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FULL TEXT OF NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY


A. [bookmark: _Toc214959704]PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Department of State Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons (TIP Office) is pleased to announce an open competition for projects to combat child trafficking in Mongolia under a new Child Protection Compact (CPC) Partnership (hereinafter the CPC Partnership).  A CPC Partnership is a multi-year plan, developed jointly by the United States and another government, which includes targeted anti-trafficking assistance to organizations to implement elements of the plan.  The total funding available under this Notice of Funding Opportunity is up to $5,000,000 (USD).  The anticipated start date for the award(s) is October 1, 2020.  All selected proposals will be funded pending the availability of FY 2019 appropriated funds.

Proposals must be submitted via SAMS Domestic (https://mygrants.service-now.com/grants) by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) on June 2, 2020 to be eligible for consideration.  If an organization has technical issues submitting a proposal near the deadline, the only way its late application will be accepted is if it opens a ticket with the help desk to fix the problem prior to the deadline.  A ticket with the help desk is opened by calling 1-(888)-313-4567 or logging a ticket through the ILMS Self Service Portal (https://afsitsm.service-now.com/ilms/home).  To be competitive under this funding opportunity, applicants must be fully responsive to all instructions in this document.

Applicants who experience COVID-19 related issues that prevent them from submitting an application via SAMS must reach out to JTIP grants mailbox email (JTIPGrants@state.gov) before the deadline to work with staff on alternative submission solutions.   

B. FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 USC §7101 et seq.), as amended (TVPA), established the TIP Office in the U.S. Department of State.  The TIP Office leads the United States’ global engagement on the fight against human trafficking and seeks partnerships with foreign governments, civil society organizations, and multilateral organizations to combat modern slavery through the “3P” paradigm:  prosecuting traffickers through victim-centered law enforcement, protecting trafficking victims through proactive identification and comprehensive, trauma-informed care, and preventing trafficking in persons.  TIP Office programs combat human trafficking – a crime involving the exploitation of someone for the purposes of compelled labor or a commercial sex act through the use of force, fraud, or coercion.  Forms of human trafficking include sex trafficking, child sex trafficking, forced labor, bonded labor (also called debt bondage), domestic servitude, forced criminality, forced child labor, and the unlawful recruitment or use of child soldiers.

The U.S. government defines “trafficking in persons” as:
· Sex Trafficking – when a trafficker uses force, fraud, or coercion to compel a person to engage in a commercial sex act or when a trafficker causes a child who has not attained 18 years of age to engage in a commercial sex act.
· Forced Labor – when a trafficker recruits, harbors, transports, provides, or obtains a person for labor or services by using force, fraud, or coercion.

Trafficking in persons does not require the movement of a person.  Under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA), and generally consistent with the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons (Palermo Protocol), individuals may be trafficking victims regardless of whether they once consented, they participated in unlawful acts their traffickers compelled them to commit, someone transported them into the exploitative situation, or they were simply born into a state of servitude.  The TIP Office will not support projects that use alternate definitions of trafficking.

The TVPA requires that the Department of State submit to Congress an annual report assessing the efforts of governments to address trafficking in persons.  The annual TIP Report is the primary tool for the Department’s engagement with other governments on human trafficking and informs U.S. policy and assistance priorities to combat this crime.  The 2019 TIP Report is available at: https://www.state.gov/trafficking-in-persons-report-2019/.

Since 2000, when the United Nations adopted the Palermo Protocol and the United States enacted the TVPA, 175 countries have become party to the Protocol.  In addition, more than 160 countries have passed anti-trafficking laws, and many countries have established specialized law enforcement units, set up trafficking victim assistance mechanisms, and launched public awareness campaigns.  Nonetheless, the number of victims identified and assisted, and the number of traffickers investigated, prosecuted, and convicted remain low relative to the size of the crime; and governments face continued challenges in effectively implementing new anti-trafficking legal and policy frameworks.

The TIP Office works to address these challenges through diplomatic engagement and its foreign assistance programs.  Information on U.S. government anti-trafficking efforts is available at https://www.state.gov/about-us-office-to-monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons-2/ and a summary of international programs currently funded by the TIP Office is available at https://www.state.gov/tip-office-project-descriptions/.

The U.S. signed CPC Partnerships with the Government of Ghana in June 2015, the Government of the Philippines in April 2017, the Government of Peru in June 2017, and the Government of Jamaica in May 2018.  Information on these CPC Partnerships is available at https://www.state.gov/child-protection-compact-partnerships/.

C. U.S-MONGOLIA CPC PARTNERSHIP AWARD COMPETITION

The Government of the United States and the Government of Mongolia signed a CPC Partnership on April 2, 2020 to jointly support enhanced and more effective efforts to address child trafficking in Mongolia over four years.  Both governments share concerns about the lasting psychological, physical, and developmental consequences of sex trafficking and forced labor for child victims, the increasing reports of commercial sexual exploitation of Mongolian children, and the recognized risks associated with children’s increasing use of the internet.  Improving efforts to address all forms of child trafficking in Mongolia requires a concerted and well-coordinated response.

Children in Mongolia are subjected to both sex and labor trafficking.  Child sex trafficking may occur in massage parlors, illegal brothels, hotels, bars, and karaoke clubs, sometimes through the permissive facilitation of local police.  Child labor trafficking may take the form of domestic servitude, forced begging, herding, construction, artisanal mining, or forced child labor in agriculture. Traffickers sometimes use drugs, fraudulent social networking, online job opportunities, or English language programs to lure Mongolian victims into sex trafficking.  Most sex trafficking of Mongolian victims from rural and poor economic areas occurs in Ulaanbaatar, provincial centers, and border areas.

The TIP Office will fund one or more organizations to work collaboratively in Mongolia in a manner that builds on the strong foundation of the Mongolian government’s anti-trafficking efforts to achieve improved, sustainable policies and practices that ensure effective interagency coordination and collaboration on child trafficking protection and prosecution efforts, hold perpetrators of child trafficking criminally accountable, provide comprehensive protective services for child victims, and prevent child trafficking from occurring in Mongolia.  The U.S.-Mongolia CPC Partnership will serve as the framework for the governments of the U.S. and Mongolia to work collaboratively and cooperatively over four years to achieve the CPC Partnership’s purpose and objectives. 

The TIP Office will provide up to $5 million in U.S. foreign assistance to one or more organization(s) to support implementation of the CPC Partnership activities.  Applicants are encouraged to review the U.S.-Mongolia CPC Partnership, including Annexes A, B, and C.  Annex B, the Implementation Plan, outlines activities that implementing partners who are selected by the TIP Office through this competitive funding opportunity will perform in support of the four CPC objectives.  Please also review closely the programming objectives and activities listed below for guidance on specific activities; these are consistent with the TIP Office-supported activities in Appendix B.

The proposed project activities should be focused in Ulaanbaatar; applicants are encouraged to consider the Songinokhairkhan, Bayanzurkh, Chingeltei, Bayangol and Sukhbaatar districts.  Projects may range from 36-44 months in duration and are expected to conclude at least by the end of this CPC Partnership in April 2024. 

Applicants may only submit one proposal.  Each program objective below identifies a “not to exceed” funding amount that applicants should strive to meet as mentioned in the CPC Partnership Programming Objectives and Activities section below.  The TIP Office will consider proposals with deviations from these amounts only with strong justification.

The TIP Office recognizes the importance and added value of partnerships and collaborative efforts in anti-trafficking work.  Applicants are encouraged to submit proposals that reflect partnerships among organizations and are expected to work collaboratively with relevant Mongolian government ministries and local authorities to coordinate with related activities supported by other donors.

Applicants are expected to submit proposals that reflect an understanding of and utilize trauma-informed and victim-centered approaches to anti-trafficking activities.

