This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications. This
announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service
(NPS), intention to fund the following project activities without

competition.
ABSTRACT
Funding P13AS00055
Announcement
Project Title Visitor Services Project
Recipient University of ldaho
Total Anticipated $415.000.00

Award Amount

Cost Share No/$0.00

Anticipated Length

of Agreement 1 Year

Anticipated Period

of Performance May 2013 through May 2014

Award Instrument Cooperative Agreement

Statutory Authority | 16 U.S.C. 8§1a-2(j) and 16 U.S.C. 5933

CFDA # and Title 15.945 Cooperative Research and Training Programs — Resources
of the National Park System

Single Source Continuation — The activity to be funded is necessary to the

Justification Criteria | satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity

Cited presently being funded, and for which competition would have a
significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the
activity; and

Unique Qualifications — The applicant is uniquely qualified to
perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors
such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity,
cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such
unique qualifications.

Point of Contact Alicia Broner

Contract Specialist (Contractor)

National Park Service

WASO WCP Contracting and Procurement
P.O. Box 25287, Mail Stop WCP

Denver, CO 80225-0287

Phone: (303) 987-6734

Email: alicia_broner@contractor.nps.gov

OVERVIEW

Through a Task Agreement against the Rocky Mountain Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units
(CESU) Cooperative Agreement, the National Park Service (NPS) and University of Idaho will
continue in a cooperative effort to work on the Visitor Services Project with the University’s Park



Studies Unit.

STATEMENT OF JOINT OBJECTIVES/PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN

The overall goal of the project is to continue the work of the Visitor Services Project and Visitor
Survey Card projects that is part to the continuing cooperative effort between the National Park
Service (NPS) and University of Idaho to conduct visitor studies in units of the National Park System.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

University of Idaho agrees to:

Undertake the Visitor Services Project (VSP) and conduct related survey research, including
evaluating methodologies to improve response rates and representation of visitor groups, and
evaluating improved measures of satisfaction.

Conduct Visitor Satisfaction Survey (VSS) for Fiscal Year 2013 and approximately 7-16 in-
depth visitor surveys.

Maintain an archive of the Park Studies Unit (PSU) questionnaires and data.

Comply with all Office of Management and Budget (OMB) requirements pertaining to social
science research in conducting the VSP.

Provide for hiring additional PSU personnel and training as needed. Encourage appropriate
faculty, staff and student cooperation as necessary to support this research effort.

Preserve data through transferring hard and electronic copy information associated with all
current and historic program files to the Social Science Branch and Federal Archives.

Clearly acknowledge the NPS in all written materials developed or derived from this task
agreement.

Participate with the NPS in a 60-day wrap-up period following the due date of the last project
product.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

National Park Service agrees to:

Assign a NPS Technical Director to provide substantial involvement in direction of the PSU and
to provide technical consultation and guidance to employees hired by the University of Idaho to
work on the PSU.

Coordinate the process of identifying and approving units of the National Park System in which
PSU projects are to be conducted.

Allow the VSP studies to be conducted in appropriate units of the National Park System.



e Acknowledge the University of Idaho in all reports, manuscripts or other professional
presentations developed or derived from this task agreement.

e Participate with the Ul in a 60-day wrap-up period following the due date of the last project
product.

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is
not practicable for each single-source award. The justification must address one or more of the following criteria
as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-
sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.

In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the
following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal — The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which
represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or
planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation — The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a
continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant
adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent — The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly
indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications — The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety
of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing
ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies — Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and
unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be
followed.

NPS did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:
Continuation — The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a
continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a
significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity; and

Unique Qualifications — The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a
variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-
sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications.

Since 1982, the University of Idaho’s Park Studies Unit has cooperated with the National Park
Service (NPS) in producing Visitor Services Project (VSP) studies. This cooperation has resulted in
255 studies in 179 parks. University of Idaho has developed a publicly available web site and
database to house this data on University of Idaho servers. The University of Idaho has a strong and



relevant academic program, a good track record in conducting VSP and Visitor Survey Card (VSC)
studies, and has the personnel who perform the work already in place.
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