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Science Applications
Hurricane Sandy Disaster Relief Activities - FWS

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number: 15.677
Notice of Funding Availability and Application Instructions
I. Description of Funding Opportunity

This is an announcement for issuing a single source financial assistance award to Rutgers University.  This announcement is for notification purposes only.  The intent of the award is develop a protocol to rapidly identify and prioritize for protection newly created beach-nesting bird (BNB) breeding habitat along the U.S. Atlantic Coast in the wake of severe coastal storms. The intent is to use long-term nest monitoring data from New Jersey and statistically robust habitat modeling techniques to model changes to BNB habitat suitability in NJ resulting from Hurricane Sandy and assess the subsequent anthropogenic impacts of storm recovery efforts at these sites. Through this initiative, this project will provide evidence-based support for BNB managers to protect critical habitats for piping plovers (Charadrius melodus), American oystercatchers (Haematopus palliatus), least terns (Sternula antillarum), and black skimmers (Rynchops niger).  The project will synthesize existing information with model results to develop a technical report with detailed guidelines for appropriate beach and dune management for these species.  The technical report will include quantitative habitat restoration targets, as well

as thresholds of habitat suitability and triggers for initiating management.  This project is authorized by the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act of 2013, Public Law 113-2.
II. Award Information

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 5, intends to make a sole source award of a grant to Rutgers University as part of a larger Department of the Interior Hurricane Sandy Mitigation project “Decision Support for Hurricane Sandy Restoration and Future Conservation to Increase Resiliency of Beach Habitats and Beach-Dependent Species in the Face of Storms and Sea Level Rise” being managed by the Fish and Wildlife Service.  This award is for the amount of $94,996.  In New Jersey, Rutgers (The State University of New Jersey) and Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey (subcontractor) working with the New Jersey Endangered and Nongame Species Program are uniquely qualified to assess beach impact because of beach survey work they did immediately following the hurricane, the spatial data in the Rutgers University Center for Remote Sensing and Spatial Analysis and their relationship with key beach stakeholders in New Jersey.  Specific tasks will include:  cataloging suitable breeding habitat criteria for NJ’s beach nesting birds; quantifying changes in habitat resulting from Hurricane Sandy and evaluation of storm recovery impacts on BNB habitat; and development of a rapid assessment protocol to prioritize newly identified breeding sites for protection.  Future tasks may also include: combining the data and analyses described above with previous work on restoring BNB habitat to develop a technical report outlining best management practices (BMPs) for the preservation and enhancement of newly created habitat areas. These BMPs would combine the landscape variables identified as important with critical microhabitat components and would provide beach managers with detailed guidelines for appropriate beach and dune management for threatened and endangered species. Workshops would be held in central and southern regions of NJ to educate stakeholders on the coastal resiliency benefits of ecological function in beach ecosystems and to work with beach managers to incorporate these BMPs into beach management plans.  Project deliverables will include 1) final technical report/prioritization strategy including a quantification of both Sandy- and storm recovery induced BNB habitat changes along coastal changes and an assessment of post-storm management practices and 2) a rapid assessment protocol to identify and prioritize for protection newly created BNB habitats immediately after severe coastal storms.
III. Basic Eligibility Requirements

Eligible Applicants: In New Jersey, Rutgers (The State University of New Jersey) and Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey (subcontractor) working with the New Jersey Endangered and Nongame Species Program were selected to assess beach impact because of beach survey work they did immediately following the hurricane, the spatial data in the Rutgers University Center for Remote Sensing and Spatial Analysis and their relationship with key beach stakeholders in New Jersey.  The university has the expertise, track record including past publications, administrative resources, and partnerships in place to accomplish the proposed activity effectively and efficiently.  
U.S. non-profit, non-governmental organizations must submit documentary evidence of their Section 501(c)(3) or (4) status as determined by the Internal Revenue Service.
Federal law (2 CFR Part 25, Central Contractor Registry and Data Universal Numbering System) mandates that all entities applying for Federal financial assistance must have a valid Dun & Bradstreet Data Universal Number System (DUNS) number and have a current registration in the Central Contractor Registry (CCR).  The CCR functionality was consolidated into the System for Award Management (SAM).  Exemptions: The SAM registration requirement does not apply to individuals submitting an application on their own behalf and not on behalf of a company or other for-profit entity, State, local or Tribal government, academia or other type of organization.