· A trauma-informed approach includes an understanding of the vulnerabilities and experiences of trauma survivors, including the prevalence and the physical, social, and emotional impact of trauma.  This approach recognizes signs of trauma in individuals and the professionals who help them and responds by integrating knowledge about trauma into policies, procedures, practices, and settings.  Trauma-informed approaches place a priority on restoring the survivor’s feelings of safety, choice, and control.  Programs, services, agencies, and communities can be trauma-informed.

· A victim-centered approach includes placing the crime victim’s priorities, needs, and interests at the center of the work with the victim; providing nonjudgmental assistance, with an emphasis on client self-determination, where appropriate, and assisting victims in making informed choices; ensuring that restoring victims’ feelings of safety and security is a priority and safeguarding against policies and practices that may inadvertently re-traumatize victims; ensuring that victims’ rights, voices, and perspectives are incorporated when developing and implementing system- and community-based efforts that impact crime victims.

CPC Partnership Programming Objectives and Activities
The CPC Partnership programming priorities for Mongolia are listed below.  Applicants should propose implementing activities that clearly support accomplishment of the CPC Partnership objectives and related activities in the implementation plan.  Applicants must address at least one activity under each chosen objective, but proposals that address multiple listed activities will be viewed favorably.  Applicants should propose to implement only objectives and activities for which they or their sub-grantees listed on the applications have demonstrated relevant experience.  

The four programming objectives of this CPC Partnership pertain to all forms of child sex trafficking and forced child labor. 

Proposed activities related to training should articulate plans to be specific to the Mongolian context and focused on creating sustained change.

Interagency Coordination and Collaboration Objective:  Improve interagency coordination and collaboration of child trafficking investigation, prosecution, protection, and prevention efforts by establishing and maintaining an operational MDTF under the National Sub-Council on Trafficking in Persons.  

Activities to support this objective:  
Proposed activities not to exceed $1.5 million USD
Working closely with relevant Mongolian agencies,
· Work with Mongolia’s Multidisciplinary Task Force (MDTF) to identify and respond to technical assistance and training needs; provide coordination support, including logistics and supplies for MDTF meetings
· Work with the TIP Office to identify an experienced Human Trafficking Task Force and Children’s Advocacy Center operating in the U.S. to provide mentorship for Mongolia’s MDTF; organize at least one international exchange trip between MDTF members and the U.S. for on-site learning and relationship building in year one of the Partnership by supporting travel, logistics, agenda setting, and meeting coordination
· Provide technical assistance in the establishment of the MDTF as needed; support MDTF mentorship through video conferences and additional exchange visits during the Partnership; support the development of MDTF protocols and a sustainability plan in coordination with MDTF members
· Work with participating agencies to coordinate investigation, prosecution, and protection activities under the MDTF; provide specialized training, follow-up mentoring, and other support for MDTF members in collaboration with the U.S.-based Task Force
· Provide technical assistance to the MDTF in the establishment of procedures for collecting, sharing, analyzing and reporting statistical data; provide technical assistance to the National Sub-Council on Trafficking in Persons to develop a plan to assess the effectiveness of MDTF operations and CPC Partnership implementation

Prosecution Objective:  Improve the quality of victim-centered investigations and prosecutions with the goal of increasing the number of effective prosecutions and convictions of child trafficking cases.

Activities to support this objective:  
Proposed activities not to exceed $1.2 million USD
Working closely with relevant Mongolian government agencies,
· Provide training to MDTF members and other representatives of MDTF ministries, as appropriate, on topics including advanced investigation and prosecution of child trafficking cases, conducting interviews with potential child victims, use of child friendly spaces, intelligence gathering, surveillance, evidence collection, victim-centered practices during law enforcement operations, coordination of victims services through criminal justice proceedings, and techniques that reduce trauma for child victims/witnesses during trials; provide technical assistance and furnishings and supplies as needed to support the development of a multidisciplinary child-friendly space for interviewing child victims; work with MDTF members to promote coordinated, comprehensive care to child trafficking victims; assess existing SOPs and, with input from MDTF members, coordinate development and/or strengthening of SOPs for participating agencies; train relevant agencies in SOP implementation
· Provide technical assistance to the National Police Agency (NPA) and Family, Child, and Youth Development Agency (FCYDA) as needed for budget formulation and resource advocacy
· Provide expert consultation to NPA, Witness and Victim Protection Division (WVPD) and the Office of the Prosecutor General (OPG) regarding current best practices and assist them to develop and implement improved policies and practices for prosecutions and court proceedings that reduce the trauma for child victims who serve as witnesses, such as the use of pre-recorded testimony, live video technology, special programs that prepare child witnesses for court, court accompaniment by child advocates, and separate waiting areas; assist the Government of Mongolia, as appropriate, to increase the availability of victim services staff (such as providing supplemental staff through partnerships with civil society and/or NPA and FCYDA to increase resources dedicated to these activities)
· Work with participating agencies to assess gaps in existing data collection systems and create plans to address gaps as needed 
· Provide training, including training of trainers, on cyber-facilitated human trafficking investigation and prosecution, with an emphasis on child trafficking cases  


Protection Objective:  Strengthen Mongolia and civil society capacity to identify victims of child trafficking and to provide comprehensive specialized services to victims of child sex trafficking and forced child labor.

Activities to support this objective:
Proposed activities not to exceed $1.5 million USD 
Working closely with relevant Mongolian government agencies, 
· Assess existing victim identification and referral procedures and identify gaps in design or implementation that limit effectiveness; assist participating agencies to develop or strengthen existing identification procedures and referral mechanisms, including for immediate referral of victims to receive comprehensive care; provide training on victim identification and referral procedures to participating agencies and civil society, assess effectiveness of this training, work to institutionalize the training, and provide follow-up support as needed
· Provide training and technical assistance and other resources, including shelter refurbishments and capacity building of staff on shelter management, service provision, trauma-informed care, and reintegration, to FCYDA and a selected NGO on the operation of a specialized residential shelter
· Train social workers and mental health professionals from FCYDA and its NGO partners, and from NPA WVPD on specialized psychological counseling techniques, such as art therapy, and on techniques to provide emotional support for child trafficking victims throughout legal proceedings; provide mentorship after training
· Work with MLSP and FCYDA to assess existing services, create a plan for capacity building, and provide training for designated personnel such as Child Protection Officers and relevant civil society partners on case management, trauma-informed care, reintegration, and specialized needs of child trafficking victims
· Work with FCYDA to assess gaps in existing data collection systems and create a plan to address the gaps as needed

Prevention Objective:  Increase efforts to prevent child sex trafficking and forced child labor through school, community, and online mechanisms that educate relevant stakeholders of the risks and indicators of child trafficking and increase the capacity of public officials, civil society, and private sector stakeholders to take appropriate action.

Activities to support this objective:  
Proposed activities not to exceed $800,000 USD
Working closely with relevant Mongolian government agencies, 
· Provide technical assistance to participating agencies on strategies and activities to support greater community education and outreach; assess related activities and outreach effectiveness, revise materials and techniques as needed, and promote sustained use of effective outreach model in coordination with MDTF
· Provide technical assistance, as necessary, to the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection on potential legal remedies to permit unannounced inspections; provide training and technical assistance to labor inspectors on identifying and responding to forced child labor after unannounced inspections are authorized
· Provide technical assistance on timely strategies for the closing of entertainment establishments, including massage parlors, where child victims of trafficking are exploited
[bookmark: _Toc214959705]
CPC Partnership Competition Overview
Any funds awarded under this funding opportunity will be provided through a cooperative agreement.  A cooperative agreement provides for substantial involvement between the agency, in this case the TIP Office, and the award recipient during the award’s period of performance.  Substantial involvement by the TIP Office in this award will include the approval of all sub-award recipients and key personnel provided with funding awarded under this funding opportunity.  Other examples of substantial involvement by the TIP Office could include, but are not limited to, reviewing and approving project materials, training curricula, proposed consultants, and evaluation plans.  All draft and final products submitted for review must be translated into English.

