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BASIC INFORMATION 
Announcement Type: Initial 

Funding Opportunity Number: G26AS00110 

Assistance Listing Number(s): 15.805 
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Estimated Total Program Funding: $0 

Expected Number of Awards: 10 

Award Ceiling: $0 

Award Floor: $0 

See email from Grants Specialist for award amount.  

Cost Sharing Required?                                                                   
No 
Closing Date Explanation 
Electronically submitted applications must be submitted no later than 5:00 p.m., ET, on the listed 
application due date.  See email from Grants Specialist.  

OMB Control Number: 

Have Questions? 
For questions, please contact Grants Specialist or Program Manager, Christian Schmidt 
(cgschmidt@usgs.gov). 

Executive Summary 
Water Resource Research Act (WRRA) coordination award to support efforts toward water 
resources research.  

ELIGIBILITY 
Eligible Applicants 
Others (see text field entitled "Additional Information on Eligibility" for clarification) 

Additional Information on Eligibility 
Proposals only accepted from designated Water Resources Research Act Institutes or Centers at 
institutions of higher education.  See email from Grants Specialist. 

Cost Sharing Requirement 
Cost Sharing Required? 
No 

GET READY TO APPLY 

Required System Registrations 
Unique Entity Identifier and SAM.gov Registration   

Before applying, all applicants except individuals applying as a natural person must be 
registered in SAM.gov. During the SAM.gov registration the entity will obtain their Unique 
Entity Identifier (UEI).  

The SAM.gov registration process can take several months. If your organization is not 
already registered in SAM.gov, begin the registration process as soon as possible.   

To register in SAM.gov, go to the SAM.gov website and use the available resources to 
complete registration. 

https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
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• Financial assistance registrants must review and certify compliance with the SAM.gov 
“Financial Assistance General Representations and Certifications”. 

• Already registered? You already have a Unique Entity ID. Before applying, check that 
your “Financial Assistance General Representations and Certifications” on SAM.gov is 
complete. Remember to renew your registration every year to keep it active while you 
have an award or application in progress. You can update your registration whenever you 
need, including during renewal. 

• Need help? For additional information and contact information on the SAM.gov Help 
page. 

GRANTS.GOV 

This program accepts applications through Grants.gov so once you receive your UEI return to 
Grants.gov to register with Grants.gov. Please allow 30 days to register and set up a Workspace 
in Grants.gov. See Submission Instructions section below for additional details. 

Refer to Attachment – Submission Instructions & Tips. 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Program Goals 
• Research for water resources. 

Program Description 
To support water resources research.  

Legislative Authority 
The research to be supported by USGS falls within the provisions of the Water Resources 
Research Act of 1984.  This award is an efficient means of supporting this research and furthers 
the objectives of the State Water Resources Research Institute Program administered by the 
Office of External Research.  Such agreements are encouraged and permitted under section 
104(h)(1) of the Act as amended by Public Law 109-471. 

The Program Announcement provides rigorous science and transparent communication 
(EO14303 Restoring Gold Standard Science/SO3441Implementing the Requirements of 
EO14303, Restoring Gold Standard Science), hazard and risk assessment that enhance local 
preparedness (EO14239 Achieving Efficiency Through State and Local Preparedness), the 
strategic use of Artificial Intelligence (SO3444 Leading Interior’s Path to Artificial Intelligence 
Transformation), and natural resource stewardship that balances the needs of ecosystems, 
communities, and the economy (EO14313 Establishing the President’s Make America Beautiful 
Again Commission).  Water Resource Research Institutes directly address on-the-ground 
management needs, informing cost-effective, science-informed natural resource management 
decisions that advance all three goals outlined in the DOI FY26-30 Draft Strategic Plan.  

Type of Award 
Projects will be funded through CA (Cooperative Agreement). 

Recipient should expect the Federal agency to have substantial involvement in the project. 

https://sam.gov/content/help
https://sam.gov/content/help
https://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant-registration
https://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant-registration
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/05/29/2025-09802/restoring-gold-standard-science
https://www.doi.gov/document-library/secretary-order/so-3441-implementing-requirements-executive-order-14303-restoring
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/21/2025-04973/achieving-efficiency-through-state-and-local-preparedness
https://www.doi.gov/document-library/secretary-order/so-3444-leading-interiors-path-artificial-intelligence
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/DCPD-202500742/pdf/DCPD-202500742.pdf
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USGS will have substantial involvement in the project.  

