Technical Studies Program Cooperative Agreements Related to Coal Mining and Reclamation
Number: 15.255
Agency: Department of the Interior
Office: Office of Surface Mining
PROGRAM INFORMATION 
Program Number/Title (010): 
15.255 Applied Science Program Cooperative Agreements Related to
Coal Mining and Reclamation 
Federal Agency (030): 
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND
ENFORCEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Authorization (040): 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA), Public Law 95-87; Public Law 95-224. 

Objectives (050): 
The technical studies program supports two efforts: (1) to develop and demonstrate improved technologies to address public safety and environmental issues related to the mining of coal and reclamation of the lands affected after mining (applied science projects); and (2) to encourage efforts to collect, preserve and convert into digital format, maps of underground mines that provide valuable information regarding protection of the public and miner safety, mine pool evaluation, and mine subsidence investigation for previously mined areas (underground mine map projects). 

Types of Assistance (060): 
Project Grants (Cooperative Agreements). 

Uses and Use Restrictions (070): 
Projects must focus on issues related to mining in the United States and its territories. Funding will be limited to projects that an applicant can complete without additional funding from the Office of Surface Mining (OSM) beyond those funds awarded in the current fiscal year. Applicants may request funding that will not exceed the amount established each year prior to the solicitation for proposals. OSM encourages cost sharing through an advantaged score in the rating process, but cost share is not required for the applicant to supply a proposal. 

Eligibility Requirements (080) 
Applicant Eligibility (081): 
Applied Science Projects: Recipients may be any of the following: public, private, or non-profit entities; Federal, State, local or Tribal governments; and colleges, and universities located in the United States. 

Underground Mine Map Projects: Recipients may be any State, Indian Tribal agency, or U.S. territory. Additionally, underground mining must have occurred within their boundaries.

Beneficiary Eligibility (082): 
Communities impacted by coal mining and reclamation of the land after mining. 

Credentials/Documentation (083): 
Applied Science and Underground Mine Map Projects: All proposals must include a letter of endorsement, (on official letterhead) from an appropriately authorized management official representing a State, Indian, or Federal Title IV or Title V of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) Mining Regulatory or Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Authority. 

Application and Award Process (090) 

Preapplication Coordination (091): 
There is no preapplication coordination for this program.  Environmental impact information is not required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372. 
 
Application Procedures (092): 
This program requires the submission of an application and proposal to receive consideration. The standard SF 424 and forms furnished by the Federal agency and required by 43 CFR Part 12, Subpart C, “Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local Governments” may be used for this program.  Please contact the appropriate Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM) Regional or Field Office for details. 

Award Procedure (093): 
The OSM Director or his/her designee approves and awards all cooperative agreements for this program.

Deadlines (094): 
The deadline for submission of applications and proposals is during the second quarter of each fiscal year. Please contact program office or refer to the program announcement for the application deadline. 

Range of Approval/Disapproval Time (095): 
Estimated from 120 to 150 days. 

Appeals (096): 
Not applicable. 

Renewals (097): 
Not applicable. 

Assistance Consideration (100) 
Formula and Matching Requirements (101): 
This program has no statutory formula and no mandatory cost share or matching requirements. However, OSM recommends that applicants participate in the support of the project in the following manner: Applied Science Projects: OSM recommends a minimum cost share of 25 percent with the applicant providing some portion of this percentage. The remainder may come from academia, industry, or other non-federal sources. Underground Mine Map Projects: OSM encourages cost sharing through an advantaged score in the rating process, but cost-share is not required for the applicant to supply a proposal. Recommended cost share percentages can comprise contributions from any of the the following: applicant, academia, industry, or other nonfederal sources. 

Length and Time Phasing of Assistance (102): 
The cooperative agreements have a performance period of up to two years.


Post Assistance Requirements (110) 
Reports (111): 
Financial and programmatic reports (SF-425 and SF 425A) are required. 

Audits (112): 
In accordance with the provisions of OMB Circular A-133 (Revised, June 27, 2003), "Audits of States, Local Governments, and Nonprofit Organizations", non-federal entities that expend financial assistance ($500,000 for fiscal years ending after December 1, 2003) or more a year in federal awards will have a single or a program specific audit conducted for that year. Non-federal entities that expend less than ($500,000 for fiscal years ending after Dec.1, 2003) a year in federal awards are exempt from federal audit requirements for that year, except as noted in Circular No. A-133. 
Records (113): 
Recipients will maintain records in accordance with the provisions of 43 CFR Part 12, Subparts C and F. 

Financial Information (120) 
Account Identification (121): 
14-5015-0-1-302; 14-1801-0-1-302. 

Obligations (122): 
FY 2008 $1,400,000; FY 2009 est. $1,400,000; and FY 2010 est. $1,400,000. 

Range and Average of Financial Assistance (123): 
Applied Science Projects:  Range $93,414 to $200,000; Average $171,535; Mine Map Projects:  Range $19,990 to $50,000; Average $28,832

Program Accomplishments (130): 
OSM anticipates that Applied Science Projects will result in improved technologies to address environmental issues related to the mining of coal and reclamation of the land after mining, and for regulatory processes that ensure compliance with the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act. OSM also anticipates that Mine Map Projects will result in increased protection of the public and miner safety, environmental quality and property from adverse effects of underground mines through the cooperative efforts between OSM and various state agencies and through increased preservation and public access to mine map resources. 

Regulations, Guidelines, and Literature (140): 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977, Public Law 95-87; Grants Common Rule at 43 CFR Part 12. 

Information Contacts (150) 

Regional or Local Office (151) : 
See Appendix IV of the Catalog. 

Headquarters Office (152): 
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, Department of the Interior, 1951 Constitution Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20240. Contact: Chief, Division of Reclamation Support. Telephone: (202) 208-2788; Fax (202) 219-0239. 

Website Address (153): 
See http://www.grants.gov/ . For additional details on specific proposal requirements, please see OSM's website at http://techtransfer.osmre.gov/

Related Programs (160): 
15.250, Regulation of Surface Coal Mining and Surface Effects of Underground Coal Mining; 15.252, Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation (AMLR) Program; 15.253, Not-for-Profit AMD Reclamation. 

Examples of Funded Projects (170): 
Investigation of Advanced Electronic Detonator Application in Surface Coal Mine Blasting 
Improving Passive Mine Drainage Treatment for Manganese Removal

Criteria for Selecting Proposals (180): 
Applied Science Projects funding criteria include:

The level of external financial support
The potential for technology transfer 
The technical merit
The value of proposal to SMCRA programs
Utilization of the High Priority topics for the current fiscal year

Underground Mine Map Projects: 

Overall proposal quality, innovation, and viability
Proposal utilization of the special interest topic 
The level of external financial support 