D. [bookmark: _Toc212005797][bookmark: _Toc212869260][bookmark: _Toc214957433][bookmark: _Toc214959707]ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

1. Eligible Applicants

The TIP Office encourages applications from the following entities:
· U.S.-Based and Foreign-based Non-Profit
· For-Profit Organization
· Institution of Higher Education
· Non-Governmental Organization (NGO)
· Public International Organization (PIO)

Please note, for-profit organizations are not permitted to generate profits from grant-funded activities.  While foreign governments are not eligible to apply, governments may be beneficiaries of programs provided that funding does not pay salaries of government agency personnel and that such assistance is not restricted by U.S. law or policy.

Applicants for this funding opportunity may partner with other organizations in submitting full proposal(s).  All such applications must clearly identify the lead applicant, and the applicant may designate one or more partner organizations as sub-recipients.  For the purposes of this funding opportunity, a partner organization is any organization that would receive sub-award funding from a successful applicant to help the applicant organization implement anti-trafficking projects.  All mandatory terms and conditions for a successful applicant also apply to any sub-awards awarded.

The eligibility requirements for applying for funds under this funding opportunity do not restrict applicants from receiving other sources of funding from the U.S. government, including funding from other bureaus within the Department of State.  However, the applicant must identify related U.S. government programming.

2. Cost Sharing or Matching

Cost sharing, cost matching, and cost participation are not required to carry out the program described in this announcement.  However, voluntary cost share may be proposed.  Applicants proposing cost share must read the instructions below regarding budget documents that are required to be submitted under this announcement.  Applicants should list the cost share amount in the designated sections in the SF-424 forms.

As described in the U.S.-Mongolia CPC Partnership Section IV and Appendix B, the Implementation Plan, the Government of Mongolia has committed to make addressing human trafficking a higher priority within its budgetary and resource allocation processes going forward.  This would include support for anti-trafficking activities in fulfillment of the CPC Partnership’s objectives and activities, expanded support for shelters and other direct services for child victims of human trafficking, and the necessary equipment for investigations and victim protection.  In addition, Mongolian agencies and prosecutors participating in the CPC Partnership have committed to increase the number of law enforcement, prosecutor, social welfare, mental health, and labor inspection personnel designated to prioritize child trafficking and to work collaboratively on victim-centered investigation and prosecution of child trafficking cases.  The National Sub-Council on Trafficking in Persons will work with prosecutors, police, and child protection officers to establish, provide support for, and maintain an operational Multidisciplinary Task Force (MDTF) focused on interagency coordination in the identification and protection of child trafficking victims and the investigation and prosecution of child trafficking crimes.  Participating agencies and prosecutors will also cooperate with the implementing partners to support the objectives and activities. 

E. APPLICATION INFORMATION

1. Address to Request Application Package

All proposals must be submitted via SAMS Domestic by 5:00p.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) on June 2, 2020.  The TIP Office will NOT accept proposals or updated documents submitted by any other method, including email, fax, the postal system, delivery companies, couriers, or U.S. embassies.  Applicants may submit only one application.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to initiate electronic applications early in the application development process and to submit the application in advance of the deadline.  This will aid in addressing any problems with submissions prior to the application deadline.  No exceptions will be made for organizations that have not completed the necessary steps to submit applications on SAMS Domestic.

Applications Submitted Through SAMS Domestic 

Organizations using SAMS Domestic for the first time must register on the SAMS Domestic site to create a New Applicant account as soon as possible.  This application step must be completed before an application can be submitted.

To register with SAMS Domestic, follow the “create an account” link and complete the “SAMS Domestic User Registration Request” application form.  Users will receive an email requesting account verification.  This verification step must be completed before an application can be submitted.  Please contact JTIPGrants@state.gov after the account has been created to ensure the account is associated with the correct organization.  Electronic applications submitted via SAMS Domestic must contain completed SF-424 online forms and documents specified in this funding opportunity.  

To upload the full proposal, go to SAMS Domestic, select “Apply, then Funding Opportunities,” and select the “Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons Programs” funding opportunity.  Select the “Apply Here” button, enter the applicant organization’s information, and click Save.  Complete each section of the application in the corresponding section of the Additional Documents to Be Submitted Tab: Online Standard Forms (SF-424, SF-424 A, SF-424 B) and Project Narrative.

Note: Please ensure that you select the box, “allow anyone in my organization to edit this proposal”, to ensure members of your organization have access to edit this proposal. 

For assistance with SAMS Domestic please contact the ILMS Support Desk at 1-888-313-4567 (toll free for international callers) or submit a ticket using the ILMS Self Service Portal.  Customer Support is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Please note, support hours may change on Federal holidays.  Please direct questions regarding the process of uploading applications to Customer Support.  Technical difficulties not resolved by the Support Desk by the time of submission must be fully documented and reported to the TIP Office at JTIPGrants@state.gov. 

2. Content and Form of Application Submission

Please follow all instructions below carefully. Proposals that do not meet the requirements of this announcement or fail to comply with each of the stated requirements will be ineligible.

Content of Application
Please ensure:
· The proposal addresses the objectives and activities of this funding opportunity.
· All documents are written in the English language.
· All text is black-colored, 12 point, Times New Roman font.
· All budgets are in U.S. dollars.
· All documents must have one-inch margins. 
· All documents are formatted to 8 ½ x 11 paper.
· All Microsoft Word documents should have 12-point Times New Roman font, with a minimum of 1-inch margins.  Applicants must use the provided template for the project narrative.  These requirements have been locked in the provided template.  Submission of PDF files will not be accepted and will result in automatic failure of the technical review.

Required Sections – Overview

Section 1 	Online Forms/Standard Forms
Section 2 	Project Narrative
· Microsoft Word Document (No PDF files)
Section 3	Monitoring and Evaluation Table
· Microsoft Word Document or Microsoft Excel (No PDF files)
Section 4	Timeline
· Microsoft Word Document or Microsoft Excel (No PDF files)
Section 5	Summary Budget, Line-Item Budget and Budget Narrative
· Microsoft Word Document or Microsoft Excel (No PDF files)
Section 6	NICRA Agreement *
Section 7 	Resumes and Qualifications of Key Personnel
· Resumes may be no longer than 5 pages, including charts, graphs, logos, and images.
Section 8	Certification of Training Requirement
Section 9 	Letters of Intent to Cooperate in Partnership *
Section 10	Common Performance Indicators (CPIs)

* Required only if Applicable

Note:  Applicants must use the TIP Office templates for the project narrative, M&E Table, timeline, summary budget, and CPIs, which are part of the Additional Information to Be Submitted by the Applicant Tab.

Required Sections – Details

Section 1 – Online Forms:  Standard Forms 424, 424A, 424B and LLL
Complete the SF-424 and SF-424A as described in the instructions provided through SAMS Domestic.  Please note, the SF-424B is now required only for those applicants who have not registered in SAM.gov or recertified their registration in SAM.gov since February 2, 2019 and completed the online representations and certifications.  In addition, the following information may be helpful when completing the SF-424.  Please see the provided Annex for further instructions on filling out these forms, located under the “Information for Applicants” tab in SAMS Domestic.

SF-424: Complete all fields except where noted as “Leave Blank” below.

