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USAID-RDM/A-China-486-09-031-RFA
US-China Clean Energy and Climate Partnership
Amendment No. 1

ATTACHMENT A:

Q&A
USAID-RDMA-China-486-09-031-RFA

USAID received the following questions regarding the RFA and is providing the following
responses:

Question No. 1: Are individuals eligible to apply under this RFA?

USAID Response: Individuals need to carefully read the RFA and the selection criteria and make a determination on their
capabilities of fulfilling the objective and the selection criteria of the RFA, since the proposals will be evaluated against
the selection criteria set forth in the REA. USAID intends to make an award for implementation of a program (or
programs) in China, rather than merely obtain, for example, consultant services.

Question No. 2. Is there any matching funding required under this RFA?

USAID Response: There are no “matching funds” required under this RFA; please refer to Section A.3.D which states
that “WWhile there is no stated minimum required cost share amount, applicants are encouraged to give serious
consideration to the amount they propose as a signal of the applicant's commitment to the activity. ” Section M "Cost
Evaluation™ also states that ... USAID policy is that cost sharing is an important element of the USAID-recipient
relationship. USAID requires applicanis to demonstrate their commitment to program success by addressing the issue of
cost-sharing, although USAID does not require a specific cost share amount.”

Question No. 3. Will there be only one award for the ceiling amount of $6 million under this RFA ?

USAID Response: The maximum total amount of funds for the activities under this RFA is $6M, however. as stated on
the cover page of the RFA, “Subject to the availability of funds, USAID/RDMA plans to provide approximately $6.0
million in total USAID funding for this activity to be allocated over a three-year period. USAID/RDMA reserves the right
to fund any or none of the applications submitted. Although one cooperative agreement award is anticipated under this
RFA, USAID in its discretion may make awards to more than one organization.”

Question No. 4. This RFA is quite broad. Proposals should meet one or more of the criteria listed — will projects that
meet more than one of the criteria be ranked higher? Can different projects that all relate to one theme be packaged and
qualify as one application?

USAID Response: Proposals will be scored against the evaluation criteria provided in Section B of the RFA, for a total
possible score of 100 points. Note that the evaluation criteria point specifically to requirements outlined in Section C.
including the program Goal and Objectives as well as Expected Outcomes. With regard to the objectives provided in
Section C, the RFA does not apply greater weight to proposals that address more than one objective. Activities can be
packaged in any reasonable way so long as they address the evaluation criteria in Section B and all other applicable
requirements and terms of the RFA.

Question No. 5: Do you offer proposal development assistance, or should we depend completely on ourselves and our
partners to develop the proposal and submit by the deadline?

USAID Response: USAID is unable to assist or even appear to assist an organization in preparing a proposal inn any way.
Applicants should develop submit their proposals by the deadline indicated in the RFA.
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Question No. 6: What organizations are eligible as subgrantees or subcontractors under funding opportunity USAID-
RDMA-CHINA-486-09-031-RFA.

USAID Response: Applicants should make the responsible determination on their own knowledge as it may be better
than advice USAID/RDMA could provide and, more importantly, USAID is unable to assist or even appear to assist an
organization in preparing a proposal in any way. The prime will be main contact with USAID and it is the prime’s
responsibility to manage its subgrantees/subcontracts.

Question No. 7: Is it possible that you could refer us to an organization or a consultant in the area who could conduct a site
assessment and make recommendations or would you suggest we just proceed to make our own assessment and establish a
work plan based on research information we can gather?

USAID Response: Applicants should determine the needs for an assessment based on their own knowledge as it may be
better than advice USAID/RDMA could provide and, more importantly, USATD is unable to assist or even appear to assist
an organization in preparing a proposal in any way.

Question No. 8: Is the date for submitting questions misstated as it indicates “June 17” instead of “July 177

USAID Response: Yes, please note that the deadline for submitting questions in response to this RFA is “July 17, 2009”.

End of Amendment 1
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