
 
 
           

Questions and Answers for RFA No. 263-10-029-RFA 
Regional Development Research Partnership Program 

6/17/2010 
 

Technical Questions 
 

1. Question:  I am interested in any information that you could provide on what is 
required to receive grant money for this project. 

Answer:  All relevant information is contained in the referenced Request for 
Applications (RFA), posted to the internet on grants.gov.  Please read thoroughly. 

 
2. Question:  Please let me know if it is all possible for universities to get involved with 

this project.  I am currently teaching at a four-year college and would like to know if 
institutions of higher education can apply for this grant. 

Answer:  Please refer to the RFA, Section III, Eligibility.  US organizations are 
eligible, including US institutions of higher education, non-profit organizations, 
and US commercial organizations. 

 
3. Question:  I would like to draw your attention to the mention of Attachment 1 on page 

7 of the PDF, and the attachment itself which identifies research institutions in the 
region.  We are very keen for Dubai School of Government to be included in this list 
for people’s reference in your updated document and for future reference. The Dubai 
School of Government is a think tank and school of public policy and administration 
focusing on the 22 Arab countries, based in Dubai, UAE and Licensed by the 
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in the UAE.  Our research 
areas of focus are Youth and Inclusion, Education and Entrepreneurship, Gender and 
Public Policy, ICT in Governance and Public Sector Management.   

Answer:   Attachment 1 provided an illustrative / partial listing of organizations 
for reference purposes.   

 
4. Question:  I was wondering if USAID is also seeking private companies as well as 

NGO’s and whether they can apply or not? 
Answer:  Please refer to the RFA, Section III, Eligibility. 

 
5. Question:  This question concerns partnership with research institutions located in 

middle eastern countries where USAID does NOT have ongoing programming, but 
whose work is focused on countries where the USAID does have programming; i.e. 
Egypt, Jordan, West Bank/Gaza, Lebanon, Yemen, Morocco, and Iraq.  For example, 
would a teaming agreement with the International Center for Agricultural Research in 
the Dry Areas in Syria (listed in "Attachment 1: Regional Research Institutions" 
under the RFA) be feasible under this RFA? 



Answer:  Yes, as per RFA, Section III, Eligibility, international organizations such 
as ICARDA are eligible as Applicants or in a teaming arrangement.   

 
6. Question:  I would like to confirm whether organizations headquartered in the U.S. 

but with research specifically targeted at the MENA region (such as Brookings' Doha 
Center and the Middle East Research and Information Portal) may be included in 
research networks. 

Answer:  Yes, as per RFA, Section III, Eligibility, US and international 
organizations are eligible. 

 
7. Question:  The RFA emphasizes the information gathering and dissemination 

components of the project, as opposed to analysis, assessment, or evaluation which 
can sometimes be used for project design. However, the RFA occasionally references, 
as examples, the use of information for formulation of planning, strategy, and project 
implementation. Does USAID anticipate that the implementer of this project would 
run any risk of being excluded from bidding on procurement arising from information 
generated by this project in the sectors of climate change, youth, or democracy, or 
any other sectors that may be addressed? Does USAID expect the project to be used 
for assessment or evaluation, and if so, would such evaluations or assessments 
potentially prohibit the implementer from bidding on potential procurement? 

Answer:  USAID’s expectation is that these issues will not arise given the regional 
nature of the program and its focus on comparative evaluation, analysis and 
information dissemination.  As to general organizational conflict of interest (OCI) 
issues arising due to design-related work:  Work completed under an assistance 
agreement generally will not be the basis of a contract design; however, if such 
work does lead “directly, predictably and without delay” to a contract design, it 
will be subject to OCI restrictions.  That said, we do not expect this project to be 
the basis of a contract design.  As to OCI issues arising due to evaluation tasks:  
OCI restrictions may apply, depending on the facts of a particular evaluation at 
that time; you are encouraged to work with the Agreement Officer and AOTR 
(Agreement Officer Technical Representative) to mitigate any potential OCI 
before engaging in the task if you think OCI issues may arise.   
  

8. Question: If USAID foresees no such conflict because of the information nature of 
the project, is it possible to make such an statement as often appears in other RFA's 
such as: "USAID has made a determination that, because the awardee will not be 
involved in research that contributes directly to specific procurement, there will be no 
organizational conflict of interest (OCI) restrictions that would prevent the awardee 
from participating in future solicitations for development work in the MENA region." 

Answer:  This statement cannot be made at this time, as some OCI restrictions are 
mandatory.  However, OCI restrictions are not normally required when 
organizations participate in matters regarding only assistance instruments. 
   

9. Question:  The last bullet on the bottom of p.3 is incomplete.  it says :  "Assemble and 
disseminate publications and research findings on".  Please kindly provide an 
illustrative list of types of publications anticipated. 
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Answer:  The full paragraph should read as follows: 
 Disseminate information and translate Arabic language analyses of relevant 

regional issues. Assemble and disseminate significant publications and 
research findings on development issues to the regional USAID community. 
Highlight/disseminate successful local initiatives. 