1. Type of Submission:  Application
2. Type of Application:  New
3. Date Received:  This will be assigned automatically.
4. Applicant Identifier:  Leave blank.
5a. Federal Entity Identifier:  Leave blank.
5b. Federal Award Identifier:  Leave blank.
6.  Date Received by State:  Leave blank.  This will be assigned automatically.
7.  State Application Identified:  Leave blank.  This will be assigned automatically.
8a. Enter the legal name of the applicant organization.  Do NOT list abbreviations or acronyms unless they are part of the organization’s legal name.
8b. Employer/Taxpayer ID Number:  Non-U.S. organizations enter 44-4444444
8c. Enter organizational Unique Entity Identifier number (UEI).  Organizations can request a UEI number at: http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform.  Enter “0000000000” for organizations that do not yet have a UEI number.
8d. Enter the headquarters address of the applicant
8e. Enter the name of the primary organizational unit (and department or division) that will undertake the assistance activity as applicable.
8f. Enter the name, title, and all contact information of the person to be contacted on matters involving this application.
9. Select an applicant type (type of organization)
10. Enter:  Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons
11. Enter:  19.019.  This should be automatically entered. 
12. Enter the Funding Opportunity Number and title.  This number will already be entered on electronic applications.
13. Enter the Competition Identification Number and title.  This number will already be entered on electronic applications.
14. Areas Affected by Project:  Enter country or region.
15. Enter the title of proposed project:  Enter project title.
16. (16a) Congressional districts of Applicant:  Applicants based in the U.S. should enter congressional district. Foreign applicants should enter “90.”  16(b) All applicants should enter “90.”
17. Enter start date February 1, 2020 and projected end date.
18. (18a) Enter the amount requested for the project described in the full proposal under “Federal”; (18b) enter any cost-share under “Applicant.”  If not proposing cost-share, enter zeros.
19. Select “c.  Program is not covered by E.O 12372.”
20. Select the appropriate box.  If the answer is “yes” to this question, provide an explanation.
21. Enter the name, title, and all contact information of the individual authorized to sign for the application on behalf of the applicant organization.

SF-424A –Applicants often say this form is confusing.  Please review the detailed instructions below BEFORE completing this form online.

Section A - Budget Summary – Complete Tab 1
a. Enter:  Anti-Trafficking Program (This is the only grant program that needs to be entered).  Click Save to refresh the page.
b. Click the Anti-Trafficking Program link and enter:  19.019.
c-d. Leave these fields blank.
e. Enter the amount of federal funds requested for this project.
f. Enter the amount of any other funds the applicant will receive towards this project.
g. The total cost of this project will automatically be calculated. Click Save & Return

Section B - Budget Categories – Complete Tab 2 – Enter total project costs in each category in Column 1 as described below.  In Column 5 the form should automatically show the sum. Columns 2, 3, and 4 leave blank.
a-h. Click into each category to enter the amount for each object class category (Include cost sharing).
i. Enter the sum of 6a-6h.
j. Enter any indirect charges.
k. Enter the sum of 6i and 6j.
Program Income. Enter any program income that will be earned as a result of the project.  If none, leave this section blank.

Section C - Non-Federal Resources – Complete Tab 3 – (Only complete this section if the proposal includes funds from other sources) 
1. Click into Anti-Trafficking Program.
2. Enter cost share amount in the Applicant field, if applicable.
3. Leave the State field blank.
4. Enter the amount of any other funding sources for this project.
5. The total amount for all non-federal resources should automatically be calculated.

Section D - Forecasted Cash Needs – Complete Tab 4
1. In the first column, enter the total amount of federal funds requested for the project.  Forecasted cash needs by quarter are not required.
2. In the first column, enter the total amount of non-federal funds you expect to expend during the project.  Please list total cost share in this column.  Forecasted cash needs by quarter are not required.
3. The form should automatically calculate the sum.  Forecasted cash needs by quarter are not required.

Section E - Budget Estimates of Federal Funds Needed for Balance of the Project – Complete Tab 5
    1. Click Anti-Trafficking Program.
2. Enter the amount of federal funds to be expended in year one of the project. Click Save.
3. Enter the amount of federal funds to be expended in year two of the project (if applicable).
4. Enter the amount of federal funds to be expended in year three of the project (if applicable).

Section F - Other Budget Information – Complete Tab 6
1. Enter:  Direct Charges – Leave Blank.
2. Enter:  Indirect Charges – If Indirect Charges are shown in Tab 2 (Budget Categories), enter the type of Indirect Rate used (Provisional, Predetermined, Final, or Fixed).
3. Enter any comments.

SF-424B
This form must be signed online in SAMS Domestic.  Please note, the SF-424B is now required only for those applicants who have not registered in SAM.gov or recertified their registration in SAM.gov since February 2, 2019 and completed the online representations and certifications.

SF-LLL

If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions. 

Section 2 – Project Narrative
Applicants are required to use the provided project narrative template, and text should be entered directly into the template.  Project narratives must be submitted as Word documents.  PDF versions of the project narrative will not be accepted and will result in failure of the technical review. 

A. [bookmark: _Toc214957437]Key Information and Brief Project Summary

The project narrative must list the following key information at the beginning of the narrative:
· Country or countries that the project will benefit
· Project Title
· Name of applicant organization
· Name and email address of point of contact for the application (This should be the same contact that is listed on the SF-424 in 8f).
· Funding amount requested in U.S. dollars.  If applicants include a cost share it should also be in U.S. dollars. No other figures are requested at this time. 
· Project duration in months.
· 3P Percentage Breakdown (Ex. 25% Prevention, 35% Protection, and 40% Prosecution).
The remaining area of this section will make up the foundation of the project narrative.  Please note that project narratives should be no more than 24,000 characters (approximately 8 pages), including spaces, and submitted in 12-point Times New Roman font.  The provided template has been set to these requirements.  The content of applications should include:
· Brief description of the applicant organization and partner(s), previous work in the country or region where project would be performed, previous work to combat human trafficking and other similar crimes, and the applicant’s current and prospective funding for related projects in the region or country, if applicable.  The project narrative should clearly demonstrate the organization’s record and capacity, including previous grant management experience.  A general organizational history is not required.
· Description of how the project meets at least one of the TIP Office’s country / region specific programming objectives described in this announcement.
· Project description, including goals and objectives, intended beneficiaries, and duration.
· Note:  A goal is a brief statement of what the project hopes to accomplish.  An objective is a statement that describes the intended results or incremental changes that a project intends to achieve by implementing specific activities.  Strong objectives are detailed, contain clear statements of change expected as a result of the project, and are “SMART,” i.e., Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, and Time-Bound.  Activities are the tasks or actions that a project undertakes to accomplish specific objectives.  Activities should be linked to the achievement of specific objectives.  Applicants must describe how they will ensure that their project adheres to the highest ethical standards.
· Project outcomes, deliverables, and performance indicators.  The summary should also explain how the work would relate to recent and ongoing efforts of existing anti-trafficking activities for the affected country.  The statement should also briefly describe how the project would meet the need by addressing the human trafficking problems in the country identified in the programming objectives.
· This section should identify where activities will be performed and outline the roles of key personnel in the project.  It should also address how the results of the project will be sustained upon its completion, identify local partners and their roles in implementing project activities, and address how the project will be coordinated with activities funded by other donors.

B. Monitoring and Evaluation/Analysis and Reporting 

Applicants should include a monitoring and evaluation (M&E) plan with an explicit theory of change that shows the causal relationship between project activities and results[footnoteRef:2].  The plan should also describe how the outputs and outcomes identified in the Monitoring and Evaluation table will be monitored.  Applicants should also specifically address: [2:  “A theory of change is a brief statement that ties your logic framework together by summarizing why, based on available evidence and consideration of other possible paths, and the changes described in your logic framework that are expected to occur.” (Program Design and Performance Management Toolkit, Managing for Results 2013).] 

· The learning questions for this project and how you plan to answer them through monitoring and/or evaluation;
· The resources (financial, technical, human) you need to ensure high quality monitoring and/or evaluation data; and,
· An explanation of how outcomes will be sustained at the end of the project.

Applicants should budget a sufficient amount for M&E expenses (recommended minimum of 2%).  M&E expenses may include project monitoring activities, such as funds to implement and analyze results from a survey after a project activity, host focus groups, interview key informants, observe project activities, gather data, etc.  M&E expenses could also be used to fund a project evaluation that is either implemented by an internal or external evaluator.  Applicants planning a formal evaluation should describe when it will be conducted during the period of performance, who will conduct it (external/third party or not), the methodology to be used, and how the main evaluation audiences will use the findings.  A formal evaluation is not required.

In addition, applicants selected for funding must be willing to have their projects independently evaluated; in this case applicant monitoring and evaluation of project performance will still be required.  If a project is selected for an evaluation independent of the project, the TIP Office will put forth additional funding for this evaluation.