A. DUNS Registration

Request a DUNS number online at http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform.  U.S.-based entities may also request a DUNS number by telephone by calling the Dun & Bradstreet Government Customer Response Center, Monday – Friday, 7 AM to 8 PM CST at the following numbers:

U.S. and U.S Virgin Islands: 1-866-705-5711

Alaska and Puerto Rico: 1-800-234-3867 (Select Option 2, then Option 1)

For Hearing Impaired Customers Only call: 1-877-807-1679 (TTY Line) 

Once assigned a DUNS number, entities are responsible for maintaining up-to-date information with Dun & Bradstreet.  
B. Entity Registration in SAM
Register  in SAM online at http://www.sam.gov/.  Once registered in SAM, entities must renew and revalidate their SAM registration at least every 12 months from the date previously registered. Entities are strongly urged to revalidate their registration as often as needed to ensure that SAM is up to date and in synch with changes that may have been made to the DUNS and IRS information.  Foreign entities who wish to be paid to a bank account in the United States must enter and maintain valid and current banking information in SAM.
C. Excluded Entities
Applicant entities identified in the SAM.gov Exclusions database as ineligible, prohibited/restricted or excluded from receiving Federal contracts, certain subcontracts, and certain Federal assistance and benefits will not be considered for Federal funding, as applicable to the funding being requested under this Federal program
D.  Cost Sharing or Matching: 
       Cost-sharing is not a requirement but priority is given to projects that leverage technical and financial assistance through voluntary partnerships.
IV. Application Requirements
To be considered for funding under this funding opportunity, an application must contain:  
A.
An Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424).  The form must be completed, signed, and dated.  An application will be available at the following website:   http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/FormLinks?family=12
B.
Project Summary
Title:  Protection of Critical Beach-nesting Bird Habitats in the Wake of Severe Coastal Storms
Project Overview:  The project will develop a protocol to rapidly identify and prioritize for protection newly created beach-nesting bird (BNB) breeding habitat along the U.S. Atlantic Coast in the wake of severe coastal storms. The intent is to use long-term nest monitoring data from New Jersey and statistically robust habitat modeling techniques to model changes to BNB habitat suitability in NJ resulting from Hurricane Sandy and assess the subsequent anthropogenic impacts of storm recovery efforts at these sites. 
Project Tasks:  The project will catalogue suitable breeding habitat criteria for NJ’s beach nesting birds; quantifying changes in habitat resulting from Hurricane Sandy and evaluation of storm recovery impacts on BNB habitat; and development of a rapid assessment protocol to prioritize newly identified breeding sites for protection.  Future tasks may also include: combining the data and analyses described above with previous work on restoring BNB habitat to develop a technical report outlining best management practices (BMPs) for the preservation and enhancement of newly created habitat areas.
Expected Outcomes:  This project will provide evidence-based support for BNB managers to protect critical habitats for piping plovers (Charadrius melodus), American oystercatchers (Haematopus palliatus), least terns (Sternula antillarum), and black skimmers (Rynchops niger).  The project will synthesize existing information with model results to develop a technical report with detailed guidelines for appropriate beach and dune management for these species. The technical report will include quantitative habitat restoration targets, as well as thresholds of habitat suitability and triggers for initiating management.
C.
Project Narrative

