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MEPI Student Leaders Program

Supplementary Information

Recruitment and Selection Process:  
U.S. embassies and consulates abroad will recruit, interview and nominate participants, with final selection made by NEA/PI.  NEA/PI will determine the placement of each student at one of the participating host institutions.
Pending the feasibility of recruitment and international travel, participants in the program will be citizens of Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, Syria, Yemen, and Saudi Arabia.  Please note that NEA/PI reserves the right to amend this list at any time as conditions or policies change. 

Program Participants:
Participants selected will be preparing to commence/enter their second or third year of university undergraduate studies in their home countries in Fall 2008.  Every effort will be made to ensure a balanced mix of nationalities, genders, religious traditions, and socioeconomic and geographical backgrounds.

Program participants will be highly motivated and exemplary undergraduate students, who have demonstrated leadership through academic work, community involvement, and extracurricular activities.  They will be selected on the basis of their demonstrated leadership capacity and the role they can play in the growth of freedom in the Middle East and North Africa.  

While all participants will have good knowledge of English, the level of comprehension and speaking ability may vary.  Therefore, the host institution will be required to prepare academic sessions and coursework that meet the highest academic standards, while using language appropriate for students for whom English is their second or third language.
Following are the general characteristics of the candidates whom the U.S. embassies and consulates will seek to nominate for participation in this program:

· They are 18 to 22 years of age at their time of arrival in the United States;

· They are proficient in English; 

· They are committed to returning to their home university in Fall 2008, following completion of their program; 

· They demonstrate strong leadership potential that can be used in their university and community activities;

· They indicate a serious interest in learning about the United States; 

· They have a sustained high level of academic achievement, as indicated by academic grades, awards, and teacher recommendations;

· They demonstrate a commitment to community and extracurricular activities; 

· They have had little study or travel experience in the United States or elsewhere outside of their home country; 

· They are mature, responsible, independent, confident, open-minded, tolerant, thoughtful and inquisitive; 

· They are willing and able to fully participate in an intensive academic program, community service, and active educational travel program; and,

· They are comfortable with campus life, sharing living accommodations while traveling with a multinational group of participants from the Middle East North Africa and with U.S. citizens, and making adjustments to cultural and social practices different from those of their home countries.

It is anticipated that host institutions show sensitivity to the cultural traditions and religious practices of the participating students who represent a variety of Muslim and other religious traditions.  Special requirements and restrictions regarding diet, daily worship, housing, and medical care should be considered.  NEA/PI will provide guidance and assistance, as needed.

Program Dates / International Arrival and Departure:
The program’s start and end date will be mandated by NEA/PI.  The program will be six weeks in duration (including arrival and departure days), beginning June 30, 2008.  In order to ensure adequate time for the host institution to make program arrangements and prepare pre-program materials, NEA/PI will make every effort to award the approved cooperative agreement on a timely basis. 

All participants will arrive via Washington, D.C., and, as soon as they have passed through U.S. Customs and Immigration in Washington, D.C., they will fall under the care of the host institution.  Therefore, the host institution should include in its program design a plan for airport pickup; payment of Washington, D.C. accommodation (based on approved CONUS per diem); and travel to and from the host institution site.

In addition, all participants will be required to return to their home countries immediately upon conclusion of the program.  Institution’s staff should arrange to escort all participants to airports for their return travel and remain at the airport until the students have checked their bags and entered the appropriate departure area.
As part of the field study, events will be hosted in Washington, D.C. from Tuesday, July 1 – Thursday, July 3 and Tuesday, August 11 - Wednesday August 12, 2008, respectively.  This time should be factored into the host institution’s 2008 calendar for this program.  A formal debriefing session with the participants will be scheduled during their final Washington, D.C. visit. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Travel to family or friends elsewhere in the United States will not be permitted before, during or after the program, including on weekends during the academic residency period.  Students must return home immediately at the conclusion of the program.  At the discretion of the host institution, and in consultation with the program office, family or friends may be permitted to visit the participants during their free time while the latter are in residence at the host institution, provided that such visits do not disrupt the program.  At no time will family or friends be permitted to accompany the participants during scheduled activities, whether such activities are curricular or optional.

