[image: ah_large_shaded_4c]		National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior


NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service (NPS), intention to fund the following project activities without competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	NPS-16-NERO-0202

	Project Title
	Expansion of LandScope Chesapeake

	Recipient
	NATURESERVE, INC.

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$0.00

	Cost Share
	N/A

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Through September 10, 2021

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Through September 10, 2021

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement 

	Statutory Authority
	54 U.S.C. §101702(a) provides that the National Park Service may, in fiscal year 1997 and thereafter, enter into cooperative agreements that involve the transfer of National Park Service appropriated funds to State, local and tribal governments, other public entities, educational institutions, and private nonprofit organizations for the public purpose of carrying out National Park Service programs pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 6305 to carry out public purposes of National Park Service programs.

Public Law 90-543 as amended by Public Law 111-11, Section 7 (h) (1) – which provides that “When deemed to be in the public interest, such Secretary may enter written cooperative agreements with the States or their political subdivisions, landowners, private organizations, or individuals to operate, develop and maintain any portion of such a trail either within or outside a federally administered area. Such agreements may include provisions for limited financial assistance to encourage participation in the acquisition, protection, operation, development, or maintenance of such trails, provisions providing volunteer in the park or volunteer in the forest status (in accordance with Volunteers in the Parks Act of 1969 and the Volunteers in Forests Act of 1972) to individuals, private organizations, or landowners participating in such activities, or provisions of both types.” [16USC1246]

Presidential Executive Order 13508, Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed (May 12, 2010) -  Conserve Land Goal: “Protect an additional two million acres of lands throughout the watershed currently identified as high conservation priorities at the federal, state or local level by 2025, including 695,000 acres of forest land of highest value for maintaining water quality.”

	CFDA # and Title
	CFDA: 15.935 – National Trails System Projects

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	Yes - Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

 

	NPS Point of Contact
	Craig McKaige, Agreement Officer, ph #215-597-0056












OVERVIEW

The objective of this Agreement is to support continued expansion and applications of geospatial data and associated content on the LandScope Chesapeake mapping platform.

In 2012, the National Park Service, U.S. Geological Survey and NatureServe jointly executed a memorandum of understanding to collaborate on development of LandScope Chesapeake. This web-based mapping platform was initially designed to advance land conservation goals set out in the Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed developed in response to Executive Order 13508. Conservation of priority lands within the watershed helps maintain water quality and habitats, sustain working forests, farms and maritime communities, and conserve lands of cultural, indigenous, and community value.

Over subsequent years the continued expansion of GIS data and narrative and multimedia content, together with new communications and training tools have expand the user base and strengthened the platform’s utility and value as a strategic conservation planning and priority-setting tool. 

Improvements since 2014 have primarily supported the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement Protected Lands Outcome, which commits the jurisdictions to protect 2 million new acres by 2025.  The NPS and NatureServe, Inc. are key participants in the Chesapeake Conservation Partnership, a coalition of private and public entities collaborating to leverage resources and increase the volume of land protection within the watershed. 

Through public and partner engagement, LandScope Chesapeake will continue to be expanded and promoted in ways that generate new uses and applications that advance cultural, indigenous, and community resource protection in the watershed through the Chesapeake Conservation Partnership and along the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail.

	
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

A.	The Recipient agrees to:

1.	Provide staff support to maintain and evolve the LandScope Chesapeake platform to support Chesapeake Conservation Partnership objectives.
2.	Identify, acquire, prepare, publish and curate spatial, visual, and narrative content for LandScope Chesapeake. 
3.	Advance messaging around key conservation goals. 
4.	Enhance the LandScope Chesapeake land protection reporting and tracking tool.
5.	Seek opportunities to expand interoperability between LandScope Chesapeake and other partner-identified online resources.
6.	Analyze LandScope Chesapeake usage statistics and direct outreach accordingly.
7.	Promote LandScope Chesapeake at venues which involve potential users and partners. 
8.	Work to secure funding from other sources to support targeted platform enhancements responding to identified partner needs.


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

B.	NPS agrees to:

1.	Participate in work-plan development for LandScope Chesapeake activities.
2.	Facilitate conversations with the Chesapeake Conservation Partnership to identify and implement platform modifications that support partners’ efforts to achieve the 2 million acre land protection goal identified in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement and subsequent management strategy and work plan.
3.	Convene and facilitate working sessions with state partners and federal agencies to identify priority data layers for inclusion in LandScope Chesapeake.
4.	Assist in development and enhancement of LandScope Chesapeake conservation tracking and reporting tools.
5.	Convene and participate in conversations to advance the interoperability of LandScope Chesapeake with related platforms.
6.	Informed by information about current usage and applications, work to promote use of LandScope Chesapeake by landscape conservation partners in the Chesapeake watershed.
7.	At events and through other venues, promote the utility of LandScope America for supporting other large landscape conservation efforts in which NPS is involved.
8.	Contribute to and review geospatial data and narrative and visual content.
C.	The project and other activities pursuant to this Agreement will be individually authorized by separate NPS task agreements, with each project or activity having a separate statement of work and budget developed cooperatively between the NPS and Recipient.
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SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	
Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based on the following criteria:

Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;
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