1.
Statement of Need: There is a need to integrate existing information and models and tools for understanding future impacts of sea level rise and storms on coastal beaches that can be used to make critical management decisions for increasing resiliency and habitat suitability through beach restoration, management and protection at regional and local scales.  There is an additional specific need to assess the effect of beach nourishment and other stabilization activities completed in response to Hurricane Sandy on beach habitats sustaining beach-dependent wildlife species and use this assessment to refine best management practices for future storms.
2.
Project Goals and Objectives:  Specific objectives for the project are to: 1) catalogue suitable breeding habitat criteria for NJ’s BNBs; 2) quantify changes in BNB habitat resulting from Hurricane Sandy; 3) evaluate the impact of storm recovery efforts on BNB habitat; and 4) develop a rapid assessment protocol to identify and prioritize for protection new breeding habitat created by severe coastal storms. Focus will be on the mainland and barrier beaches extending from Gateway National Recreation Area – Sandy Hook Unit to the southern tip of New Jersey. 
3.
Project Activities, Methods and Timetable: 1) Cataloging Suitable Breeding Habitat Criteria for NJ’s Beach Nesting Birds.  Using long-term data supplied by ENSP, plot the nest locations from 2010-2012 onto pre-Sandy aerial imagery. With remote sensing and spatial analysis techniques, combine nest data with landscape-scale habitat variables likely influencing habitat selection. Landscape data will be supplied by the Rutgers University Center for Remote Sensing and Spatial Analysis (CRSSA). Run these data and nest locations through maximum entropy (MAXENT) software to identify which variables most influenced the selection of breeding sites during this period. Test the fit of the model using receiver operating curves (ROC) generated with cross validation techniques. Generate a predictive habitat suitability model for each of our target species, which will then be used to evaluate Sandy-induced changes to these habitats across NJ. 2) Quantifying Changes in Habitat Resulting from Hurricane Sandy.  Project species-specific pre-Sandy habitat suitability models (see above) onto post-Sandy landscape. Re-digitize existing pre-Sandy spatial data (i.e. land use/land cover, high tide line) to reflect landscape changes caused by the storm. Run important habitat criteria through MAXENT (as described above) to generate post-Sandy habitat suitability maps for each target species. Compare the pre- and post-Sandy suitability maps to quantify storm-induced habitat changes (both quantitative and qualitative changes). 3) Evaluation of Storm Recovery Impacts on BNB Habitat. Test the performance of our post-Sandy habitat model using nesting data for the 2013 breeding season. Model performance is evaluated generally by how often a true nest (or colony) point occurs in an area where it is predicted to occur. There are a number of factors, such as storm recovery efforts, that influence whether BNBs occupy new highly suitable habitat. As our model predicts BNB occurrence based on the habitat changes that occurred immediately after Sandy, we will conduct a field assessment of the beaches within the study area to investigate discrepancies between model predictions and the actual 2013 nesting locations. At each site, record data on the habitat characteristics demonstrated as important predictors of habitat suitability (i.e. distance to high tide line, beach width). Compare on-the-ground conditions with the immediate post-Sandy conditions we generated from the aerial imagery to quantify the impact of storm recovery initiatives on BNB habitat.  4) Development of a Rapid Assessment Protocol to Prioritize Newly Identified Breeding Sites for Protection. Based on the results of modeling and field work, prepare a technical report describing a rapid assessment protocol for the identification of new BNB breeding areas created by severe coastal storms. The protocol will include a detailed methodology for measuring important habitat characteristics and ranking breeding sites in order of importance in a way that maximizes habitat suitability for all target species collectively.  