO for additional information about project C.
 
Question: For Project C, could US State provide some indication of priority countries under consideration, specifically addressing the suitability of Kosovo and Indonesia? 
 
Answer: Priority countries include foreign assistance eligible countries that have repatriated or are committed to repatriating FTFs and/or family members.  
 
Question: For all projects, clarification is requested about the level of detail required to be included in the proposals. Is US State expecting proposals that have programmes and activities fully scoped, or will proposals including a scoping/inception phase with local partners – allowing activities to be adapted to the local context – be preferable?
 
Answer:  As noted in the NOFO, the proposal should provide a detailed work plan of proposed project activities specific to individual country contexts and a clear articulation of how these activities will contribute to or align with the overall project’s goals and objectives.  If one of the activities is a scoping/inception phase with local partners, please include that.  Please see the NOFO for review criteria the proposals will be measured against. 
 
Question: Will US State allow one proposal (from a consortium) that addresses all three projects? Or do separate proposals need to be submitted per project?
 
Answer: Separate application packages must be submitted per project. Applicants are free to submit proposals for either Project 1, 2, or 3, or a combination, but separate packages must be submitted.  
 
Question: Can the grant recipient work with and/or train law enforcement agencies under project B?
 
Answer: Law enforcement agencies can be included in projects but cannot be the primary beneficiary due to the nature of the funding for this NOFO. Any law enforcement participants must be Leahy vetted prior to any assistance, pursuant to U.S. guidelines.   
 
Question: Can Project C focus on more than one country?
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer: Yes, project C (project 3) can involve more than one country, or be regionally focused, so long as the target countries are foreign assistance eligible and have repatriated or are committed to repatriating FTFs and/or family members, as described in the NOFO.
