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Combating Wildlife Trafficking in Latin America and the Caribbean through Facilitating Regional Information Exchange and Cooperation

Q: Does OES foresee changes to the NOFO application deadline due to the COVID-19 pandemic?
A: No, all timelines remain the same, including the application deadline of June 15th at 11:59pm ET.  OES does not foresee the COVID-19 pandemic keeping this NOFO from being awarded.

Q: I work for an overseas-based non-profit/non-governmental organization that does not have 501(c)(3) status with the IRS. Is my organization eligible to apply or do we have to create a cooperation with an organization with 501(c)(3) status in the US to be able to register under their name?
A: Foreign non-profit/nongovernmental institutions are eligible to apply. Foreign entities are not required to have 501(c)(3) status with the IRS. The 501(c)(3) designation is only for US NGOs.  You are still welcome to partner with another organization in the U.S. (or another country), in which case one organization must apply to be the primary award recipient and the other listed as a potential sub-awardee.

Q:  Do non-US-based NGOs need to disclose lobbying activities?
A: Yes, please disclose lobbying activities as best you can.

Q: My organization’s most recent program audit is in Spanish. Does it have to be translated into English? 
A: Yes, all submissions must be in English. 

Q:  Regarding the LAC countries, must the project be done in each one of the countries, or can we choose a few countries?
A: The project must have a regional focus; however, the project does not have to include every single country in the Latin American and Caribbean region. The proposal should include a justification of why certain countries are included.

Q: Would a proposal to improve the collection and sharing of data on illegal wildlife trade in a single country, working with the relevant authorities, be eligible for an award under this NOFO?
A: The goal of the NOFO is to build capacity for data collection and information sharing among relevant authorities in the region, and therefore should not focus only on the relevant authorities of a single country. While the proposal may focus primarily on a single country, there must be a regional component.

Q: Can we include Anglo-Spanish countries to the project, e.g. Belize? 
A: Yes, the proposal may include Anglo-Spanish countries such as Belize.

Q: Can you provide more information about the eligibility of countries such as El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Venezuela? 
A: While this project is focused on the LAC region, there are certain countries within the region that are not eligible to receive funding or benefits under this award. El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Venezuela are ineligible from receiving foreign assistance benefits under this award.  Desk-based research on wildlife trafficking trends and patterns can include information from these countries; however, no funding from the award may be spent in these countries and no benefits from the award may be provided to these countries.

Q: Are El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Venezuela all excluded or can we monitor their e-commerce of wildlife?
A: Although funding under this award may not be used to benefit these countries, proposals may include data on wildlife trafficking that occurs in or is related to these countries. 

Q: What percentage of this work is required to be done online, to be able to assess the illegal e-commerce of wildlife in LAC?
A: There is no requirement for how much work must be done online or not, as long as the application addresses the goals of the NOFO. This is up to the applicant.

Q:  How much percentage of flora research is required for this grant?
A: The NOFO does not require a minimum percentage of research related to flora.
	
Q: In Section A5 (Performance Indicators), the NOFO states that bidders must “select and report against U.S. Department of State standard performance indicators listed below.” Does the proposal need to incorporate these indicators?
A: The applicant should select the most appropriate standard indicators to be included in the proposal. The applicant may also include any number of custom indicators based on project design.

Q: My colleague and I work for two different institutions and our proposed budget will be split by both institutions. Can the funds be transferred directly to each one of the institutions, or is it expected to go to one place only?
A: One institution must apply as the prime recipient/awardee, while the other institution must be listed as a potential sub-awardee.  The funds would be paid from OES to the prime awardee, who would then subsequently move funds to the sub-awardee through subcontract or other appropriate instrument.  

Q: Would it be possible to reach out to government institutions and establish connections in the working countries for the purpose of data collection?
A: Yes, you may reach out to government institutions. 

Q: Can you provide any more clarity around how a cooperative agreement works and what type of involvement the Bureau wants to have in the selected project?
A: A cooperative agreement is a more collaborative effort between the award managers and the awardees than with other types of agreements.  The "substantial role" played by the office awarding the agreement can include more frequent check-ins, and more involvement from the government in shaping the direction of the award as it progresses. Please refer to Section A6 of the NOFO for specific examples.

Q: Would OES facilitate governmental endorsements as part of the cooperative agreement?  
A: The nature of a cooperative agreement includes substantial involvement of key persons from OES. This includes assisting in coordination with other relevant entities including U.S. government agencies.  OES may assist in coordination with host government counterparts when possible and appropriate; however, OES cannot guarantee governmental endorsements.

Q: We applied for the DUNS number but haven’t received it yet. Do we need to submit the DUNS number when we apply?
A: Each applicant (unless the applicant is an individual or Federal awarding agency that is excepted from those requirements under 2 CFR §25.110(b) or (c), or has an exception approved by the Federal awarding agency under 2 CFR §25.110(d)) is required to: (i) Be registered in SAM before submitting its application; (ii) provide a valid unique entity identifier in its application; and (iii) continue to maintain an active SAM registration with current information at all times during which it has an active Federal award or an application or plan under consideration by a Federal awarding agency. The Federal awarding agency may not make a Federal award to an applicant until the applicant has complied with all applicable unique entity identifier and SAM requirements and, if an applicant has not fully complied with the requirements by the time the Federal awarding agency is ready to make a Federal award, the Federal awarding agency may determine that the applicant is not qualified to receive a Federal award and use that determination as a basis for making a Federal award to another applicant.

