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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service (NPS), intention to fund the following project activities without competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	NPS-16-NERO-0069

	Project Title
	Identifying Late Summer Activities and Habitat Preferences of Remnant Populations of Myotis Bats in Acadia  

	Recipient
	Biodiversity Research Institute  

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$97,727.00

	Cost Share
	YES

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	6/16/16 Through 9/30/17

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	6/16/16 Through 9/30/17

	Award Instrument
	Task Agreement under existing Master Cooperative Agreement 

	Statutory Authority
	54 U.S.C. 101702(a)

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	Not Applicable – this is not a single source award. 
 

	NPS Point of Contact
	CRAIG MCKAIGE 215-597-0056













OVERVIEW

This Task Agreement under cooperative agreement P14AC00888 is entered into by and between the Department of the Interior, National Park Service (NPS), and the Biodiversity Research Institute for the purpose of studying the activities of the remaining individuals of Myotis bat populations in Acadia National Park and areas adjacent to the park on Mount Desert Island and Schoodic Peninsula during the summer and early fall of 2016. Data and resulting information will identify conservation measures that protect important habitats and travel corridors during peak activity periods and help coordinate work schedules for maintenance projects and programs in order to minimize disruption or interference with bat populations at the park and promote their population recovery.  
STATEMENT OF JOINT OBJECTIVES/PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN
The study will focus on identifying the activities and habitats being used by Myotis species of bats in summer (June to August) and first weeks of fall (September). Study objectives are to identify key information that can guide conservation and best management practices to protect these remaining populations and promote their recovery.  Learning important habitats, habitat characteristics, and activities associated with these individuals and populations, especially for the federally listed northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis, Myse), the state-endangered little brown (Myotis lucifugus, Mylu) bat, and state-threatened small-footed Myotis (Myotis Leibii Myle) will update our understanding of their current health conditions, their daily activities and use patterns in the park and area that can be used to craft actions and protections for their conservation. The findings will be shared with peers and collaborators in prescribing protections and best management guidelines to support current and recovery populations in the park and in other areas of Maine.  Data may reveal how or what factors are providing the remaining individuals with the conditions or resistance to continued exposure to Pseudogymnoascus destructans (White Nose Syndrome).  Together the findings advance the  understanding of how to protect and promote the conservation of Myotis bat species in Acadia National Park (ANP) and mid-coast Maine, while also presenting life-history information for northern populations for adopting other state and national conservation measures. 
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RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

•	The need to identify and adopt conservation measures based on information about bat populations in Maine and the Northeast
•	The possibility that remnant populations may change activity patterns and behaviors given the abundance of resources and diminished competition
•	How the disease affects these remaining populations 
•	The possibility that remnant populations could be threatened by secondary threats that could inhibit the recovery of these species 


.	
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT
· Support the project with field gear (i.e., road signs, field equipment, etc.), provide staff, provide logistical coordination and notification with park law enforcement due to the researchers nocturnal observation hours across the park, provide office space and internet access. Housing will be provided within the park at government rates. Interpreters, school groups will observe and share information from the project with visitors and school programs.  The BRI and NPS team will, cooperatively provide one or more resource sessions for park staff, answer questions from educators and interpreters, invite and host educators/interpreters at field sites, and provide in the field short presentations for the public and organized school groups.

· Assign the park’s wildlife biologist to provide (1) technical support and guidance on project activities, (2) coordination of project activities with all other park operations including updating park staff, park and neighboring law enforcement, about daily activities, (3) assist in all aspects of the study including data collection, data analysis, data interpretation, and publication, and (4) maintain regular communication with state and federal agencies about the project’s activities. 

· Assign the park’s seasonal wildlife technicians to assist with field efforts as identified by daily interactive discussions between the cooperator and the park’s wildlife biologist; and the technicians will receive directions from the cooperator and park staff and be supervised by the permanent park wildlife biologist.

· Assign interpretive and education staff to provide support and guidance in the development and implementation of educational and public outreach pertaining to this project. 

· Provide the cooperator upon request, all relevant NPS research reports, monitoring reports, GIS data layers, monitoring program databases, and other information of specific relevance to preparation to this project as it relates to Acadia National Park.

· Facilitate communication between the cooperator and non-NPS partners (e.g., university faculty, other federal agencies, state and local agencies) that have knowledge of park and mid-Maine natural resources, ecological systems, and can offer valuable insight and technical information on the most recent information on bats within the park and the immediate area. 




SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	
Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based on the following criteria:

This is not a single source award. NPS is awarding the funds through a Task Agreement under an existing Master Cooperative Agreement. 
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