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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	P14AS00064

	Project Title
	Submerged marine habitat mapping: a foundation for enhancing resilience to climate change and other stressors, Assateague Island National Seashore  

	Recipient
	University of Delaware

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr. Arthur Trembanis,
School of Marine Science and Policy
University of Delaware

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$299,998

	Cost Share
	Not required

	New Award or Continuation?
	New

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Through October 31, 2016

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Through October 31, 2016

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement P11AC30805 (task award)

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. §5933

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945 Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System (CESU)

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	#4 - Unique Qualifications



	NPS Point of Contact
	Rita L. Mihalik


OVERVIEW
The overall goal of this project is to resurvey the nearshore zone of Assateague Island National Seashore (AINS) to determine what changes in bottom sediments, benthic fauna and fish habitat occurred and can be attributed to Superstorm Sandy. Specifically, the cooperator will (1) map the full survey area with surface towed side-scan sonar at a resolution comparable to that of the pre-storm survey, (2) resample a subset of the benthic stations that represent all sediment strata previously identified, (3) obtain novel data with ROV and AUV assets, including bottom video and multibeam bathymetry, at specifically chosen locations on a much finer scale in order to enhance understanding of the benthic habitat and bottom type changes, and (4) compare newly obtained data to that from the pre-storm survey and determine changes that can be attributed to Superstorm Sandy. This survey design meets the aims of the National Park Service including documenting storm-related changes in sediments and marine habitats on multiple scales. 

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
The overarching scientific objectives are to develop and employ techniques for mapping and characterizing the benthic communities at any/all of the referenced NPS parks. The data deliverables of this project include 1) a set of georeferenced standard geophysical data (i.e., side-scan and swath bathymetry) 2) mosaicked and interpreted benthic habitat maps following CMECS guidelines, 3) optical seabed images, 4) water column properties (i.e., temperature and salinity) and 5) in situ sediment grab samples. These data will contribute to our finalized reports and maps quantifying the seabed morphology and surface substrate distribution. These outcomes will then inform continued management and subsequent monitoring of each site.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT
This marine habitat mapping project at Assateague Island National Seashore will be a highly collaborative process between faculty and project staff from University of Delaware and federal scientists and managers associated with the NPS.  The NPS will;

•
Assign the NPS-Northeast Region Coastal Ecologist and North Atlantic Coast CESU Research Coordinator to collaborate with the University of Delaware team throughout the project, including but not limited to, facilitation of a workshop, conference calls and site visits, active participation in the project study design, facilitating coordination with a companion USGS study, and providing frequent technical guidance and participation during the project review process.

•
ASIS natural resource staff, the NPS Northeast Coastal and Barrier Network, and the NPS-Water Resources Division (Oceans Branch) will be engaged throughout the project, providing relevant park data (including pre-Hurricane Sandy habitat mapping data), all relevant park technical reports (e.g., Inventory and Monitoring datasets, GIS datasets, etc.), and participating in study design issues, field data collection, product review, and coordination with similar post Hurricane Sandy mapping studies that are ongoing at other NER coastal park units.

•
Facilitate communication and coordination between the Cooperator and non-NPS partners that have insights and relevant data related to understanding the benthic marine resources of Assateague Island NS and vicinity (e.g., Maryland Geological Survey, USGS Coastal and Marine Geology Program, US Army Corps of Engineers).

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications

Single Source Justification Description:

The Chesapeake Watershed Cooperative Ecosystem Study Unit (CW-CESU) is a partnership of universities.  The proposed Cooperator, University of Delaware, a non-federal partner of the CW-CESU since 2008, has extensive experience conducting marine-related studies, and in particular studies related to marine habitat mapping in cooperation with Department of the Interior. Selection of this cooperator (Dr. Arthur Trembanis, University of Delaware) is based on a competitive process where the cooperator responded to a “Request for Statements of Interest and Qualifications” that was issued to all non-federal partners of the Chesapeake Watershed and North Atlantic Coast CESUs (total of 49 institutions). The Statements were reviewed by a NPS panel of technical experts and Dr. Trembanis was invited to submit a full project proposal. The proposal was then reviewed by agency and external peers and found to be exceptional. This Cooperator is in close proximity of the study area (Assateague Island National Seashore) and has a history of producing high quality technical/professional products. Further, this Cooperator is conducting a companion marine habitat mapping project (with USGS funding support) in the immediate vicinity of Assateague Island and these projects are tightly coupled. Selecting this Cooperator was a natural outgrowth of a history of positive and mutually beneficial collaborations. The proposed Cooperator is uniquely qualified to carry out the terms of this Agreement in a most cost-effective and collaborative manner. 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The National Park Service (NPS) is responsible for the management of areas in the National Park System to conserve the scenery, the natural and historic objects, and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations (16 U.S.C. §1 et seq.).  In accordance with 16 U.S.C. §1a-2j, 16 U.S.C. §5933, and 16 U.S.C. §5934, the NPS is authorized to enter into a cooperative agreement to establish the Chesapeake Watershed CESU to assist in providing research, technical assistance and education. 
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