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October 21, 2016


Subject:	Amendment #1 to Notice of Funding Opportunity RFA-117-16-000004, Media Enabling Democracy, Inclusion and Accountability in Moldova (MEDIA-M)
Issuance Date: 	September 22, 2016
Closing Date: 		November 14, 2016
Closing Time: 	10:00 AM Chisinau time

The purpose of this amendment to the notice of funding opportunity is to respond to the requests for clarification. All questions and points of clarification received by the due date and time were considered for inclusion in this amendment.
The due date for submitting applications remains unchanged.
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	Question
	Answer

	1
	RFA says to submit technical proposal in MS Word and in PDF on page D-3.  Does this mean the technical should be submitted as 2 separate documents with 1 in Word and 1 in PDF?  In another paragraph the RFA says to submit technical as only 1 attachment.
	The Technical Application should be in MS Word format and in PDF as 2 attachments.

	2
	RFA on page D-5 says to submit cost proposal budget in MS Excel 2010 and budget narrative in Word 2010.  What about the required assurances, certifications & representations document that has to be signed.  Can this be submitted in PDF as a third document to the e-mail containing the cost proposal?
	Yes, signed assurances, certifications & representations should be submitted in PDF format as a separate attachment in addition to MS Excel 2010 for the budget tables and Word 2010 for the budget narrative. 

	3
	On page D-9 of the RFA, item 3 Certificate of Compliance.  “Please submit a copy of your Certificate of Compliance if your organization’s systems have been certified by USAID/Washington’s office of Acquisition & Assistance (M/OAA). 
Our university is unfamiliar with this certificate. 
1.  Is this certificate of compliance required to respond to this RFA?
2.  How do we go about obtaining such a certificate of compliance?
	Certificate of compliance for the organization's systems is not a requirement. Organizations are requested to submit a copy of the Certificate in case the organization has it. 
To obtain a certification of compliance the organization may contact Contract Audit Management Branch of SAID/Washington office of Acquisition & Assistance (M/OAA). 
Following is the contact:
David A. McNeil
Branch Chief
Tel: 202.567.4601
Email: dmcneil@usaid.gov 

	4
	Cost Share Eligibility:  The NFO is inconsistent in whether non-USG donor sources may be considered as cost-share (10% required).  On page C-1, it states “…other multilateral, bilateral and foundation donors’…. may be considered as eligible sources.  However on page D-9 (second para) it reads “Funds received by the Applicant directly from the U.S. Government or USAID intermediaries or foreign governments are not allowable elements of the match but should be identified as sources in the overall budget if they are critical to the program.”  This suggests that foreign (i.e. non-USG) donor funded programs are not eligible.  Question: Can USAID please clarify whether non-USG donor funds (or non-USG donor funded projects) are eligible sources of cost sharing?
	Non-USG donor funds (or non-USG donor funded projects) are eligible sources of cost sharing. Please replace the second para on page D-9 with the following:
Any shared costs or matching funds and all contributions, including cash and third party in-kind contributions, must be accepted as part of the non-Federal entity’s cost sharing or matching when such contributions meet all of the following criteria: 
(1) Are verifiable from the non-Federal entity’s records; 
(2) Are not included as contributions for any other Federal award; 
(3) Are necessary and reasonable for accomplishment of project or program objectives; 
(4) Are allowable under Subpart E— Cost Principles of this part; 
(5) Are not paid by the Federal government under another Federal award, except where the Federal statute authorizing a program specifically provides that Federal funds made available for such program can be applied to matching or cost sharing requirements of other Federal programs; 
(6) Are provided for in the approved budget when required by the Federal awarding agency; and 
(7) Conform to other provisions of this part, as applicable. 
Please refer to CFR200.306 Cost sharing or matching for further clarifications on cost sharing.

	5
	On page D-9, there are references to compliance with the 22 CFR part 226. Question: Is this accurate or should this be changed to the new “2 CFR 200”?
	The reference is incorrect. 
Please replace the reference to 22 CFR part 226 with CFR 200. 


	6
	Will the Mission allow for a PDF format submission only for the technical and cost/business applications, rather than both PDF and word format? Please advise.
	See answers to Questions 1 and 2 above.

	7
	Page D-2 of the NFO states, “Our preference is that the technical application and the cost application be submitted as single email attachments, e.g. that you consolidate the various parts of a technical application into a single document before sending them.” However, it is requested that the budget be submitted in Excel 2010. Will the Mission allow the cost/business application to be broken into two email attachments; The budget narrative in PDF format and the Budget in Excel workbook format? Please advise.
	See answers to Questions 1 and 2 above.

	8
	If the Mission allows for the cost/business application to be submitted as an excel workbook budget and a PDF narrative, does the applicant still have to provide instructions on compiling the excel workbook budget and PDF narrative?
	See answers to Questions 1 and 2 above.

	9
	Could the Mission please confirm it would like the application (technical and cost/business) submitted via email?
	Yes, the applications should submit electronically via email.

