
[image: image1.png]



NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the U.S. Geological Survey’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	USGS-20-FA-0160

	Project Title
	Geophysical Mapping in the Yukon-Tanana Upland, AK, Focus Area

	Recipient
	Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys

	Principal Investigator / Program Manager
	Alaska Department of Natural Resources Sponsored Project

	Anticipated Federal Amount
	$500,000

	Cost Share
	N/A

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$500,000

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	6/1/2020 – 5/31/2022

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	CFDA # and Title
	15.808 – USGS Research and Data Collection

	USGS Point of Contact
	USGS Project Officer, John C. Brock – Jbrock@usgs.gov

USGS Grant Specialist, Desiree Santa – Dsanta@usgs.gov


OVERVIEW
This assistance award, administered by the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program (NCGMP), is part of the USGS Earth Mapping Resources Initiative (Earth MRI).  The Earth MRI mission is to collect geophysical, geologic, and topographic data in areas of critical mineral potential across the Nation.  Executive Order 13817 “A Federal Strategy to Ensure Secure and Reliable Supplies of Critical Minerals” inaugurated a government-wide effort to strengthen and sustain the Nation’s critical mineral supply chains.  As one element of implementing the Executive Order, Department of the Interior (Interior) Secretarial Order 3359 “Critical Mineral Independence and Security” directed the U.S.  Geological Survey (USGS) to develop a plan to improve the Nation’s understanding of domestic critical mineral resources.  This advanced mapping of the Nation’s subsurface geologic resources will also directly benefit the understanding of domestic resources of other economically valuable mineral and energy resources, groundwater resources and water security, geologic hazards, infrastructure dependencies on subsurface geology.
Earth MRI is a collaborative approach to acquiring data for the nation.  The implementation model for Earth MRI Airborne Geophyics (AG) awards is based on multi-agency partnerships with the State Geological Surveys for geophysical data collection, with the USGS acting in a lead program management role to facilitate planning and acquisition for the broader community, through the use of Cooperative Agreements.  Earth MRI AG presents a unique opportunity to increase collaboration between the USGS and State Geological Surveys.  Emphasizing increased understanding of critical minerals potential, Earth MRI funded projects, including this project, will also support the following Department of Interior’s Secretarial Priorities:

1)
Utilizing natural resources: Ensure access to mineral resources, especially the critical minerals needed for scientific, technological, or military applications.

2)
Creating a conservation stewardship legacy second only to Teddy Roosevelt: Utilize science to identify best practices to manage land and water resource and adapt to changes in the environment.

3)
Modernizing infrastructure: Support the White House Public/Private Partnership Initiative to modernize U.S. infrastructure.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

Recipient is the principal investigator of the project and in charge of day-to-day activities.  Recipient will do the field work, data analysis, data presentation, and map publication for this project.
 USGS INVOLVEMENT
In response to Executive Order 13817, Interior Secretarial Order 3359 directed the USGS to develop a plan to “improve the topographic, geologic, and geophysical mapping of the United States and make the resulting data and metadata electronically accessible”.  This advanced mapping of the geologic resources of the Nation has the potential to significantly close the gap in the essential data needed to enhance economic development and technological innovation, while advancing our understanding of the fundamental ways that geology controls everyday life.  Through the USGS NCGMP, Federal and State geologic mappers will coordinate efforts to plan and carry out geologic mapping, analysis, and interpretations.  Specifically, the USGS role will be to facilitate critical planning and regional synthesis, integrating data obtained through USGS research (FEDMAP) and through State efforts (funded by the USGS through these Earth MRI assistance awards).  All data obtained by USGS, and its partners, will be made available to the public electronically.  Data collection, interpretation, and mapping efforts will focus on regions with potential for critical mineral resources, but these investments will also provide value far beyond supporting the exploration for critical minerals.  
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.
(6) Cooperative Agreements - USGS Unique Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 36d (Federal, State, and academic partners) or DOI Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 1457b (not-for-profit organizations).



USGS did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications 
The Alaska Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys (DGGS) is the acknowledged expert on the geology of the State of Alaska. The precursor to the DGGS, the Alaska Territorial Bureau of Mines, published its first technical report in 1903. Since that time DGGS has published over 5,100 maps and reports on Alaska geology. Through its numerous activities, the DGGS assists the public and private sectors by providing technical information for locating and evaluating mineral and energy resources throughout the State, reducing environmental risks to the land and water, and identifying areas susceptible to geologic hazards. The DGGS has extensive collections of surface and drill core and samples at its state-of­-the-art core repository, the Geologic Material Center (GMC). The DGGS also acquires, processes and distributes geophysical data, through the GMC, and the division’s web site. DGGS is the only repository for this data, and has over 20 years’ experience contracting, processing and publishing airborne geophysical surveys. DGGS is the only government agency in Alaska with this experience.  The DGGS is the state geological survey of the country’s largest state, and has considerable experience conducting field operations in the most remote of locations. DGGS has a long involvement in geological mapping and geophysical surveying conducted independently, and in cooperation with the USGS. There are no other institutions known with the knowledge, expertise, and background to perform this work.
(6) Cooperative Agreements - USGS UNIQUE AUTHORITY: 43 U.S.C. 36d
Single Source Justification Description:

The USGS has selected for mapping an Earth MRI focus area in the state of Alaska.  The Alaska Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys is the only non-Federal entity mandated to conduct official, credible geophysical surveys in the state of Alaska.  Thus, the USGS has determined that the Alaska DGGS is the only appropriate partner for conducting geophysical surveys in support of critical minerals mapping in the state. This assistance award provides the necessary funding for the Alaska DGGS to conduct the proposed work as their contribution to the overall Earth MRI effort.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY
USC Title 43 Chapter 2 Paragraph 36d

Cooperative agreements

Notwithstanding the provisions of the Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 1977 (31 U.S.C. 6301–6308), the United States Geological Survey is authorized to continue existing, and on and after November 10, 2003, to enter into new cooperative agreements directed towards a particular cooperator, in support of joint research and data collection activities with Federal, State, and academic partners funded by appropriations herein, including those that provide for space in cooperator facilities. 
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