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Amendment No. 01, Request for Applications (RFA) No. 623-EA-09-020

April 29, 2009
Reference:
Request for Applications (RFA) No. 623-EA-09-020; USAID/East Africa


Central African Republic (CAR) Rural Roads Rehabilitation and Maintenance Program 

Subject:
RFA Amendment Number One
Dear Potential Applicant:

The purpose of this RFA amendment number one is to answer questions raised by prospective applicants.
Question 1. What is the total length of the roads to be rehabilitated through this program?

Answer:  Per the RFA: “…overall objective…is to improve…approximately 120 KM of unpaved roads…”  Further, per the RFA: “Meaningful cost-sharing by the Applicant is expected in order to extend the program benefits/impacts among targeted communities through the extension of kilometres of improved road.”


Question 2. Are these roads the ones referred to as ‘laterite roads’?

Answer:  Unpaved roads, including laterite, gravel, mechanically stabilized earth and stone roads, are the ones to be improved under this program.

Question 3. Will this rehabilitation program require more advanced construction methods (such as polymer-cement-soil mixtures for road construction)?  

Answer: We expect  the successful Grantee to determine the most cost effective road surface improvement in terms of strength and durability, including: (a) reducing the plasticity characteristics of the existing soils and materials; (b) mechanical stabilization of the existing souls  to increase the strength (CBR) and reduce the plasticity; (c) stabilization with cement if needed, feasible,  and applicable for the specific project characteristics;  ( d) any other least cost, reliable, and applicable road surface improvement with applicable quality control and quality assurance procedures.   Applicants may wish to seek reference information on road improvement works through the laboratory of the Ministry of Equipment in Bangui and/or other donors that support road construction works in CAR, such as the European Commission, for example. 
Question 4.      I’d also like to request copies of other documents for this opportunity, 
aside from the full announcement posted in grants.gov, if  there’s any.   
Answer:  A recommended, useful source for publically accessible background documentation on development and humanitarian activity in CAR, including additional links, can be accessed via  www.hdptcar.net.  
[End of Amendment 1]
Sincerely,

/s/ 

Tadeusz Findeisen
Agreement Officer

USAID/EA/RAAO

The RFA-stated Closing Date for submission of Application remains unchanged.
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