  
10. Question:  In reference to bullets 3 & 4 on p. 3, will interested/participating Missions 

or the project fund these events and training sessions? 
Answer:  Cost share may be provided by interested Missions.   

  
11. Question:  The cost of translation services will be quite high.  Is it anticipated that 

there will be two-way translation services required (Arabic to English as well as 
English to Arabic)? 

Answer:  Two-way translation services are expected to be required on a selective 
basis.  

  
12. Question:  Under Component B (p. 7) it states "... this component will have a total 

three-year value of $1,500,000."  We would greatly appreciate expansion of this 
statement.  For example, are grant management, administration, and monitoring costs 
to be included as part of this amount or are they to be separate?  Are only grantees 
anticipated to conduct research, evaluations, and analyses? 

Answer:  This figure was provided as a reference amount to assist in initial 
program planning and budgeting. It represents the amount for grants, without 
management, administration or monitoring costs.  Research, evaluation and 
analyses may be conducted by the grantee, sub-grantee(s) or through other types 
of arrangements.   

  
13. Question:  On Page 3 – final bullet states “…. translate Arabic language analyses…” 

Are expectations that translations are only from Arabic to English or also from 
English to Arabic? What about translation from French to Arabic and vice versa? 

Answer: Translations may be required from Arabic to English, English to Arabic 
or from other languages to Arabic and/or English depending upon the source 
document.  
 

14. Question:  On Page 6 – under Program Components Bullet B. it states “Support the 
development of applied research and analysis in areas that address specific regional 
needs.” By “Support” is this meant to include both financial and technical support? 

Answer: Support may be financial and/or technical.   
 

15. Question:  On Page 6 – bottom of the page, last bullet states “Translating the most 
significant research before disseminating it to USAID Missions and other 
development actors (see component D)” How is “most significant” to be determined? 

Answer:  The most significant research shall be defined by the applicant. In this 
context, the most significant research is expected to be that which is most relevant 
and applicable to USAID development programming in the region.  
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16. Question:  On Page 7 – first bullet states “The program may make use of USAID’s 
preliminary assessment of the status of networks and portals in MENA.” Can USAID 
make the preliminary assessment available to all applicants before proposals are due? 

Answer: Please see the attachments to the RFA. 
 

17. Question:  On Page 7 – second bullet states “Producing summaries of research to 
extract the most critical points for development audiences”.  How will “most critical” 
be determined?    

Answer: The applicant shall define the most critical points.  In this context, “most 
critical” means that which is most relevant and applicable to development 
audiences in the region.  
 

18. Question:  On Page 7 – first paragraph following bullets states “Activities under this 
component are expected to lead to enhanced engagement of ……, and analytical 
centers ...” What are analytical centers? Can USAID provide some illustrative 
examples of analytical centers? 

Answer: Please see attachments to the RFA for illustrative examples of regional 
research / analytical centers. 
 

19. Question:  On Page 9 – first bullet states “Creating a resource hub …. The hub will 
share information about tools and trainings that have proved successful, particularly 
those adapted to e-learning interfaces.” What constitutes a successful tool or training 
from USAID’s perspective? In other words what are the criteria or indicators of 
success per USAID? 

Answer: Successful tools or training are those which achieved the desired impact 
and results.   
 

20. Question:  On Page 9 – third bullet states “These events will gather eminent thinkers 
in a particular field and local practitioners, leaders, and entrepreneurs. USAID 
expects participants to prepare for the events by connecting with other participants 
beforehand and finding ways to maximize conference time.” What are the expected 
outcomes of these meetings?  Are there outputs that are expected like products, or 
specific purpose beyond sharing of knowledge? 

Answer:  The expected outcomes of the meetings would vary depending on the 
specific topic and objectives.   
 

21. Question:  On Page 11 – second item states “Technical concurrence with the 
proposed research activities under Component B on a quarterly basis”.  What is 
meant by “Technical concurrence”? 

Answer: USAID will concur with the proposed research activities before they are 
undertaken.  
 

22. Question:  On Page 12 – under bullet iv. Can teaming agreements be in the annex or 
are they meant to be part of the 3 page Program Organization/Management section? 

Answer:  Teaming arrangements should be described in the Program Organization 
/ Management section.   
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23. Question:  On Page 12 – under bullet v. – it states “Past Performance (as many pages 

as needed) – to include a listing of all contracts, grants, or cooperative agreements 
involving similar or related programs during the three years before the application.” 
Please clarify if these should be ones that have been awarded in the past three years or 
if they could be operational projects?  If the answer is operational in the past 3 years, 
can projects that ended in the past year or 2 be included as long as they were in 
operation in the past 3 years? 

Answer: The applicant should include information on similar or relevant programs 
that were operational in the past three years.   

