Frequently Asked Questions
MEPI Student Leaders Program
1. What will happen if I ask for more than the specified award ceiling of $400,000?
The specified ceiling is an estimate and not a mandatory cap.  NEA/PI calculated the individual award ceiling based on the average cost per Student Leader participant and on placing approximately 20 students at each host institution.  Especially in cases where two or more institutions are in collaboration, awards of more than the ceiling would be anticipated.  Applicants should request the appropriate amount of funding for their proposed program factoring in any textbooks or student cost of living, and provide proper justification.  Amount requested is not an indicator of responsiveness.  All responsive applications will be reviewed based on the published criteria.
2. My organization is a non-profit organization but not a college or university; are we eligible under this announcement?  
Yes.  An applicant need not be a College or University to be eligible under this announcement.  Per the organization capacity criteria (listed in section V of the announcement), all non-profits should demonstrate that they can provide a high quality continuous learning program for a minimum of 20 Student Leaders that addresses the criteria outlined in the RFA. 
3. In the MEPI Student Leaders Program, does a host institution need to cover the roundtrip cost of the students’ airfare from the Middle East to the host campus from a grant award?  Should we assume that a host institution would cover the cost of sending the group to another region as specified in the guidelines?
As stated in Section I – Funding Opportunity

“NEA/PI will support the logistical and administrative management of the program, and various follow-on activities under a separate award (not included in this RFA).  Support will include participant recruitment, ALL international travel, health insurance, and Washington D.C.-based activities.  In addition, approximately six months after the conclusion of their U.S.-based summer program, Student Leader alumni will gather at an alumni conference in the Middle East or North Africa as part of a MEPI program to share feedback on their experiences and to participate in additional leadership training.”

In the supplementary information under Program Dates/International arrival and Departure states:

“All participants will arrive via Washington, D.C., and, as soon as they have passed through U.S. Customs and Immigration in Washington, D.C., they will fall under the care of the host institution.  Therefore, the host institution should include in its program design a plan for airport pickup; payment of Washington, D.C. accommodation (based on approved CONUS per diem rates); and travel to and from the host institution site.

In addition, all participants will be required to return to their home countries immediately upon conclusion of the program.  Institution’s staff should arrange to escort all participants to airports for their return travel and remain at the airport until the students have checked their bags and entered the appropriate departure area.”

NEA/PI intends to have the students return to their home countries directly from Washington, DC.  The host institution would be responsible for travel to Washington, DC. 

The host institution would be responsible for any travel and accommodations as part of the field study portion of the program.
4. Our organization has been approached by a 3rd party to join as part of their application under this announcement.  Can our organization apply both as an individual institution and ALSO as part of 3rd party application?

There are no restrictions on the number of applications that any organization may submit or be part of. 

5. If our final document is more than 3 MB, is it possible to submit two separate documents that constitute the whole proposal?

Yes, you may submit attachments under separate email covers to stay under the 3 MB/email limitation.  Please specify in the subject line that the email is X of X (as 1 of 3 etc.), so that we can be sure to log your application correctly.
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