C. Key Personnel

Key personnel are individuals with primary responsibilities for implementing the strategy outlined in the technical approach.  In this section, applicants should separately:
· Identify and outline the roles and responsibilities of key personnel working on the project.
· This may include, but is not limited to, hiring staff, drafting materials, scheduling meetings, coordinating trainings, drafting awareness materials, etc.
· List the qualifications required for each of the key personnel working on the project.
· This may include, but is not limited to, prior experience in the country, experience working on human trafficking programs, experience with M&E, an understanding of anti-trafficking policies, etc.
· Provide resumes for key personnel already selected to work on the proposed project.
· If the key personnel selected to work on the proposed project will also be working on another TIP Office project that is already being funded, please provide the time commitments for both the existing project and proposed project.

D. Organizational Capacity & Partnerships

Organizations must demonstrate how their resources, capabilities, and qualifications enable them to achieve the proposed goals and objectives in their proposal.  Applicants should describe their relevant programming experience and human trafficking expertise, if any.  Applicants should highlight the experience and expertise of any individual members of the organization’s leadership team who will not be designated key personnel and how they will support accomplishment of program goals and objectives.

Applicants may partner with other organizations in submitting proposals.  Each application must clearly identify the applicant, and the applicant may designate one or more partner organizations as sub-recipients.  If an applicant applies for an award under this funding opportunity with partner organizations, this section must demonstrate a partnership approach that clearly delineates the respective roles and responsibilities of the applicant and of each partner.  Applicants should submit a copy of any signed partnership agreements.  All letters of partnership from intended sub-recipients must be submitted in English.  Other letters of endorsement may be submitted in a foreign language with an informal English translation.

Section 3 – Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) Table

Applicants must provide, as a separate attachment, a Monitoring & Evaluation Table in Times New Roman font, no smaller than 12 point.  A Monitoring & Evaluation Table demonstrates the causal relationship between the project goals and objectives and the activities undertaken to achieve them.  Applicants should include and clearly define output and outcome indicators.  Applicants must set targets for each indicator (and in Common Performance Indicators).  With TIP Office approval, recipients will be able to revise indicators and targets during project implementation, when relevant.  Output indicators measure the direct products or services derived from completion of the activities proposed in the technical approach.  Outcome indicators demonstrate the results a project intends to achieve (e.g., enhancements to victim services, quality of legislation drafted, effectiveness of training materials developed, etc.).  The required format and a sample Monitoring and Evaluation Table are included in the Additional Documents to be Submitted section on SAMS Domestic.  The approved Monitoring & Evaluation Table will be used to measure performance of projects chosen by the TIP Office for award.  Applicants should be realistic in their selection of indicators.

Section 4 – Timeline

Applicants must provide a timeline in the form of a Gantt chart to demonstrate the relationship between planned activities such as marshalling other donor resources, conducting open and competitive competitions for grant funding, and conducting timely implementation of sub-awards.  The Additional Documents to be Submitted Section includes a timeline template.  The timeline must be submitted in 12-point Times New Roman font.

Applicants who choose to use the attached template may need to make adjustments to tailor the listed duration and number of listed activities to match those of proposed projects:
· Applicants should rename “Project Title” and “Organization Name.”
· Applicants should rename “Activity 1,” “Activity 2,” etc., as needed to match the proposed project activities and listed the individual responsible for each activity.
· Applicants should fill in the proposed start dates for each activity in Column B, and fill in the columns to reflect the amount of time to be spent on the activity.

Section 5 – Summary Budget, Line-Item Budget, and Budget Narrative 

Applicants must submit a summary budget, line-item budget, and budget narrative.  The budget must specify the total amount of funding requested, must specify the amount spent per year, and must be in U.S. dollars.  All three budget formats must be submitted in separate excel documents to be considered for funding.  Each budget document should be submitted using 12-point Times New Roman font. If your application has voluntary cost share, please be sure to list it in the appropriate columns as demonstrated below.

A. Budget Summary by Project Year

Provide a summary budget showing totals for the categories listed below for each year of the project.  A sample template is below:


	Budget Summary Categories
	Year XX
	Year XX
	Cost Share
	Total TIP Office Costs 

	1. Personnel
	
	
	
	

	2. Fringe Benefits
	
	
	
	

	3. Travel
	
	
	
	

	4. Equipment
	
	
	
	

	5. Supplies
	
	
	
	

	6. Contractual
	
	
	
	

	7. Construction
	
	
	
	

	8. Other Direct Costs
	
	
	
	

	9. Total Direct Costs (lines 1-8)
	
	
	
	

	10. Indirect Costs 
	
	
	
	

	11. Total Costs (lines 9-10)
	
	
	
	



B. Line-Item Budget

A breakdown or spreadsheet showing costs in each of the budget categories listed below, with detailed calculations showing estimation methods, quantities, unit costs, and other similar detail per project year.  The budget spreadsheet must be presented using 12-point Times New Roman font.  Any cost-share presented must be broken down according to line items.

Personnel - For each staff person, provide information such as job title, time commitment to the project as a percentage of full-time equivalent, annual salary (or wage rate), and salary from grant funds.

Fringe Benefits - Provide a breakdown of the amounts and percentages that comprise fringe benefit costs for employees, including health insurance, FICA, retirement insurance, and taxes.  List fringe benefit costs separately from salary costs and explain how benefits are computed for each category of employee.

Travel - Identify staff and participant travel, including international airfare, in-country travel, domestic travel in the U.S., and per diem/maintenance (includes lodging, meals, and incidentals for both participant and staff travel).  Rates of maximum allowance for U.S. and foreign travel are available at www.fedtravel.com.  Per diem rates may not exceed the published USG allowance rates, but applicants may use lower per diem rates.

Equipment - For each type of equipment requested, describe the equipment, the cost per unit, the number of units, and the total cost.  Equipment is defined as tangible property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per item.

Supplies - List items separately using unit costs (and the percentage of each unit cost being charged to the grant) for items such as photocopying, postage, telephone/fax, printing, and office supplies.

Contractual - Provide the costs of all contracts for services and goods, except for those that belong under other categories (such as equipment, supplies, construction, etc.).  For each sub-award or contract known at the time of application, provide a detailed line-item breakdown explaining specific costs and services.  If consultants will be used in the grant, provide all costs related to their activities, including travel and per diem costs.

Construction - Construction costs are defined as non-major costs for rearrangement and alteration or reconversion or renovation of facilities. This includes normal alterations to modify any buildings or grounds, such as replacing doors or painting.  Please refer to the funding restrictions on construction under Section 5 “Funding Restrictions”.

Other Direct Costs - (These will vary depending on the nature of the grant.) - Provide computations for all other costs.  These costs, where applicable and appropriate, may include but are not limited to insurance, food, professional services, space and equipment rentals, stipends, telephone and electricity.

Indirect Charges - Indirect charges are costs that have been incurred for common or joint objectives of an organization and cannot be readily identified with a particular cost objective.  These costs are determined by the recipient’s accounting system’s definition.  Generally, a negotiated indirect cost rate agreement (NICRA) is not warranted unless an organization has many U.S. government awards at one time. If applicants do not have a NICRA they can include 10% of modified total direct costs.  Organizations that do not have a NICRA will not be disqualified or penalized.

C. Budget Narrative

This section is a brief, two-to-three sentence explanation of each line item that justifies identified costs.  The budget narrative must be presented in 12-point Times New Roman font.

Personnel - Identify staffing requirements by each position title with a brief description of duties, percentage of time dedicated to the project(s), work locations and other justifications for these costs as they relate to the project.

Fringe Benefits - Provide an explanation of fringe costs and how they are calculated.

Travel - Provide a description of travel costs, including the purpose of the travel, how the travel relates to the project, and who will be traveling under these costs.

Equipment - Provide justification for any planned equipment purchase/rental for the project.  Note that equipment is defined as tangible property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more.

Supplies - Describe general categories of supplies and their direct use for the project.

Contractual - Describe each contractual or consultant cost and outline the necessity of each for the project.