PREPARE YOUR APPLICATION 

Application Content and Format 

Application Documents 
Applicants must submit the following forms with their application as specified below. 
Instructions for accessing and submitting application forms are provided in the Submission 
Instructions section of this document below. For instructions on completing form fields, see the 
form instructions on the Grants.gov Forms Repository.  

Forms/Assurances/Certifications Submission Requirement 
SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance 

Note: For applicants requesting more than $100,000 in Federal 
funds, the Authorized Representative’s signature (or electronic 
equivalent) on the Application for Federal Assistance form also 
represents their certification of the statements in Appendix A to 
43 CFR 18-Certification Regarding Lobbying 

Required from all applicants 

SF-424A, Budget Information – Non-Construction Programs Required for non-construction 
projects 

SF-424C: Budget Information – Construction Programs Required for construction 
projects 

Project Abstract Summary (OMB 4040-0019). Must include, in 
plain language: 
•    Award purpose,  
•    Activities to be performed, 
•    Expected deliverables or outcomes, 
•    Intended beneficiaries, 
Subrecipient activities (if known or specified at time of award) 

Required from all applicants 

DOI Research and Development (R&D) – Current and Pending 
(Other) Support 
Note: This form is available on the DOI website. Applicants 
must download the form and include the completed form as an 
application attachment. 

Required for research projects. 

DOI Research and Development (R&D) – Biographical Sketch 
Note: This form is available on the DOI website. Applicants 
must download the form and include the completed form as an 
application attachment. 

Required for research projects. 

  
Project Narrative 

1. Content and Form of Application: 
2. Recipient’s Name 

https://www.grants.gov/forms/forms-repository.html
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-18#Appendix-A-to-Part-18
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-18#Appendix-A-to-Part-18
https://www.doi.gov/grants/policies-and-guidance
https://www.doi.gov/grants/policies-and-guidance
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3. Principal Investigator (individual who will oversee the cooperative agreement) including 
address, phone number, fax number, and email address 

4. Technical contact (Staff member(s) who will administer the cooperative agreement) 
including address, phone number, fax number, and email address 

5. List laboratories, field equipment, and facilities available for project work. 
6. Experience of staff to conduct the stated work objectives of the project. 

  

1. Proposal Text -  Please include the following: 

  

a.  Introduction and Statement of Problem.  Give a brief introduction to the research 
problem. Provide a brief summary of findings or outcomes of any prior work that has been 
completed or is ongoing in this area 

b.   Objectives.  Clearly define goals of project.  State how the proposal addresses USGS 
goals and its relevance and impact.  Explain why the work is important. 

c.   Methods.  This section should include a fairly detailed discussion of the work plan and 
technical approach to both field and laboratory techniques. 

d.   Planned Products and Dissemination of Research Results List product(s) (reports, 
analyses, digital data, etc.) that will be delivered at the end of the performance period.  The 
USGS considers dissemination of research data and results to potential users of those 
results to be an integral and crucial aspect of projects funded by this program.  Beyond the 
requirements for a final report, describe your plan for dissemination of project data and 
results that will result in the greatest possible benefit to customers as defined by your 
proposal.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to disseminate research results to the 
scientific community and appropriate professional organizations; local, State, regional and 
Federal agencies; and the general public.  The USGS encourages the Recipient to publish 
project reports in scientific and technical journals. 

e.   References Cited. List all references to which you refer in text and references from 
your past work in the field that the research problem addresses.  Be sure to identify 
references as journal articles, chapters in books, abstracts, maps, digital data, etc. 

Budget Narrative 
Applicants must describe and justify items and costs listed in their budget. The budget narrative 
must identify the following cost items: total estimated costs, non-Federal cost share, third-party 
contributions, and any pre-award costs. Total project cost is the sum of all allowable costs, 
including required and voluntary cost share and third-party contributions. 

Budget items must be: 

• Reasonable, allowable, allocable, and necessary 
• Compliant with 2 CFR §200 Subpart E cost principles 

Indirect Costs: Applicants must indicate in their budget narrative how they will charge indirect 
costs, including the rate to be applied: 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/subpart-E
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• De Minimis Rate: If eligible, state if your organization is opting to use the de minimis 
rate of up to 15% of total modified direct costs. Entities that do not have a current Federal 
negotiated indirect cost rate (including provisional rate) may propose to use the de 
minimis rate. For more information, refer to 2 CFR 200.414(f). 

• Negotiated Rate: State if you will negotiate with your cognizant agency. If your 
organization has previously negotiated a rate, attach a copy of the most recently 
negotiated rate agreement (active or expired). 