Provide best management practice recommendations to preserve these newly created or enhanced BNB habitat areas. Recommendations will be drawn from the results and analysis of the model itself, as well as an assessment of factors, especially habitat and storm management actions taken after Hurricane Sandy, that may have impacted the use of newly suitable habitat by BNBs. This type of assessment will help guide on-the-ground habitat management after future storm events, as well as inform existing regulatory mechanisms such as the state’s Coastal Zone Management Rules and management plans for federal and state listed beach species, which are required by many coastal municipalities in NJ.
Field work and habitat modeling tasks from April 2014 – February 2015; analyze data and model results from January 2015 – September 2015; completion of rapid assessment protocol is anticipated in December 2015.
4.
Stakeholder Coordination/Involvement:  Rutgers and Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey have been and will continue to work with the New Jersey Endangered and Nongame Species Program and  key beach stakeholders in New Jersey to coordinate beach survey work and to develop best management practices.  Rutgers and Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey will be part of the overall Fish and Wildlife Service beach resiliency project team including cooperators from the North Atlantic LCC,  FWS Endangered Species and Piping Plover Recovery Team, Northeast Climate Science Center, U.S. Geological Survey, Columbia University, National Park Service, Virginia Tech and  NOAA Coastal Services Center.
5. 
Project Monitoring and Evaluation:  Project will be overseen by the Fish and Wildlife Service and the overall project team (see above).  Meetings and/or webinars will be held between the oversight team and the P.I.s annually and semi-annual reports will be reviewed by the Project Officer and the team. The final report will be peer-reviewed by at least three independent reviewers chosen by the Fish and Wildlife Service and North Atlantic LCC.  
6. 
Description of Organizations Undertaking the Project:  Rutgers University is the State University of New Jersey that plays a major role in addressing natural resource issues in the State of New Jersey through the Department of Ecology, Evolution and Natural Resources and other departments and also houses the Center for Remote Sensing and Spatial Analysis.  The Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey is a non-governmental organization that works close with the state to preserve rare and imperiled species of wildlife that live and breed in, and migrate through New Jersey. Overall partners in the beach resiliency project include: North Atlantic LCC, FWS Endangered Species and Piping Plover Recovery Team, Northeast Climate Science Center, U.S. Geological Survey, Columbia University, National Park Service, Virginia Tech and  NOAA Coastal Services Center. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service points of  contact are Andrew Milliken, North Atlantic LCC Coordinator, 300 Westgate Center Drive, Hadley, MA 01035, 413-253-8269, andrew_milliken@fws.gov and Anne Hecht, Endangered Species Biologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 73 Weir Hill Road, Sudbury, MA 01776, t978-443-4325, anne_hecht@fws.gov.  The Rutgers University point of contact is Dr. Brooke Maslo, Assistant Professor, Department of Ecology, Evolution and Natural Resources, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, 14 College Farm Road, New Brunswick, NJ 08901, 848-932-5572, brooke.maslo@rutgers.edu.
7.
Sustainability: Long-term.  By assessing the impact of storms on beach and beach species and the impact of beach management in response to storms and developing best management practices, this project will have long-term benefits of responding to future storms in ways that protect habitat of beach nesting species.
8. 
Literature Cited:
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Map of Project Area: 
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D. 
Budget