Construction – Describe each of the construction costs as anticipated during the course of the grant. Please refer to the funding restrictions on construction under Section 5 “Funding Restrictions”.

Other Direct Costs - Provide a narrative description and a justification for each cost under this category and describe how the costs specifically relate to this project.

Indirect Charges – Describe the cost rate used to calculate indirect charges. 

Section 6 – Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA)

*Required only if applicable.  Submit a copy of the current NICRA between your organization and the relevant U.S. government agency.  Indicate the type of Indirect Rate used (e.g., Provisional, Predetermined, Final, or Fixed).  The copy of the NICRA will not be counted against the page limit. Organizations that do not have a NICRA will not be disqualified or penalized.  If applicants do not have a NICRA, they can include 10% of modified total direct costs.

Section 7 – Resumes for Key Personnel (5 pages per resume maximum)

Applicants must submit resumes for key personnel already identified and committed to the project.  If key personnel have not yet been identified, a brief description of the required qualifications and major responsibilities for the position may be accepted.  Key personnel include the individual position(s) necessary to implement a program such as a program director or program manager.

Each resume shall include the individual’s educational background, current employment status, and previous work experience, including position title, duties performed, dates in position, and employing organizations.  The resume should highlight experience relevant to managing U.S government grants, including donor coordination, and grants management, and anti-trafficking-in-persons expertise. 

Section 8 – Certification of Training Requirement for Victim Assistance Personnel

This is a requirement for programs that provide assistance to trafficking victims, per §107A(b)(1) of the TVPA.  Applicants must submit an attachment that contains the following statement undersigned by an official authorized to submit the proposal:

The applicant hereby certifies that, to the extent practicable, persons or entities providing legal services, social services, health services, or other assistance have completed, or will complete, training in connection with trafficking in persons.

An authorized official is a supervisor that oversees and manages the staff working with victim assistance in the country and/or region.

Section 9 – Letters of Intent to Cooperate

Applicants that propose one or more partnerships between NGOs, and universities, private sector entities, or governments should submit letters of intent to cooperate, in English, from the entity or entities that indicate their willingness to form a partnership for the purposes of the program.  Any letters of intent to cooperate from governments may be in another language with a translated copy.  Proposals should also highlight letters of commitment of related public or private donor funding as applicable.

Section 10 – Common Performance Indicators

Projects require data collection and reporting on specific performance measurement indicators.  Performance indicators are used to measure progress toward the achievement of project objectives.  They may be expressed as numbers, percentages, or scores.

Applicants must complete and submit, as a separate attachment, a Common Performance Indicator (CPI) Sheet, which is included in the Request for Full Proposals Kit.  This version will assist applicants with initial project design.  However, applicants should be aware that the TIP Office will implement a new data platform; consequently, updated data reporting instructions may be provided upon issuance of awards.

The following examples illustrate the type of data to collect and report on quarterly in the CPI spreadsheet during program activities:

· Projects designed to raise awareness must be able to estimate the number of people in the target population that are reached and be able to measure changes in awareness among that population.  Baseline data must be established prior to implementation of the campaign.  Data must be disaggregated by sex and age - minor (under 18) or adult.

· Projects designed to systematize victim-centered investigations and prosecutions of trafficking cases by governments through training and technical assistance should collect pre- and post-test data on learning outcomes that should be tracked separately from the CPI spreadsheet.  Projects should also collect data at defined intervals following the intervention that measure changes in individual behavior and institutional performance as the result of the training or technical assistance.  Data on training participants must be disaggregated by sex, type of personnel, and type of training received.

· Projects designed to help governments strengthen trafficking-related laws, policies, and national referral mechanisms must report on the number of changes being made and the changes to institutional performance that result from the intervention.

· Projects designed to improve victim services must collect data on the number of trafficking victims served, disaggregated by sex, age - minor (under 18) or adult, and the type of victimization (labor or sex trafficking).  Baseline data on victims may be taken from the data reported in the preceding year’s annual Trafficking in Persons Report.

Unique entity identifier and System for Award Management (SAM)—Required

A valid Unique Entity Identifier [formerly the Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS)] is not required for submission of an application on SAMS Domestic; however, a valid UEI number is required for organizations selected for an award.  Organizations should verify their UEI number or take the steps needed to obtain one as soon as possible.  Instructions for obtaining a UEI number can be found at http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform.

Please register with the System for Award Management (SAM.gov) when submitting proposals.  Selected grantees will be required to have an active registration in SAM.gov.  Although registration is not required prior to submitting an application via SAMS Domestic, all applicants should register at SAM.gov as soon as possible to avoid future delays.  Organizations that have SAM.gov accounts must log in at least once every 13 months (395 days) to maintain an active registration.  Please reactivate any accounts that have become inactive when submitting proposals.

Non-U.S. organizations should obtain an NCAGE code at https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/scage/CageList.aspx.

It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that it has an active registration in SAMS Domestic.  Applicants are required to document that the application has been received in its entirety by SAMS Domestic.  The TIP Office bears no responsibility for disqualification that results from applicants not being registered before the due date, for system errors in SAMS Domestic, or other errors in the application process

Submission Dates and Times

Proposals must be submitted via SAMS Domestic by 5:00p.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) on June 2, 2020 to be eligible for consideration.  To be competitive under this funding opportunity, applicants must be fully responsive to all directions in this document.

Funding Restrictions

Construction
The TIP Office restricts the use of Federal assistance for construction purposes.  Construction costs are defined as non-major costs for rearrangement and alteration or reconversion or renovation of facilities.  Construction would include ordinary or normal alterations, restoration or rehabilitation such as any work that modifies buildings and/or grounds.  This includes but is not limited to adding, replacing, modifying, relocating, removing, or painting doors, walls, windows, flooring or the alterations of ceilings, adding on to or dividing existing space or work on any building utility system, electrical, plumbing, ventilation, air conditioning, controls systems, fire alarms, fire sprinklers, security systems and telecommunication equipment.  Federal assistance funds cannot be used for capital improvements unless specifically approved in advance by the TIP Office.

Equipment and Supplies
Equipment is herein defined as an article of non-expendable, tangible, personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost in excess of $5,000.  Please note that if you include equipment costs in your proposal, your organization must retain ownership of all equipment under the award. (This includes any equipment funded with cost sharing or matching funds.)  At the end of the award, you must complete federal SF-428 forms in order for the TIP Office Grants Officer to evaluate whether the item(s) be retained, sold, or disposed of without any further obligation to the Department of State.

Supplies are herein defined as all tangible personal property other than those described in Equipment.  Note that if there is a residual inventory of unused supplies exceeding $5,000 in total aggregate value upon completion of the project and the supplies are not needed for any other Federal award, your entity must retain the supplies for use on other activities or sell them, but must, in either case, compensate the Department of State for its share.  The amount of compensation will be computed in the same manner as for Equipment.

In addition, programming may not benefit countries or entities that are not eligible recipients of United States foreign assistance or for which there are applicable assistance restrictions.  Recipients shall work with the Department of State to ensure that any applicable restrictions and requirements are addressed prior to awarding any sub-awards.

F. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

1. Criteria

All applications will be reviewed according to their own merits and rated based on the evaluation criteria.  The following criteria will be used to evaluate full proposals and are listed in order of descending priority:

Technical Approach:  The proposal should be responsive to requirements articulated in the CPC Partnership for enhancing the capacity of the Mongolian government to combat all forms of child trafficking in the country.  Projects should support implementation of the CPC Partnership.  The proposal should address how the project will accomplish the overall purpose and selected objective(s) of the U.S. – Mongolia CPC Partnership in close partnership with the Mongolian government.  The proposal should describe how activities will address both child sex trafficking and forced child labor.  The proposal should demonstrate a logical approach and present project objectives adhere to the specificities of trauma- and survivor-informed principles and that are targeted, measurable, and achievable during the project period.  Key personnel for the project should be well qualified to manage the project and oversee its implementation and be knowledgeable about trauma- and survivor informed-practices.  

