This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service (NPS), intention to fund the following project activities without competition.

	

ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	P13AS00004

	Project Title
	Development and Deployment of Strategic Sciences Group, Crisis Science Team

	Recipient
	University of Idaho

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$59,000

	Cost Share
	No/$0.00

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Two years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	 January 2013 through January 2015

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. 1g

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945 Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications.

	Point of Contact
	Alicia Broner 

Contract Specialist (Contractor)

National Park Service

WASO WCP Contracting and Procurement

P.O. Box 25287, Mail Stop WCP
Denver, CO 80225-0287

Phone: (303) 987-6734
Email: alicia_broner@contractor.nps.gov


OVERVIEW
The National Park Service (NPS) and the University of Idaho will collaborate to develop and deploy the public interagency Strategic Sciences Group, Crisis Science Team to assist with assessments of DOI resources following environmental disruptions.  
STATEMENT OF JOINT OBJECTIVES/PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN

The objective of this project is to develop the Crisis Science Team, which is part of the Strategic Sciences Group, to assist with assessments of DOI resources following environmental disruptions.  The Crisis Science Team which will be comprised of scientists from government agencies, academic institutions, non-government organizations, and the private sector; will work together to develop scenarios and plans that can be used for decision-making during future environmental crises.  
The purpose of these assessments and planning exercises is to protect the resources of the DOI and the economic interest of communities and private sector that rely on these resources.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
The University of Idaho agrees to:
1. Work with National Park Service and other agencies and partners to select and train an interdisciplinary teams of scientists;
2. Conduct multi-day scenario building sessions related to environmental crises for which the Crisis Science Team is deployed, including but not limited to the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force;
3. Provide briefings to DOI leadership and others as requested;
4. Prepare quarterly progress reports and a peer-reviewed technical report within 3 months after each scenario building session, as well as scientific articles as appropriate; 

5. Additional tasks as requested by the Secretary or his designee related to the work of the DOI Strategic Sciences Group as described in its operational plan; and

6. Prepare a final completion report for posting on the Rocky Mountain (RM)-CESU web site.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

The NPS agrees to:

1. Work with the University of Idaho and agencies to select and train scientists;


2. Substantially participate in multi-day scenario building sessions related to environmental crises for which the Crisis Science Team is deployed, including but not limited to the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force, and provide input on agendas and resulting reports;
3. Review and attend briefings to DOI leadership and others;
4. Review quarterly progress reports and peer-reviewed technical report within 3 months after each scenario session, as well as scientific articles as appropriate; and

5. Additional tasks as requested by the Secretary or his designee related to the work of the DOI Strategic Sciences Group.

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




NPS did not solicit full and open competition for this award based on the following criteria:
Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications.
The University of Idaho has unique qualifications to perform the development and deployment of the public interagency Crisis Science Team for environmental disasters.  The University of Idaho Principal Investigator and students have unique technical expertise as a result of developing and deploying a similar strategic science working group for the Gulf of Mexico oil spill. In this situation the rapid timeline for deployment requires the unique technical expertise of University of Idaho staff to develop and deploy the Crisis Science Team.
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