Rutgers University will submit a completed Budget Information SF-424A form.  The budget form is attached to this announcement. 
Cost Principles: Financial assistance awards and subawards are subject to the cost principles in the following Federal regulations, as applicable to the recipient organization type:  

· 2 CFR Part 220, Cost Principles for Educational Institutions

· 2 CFR Part 225, Cost Principles for States and Local Governments
· 2 CFR Part 230, Cost Principles for Non-Profit Organizations

· 45 CFR Part 74, Appendix E, Principles for Determining Costs Applicable to Research and Development Under Grants and Contracts with Hospitals

· 48 CFR 1, Subpart 31.2, Contracts with Commercial Organizations

These documents are available on the Internet at http://www.ecfr.gov/.
Federally Funded Equipment: Applicants cannot use equipment paid for by the U.S. Federal Government under another award as matching or in-kind contributions.  Do not include this type of equipment in your budget!  Instead, provide a separate list of any equipment paid for by the U.S. Federal Government that will be used for the project, including the name of the Federal agency that paid for the equipment.  

E. In separate narrative titled “Budget Justification,” Rutgers University will justify all requested budget items/costs, detail how the SF 424 Budget Object Class Category totals were determined and demonstrate a clear connection between costs and proposed project activities.  For personnel salary costs, include the base-line salary figures and the estimates of time (as percentages) to be directly charged to the project.  Describe any item that under the applicable OMB Cost Principles requires the Service’s approval and estimate its cost.  Specify any pre-award costs and specify pre-award work accomplished.
Indirect Costs and Required Indirect Cost Statement:  Rutgers University must include in their budget justification narrative ONE of the following statements, as applicable and attach any required documentation as detailed below:

1. Our organization does not have an indirect cost rate and will charge all costs directly.

2. Our indirect cost rate is [insert rate]%.  We have a current Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA).  A copy of our NICRA is attached.    

3. Our indirect cost rate is [insert rate]%.  We have [insert one of these statements, as applicable: “established a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA) in the past, but it has expired.  A copy of our latest NICRA is attached” or “never established a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA)”].  In the event an award is made we will submit an indirect cost rate proposal to our cognizant agency immediately and no later than 90 calendar days after the date the award is made.  We understand that:

· Although the USFWS may approve a budget that includes an estimate of indirect costs based on our stated rate, that approval will be contingent on our establishing a NICRA.  

· Recipients without a NICRA are prohibited from charging indirect costs to a Federal award.  

· Failure to establish a NICRA during the award period will make all costs otherwise allocable as indirect costs under the award unallowable.  

· We will not be authorized to transfer any unallowable indirect costs to the amount budgeted for direct costs or to satisfy cost-sharing or matching requirements without the prior written approval of the USFWS.   

· We may not shift unallowable indirect costs to another Federal award unless specifically authorized by legislation.

4. We have never established a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA) and in the event an award is made we agree as a condition of award to charge a flat indirect cost rate of 10% of modified total direct costs (MTDC) for the life of the award, including any future extensions of time, regardless of any NICRA we may establish during the award period.  We understand that MTDC is defined as all salaries and wages, fringe benefits, materials and supplies, services, travel, and subgrants and subcontracts up to the first $25,000 of each subgrant or subcontract (regardless of the period covered by the subgrant or subcontract).  We understand that equipment, capital expenditures, charges for patient care, participant support costs (includes registration fees, travel allowances, manuals and supplies, tuition, and stipends), rental costs, tuition, and the portion of subcontracts and subgrants in excess of $25,000 are excluded from MTDC.  

Negotiating an Indirect Cost Rate with the Department of the Interior: 

For organizations without a NICRA, you must have an open, active Federal award to submit an indirect cost rate proposal to your cognizant agency.  The Federal awarding agency that provides the predominant amount of direct funding to your organization is your cognizant agency (unless otherwise assigned by the White House Office of Management and Budget).  If the Department of the Interior is your cognizant agency, your indirect cost rate will be negotiated by the Interior Business Center (IBC).  For more information, contact the IBC directly at:

Indirect Cost Services

Acquisition Services Directorate, Interior Business Center

U.S. Department of the Interior

2180 Harvard Street, Suite 430

Sacramento, CA 95815

Phone: 916-566-7111

Email: ics@nbc.gov

Internet address: http://www.aqd.nbc.gov/Services/ICS.aspx

F.  Statement Regarding A-133 Single Audit Reporting:  Following OMB Circular A-133 (http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/assets/a133/a133_revised_2007.pdf), all U.S. states, local governments, federally-recognized Indian tribal governments, and non-profit organizations expending $500,000 USD or more in Federal award funds in a year must submit an A-133 Single Audit report for that year through the Federal Audit Clearinghouse’s Internet Data Entry System.  All U.S. state, local government, federally-recognized Indian tribal government and non-profit applicants must provide a statement regarding if your organization was/was not required to submit an A-133 Single Audit report for the organization’s most recently closed fiscal year and, if so, state if that report is available on the Federal Audit Clearinghouse Single Audit Database website (http://harvester.census.gov/sac/).  Include these statements at the end of the Project Narrative in a section titled “A-133 Single Audit Reporting Statements”.  
G.  Assurances 

Include the signed and dated Assurances form: Assurances for Non-Construction Programs (SF 424B). The form is attached to this announcement. Signing this form does not mean that all items on the form are applicable. Some of the assurances may not be applicable to your organization and/or your project or program.

