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Eligible Applicants
[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to be an eligible Applicant for this funding opportunity an Applicant: may be a for-profit or not-for-profit entity (including, but not limited to small businesses, other-than small businesses, trade and professional associations, and educational institutions); must have been in existence continually for at least the past three years; must demonstrate substantive experience dealing with issues relating to small business; and, must demonstrates that it has the capacity to provide assistance to small business concerns.  (See Section 3.2 of the Announcement entitled "Eligibility Information” for clarification.) 

Additional Information on Eligibility:
 An application submitted by an entity that does not meet the above stated criteria will not be considered. The following organizations will automatically be considered ineligible and their applications will be rejected without being evaluated: any entity that owes an outstanding and unresolved financial obligation to the federal government; any entity that is currently suspended, debarred or otherwise prohibited from receiving awards of contracts or grants from the federal government; any entity that has an outstanding and unresolved material deficiency reported under the requirements of the Single Audit Act or OMB Circular A-133 within the past three years;  any entity that has had a grant or cooperative agreement involuntarily terminated or non-renewed by SBA for cause; any entity that has filed for bankruptcy within the past five years; and/or any entity that proposes to serve as a pass-through and permit another organization to manage the day-to-day operations of the project.
Agency Name
Small Business Administration 
Description
Funding Opportunity No. GCBD-7j-2019-02, U.S. Small Business Administration/Office of Business Development (BD) OPENING DATE: May 15, 2019 CLOSING DATE: June 17, 2019 The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) issues Funding Opportunity No. GCBD-7j-2019-02, as authorized by the Small Business Act, Section 7j; 15 U.S.C.A. Section 636(j); 13 C.F.R. Sections 701-704, to invite proposals for funding of unique and innovative efforts to provide management and technical assistance to eligible firms and individuals.  The assigned NAICS code is 541611.
Since its inception in 1953, SBA has served to aid, counsel, assist and protect the interests of small businesses.  While SBA is best known for its financial support of small businesses through its many lending programs, the Agency also plays a critical role in providing funding to organizations that deliver technical assistance in the form of counseling and training to small business concerns and nascent entrepreneurs in order to promote growth, expansion, innovation, increased productivity and management improvement.  The mission of SBA’s Office of Business Development, which bears responsibility for administering the Management and Technical Assistance Program, is to administer the section 8(a) program, which offers business development assistance to over 9,000 small government contractors that, in addition to meeting other criteria, are certified by SBA as owned and controlled at least 51% by socially and economically disadvantaged individuals.  As a component of BD, the Office of Management and Technical Assistance (OMTA)
implements the authority that section 7j of the Small Business Act vests with SBA to award contracts, grants, or cooperative agreements to private organizations to pay all or part of the costs of services and projects that provide management and technical assistance to 8(a) program participants and other socially and economically disadvantaged businesses, businesses located in areas of high concentrations of unemployment or low-incomes, and businesses owned by low- income individuals.  Annually, the 7j program reaches thousands of eligible businesses located throughout the United States and its territories.
The overarching mission of the Office of Government Contracting and Business Development is to assist small businesses compete for Federal prime contracting and to secure subcontracting opportunities from large businesses. Within the Office of Government Contracting and Business Development, the Office of Business Development's specific mission is to execute activities authorized under Sections 8(a) and 7j of the Small Business Act. Under the former, SBA provides business development assistance to firms that are owned and controlled by economically and socially disadvantaged individuals. Under the latter, SBA provides management and technical assistance to: (1) firm that are owned and controlled by socially and economically disadvantaged individuals; (2) low-income individuals; and, (3) firms and individuals located in areas of high unemployment and/or low income.   
This Funding Opportunity seeks proposal of efforts that are unique and innovative in the substance of the assistance to be provided to beneficiaries, and/or the methodology by which the assistance is to be provided.  SBA is seeking proposal of efforts that address the many challenges facing 8(a) and 7(j) eligible firms today including, but not limited to, teaming with other businesses, mastering the process of procuring a Federal government contract, reversing declines and turning around businesses, and securing loan financing or private equity funding.  Therefore, applicants may not propose efforts which merely duplicate any or all of the SBA’s ongoing array of management and technical assistance services, in substance and/or method of delivery.   

