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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	P14AS00198

	Project Title
	Assessment of natural resource condition at two national park units in the Eastern Rivers and Mountains Network: Fort Necessity National Battlefield and Friendship Hill National Historic Site

	Recipient
	The Pennsylvania State University

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr.  Charles Andrew Cole 
Department of Landscape Architecture
Penn State University

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$90,000

	Cost Share
	Not required

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Through August 2017

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Through August 2017

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement P11AC30805 (task award)

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. §5933

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945 Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System (CESU)

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	#4 - Unique Qualifications



	NPS Point of Contact
	Rita L. Mihalik


OVERVIEW
The purpose of this Task Agreement is to conduct two Natural Resource Condition Assessments (NRCA); Fort Necessity National Battlefield and Friendship Hill National Historic Site. Natural Resource Condition Assessments evaluate current conditions for a subset of natural resources and resource indicators in national park units. NRCAs also report on trends, critical data gaps, and general level of confidence for study findings. Condition assessments are used by park managers to guide strategic planning, park reporting on condition, and overall natural resource management and conservation.
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
The Pennsylvania State University, Department of Landscape Architecture has a three-part mission to conduct interdisciplinary projects in environmental studies, planning, and landscape design, educate students and citizens, and provide advisory service to policy makers, industry, and the public. 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT
The National Park Service will collaborate with the Penn State University team throughout the project, including but not limited to;  
-- full engagement with the cooperator throughout the project, participating in the planning for and execution of project workshops, identifying appropriate metrics of natural resource condition, identifying relevant data sets and contact persons from within and external to the NPS, and reviewing all interim and final project reports.

-- park staff, Eastern Rivers and Mountains monitoring network, Northeast Region regional hydrologist, Aquatic Ecologist, air resources coordinator, wildlife biologist, and GIS program coordinator will provide the cooperator will all relevant NPS data reports, research reports, monitoring information, and GIS databases that are relevant to the park condition assessment.

-- facilitate collaboration between the Cooperator and other federal, state, local agencies (e.g., USGS, USFS, PA-DEP, the Nature Conservancy) that may have data/information of relevance for the NERI condition assessment.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

Single Source Justification Description:

 (4) Unique Qualifications

The Chesapeake Watershed Cooperative Ecosystem Study Unit (CW-CESU) is a partnership of universities.   The Pennsylvania State University (PSU) is one of the universities within the CW-CESU that maintains wide expertise in geography, environmental watershed studies, environmental engineering, and resource management research in the Chesapeake Region and elsewhere. Selection of the cooperator (Dr. Charles Cole, principal investigator) is based on Dr. Cole’s technical demonstration as a leader in the development of Natural Resource Condition Assessments for the NPS.  Dr. Cole and his colleagues have completed natural resource condition assessments at other park units, submitting highly professional technical reports in a timely and cost-effective manner (Roosevelt-Vanderbilt NHS, Morristown NHP, and Saratoga NHP). 

Dr. Cole responded to a “Request for Statements of Interest and Qualifications” issued to all non-federal cooperators of the North Atlantic Coast, Chesapeake Watershed, Piedmont-South Atlantic, and Southern Appalachian CESU programs, and based on a review of the submitted statements by a team of NPS scientists and managers, Dr. Cole was selected as one of several teams to serve as the core investigators for completing condition assessments in the Northeast Region.   

Dr. Cole is highly qualified to conduct this project, bringing to this partnership an extensive knowledge of National Park units within the mid-Atlantic region, an intimate familiarity with the NPS procedures for conducting natural resource condition assessments, strong knowledge of the long-term monitoring efforts that are ongoing at northeastern parks, extensive knowledge of the Pennsylvania landscape, and a history of positive and mutually beneficial collaborations with the NPS. The proposed Cooperator is uniquely qualified to carry out the terms of this Agreement in a most cost-effective and collaborative manner.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The National Park Service (NPS) is responsible for the management of areas in the National Park System to conserve the scenery, the natural and historic objects, and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations (16 U.S.C. §1 et seq.).  In accordance with 16 U.S.C. §1a-2j, 16 U.S.C. §5933, and 16 U.S.C. §5934, the NPS is authorized to enter into a cooperative agreement to establish the Chesapeake Watershed CESU to assist in providing research, technical assistance and education. 
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