H.  Certification and Disclosure of Lobbying Activities
Under Title 31 of the United States Code, Section 1352, an applicant or recipient must not use any federally appropriated funds (both annually appropriated and continuing appropriations) or matching funds under a grant or cooperative agreement award to pay any person for lobbying in connection with the award.  Lobbying is defined as influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress connection with the award.  Submission of an application also represents the applicant’s certification of the statements in 43 CFR Part 18, Appendix A-Certification Regarding Lobbying.  If you/your organization have/has made or agrees to make any payment using non-appropriated funds for lobbying in connection with this project AND the project budget exceeds $100,000, complete and submit the SF LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities form.  See Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Subpart 18.100 (43 CFR 18.100) for more information on when additional submission of this form is required.  Submission of an application also represents the applicant’s certification of the statements in 43 CFR Part 18, Appendix A-Certification Regarding Lobbying.

Application Checklist

· A complete, signed and dated SF 424, Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424, SF 424-Mandatory, or SF 424- Individual) form

· If a non-profit organization, documentary evidence of Section 501(c)(3) or (4) non-profit status

· Project Summary 

· Project Narrative and Timetable

· If a U.S. state, local government, federally-recognized Indian tribal government, or non-profit organization, statements regarding applicability of and compliance with OMB Circular A-133 Single Audit Reporting requirements

· A complete SF 424A Budget Information form

· Budget Justification narrative

· If Federally-funded equipment will be used for the project, a list of that equipment 

· When applicable, a copy of the organization’s current Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement 

· Signed SF-424B Assurances form

· If applicable, completed SF-LLL Disclosure of Lobbying Activities form

Failure to provide complete information, as outlined above, may cause delays, postponement, or rejection of the application.

V.  Submission Instructions
SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  The deadline for the application package is February 21, 2014.
Download the Application Package linked to this Funding Opportunity on Grants.gov.  Downloading and saving the Application Package to your computer makes the required government-wide standard forms fillable and printable.  Applications may be submitted by mail, by email, electronically through Grants.gov, or as otherwise described in the Grants.gov funding opportunity.  Please select ONE of the submission options:  

To submit an application by mail:

Number all pages of your printed application.  Mail one, single-sided, unbound copy (do not staple or otherwise permanently bind pages) of your complete application to the USFWS program point of contact identified in the Grants.gov funding opportunity.  
The required SF 424 Application for Federal Assistance and Assurances forms and any other required standard forms MUST be signed by your organization’s authorized official.  The Signature and Date fields on the standard forms downloaded from Grants.gov are pre-populated with the text “Completed by Grants.gov upon submission” or “Completed on submission to Grants.gov”.  Remove this text (manually or digitally) before signing the forms.

To submit an application by e-mail:

Format all of your documents to print on Letter size (8 ½” x 11”) paper.  Format all pages to display and print page numbers.  Scanned documents should be scanned in Letter format, as black and white images only.  Where possible, save scanned documents in .pdf format.  E-mail your application to the USFWS program point of contact identified in the Grants.gov funding opportunity.  
The required SF 424 Application for Federal Assistance and Assurances forms and any other required standard forms MUST be signed by your organization’s authorized official.  The Signature and Date fields on the standard forms downloaded from Grants.gov are pre-populated with the text “Completed by Grants.gov upon submission” or “Completed on submission to Grants.gov”.  Remove this text (manually or digitally) before signing the forms.

To submit an application through Grants.gov:

Go to the Grants.gov Apply for Grants page (http://www07.grants.gov/applicants/apply_for_grants.jsp) for an overview of the process to apply through Grants.gov.  You/your organization must complete the Grants.gov registration process before submitting an application through Grants.gov.  Registration can take between three to five business days, or as long as two weeks if all steps are not completed in a timely manner.  