Budget Sheets - This information will provide more details than what is required under the SF 
424A form.  Please include the following: 

  

a.   Salaries and Wages. List names, positions, and rate of compensation. include 
their total time, rate of compensation, job titles, and roles. 

b.   Fringe benefits/labor overhead.  Indicate the rates/amounts in conformance with 
normal accounting procedures. Explain what costs are covered in this category and 
the basis of the rate computations. 

c.   Field Expenses. Briefly itemize the estimated travel costs (i.e., number of people, 
number of travel days, lodging and transportation costs, and other travel costs). 

d.   Lab Analyses. Include geochemical analyses, radiocarbon age dating, etc. 
Briefly itemize cost of all analytical work (if applicable) 

e.   Supplies.  Enter the cost for all tangible property. Include the cost of office, 
laboratory, computing, and field supplies separately. Provide detail on any specific 
item, which represents a significant portion of the proposed amount. 

f.    Equipment. Show the cost of all special-purpose equipment necessary for 
achieving the objectives of the project. "Special-purpose equipment" means 
scientific equipment having a useful life of more than 1 year and having an 
acquisition cost of $10,000 or more per item.  Each item should be itemized and 
include a full justification and a dealer or manufacturer quote, if available. General-
purpose equipment must be purchased from the applicant's operating funds. Title to 
non-expendable personal property shall be vested solely with the Recipient. Under 
no circumstances shall property title be vested in a sub-tier recipient. 

g.   Services or consultants. Identify the tasks or problems for which such services 
would be used.  List the contemplated sub-recipients by name (including 
consultants), the estimated amount of time required, and the quoted rate per day or 
hour. 

h.   Travel.  State the purpose of the trip and itemize the estimated travel costs to 
show the number of trips required, the destinations, the number of people traveling, 
the per diem rates, the cost of transportation, and any miscellaneous expenses for 
each trip. Calculations of other special transportation costs (such as charges for use 
of applicant-owned vehicles or vehicle rental costs) should also be shown. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-E/subject-group-ECFRd93f2a98b1f6455/section-200.414
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i.    Publication costs. Show the estimated cost of publishing the results of the 
research, including the final report.  Include costs of drafting or graphics, 
reproduction, page or illustration charges, and a minimum number of reprints. 

j.    Other direct costs. Itemize the different types of costs not included elsewhere; 
such as, shipping, computing, equipment-use charges, or other services. 

k.   Total Direct Charges. Totals for items a - j. 

l.    Indirect Charges (Overhead).  Indirect cost/general and administrative (G&A) 
cost.  Show the proposed rate, cost base, and proposed amount for indirect costs 
based on the cost principles applicable to the Applicant's organization. If the 
Applicant has separate rates for recovery of labor overhead and G&A costs, each 
charge should be shown. 

m.  Amount proposed. Total items k and l. 

n.  Provide copy of  recipient’s rate agreement 

Conflict of Interest and Unresolved Matters Disclosures:  

If any actual or potential conflict of interest exists related to this project at the time of 
application, the applicant must provide sufficient information to support a program determination 
of significance per 2 CFR 1402.112. Refer to 2 CFR 200.112 Conflict of Interest and 2 CFR 
200.113. 

Overlap or Duplication of Effort Statement: 

Applicants must state in their application if the activities, costs, or time commitment of key 
personnel proposed in this application overlap with those in any other Federal proposal or award 
or not. If no overlap exists, include a statement to that effect. If any overlap exists, provide: 

• Activities: Description any overlapping activities. 
• Costs: Description of any overlapping costs. 
• Time: Description of any overlapping key personnel time. 
• A copy of any overlapping or duplicative proposal submitted to any other potential 

funding entity. 
• Details on when any overlapping proposal was submitted, to whom, and the expected 

date of the funding decision. 

Other Required Information 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND DEADLINES 

Address to Request Application Package 
See email from Grants Specialist. 

Submission Dates and Times 
Closing Date for Applications: 09/30/2026 

Closing Date Explanation 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-B/chapter-XIV/part-1402#1402.112
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-B/section-200.112
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-B/section-200.113
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-B/section-200.113


 

  Page 8 of 11 
 

Electronically submitted applications must be submitted no later than 5:00 p.m., ET, on the listed 
application due date.  See email from Grants Specialist.  

Submission Instructions 

APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION 

Eligibility Review 
During the eligibility review, the application is checked for timely submission, completed 
packages (see Application Documents above) and alignment with the requirements of this 
announcement. The Federal agency may remove an application if it does not pass the eligibility 
review. 

