Tunisia SMART GRID (NOFO – SFOP0006222)
Bidders’ Conference Questions and Answers

1. What is the liability cap for this opportunity?
Answer: This award will be a grant or cooperative agreement, not a contract, and thus, many contract related provisions will not necessarily apply. Please refer to 2 CFR 200 and the DOS Standard Terms and Conditions. 
2. Do all activities need to take place in Tunisia?
Answer: The pilot must take place in Tunisia but other activities, such as research, may take place anywhere. 
3. What type of coordination is expected between other Smart Grid projects being implemented in Tunisia and with the STEG?
Answer: During implementation of this project, the STEG will ensure coordination and that there is no duplication with other projects.
4. Should applicants respond to both achievable objectives?
Answer: Yes, successful applicants will have responded to both.  
5. With which entity is the award with? STEG or Department of State?
Answer: A grant or cooperative agreement will be made between the selected implementer and the Department of State. 
6. Is there a recommended balance of funding that should be dedicated between the consulting aspect of the project and the pilot activity?
Answer: Applicants should propose their best strategy for applying the right balance of funds between each objective.  The pilot activity is intended to be the bulk of the work on this project.  
7. Is there a possibility to extend the deadline past January 14? Given the holidays and complexity of this project, it would be helpful in order to put together a solid offer.   
Answer: It is a possibility but DOS would need strong rationale from their side to do so.  
8. What is the bid bond for this opportunity?
Answer: This award will be a grant or cooperative agreement, not a contract, and thus, many contract related provisions will not necessarily apply. Please refer to 2 CFR 200 and the DOS Standard Terms and Conditions.
9. Are applicants allowed to contact the STEG during proposal development?
Answer: Yes, it is encouraged.  
10. Can the STEG be included as a sub-recipient?
Answer: Yes, provided they meet the requirements outlined in 2 CFR 200 and the DOS Standard Terms and Conditions.
11.  Can companies submit a proposal as part of a consortium, in which each company is responsible for different aspects of implementation? 
Answer: Yes, but there must be a clear prime and sub-recipient. 
12. For consortiums, do all companies have to be U.S. organizations?
Answer: The prime recipient must be a U.S. company but sub-recipients are not required to be. 
13. What equipment is the implementer responsible for procuring?
Answer: The selected applicant is responsible for procuring equipment during the pilot, including software and hardware.
14. How extensive should the pilot be? What is the expected coverage?
Answer: Applicants should propose their best strategy for achieving the maximum coverage possible within the $5,000,000 funding limit.
15. Please confirm the payment schedule for this award. Will payments be advances or paid monthly?
Answer: Payments will vary based on the organization that receives the award. Both options are available pending the risk profile of the winning organization.
16. Please let us know who is responsible for invoice approval and who the payment party will be for this award.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer: DOS will be responsible for approving payments for this award. 