Important note on Grants.gov application attachment file names: Please do not assign application attachments file names longer than 20 characters, including spaces.  Assigning file names longer than 20 characters will create issues in the automatic interface between Grants.gov and the USFWS’ financial assistance management system.
VI. APPLICATION REVIEW 
Criteria: This is a notice of a single source financial assistance award.  This announcement is for notification purposes only. 

Review and Selection Process: The Hurricane Sandy Resiliency proposal "Decision Support for Hurricane Sandy Restoration and Future Conservation to Increase Resiliency of Beach Habitats and Beach-Dependent Species in the Face of Storms and Sea Level Rise" that was competitively funded by the Department of the Interior included tasks related to assessing the impact of the hurricane and the beach nourishment and other stabilization activities completed in response to Hurricane Sandy on beach-dependent wildlife species and using this assessment to refine best management practices for future management with a focus on New York and New Jersey.  In that proposal, Brooke Maslo from Rutgers University and Todd Pover from Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey were included as project team members for undertaking these tasks in New Jersey.  In New Jersey, Rutgers (The State University of New Jersey) and Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey (subcontractor) working with the New Jersey Endangered and Nongame Species Program are uniquely qualified to assess beach impacts because of beach survey work they did immediately following the hurricane, the spatial data in the Rutgers University Center for Remote Sensing and Spatial Analysis and their relationship with key beach stakeholders in New Jersey.
VII. Award Administration

Award Notices: Following review, applicants may be requested to revise the project scope and/or budget before an award is made.  Successful applicants will receive written notice in the form of a notice of award document.  Notices of award are typically sent to recipients by e-mail.  If e-mail notification is unsuccessful, the documents will be sent by courier mail (e.g., FedEx, DHL or UPS).  Award recipients are not required to sign/return the Notice of Award document.  Acceptance of an award is defined as starting work, drawing down funds, or receiving the award via electronic means.  Awards are based on the application submitted to, and as approved by, the USFWS.  The notice of award document will include instructions specific to each recipient on how to request payment.  If applicable, the instructions will detail any additional information/forms required and where to submit payment requests.  Applicants whose projects are not selected for funding will receive written notice, most often by e-mail, within 30 days of the final review decision.  
Prior to award, the USFWS program office will contact you/your organization to either enroll in the U.S. Treasury’s Automated Standard Application for Payments (ASAP) system or, if eligible, obtain approval from the Department of the Interior to be waived from using ASAP.  

Domestic applicants subject to the SAM registration requirement (see Section III B.) who receive a waiver from receiving funds through ASAP must maintain current banking information in SAM.  Domestic applicants exempt from the SAM registration requirement who receive a waiver from receiving funds through ASAP will be required to submit their banking information directly to the USFWS program.  However, do NOT submit any banking information to the USFWS until it is requested from you by the USFWS program!  

The Notice of Award document from the USFWS will include instructions specific to each recipient on how to request payment.  If applicable, the instructions will detail any additional information/forms required and where to submit payment requests.  
Transmittal of Sensitive Data: Recipients are responsible for ensuring any sensitive data being sent to the USFWS is protected during its transmission/delivery.  The USFWS strongly recommends recipients use the most secure transmission/delivery method available.  The USFWS recommends the following digital transmission methods: secure digital faxing; encrypted emails; emailing a password protected zipped/compressed file attachment in one email followed by the password in a second email; or emailing a zipped/compressed file attachment.  The USFWS strongly encourages recipients sending sensitive data in paper copy to use a courier mail service.  Recipients may also contact their USFWS Project Officer and provide any sensitive data over the telephone.

Award Terms and Conditions:  Acceptance of a financial assistance award from the USFWS carries with it the responsibility to be aware of and comply with the terms and conditions applicable to the award.  Acceptance is defined as the start of work, drawing down funds, or accepting the award via electronic means.  Awards are based on the application submitted to and approved by the USFWS and are subject to the terms and conditions incorporated into the notice of award either by direct citation or by reference to the following: Federal regulations; program legislation or regulation; and special award terms and conditions.  The Federal regulations applicable to USFWS awards are provided by recipient type in the USFWS Financial Assistance Award Terms and Conditions attached to this NOFA.  
Recipient Reporting Requirements: 

Interim financial reports and performance reports may be required.  Interim reports will be required no more frequently than quarterly, and no less frequently than annually.  A final financial report and a final performance report will be required and are due within 90 calendar days of the end date of the award.  Performance reports must contain: 1) a comparison of actual accomplishments with the goals and objectives of the award as detailed in the approved scope of work; 2) a description of reasons why established goals were not met, if appropriate; and 3) any other pertinent information relevant to the project results.  