	10
	Can the Mission confirm that Annex 2 “Initial Environmental Examination” is listed as a reference and that the applicant will not have to conduct an IEE upon implementation? If so, should the applicant budget for associated costs?
	Categorical exclusion is recommended under the IEE for all activities related to Media. Positive impacts may be achieved if environmental/human health issues are advocated and/or addressed under Support to Independent Media and Journalists to cover issues of political participation and accountability tasks.
Thus, no IEE should be conducted except to the extent such programs include activities directly affecting the environment (such as construction/renovation of facilities, etc.). In that case a supplemental IEE should be conducted and relevant costs should be budgeted.

	11
	Can the Mission provide additional guidance on required technical application annexes?
	Annexes do not have page limitations; however, number of pages should be reasonable and include only minimum of necessary information. 
Also, please more information for the Annexes on page D-5 of the NFO.

	12
	Does the “Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning” plan referenced on page A-18 correlate with the required “Monitoring and Evaluation Plan” on page D-5?
	Yes.

	13
	Will the Mission allow for submission of the budget in a version that is more recent than Microsoft 2010?
	No, please save the budget tables as MS Excel 2010 files.

	14
	Can the Mission define what qualifies a partner as a major-sub applicant?
	Please disregard the term “Major Sub-Applicant” and submit indirect cost rate agreements (NICRA) or calculations and supporting information for all proposed sub applicants.

	15
	Can the Mission confirm that all criteria within the technical application are weighted equally?
	Yes, all four criteria are weighted equally as stated on page E-1.

	16
	Can the Mission clarify if the executive summary is included in the 25-page limitation?
	Yes, the executive summary is part of the 25 page limitation for the technical application.

	17
	Will a printout of the applicant’s record on SAM.gov suffice as the “Statutory and Regulatory Certifications” or Section IV, B within the “Certifications, Assurances, Other Statements of the Recipient and Solicitation Standard Provisions” if the applicant is already registered? Can the Mission confirm that this is proof of maintaining a DUNS number?
	Please complete and submit ANNEX 1: Certification, Assurances, Other Statements of the Recipient. 
No need to submit the printout of SAM registration.

	18
	Key Personnel: The RFA does not specify key personnel. Is there a minimum number of key personnel that USAID expects the applicant to specify? Will key personnel receive more weight by the review committee when evaluating the management approach and staffing plan?
	The number for the key Personnel should be within a reasonable range as described in ADS 303. Please suggest.
Key personnel will be evaluated as part of the Management Plan as indicated on page E-1 of the NFO for experience, expertise and performance in managing complex development programs, and demonstrated prior experience in working with other technical assistance programs in media development and areas relevant to the proposed activity.

	19
	While one award is anticipated as a result of this notice of funding opportunity (NFO), USAID reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications submitted.”  But the synopsis on Grants.gov says that “the expected number of awards” is five. Would you please clarify?
	USAID anticipates making one award as a result of this NFO.

	20
	Does USAID encourage applicants to work with partners/beneficiaries/participants from Transnistria?
	Although it can be challenging, USAID would welcome the proposals to work with partners/beneficiaries/participants from Transnistria.

	21
	It appears that USAID is not planning to take primary applicants’ past performance into consideration when evaluating project proposals. Is that correct?
	Past Performance information will be used for responsibility determination of the successful applicant. It is not part of the selection criteria.

	22
	The RFA (Annex 1, page 13) asks that applicants submit “past performance information requested in the RFA” as part of their certifications and assurances package. However, the only other mention of past performance information in the RFA relates to that of sub-grantees/sub-contractors, to be included as part of the cost application. Does USAID expect to see past performance information from prime applicants? If so, in what format?
	Applicants are requested to provide Past Performance information for the prime applicant. Applicants are free to submit the past performance information in their preferred format.

	23
	What is the rationale behind setting the cost share requirement at this high 10% level in a country that doesn't see a great deal of donor investment (apart from USAID's) in media development?
	There is a programmatic rationale for cost sharing, as the Mission believes that requiring cost share will ensure that the recipient has more stake and exhibits more ownership of the activity. Furthermore, cost sharing requirement will incentivize the recipient to seek partnerships and synergies to support the implementation of the Activity. This approach will also contribute to the sustainability of the recipient's efforts beyond the current activity.

	24
	Under eligibility, we note that it says “U.S. organizations.” Is it possible for our company to go into this with a formal partnership with a European partner?
	US organizations can partner with organizations from authorized geographic code countries. The authorized geographic codes for this RFA according to the provision B.5 Authorized Geographic Code are 937 (the United States, the recipient country, and developing countries other than advanced developing countries, but excluding any country that is a prohibited source) and 110 (New Independent States). For the list of 937 and 110 geographic code countries please review ADS Chapter 310.

	25
	Do you have candidates for this NFO in mind and how many are there?
	This is a competitive selection of the applicant for MEDIA-M program.

	26
	Would you expect a ground office to be opened? 
	USAID anticipates that the winning applicant will have a field office for the performance period of the agreement.
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