
Summary Information 

Federal Awarding Agency Name: U.S. Department Of Agriculture - Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 

Funding Opportunity Title: Announcement for Program Funding for NRCS' Conservation 
Innovation Grants (CIG) for Federal fiscal year (FY) 2019- Virginia 

Funding Opportunity Number: USDA-NRCS-VA-CIG-19 

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number: 10.912, Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program 

NRCS is announcing the availability of CIG to stimulate the development and adoption of 
innovative conservation approaches and technologies. Applications are accepted from eligible 
entities for projects carried out in the state of Virginia. A total of up to $450,000 is available for 
CIG in FY 2019. All non-federal entities (NFE) and individuals are invited to apply, with the 
sole exception of federal agencies. Projects may be between one and three years in duration. The 
maximum award amount for a single award in FY 2019 is $75,000. 

APPLICATIONS DUE DATE: Applications must be received by 5 p.m. Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time on May 20, 2019. 

SUBMISSIONS: Applications must be submitted electronically through grants.gov. In addition, 
a PDF of the complete application must be emailed to Stacey.Bradshaw@va.usda.gov. Both 
submissions must be received by the time and date due. Late submissions will not be 
reviewed or considered. The agency will rely on system generated date and time receipt 
documentation for submission made both via Grants.gov and e-mail to determine whether 
applications meet the submission deadline. Click here for more on how to submit an application. 

The grants.gov electronic submission interface is called Workspace. Workspace is the standard 
way for organizations or individuals to apply for federal grants in grants.gov. Workspace allows 
an applicant grant team to access and edit different forms within an application simultaneously. 
In addition, the forms may be filled out online or as a PDF. An overview of Workspace can be 
viewed at grants.gov (WEBINAR - Getting Started with Workspace: Become a Workspace 
Wizard). 

Please allow extra time to register in Workspace because there are several preliminary 
registration steps before an applicant can submit the application. To register, go to 
www.grants.gov, click on "Applicants", then click on "Get Registered." If you have completed a 
prior grants.gov application, you may already have completed the registration process. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication ( e.g., Braille, large 
print, or audio tape) should contact the USDA TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). 



























requirements when the NRCS is ready to make a federal award, NRCS may determine that the 
applicant is not qualified to receive a federal award and use that determination as a basis for 
making a federal award to another applicant. 

NFEs must obtain a DUNS and register in SAM prior to registering with Grants.gov. NFEs are 
strongly encouraged to apply early for their DUNS number and SAM registration. 

1. Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) Number: A Dun and Bradstreet DUNS
number is a unique, nine-digit sequence recognized as the universal standard for
identifying and keeping track of over 70 million businesses worldwide. CIG applicants
must obtain a DUNS number. Information on how to obtain a DUNS number can be
found at http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform or by calling 1-866-705-5711.

2. System for Award Management (SAM) Registration: SAM is the official Federal
system that consolidated the capabilities of Central Contractor Registry, Federal Agency
Registration, Online Representations and Certifications Application, and Excluded
Parties List System. To register, go to: https://www.sam.gov/portal/public/SAM/. The
Federal Service Desk is available for registration assistance, and can be contacted via the
Help tab at the website listed above.

D. How to Submit an Application

Applications must be submitted through the Grants.gov web portal by 5 p.m. Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time on Monday, May 20, 2019 and by emailing a pdf copy of the full application to 
Stacey.Bradshaw@va.usda.gov (Virgnia CIG Program Manager). 

Submitting a CIG application through www.grants.gov requires a number of tasks. There are 
several preliminary registration steps before an applicant can submit the application. To register 
in the grants.gov system, go to www.grants.gov, click on "Applicants," amd then click on "Get 
Registered." 

If you have completed a prior grants.gov application, you may already have completed the 
registration process. 

Please allow sufficient time to register in grants.gov, and for possible system delays. An 
overview of Workspace can be viewed through grants.gov (WEBINAR - Getting Started with 
Workspace: Become a Workspace Wizard). 

Below are instructions for accessing the forms necessary to complete an application in 
grants.gov: 

• Go to www.grants.gov.
• Select the "Applicants" tab.
• Select the "Apply for Grants" heading.
• Click on "Get Application Package." Follow all steps.
• All necessary forms are included within the grants.gov "Application Package."
• Provide the "Funding Opportunity Number" listed on page 1 of this announcement or

return to the "Search Grants" section.



Applications not received by the submission due date and time will not be accepted. The emailed 
application must be assembled into one pdf file document in the order specified in section IV, 
part A. All applications must contain all of the elements of a complete package and meet the 
requirements described in this announcement. Grants.gov provides instructions for submitting 
the required application items through the portal. An application's receipt date and time will be 
determined by the respective system-generated documentation of receipt date and time 
(grants.gov provides date and time stamps for all proposals submitted through the portal). 

NRCS is not responsible for any technical malfunctions or website problems related to 
grants.gov or emailed submissions. If you encounter issues with grants.gov, please contact the 
grants.gov help desk at (800) 518-4726 or support@grants.gov. The applicant assumes the risk 
of any delays in application submission through grants.gov and therefore is encouraged to submit 
your application early to ensure there is time to work out unforeseen issues. 

E. Due Date

Proposals must be received by 5 p.m. Eastern Daylight Saving Time on Monday, May 20, 2019. 

Application receipt date and time will be determined by the respective system-generated 
documentation of receipt date and time (grants.gov provides date and time stamps for all 
proposals submitted through the portal). The applicant assumes the risk of any delays in 
application receipt. 

F. Acknowledgement of Submission

Grants.gov provides receipt of application submissions. NRCS acknowledges receipt of 
proposals received by the submission deadline via email. An applicant who does not receive such 
an email acknowledgement within � business days of the submission deadline, but believes the 

proposal was submitted on time, must contact the CIG program manaager within 10 business 
days of the submission deadline. Failure to do so may result in the proposal not being considered. 

G. Withdrawal

Proposals may be withdrawn by written notice at any time before award execution. Written 
notice of withdraw! must be signed by the applicant or an authorized representative. 

V. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

Proposals will be initially screened for completeness and compliance with the provisions of this 
announcement. Incomplete or noncompliant proposals will be eliminated from competition prior 
to initiation of the peer review process. 

A. Application Evaluation Criteria

Risk Criteria Evaluation 
In accordance with 2 CFR 200.205, NRCS will review risk posed by applicants. This screening 
process includes: 

1) Confirming the NFE does not have an active exclusion in SAM precluding it from
eligibility receipt of an award (i.e., suspended or debarred; see 2 CFR Part 180 and 1
CFR Part 417).