Events may occur between the scheduled performance reporting dates that have significant impact upon the supported activity.  In such cases, recipients are required to notify the USFWS in writing as soon as the following types of conditions become known:

· Problems, delays, or adverse conditions that will materially impair the ability to meet the objective of the Federal award.  This disclosure must include a statement of any corrective action(s) taken or contemplated, and any assistance needed to resolve the situation.

· Favorable developments that enable meeting time schedules and objectives sooner or at less cost than anticipated or producing more or different beneficial results than originally planned.

The USFWS will specify in the notice of award document the reporting and reporting frequency applicable to the award.

VIII. Agency Contact:  Andrew Milliken, North Atlantic LCC Coordinator, 300 Westgate Center Drive, Hadley, MA 01035, 413-253-8269, andrew_milliken@fws.gov
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Financial Assistance Award Terms and Conditions
Acceptance of a grant or cooperative agreement award from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Department of the Interior (Interior) carries with it the responsibility to be aware of and comply with the terms and conditions of award.  Acceptance is defined as the start of work, drawing down funds, or accepting the award via electronic means.  Awards are based on the application submitted to and approved by the USFWS.   Awards are subject to the terms and conditions incorporated into the award either by direct citation or by reference to the following: Federal regulations; program legislation or regulation; and special award terms and conditions.  The Federal regulations applicable to USFWS grant and cooperative agreement award recipients are:

Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals and other Non-Profit Organizations

General

43 CFR Part 12, Subpart A, Administrative and Audit Requirements and Cost Principles for Assistance Programs

Administrative Guidelines

2 CFR Part 215, Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals, and other Non-Profit Organizations 

43 CFR Part 12, Subpart F, Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements with Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals, other Non-Profits

Cost Principles

Publically financed institutions of higher education: 2 CFR Part 220, Cost Principles for Educational Institutions 

Non-profits listed in Attachment C of OMB Circular A-122: 48 CFR 1, Subpart 31.2, Contracts with Commercial Organizations

All other non-profits: 2 CFR Part 230, Cost Principles for Non-Profit Organizations 

Hospitals: 45 CFR part 74, Appendix E, Principles for Determining Costs Applicable to Research and Development Under Grants and Contracts with Hospitals

Audit Requirements

Non-profits: OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations

Other Requirements

2 CFR Part 25, Central Contractor Registration and Data Universal Numbering System

2 CFR Part 170, Reporting Subawards and Executive Compensation  

2 CFR Part 175, Award Term for Trafficking in Persons

2 CFR Part 1400, Government-wide Debarment and Suspension (Non-procurement)

2 CFR Part 1401, Requirements for Drug-Free Workplace (Financial Assistance)

43 CFR 18, New Restrictions on Lobbying: Submission of an application also represents the applicant’s certification of the statements in 43 CFR Part 18, Appendix A-Certification Regarding Lobbying.

41 USC §6306, Prohibition on Members of Congress Making Contracts with Federal Government: No member of or delegate to Congress or Resident Commissioner shall be admitted to any share or part of this award, or to any benefit that may arise therefrom; this provision shall not be construed to extend to an award made to a corporation for the public’s general benefit.

Executive Order 13513, Federal Leadership on Reducing Text Messaging while Driving: Recipients are encouraged to adopt and enforce policies that ban text messaging while driving, including conducting initiatives of the type described in section 3(a) of the order.  
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Map of New Jersey with protected areas in green and project area beaches, marshes and buffers shown in blue 
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