Organizational Capability and Past Performance:  Applicants should demonstrate strong knowledge of human trafficking issues and the trafficking context in Mongolia.  Applicants should demonstrate their ability to implement programs that incorporate the guidelines of trauma- and survivor-informed principles to combat child trafficking in Mongolia.  Applicants should demonstrate a strong knowledge of both child sex trafficking and child labor trafficking.  Applicants should demonstrate that personnel providing training or technical assistance have operational expertise in the target sector.  The TIP Office will consider the past performance of prior recipients of both TIP Office and other U.S. government funding, as well as the potential of new applicants to successfully implement a project.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to integrate the use of survivor expertise in the development and delivery of their project through partnership with survivor-led organizations as advisors or sub-grantees.

Sustainability:  Proposals will be evaluated on the extent to which activities promote sustainable intervention practices.  Proposals will also be evaluated on how well they promote, strengthen, and build the capacity of Mongolian institutions that can effectively combat trafficking beyond the life of the award.

Local Partnerships and Government Engagement:  Public International Organizations and applicants not based in Mongolia should describe and identify existing or proposed partnerships with thematic or in-country partners and stakeholders. Proposals must demonstrate a clear understanding of the role that local organizations and institutions are playing or can play in combating human trafficking and describe how they will engage with government and non-governmental partners in Mongolia to increase sustainability and to ensure programming is context appropriate.  In cases where an applicant is not able to partner with a local organization or institution, does not consider it feasible to do so, or does not consider it in the project’s best interest, the proposal must clearly explain why.  Applicants are encouraged to work with trauma-informed and survivor-led organizations as sub-grantees or partners. Coordination with relevant Mongolian government entities is essential to program implementation in support of the CPC Partnership.

Coordination with Other Donors and Programs:  The proposal shall identify related projects or activities that the applicant may already be implementing or planning.  Information shall include a brief description of the programming, information on its funder, and a description of how the proposed project would complement and avoid duplicating current or planned activities.  The proposal should also identify any proposed cost share or joint funding by other public and/or private donors, if applicable.  The TIP Office encourages coordination among donors and implementers.  Proposals or concepts that we are unable to fund may be forwarded to other potential U.S. government donors with the permission of the applicant. 

Measuring Project Results and Outcomes:  Output and outcome indicators should be linked clearly to project goals and objectives, which should align closely with the CPC Partnership Objectives.  The project should demonstrate the applicant's capacity for conducting evaluation, including of the project's potential impact on the broader anti-trafficking response in Mongolia.   

Budget Detail and Cost Effectiveness:  The overhead and administrative components of the proposal should be reasonably low.  All costs should be necessary and appropriate to the execution of the project.  The presentation of each line item and corresponding budget narrative should demonstrate that the organization’s efforts will be consistent with sound financial management practices.  All survivors who offer any type of consultation require compensation equal to the rate of contractor rates.  If cost share is offered, it must be shown and broken down into the required budget categories.  

2. Review and Selection Process

Following the submission deadline, all proposals will be screened to determine whether they meet the technical requirements stated in this announcement.  Proposals will be deemed ineligible during the technical review process and will not be considered for funding if they:  (1) include projects in countries other than Mongolia; (2) do not address at least one specified program objective; or (3) do not meet the technical review requirements listed in section D: Application Information and Restrictions.  The full proposals that pass the technical review will be moved on to a formal content review by U.S. Department of State colleagues with specific geographic and thematic expertise.  

Following the technical review, a formal content review of each full proposal that passes the technical review will commence.  Full proposals will be reviewed by an intra- and interagency review panel for funding consideration.  The panel will consider each proposal’s merit, as well as applicable limitations on U.S. foreign assistance funds.  Panel recommendations will be presented to the Ambassador-at-Large or Acting Director of the TIP Office for consideration.  Any selections will be notified to Congress through a congressional notification before the award is officially signed. 

Note that once the Notice of Funding Opportunity deadline has passed, Department of State staff in Washington, D.C. and overseas at U.S. Embassies/Missions may not discuss this competition with applicants until the review process has been completed.  With the exception of technical submission questions during the funding process, U.S. Department of State staff in Washington and overseas shall not discuss this competition with applicants until the entire review process has been completed and rejection and approval letters have been transmitted.  All questions related to the funding process and content of this funding opportunity must be submitted via email to JTIPGrants@state.gov.

3. Pre-Award Risk Assessment

Please note: applications selected for funding may be subject to a TIP Office risk assessment process that may include a pre-award site visit.  The assessment may consider a variety of risk factors, including:
· Financial stability of the applicant
· Quality of management systems and ability to meet prescribed management standards
· Past performance in managing previous federal awards, if applicable, including compliance with reporting requirements, conformance to the award’s terms and conditions, and the extent to which previously awarded amounts will be expended prior to future awards
· Reports and findings from available audits
· Ability to effectively implement statutory, regulatory, or other requirements applicable to non-federal entities
4. Federal Awardee Performance & Integrity Information System (FAPIIS)
For any Federal award under a notice of funding opportunity, if the Federal awarding agency anticipates that the total Federal share will be greater than the simplified acquisition threshold on any Federal award under a notice of funding opportunity may include, over the period of performance (see §200.88 Simplified Acquisition Threshold), this section must also inform applicants:

i. That the Federal awarding agency, prior to making a Federal award with a total amount of Federal share greater than the simplified acquisition threshold, is required to review and consider any information about the applicant that is in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM (currently FAPIIS) (see 41 U.S.C. §2313);

ii. That an applicant, at its option, may review information in the designated integrity and performance systems accessible through SAM and comment on any information about itself that a Federal awarding agency previously entered and is currently in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM; and,

iii. That the Federal awarding agency will consider any comments by the applicant, in addition to the other information in the designated integrity and performance system, in making a judgment about the applicant's integrity, business ethics, and record of performance under Federal awards when completing the review of risk posed by applicants as described in §200.205 Federal awarding agency review of risk posed by applicants.

5. Additional Information

Anticipated Time of Award: The TIP Office anticipates making a decision on the applications by September 2020 and will notify all applicants of their proposal status at this time.  Shortly after proposal(s) are selected, the Office will work with the selected organization(s) to clarify aspects of their proposal and award the funds.  All funding decisions are conditional until a final award is signed by both the TIP Office and the applicant selected to receive the award. 



G. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

1. Federal Award Notices

Following the internal review process, applicants can expect to hear from the Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons via email regarding the status of their application within 60 days of the submission due date.  If an applicant receives a letter stating that they were chosen for further consideration, this email is not an authorization to begin performance.  All selected programs are conditional until the funds have officially been authorized and awarded by the grants officer.

2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements

Standard Terms and Conditions: Before submitting an application, applicants should review all the terms and conditions and required certifications which will apply to this award, to ensure that they will be able to comply.  These include:
2 CFR 200, 2 CFR 600, Certifications and Assurances, and the Department of State Standard Terms and Conditions, all of which are available at:  https://www.state.gov/about-us-office-of-the-procurement-executive/.  Note the U.S Flag branding and marking requirements in the Standard Terms and Conditions.

Anti-Prostitution Policy and Requirements: Grantees are required to agree to the following conditions prior to a grant being awarded:

1. None of the funds made available herein may be used to promote, support, or advocate the legalization or practice of prostitution.  Nothing in the preceding sentence shall be construed to preclude assistance designed to combat trafficking in persons, including programs for prevention, protection of victims, and prosecution of traffickers and others who profit from trafficking in persons, by ameliorating the suffering of, or health risks to, victims while they are being trafficked or after they are out of the situation that resulted from such victims being trafficked.

2. The recipient shall insert this provision in all sub-agreements under this award.

Training Certification: All organizations receiving funds must agree to the following:

· “This organization hereby certifies that, to the extent practicable, persons or entities providing legal services, social services, health services, or other assistance have completed, or will complete, training in connection with trafficking in persons.”  The recipient shall insert this provision in all sub-agreements under this award.  TVPA §107A(b)(1) (22 U.S.C. §7105A(b)(1)).

