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Initial Recommendation April 2011 (see Amended Recommendation May 2011 at end):

As per direction from the Great Northern Landscape Conservation Cooperative (GNLCC) Steering Committee, the GNLCC Advisory Team has developed the following FY11 Funding Recommendation.  This recommendation was initially divided into two parts:

Table 1 describes $800K in priority climate related work recommended for support from the Northwest Climate Science Center.  Table 2 describes $1 million in GNLCC supported projects for Fiscal Year 2011.  Please see the following summary for explanation.
FY11 Funding Guidance
On February 2, 2011, an FY11 GNLCC Funding Guidance was distributed to members of the GNLCC Steering Committee, Advisory Team, associated research facilities and regional universities to announce acceptance of proposals until March 2, 2011.   The announcement was also posted on Grants.gov as per US FWS policy.  Participation was open to those interested.  The Funding Guidance was based on an agreed upon science needs assessment, based on input from webinar surveys, ongoing workshops, meetings and review of existing science assessments from partners and partnerships, which resulted in the following thematic categories (as defined in the Funding Guidance) of science and information needs:

· Habitat Connectivity 
· Aquatic Integrity
· Data Integration 
· Climate 
· Partnerships 
· Outreach and Education 
Proposal Review Process

A total of 85 proposals were received.  These proposals were screened by GNLCC staff of 5 (FWS, NPS and USGS) according to the general criteria listed in the Funding Guidance.  Of these, 37 proposals were forwarded for final ranking by a multi-agency team of 8 including representatives from 2 State wildlife agencies, US Forest Service, US Geological Survey, National Park Service and US Fish and Wildlife Service as well as GNLCC staff.   The team ranked the proposals according to the weighted relevance criteria listed in the Funding Guidance.   Rankings were then used in conjunction with team discussion with respect to other relevant factors to develop the following recommendation for use of FY11 GNLCC funds.

Recommendation April 2011
The GNLCC Advisory Team is providing a list of proposals including Title, Sponsoring Organization, PI or Project Coordinator, relative rank and requested and suggested funding.   Table 1 lists projects that are directly relevant to the draft Science Plan being developed by the Northwest Climate Science Center (NWCSC).  We suggest the GNLCC formally request consideration by the NWCSC for support of these projects totaling $800K as competitively successful (using GNLCC process) inter-agency and NWCSC University consortia-led projects.  The GNLCC can provide a matching amount (suggested $100K) towards the climate projects being submitted to the NWCSC. Table 2 lists projects to be funded at $1 million to be supported by the GNLCC.
Amended Recommendation May 2011
Based on feedback from the GNLCC SC during the April 13-14 meeting in Pendleton, Oregon, and updated information on possible funding from the NWCSC, the SC directed the GNLCC Advisory Team to revisit the recommendation and develop a recommendation that reflects a recommendation if there should be limited to no support from the NWCSC.

The GNLCC Advisory Team took the following steps to modify the recommendation (See Table 3):

1) Categorized the proposal by dominant thematic category

2) Categorized the proposal as being a function of LCCs, CSCs or parts of both based on the functions described in the Department of Interior LCC/CSC Implementation Guidance dated January 2011.   

Those proposals that were considered to reflect CSC functions are referred to the NWCSC.   The final recommendation includes the remaining proposals beginning with the highest ranked for each of the 5 thematic categories (all projects included some element of ‘Partnership’ but none as a dominant theme) to allow for a distribution of projects across themes.   

This process allowed for the highest ranked from each theme to be included (Tier 1); the second highest ranked from each theme to be included (Tier 2)’ and the third highest from Habitat Connectivity and Aquatic Integrity (Tier 3) to be included, to a total funding recommendation of $1,036,000.  

An Index of Proposals which lists all proposals received by PI, Title and Project Summary is provided as an appendix for purposes of comparison and discussion.
