Q& A on a Program on International Transboundary Water Cooperation" (Funding Opportunity Number: SFOP0005064)

Q: Is this the first request for proposals released by OES for a program on international transboundary water cooperation?
A: No. OES has had awards on transboundary water cooperation since 2011

Q: If it is not the first request for proposals, can OES provide information on past award recipients, project reports, and the geographic location of projects?
A: The only information we can provide is that which is public record such as on https://www.usaspending.gov/

[bookmark: _GoBack]Q: Page 20 of the NOFO contains a list of eligible countries for the program.  Are there countries on the list that will be given higher ranking?  If yes, what are the priority countries?
A: There is no preference.

Q: Page six of the NOFO- Key program principles: Cost-sharing and project sustainability.  Regarding cost-sharing, will applicants need to document contributions prior to submitting applications?  
A: Yes, the proposed cost share should be adequately documented in the proposal. The cost share component should be what the applicant is confident it can gather on top of the DOS funding.

Q: Is a duly registered for profit law firm eligible to apply for this funding opportunity?
A: No. 

Q: In case of Non-Profit organization, is it necessary to have FCRA certification?
A: Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) certification is an industry regulation dealing with privacy of consumer information (i.e. credit reports). It is not a formal federal designation nor is it applicable for the purposes of being a foreign assistance award recipient. 

Q: Is a consortium (of two - one for profit and other non-profit) is eligible for funding? 
A: The non-profit could be the primary applicant with the for-profit as part of the proposal for contractual services.  However, if the split is clearly showing that the non-profit’s contribution to the management of the award is just to act as an eligibility shell for the for-profit, that proposal would be unlikely to be successful during the panel review.

Q: Can multiple NGOs in different countries apply as a regional consortium?
A: Yes.

Q: Are consulting firms in the list of organizations eligible to apply for this NOFO? or making an exception?
A: Eligibility as stated in the NOFO is limited to U.S. non-profit/nongovernmental organizations subject to section 501 (c) (3) of the U.S. tax code, foreign non-profit organizations, educational institutions, and public international organizations.  There will not be exceptions. For profit services can be incorporated into a proposal as contractual line items by a qualified applicant, however the proposal will be assessed to note that applicant is responsible for the majority of the work being proposed within the application.


Q: I see the eligible entities on this NOFO include public international organizations. How is that defined? Is there a list of specific organizations that qualify, or is it more generally defined to include intergovernmental organizations?
A: A public international organization is defined as any organization formed by various nations in which the U.S. is a member by treaty or by an act of Congress and by organizations and named in an Executive Order as qualifying for the protections granted by the International Organizations Immunities Act.

Q: I notice that “Country X” is not on the eligible country list, but we would like to bid for a project that would include part of our proposal. Would it be possible to include “Country X” the list of countries?
A: No, the list of eligible countries is the final list for proposed activities under this project. There is a policy restriction on providing assistance to high income countries as designated by the World Bank (https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowledgebase/articles/906519-world-bank-country-and-lending-groups.) Other foreign assistance restrictions may apply depending on the country or specific activity proposed as outlined in the appropriations authorization for that year. Restrictions such as some countries classified as special notification countries require notifications to Congress for every assistance action planned or implemented. These countries are spelled out in the Appropriation Act PLAW 115-31, May 5th 2017.