Special Provision for Performance in a Designated Combat Area: Each federal assistance award within areas of combat operations or future contingency operation, as designated by the Secretary of Defense, over $150,000 or providing for performance over 30 days must be registered in the Department of Defense maintained Synchronized Pre-deployment and Operational Tracker (SPOT) system.  Each federal assistance award shall be registered in SPOT before personnel deployment.  Requirements are fully outlined in the award agreements for recipients.

Leahy Vetting Requirement: This requirement applies to training or other assistance to be furnished to any unit or individual member of the security forces of a foreign country.  Leahy vetting is required when training or assistance is provided to foreign security forces, including when such assistance is provided under a grant or cooperative agreement.  Department guidance provides the following information on the type of personnel who are considered security forces and thus must be vetted under Leahy:

· “The Leahy amendment refers to the ‘security forces of a foreign country.’  It makes no distinction between military and civilian.  The key is whether the individual is a member of a security force unit.  In broad terms, any division or entity (to include an individual) authorized by a State or political subdivision (city, county, etc.) to use force (including but not limited to the power to search, detain, and arrest) to accomplish its mission would be considered a security force.  ‘Security forces’ thus could be units of law enforcement or the military.  Prison guards, customs police, border police, tax police, and the coast guard would be examples of the types of units included in the category of ‘security forces.’  Members of these types of units should be considered as subject to the Leahy Amendment and be vetted either as individuals or as part of the unit being trained.  Examples of persons who are not considered ‘security forces’ include: government bureaucrats, prosecutors, judges, civilian members of NGOs, international organizations or task forces and forensic lab workers.”

Leahy Vetting requirements will be fully outlined in the award agreements for recipients.  The vetting process may take considerable time, and applicants should plan training activities with sufficient time for vetting to be completed.  All successful applicants, including prior grantees, will be required to complete a new Leahy Vetting training module prior to the award of new projects. 

Vetting for the Prevention of Terrorist Financing: This requirement applies to all prospective programming in Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Syria, and Lebanon. The Bureau of Administration, Office of Logistics Management, Critical Environment Contracting Analytics Staff, Risk Analysis & Management division (A/OPE/CECAS/RAM) manages the Risk Analysis Management (RAM) program and performs the counterterrorism vetting on behalf of bureaus/offices/posts for Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, and Syria.  Vetting requirements will be fully outlined in the award agreements for recipients where counterterrorism namecheck vetting is authorized as a potential risk mitigation measure.  Prime recipients may be required to perform vetting through the RAM portal on sub-recipients. 

Executive Order Strengthening Protections Against Trafficking in Persons in Federal Contracts: Any applicant’s hiring process must be consistent with the U.S. government’s regulations on preventing human trafficking among federal contractors and grantees, specifically:

· U.S. law and regulations expressly prohibit federal contractors, subcontractors, grantees, subgrantees, and their agents/employees from engaging in certain trafficking-related practices, such as misleading or fraudulent recruitment practices; charging employees recruitment fees; and destroying or confiscating employees' identity documents, such as a passport or a driver’s license.

See 22 U.S.C. §1704(g) (as amended by recent TVPRA); Federal Acquisition Regulation, 48 C.F.R. §52.222-50 (Combating Trafficking in Persons); see also Federal Acquisition Regulation, 83 FR 65466 (Dec. 20, 2018) (Combating Trafficking in Persons—Definition of “Recruitment Fees”).
 
U.S. National Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security: Applicants are encouraged to review the goals of the U.S. National Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security for their relevance to applications.  In particular, Outcome 3.3 of the Plan provides guidance on efforts to combat trafficking:

· “Engage with international and/or civil society organizations to ensure that standard operational procedures are in place to prevent human trafficking, especially among refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), including appropriate assistance and procedures for unaccompanied minors, to identify potential trafficked persons, and to refer survivors to appropriate service providers.  As appropriate, provide support to international and civil society organizations to set up emergency care services for trafficking survivors.”

And:

· “Promote establishment of local coalitions or taskforces comprised of relevant government authorities and civil society organizations to combat human trafficking as part of the justice reform measures in post-conflict areas.”

U.S. Department of State Policy on Disabilities: The U.S. government has made a commitment to protect and advance human rights and fundamental freedoms for all people, including persons with disabilities.  To that end, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) seeks to ensure that every person living with a disability can benefit from the same access and protections, in the United States and abroad.

U.S. Department of State Policy on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Intersex (LGBTI) Individuals: In preparing applications, applicants are reminded that the Department’s priorities for advancing LGBTI equality abroad are to eliminate violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression.  Advancing the human rights of LGBTI people, as with our support for other marginalized or vulnerable people, complements and reinforces other U.S. foreign policy priorities, including strengthening civil society, promoting the rule of law, supporting gender equality and advancing the status of women and girls, protecting refugees and asylum seekers, and furthering anti-trafficking efforts, among others.  Due to these intersections, violations or abuses of the human rights of LGBTI people often also have negative implications for other U.S. foreign policy priorities.

3. Reporting

Auditing and Annual Report to Congress: Consistent with §1298(d) of the NDAA for Fiscal Year 2017, any grantee shall be subject to the same auditing, recordkeeping, and reporting obligations required under subsections (e), (f), (g), and (i) of §504 of the National Endowment for Democracy Act (22 U.S.C. §4413).  Under §1298(e), any grant recipient shall submit a report to the Secretary of State annually and the Secretary shall transmit it to the appropriate Congressional committees within 30 days.  Such report shall include the names of each of the projects or sub-recipients receiving such funding pursuant to this section and the amount of funding provided for, along with a detailed description of, each such project.

Grant Reporting and Monitoring Requirements: Recipients will be required to submit financial reports and program reports.  The award document will specify how often these reports must be submitted.

· Reporting Requirements: Award recipients are required to submit quarterly program process and financial reports at pre-determined intervals throughout the project period and final reports 90 days after the end of the project period.  Access to funds may be suspended if reports are late or incomplete.

· Grant Monitoring and Evaluation: The TIP Office monitors all funded projects.  Award recipients should expect the Grants Officer and Grants Officer Representative to conduct site visits during the performance period.  On-site reviews include assessment of program and administrative effectiveness.  In addition to planned program monitoring, some awards and sub-awards may be selected for independent evaluation.

If the federal share of any award issued under this funding opportunity exceeds $500,000 over the period of performance, potential applicants should be aware of the post-award reporting requirements reflected in 2 CFR 200 Appendix XII—Award Term and Condition for Recipient Integrity and Performance Matters.\

4. Data Sharing 

Data Sharing Recommendation: The TIP Office strongly encourages successful applicants to provide victim and survivor data collected from project(s) to the IOM Counter-Trafficking Data Collaborative (CTDC), which publishes harmonized data from counter-trafficking organizations around the world.  The goal of the CTDC is to break down information-sharing barriers and equip the counter-trafficking community with up to date, reliable data on human trafficking.  Bringing together global data in one platform will strengthen and empower local, national, and international institutions to eradicate crimes of trafficking and exploitation.  No personally identifying information is transferred to or hosted by CTDC, and organizations are asked to anonymize victim data in accordance to the standards set by IOM CTDC.
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H. FEDERAL AWARDING AGENCY CONTACTS

If you have any questions about the funding process or the content of this funding opportunity, applicants may submit these questions via email to JTIPGrants@state.gov.  The questions and answers will be published and updated frequently on the TIP Office’s website.

For assistance with SAMS Domestic please contact Customer Support by calling 1 (888) 313-4567 or by creating an account on the ILMS Self Service Portal.  The Support Desk is available 24/7.  Please note the hours for Federal holidays may differ.  Please note, if an organization has issues submitting a proposal near the deadline, the only way its late application will be accepted is if it opens a ticket with the help desk to fix the problem prior to the deadline.  A ticket with the help desk can be opened by submitting a ticket through the ILMS Self Service Portal.
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