Program Manager to Review after receipt of application. 

If an applicant selected for funding hasn't finished their SAM.gov registration (see 2 CFR 25.200 
and 2 CFR 25.110) when the federal agency is ready to make an award, we may decide that the 
applicant is ineligible for the award and choose to grant it to someone else. Please refer 2 CFR 
25.205 for more information. 

Prior to making an award, the DOI checks the anticipated recipient and their key project 
personnel against the current list of prohibited or restricted persons or entities in the System for 
Award Management (SAM.gov) Exclusions database. We are prohibited from making an award 
if a recipient or any key personnel are found ineligible, prohibited, restricted, or otherwise 
excluded from receiving or participating in an award, as their ineligibility condition applies to 
this program. 

If removed from consideration for ineligibility, the Federal agency will notify the applicant in 
writing. 

Merit Review 
Program Manager to Review after receipt of application. 

Review and Selection Process 
This program reviews proposed budgets to ensure: 

• figures are correct 
• estimated costs are necessary and reasonable and clearly linked to project narratives 
• avoid obviously unallowable costs 
• identify costs requiring prior approval 
• ensure indirect cost rates are applied correctly 
• confirm cost sharing requirements are reflected in the budget. 

This program reviews applications for potential overlap or duplication between the proposed 
project and any other funded or proposed project. Depending on the circumstances, DOI may 
choose to not make an award. 

The program also reviews proposals for alignment with relevant Executive Orders and 
Secretarial Orders.  These include if a proposal provides rigorous science and transparent 
communication (EO14303 Restoring Gold Standard Science/SO3441Implementing the 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-25.200
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-I/part-25/subpart-A/section-25.110
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-I/part-25/subpart-B/section-25.205
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-I/part-25/subpart-B/section-25.205
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/05/29/2025-09802/restoring-gold-standard-science
https://www.doi.gov/document-library/secretary-order/so-3441-implementing-requirements-executive-order-14303-restoring
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Requirements of EO14303, Restoring Gold Standard Science), hazard and risk assessment that 
enhance local preparedness (EO14239 Achieving Efficiency Through State and Local 
Preparedness), the strategic use of Artificial Intelligence (SO3444 Leading Interior’s Path to 
Artificial Intelligence Transformation), and natural resource stewardship that balances the needs 
of ecosystems, communities, and the economy (EO14313 Establishing the President’s Make 
America Beautiful Again Commission).  Water Resource Research Institutes should directly 
address on-the-ground management needs, informing cost-effective, science-informed natural 
resource management decisions that advance all three goals outlined in the DOI FY26-30 Draft 
Strategic Plan. 

Program Manager to Review after receipt of application. Program Manager to Review after 
receipt of application. 

Risk Review 
Prior to making an award, the applicant will be assessed for their level of risk per 2 CFR 
200.206. This assessment includes the applicant's financial management capabilities, project 
delivery experience, staffing resources, past award performance, administration and reporting 
compliance records, and overall project complexity and potential for challenges. If an award will 
be made, special conditions may be applied to the award corresponding to the assessed risk. For 
awards over the simplified acquisition threshold (currently $350,000), a review of the applicant's 
eligibility and financial integrity information in the applicant's SAM.gov records will also be 
performed per 2 CFR 200.206. 

AWARD NOTICES 
Notices of Federal Award are sent electronically via GrantSolutions or e-mail. These notices 
outline the terms, conditions, and payment instructions per 2 CFR 200.211. The Notice of 
Federal Award signed by an authorized Grants Officer is the legal instrument obligating financial 
assistance to a recipient. Any other prior notice is not an authorization to begin work. If the 
program allows pre-award costs per 2 CFR 200.458, beginning performance before receiving a 
Notice of Federal Award is at the applicant’s own risk. 

Anticipated Project Start Date: 09/30/2026 

Anticipated Project End Date: 09/30/2028 

Start and end date of the period of performance will be determined by the Grants Specialist in 
coordination with the WRRA Program Manager and applicant. 

POST AWARD REQUIREMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

Administration and National Policy Requirements 
For award administration and national policy requirements, see the DOI General Terms and 
Conditions. Infrastructure projects require the use of American iron, steel, manufacture products, 
and construction materials per 2 CFR 184. 