 
24. Question:  Matching Fund Question:  Does the application allow applicants the 

opportunity to provide matching funds?  
Answer:  Although cost share is not required, applicants may provide matching 
funds.  
 

25. Question:  Key staff are not mentioned in this solicitation. Does USAID have any 
requirements for key staff or proposed staffing structure? 

Answer: No.  Applicants should present the management structure and staffing 
that would best support program implementation.  
 

26. Question:  USAID does not list any requirements for appendices to the narrative 
proposal. We will assume that bidders will be able to determine a reasonable number 
and appropriate kind of appendices. Please confirm that this is correct.  

Answer:  That is not correct.  The Program Description is limited to 15 pages in 
all; annex is limited to past performance information.  Additional pages will not 
be accepted or evaluated as part of the application. 

 
27. Question:  At the bottom of page 3, the final sentence of the fifth bullet is cut off.  

Can you please provide the remaining text? 
Answer:  See response above. 
 

28. Question:  On page 4, USAID names an activity as “Disburse small applied grants 
that test new development hypotheses”. 

Is this activity the same as the “research grants” activity mentioned as 
illustrative on page 8? 

Answer:  No.  
Can USAID suggest a cost-per-grant or total cost of grants over the period of 
performance? 

Answer:  Applicants should develop their own estimates based on projected need 
and activity scope.  

 
29. Question:  On page 10, USAID states that an expected overall outcome will be the 

“Replication or scaling up of successful programs across the MENA region.” Could 
USAID clarify this?  Does this suggest that the grantee will be responsible for the 
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Answer:  The grantee would be responsible for the dissemination of information 
which may lead to replication or scaling up of activities by other MENA missions.   
 

30. Question:  Can USAID provide the geographic code for this award? 
Answer:  For awards with a total procurement element of $250,000 or under, the 
geographic code in order of preference will be Code 000, the cooperating country, 
Code 941, and Code 935. 
 

31. Question:  USAID notes that the countries of interest include: Egypt, Jordan, West 
Bank / Gaza, Lebanon, Yemen, Morocco and Iraq.  Of these, are there countries that 
are of greater interest to USAID than others?  Within these seven countries, does 
USAID have a preferred geographic focus or priority?   

Answer:  All countries are of equal interest for the purposes of this RFA.  
However, certain areas of research or analysis may be more relevant to some 
countries than others.   

 
32. Question: The RFA does not make mention of the project's sustainability or any 

requirement or evaluation criteria related to providing a sustainability plan. The 
proposal does specify, however, that the project will build 
on USAID/Washington’s Knowledge Services Center, including the Development 
Experience Clearinghouse and research assistance.  When designing proposals, 
should applicants assume that project activities will be carried on by USAID's  
Knowledge Services Center or another USAID entity following completion? 

Answer:  Applicants should focus on the three year program period.  USAID’s 
intention is to continue these activities beyond this period, subject to availability 
of funds and an evaluation of program effectiveness.  

 
33. Question: On Page 12 – under bullet (a) type of font is not specified. Can any font 

type be used as long as it is 12 font size? 
Answer:  The font to be used is “Times New Roman”.  
 

34. Question:  Branding and Marking Plan: USAID would only require such a plan at a 
later stage? We understand that it does not have to be submitted with the main 
application by July 10th. Please confirm. 

Answer:  Confirmed, Branding and Marking Plan is required upon request at a 
date later than July 10th. 

 
35. Question:  Certifications and Assurances: Can you please indicate where we can find 

the required formats? 
Answer:  See attachment to this Q&A. 
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Cost Questions 
 

 
1. Question:  On Page 14 – bullet 8 states “In the event of system problems with 

electronic submission, please contact Dana Rose and Botros Wilson at 
Cairoproposals@usaid.gov for alternate submission instructions.” Can USAID 
provide an alternative submission process now in case at the last minute the email 
system doesn’t work and reaching named individuals is not possible due to time 
difference? 

Answer:  We require electronic submission by the submission due date.  If you 
know in advance that you cannot submit electronically, contact us for alternate 
instructions. 

 
2. Question:  Is there a specific version of the Microsoft Office required such as 

Microsoft Word 1997-2003 or Microsoft Excel 2007?  
Answer:  No. 
 

3. Question:  Page 1 of the RFA indicates the budget will be $8.5 million but page 10 
says it will be between $7.5 and $8.5 million. Could USAID please confirm the 
correct amount? If not, we assume we can budget the higher figure and that USAID 
will inform us later when this information is available in order to revise the budget. 

Answer:  The range is between $7.5 and 8.5 million. 
 

4. Question:  Since there are no other indications of the contents of the cost proposal in 
addition to the SF 424s, the budget, and the detailed narrative, we assume that no 
other documents are required. Could USAID please confirm that these are the only 
documents needed? 

Answer:  Please refer to the RFA Cost Application Format instructions. 
 

5. Question:  Would it be possible to extend the "Application Submission Date"? 
Answer:  No, an extension is not possible. 
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