Geospatial Data 

If you receive financial assistance from the Department of the Interior (DOI), recipient must 
follow these rules for geospatial data: 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/21/2025-04973/achieving-efficiency-through-state-and-local-preparedness
https://www.doi.gov/document-library/secretary-order/so-3444-leading-interiors-path-artificial-intelligence
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/DCPD-202500742/pdf/DCPD-202500742.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.206
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.206
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.206
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.211
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.458
https://www.doi.gov/grants/doi-standard-terms-and-conditions
https://www.doi.gov/grants/doi-standard-terms-and-conditions
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-I/part-184
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Follow Federal Standards: All geospatial data you collect or create must meet the standards set 
by the Federal Geospatial Data Committee (FGDC) or the Department of the Interior. This is 
required by the Geospatial Data Act of 2018, which is part of Public Law 115-254, specifically 
in Subtitle F (Geospatial Data), sections 751-759C (codified at 43 U.S.C. §§ 2801–2811). 

Include Metadata: Your Geographic Information Systems (GIS) files must include complete 
metadata. Metadata is information that describes the data, such as where it came from, how 
accurate it is, and how it should be used. This is to ensure that anyone using the data understands 
its context and quality. 

Check for Existing Data: Before you start collecting new geospatial data, you need to check 
GeoPlatform.gov. This is to see if there is already existing geospatial data from federal, state, 
local, or private sources that can meet your needs and is available for free. If such data is 
available, you should use it instead of gathering new data. 

These rules help ensure that geospatial data is reliable, high-quality, and that resources are used 
efficiently. 

TERMINATION PROVISIONS 

Per § 200.340 Termination, the Federal award may be terminated in whole or in part as follows: 

• By the DOI sub-agency or pass-through entity, if the recipient or subrecipient fails to comply 
with the terms and conditions of the award.  

• By the DOI sub-agency or pass-through entity with the consent of the recipient or subrecipient, 
in this case, both parties must agree on the termination conditions, 

including the effective date and, for partial termination, specify which parts will be terminated. 

• By the recipient or subrecipient by providing written notice to the DOI sub-agency or pass-
through entity, stating the reasons for the termination, the effective date, and, for 

partial termination, the portion to be terminated. However, if the DOI sub-agency or pass-
through entity determines that the remaining portion will not achieve the purpose 

of the award, they may terminate the entire Federal award. 

• By the DOI sub-agency or pass-through entity in accordance with the terms of the Federal 
award, including, if authorized by law, if the award no longer meets program 

goals or DOI priorities. 
  
  

Reporting 
The recipient’s Notice of Award will detail all reporting requirements, including frequency, due 
dates, and instructions for requesting extensions. In general, but not limited to, recipients must: 

• Submit Federal Financial reports and Program Performance reports. 
• Use the Federal Financial Report (SF-425) form for financial reporting, 
• Monitor award activities and report on program performance per 2 CFR 200.329, 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?hl=false&edition=2019&path=%2Fprelim%40title43%2Fchapter46&req=granuleid%3AUSC-2019-title43-chapter46&num=0&saved=L3ByZWxpbUB0aXRsZTQzL2NoYXB0ZXI0Ng%3D%3D%7CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy1wcmVsaW0tdGl0bGU0My1jaGFwdGVyNDY%3D%7C%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7Cprelim
https://grants.gov/forms/forms-repository/post-award-reporting-forms
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.329
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• Promptly notify the awarding program in writing of any issues, delays, or conditions 
impairing award objectives per 2 CFR 200.329(e), 

• Disclose any conflicts of interest related to their award that arise during the award period 
per 2 CFR 1402.112, 

• Report on the status of real property acquired under the award in which the Federal 
government retains an interest per 2 CFR 200.330, and 

• Report all violations of Federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity 
violations potentially affecting the Federal award per 2 CFR 200.113. 

• Report any matters related to recipient integrity and performance to SAM.gov per 
Appendix XII to 2 CFR 200. 

• If the Federal share of the award is more than $100,000 and the recipient makes or agrees 
to make any payment using non-appropriated funds for lobbying in connection to the 
award, disclose those activities using the Disclosure of Lobbying (SF-LLL) form per  
43 CFR 18.100. 

• Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 (FFATA) and 2 CFR 170 
requires certain recipients to report information on executive compensation, and 
information on all sub-awards, subcontracts and consortiums equal to or over $30,000 to 
SAM.gov. 

Other Information 
See email from Grants Specialist. 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.329
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-B/chapter-XIV/part-1402/subpart-B/section-1402.112
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFR36520e4111dce32/section-200.330
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-B/section-200.113
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200#Appendix-XII-to-Part-200
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-18
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