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NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Federal Agency Name(s): National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Department of Commerce

Funding Opportunity Title: Fiscal Year 2021 Chesapeake Bay Fisheries Research Program
Announcement Type: Initial

Funding Opportunity Number: NOAA-NMFS-HCPO-2021-2006812

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number: 11.457, Chesapeake Bay Studies

Dates: The deadline for applicationsis 11:59 PM Eastern Time on April 26, 2021 and
applications must be submitted using www.grants.gov (Grants.gov). PLEASE NOTE: it may
take Grants.gov up to two business days to validate or reject the application. Please keep thisin
mind in developing your submission timeline. Due to limited staffing of federal offices,
hardcopy applications will not be accepted.

An informational webinar about the FY 2021 Chesapeake Bay Fisheries Research Program
funding announcement will be held on February 26, 2021 at 1 PM Eastern Time. To register for
these webinars, please visit: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6536859823217219087

Funding Opportunity Description: The NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office (NCBO) is directed by
law to provide technical assistance in: (1) identifying science-based management options for
restoration and protection of living resources and their habitats; (2) monitoring and assessing the
status of living resources and their habitats; and, (3) evaluating the effectiveness of management
plan implementation.

For FY 2021, it is anticipated that up to approximately $250,000 could be made available for
projects that address funding priorities identified in the Program Priorities Section (1.B.1 - 1.B.2).
NCBO encourages projects that are collaborative, interdisciplinary, and will leverage other
resources. Preference will be given to projects with clear near term management application, to
projects targeted in specific tributaries or watersheds to improve understanding of the local
ecosystem, and to principal investigators that have not been funded through the Chesapeake Bay
Fisheries Research Program within the past five years.

An informational webinar about the FY 2021 Chesapeake Bay Fisheries Research Program
funding announcement will be held on February 26, 2021 at 1 PM Eastern Time. To register for
this webinar, please visit: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6536859823217219087
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FULL ANNOUNCEMENT TEXT

|. Funding Opportunity Description
A. Program Objective

NCBO'’s Fisheries Research Program targets better understanding of fisheries status,
trends, and ecosystem value to inform ecosystem based management of Chesapeake Bay
estuarine species and habitats. The program seeks to establish a strong understanding of the
Chesapeake Bay system, the complex connections among organisms and their habitats,
multispecies interactions, and the wide range of processes that affect their dynamics.
Research conducted under this program should help to inform fisheries management and
natural resource decisions through:
¢, Integration of species, habitat and ecosystem information
¢, Increased understanding of climate change and related ecological shifts,
¢ Improved habitat assessment techniques, and
¢, Quantification and valuation of habitat ecosystem services.

Data, findings and products resulting from projects supported through this research program
should lead to tools and applications that guide management decisions for commercial,
recreational, and non-consumptive uses of Chesapeake Bay living resources to support
ecosystem based management, sustainable fisheries and vibrant coastal communities and
economies.

This research program aims to support NOAA Fisheries Ecosystem Based Fisheries Policy
and Road Map and the Chesapeake Bay Program’s 2014 Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Agreement (located here

https.//www.chesapeakebay .net/what/what_guides us/watershed_agreement).

The NOAA Fisheries Ecosystem Based Fisheries Policy outlines principles to guide long-
term actions and decisions. It directs continued progress toward Ecosystem Based Fisheries
Management (EBFM) development and implementation and reinforces NOAA Fisheries
commitment to incorporate EBFM into its resource management decisions. The policy has
six guiding principles:

Implement ecosystem-level planning.

Advance our understanding of ecosystem processes.

Prioritize vulnerabilities and risks of ecosystems and their components.

Explore and address trade-offs within an ecosystem.

Incorporate ecosystem considerations into management advice.

Maintain resilient ecosystems.

S e o
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The EBFM Roadmap guides implementation of the EBFM policy and outlines actions to
further the policy’ s six guiding principles. This research program in the context of the FY 21
request for proposal primarily addresses EBFM roadmap actions 2.2.a Conduct science to
understand ecosystems, 2.2.b Provide Ecosystem Status Reports for each Large Marine
Ecosystem, 2.5.a Develop and monitor Ecosystem-Level Reference Points, 2.5.b Incorporate
ecosystem considerations into appropriate living marine resource assessments, control rules,
and management decisions, and 2.5.c Provide integrated advice for other management
considerations. More specifically the program prioritiesin section B below seek to better
understand a broader suite of ecosystem processes, drivers, and threats, including:

1) Measurable biogeochemical, biophysical, and ecological factors, processes, and
interactions, such as:

a) spatiotemporal distributions and abundance and key species

b) climate change and associated species thresholds

c) habitat quality, and linking habitat to ecosystem productivity patterns; and

2)  Socia and economic considerations, such as:

a) Economic welfare and social well-being of resource users and dependent communities
b)  Community vulnerability and resilience.

The 2014 Chesapeake Watershed Agreement establishes goals and outcomes for the
restoration of the Bay, its tributaries and the lands that surround them. Thisresearch
program supports science needed to improve living resource outcomes associated with the
following interrelated goals:

1) Sustainable Fisheries Goal: Protect, restore and enhance finfish, shellfish and other
living resources, their habitats and ecological relationships to sustain all fisheries and
provide for a balanced ecosystem in the watershed and Bay.

2) Vital Habitats Goal: Restore, enhance and protect a network of land and water habitats
to support fish and wildlife and to afford other public benefits, including water quality,
recreational uses and scenic value across the watershed.

3) Water Quality Goal: Reduce pollutants to achieve the water quality necessary to
support the aquatic living resources of the Bay and its tributaries and protect human health.
4) Climate Resiliency Goal: Increase the resiliency of the Chesapeake Bay watershed,
including its living resources, habitats, public infrastructure and communities, to withstand
adverse impacts from changing environmental and climate conditions.
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Descriptions and reports from previously funded projects can be found on the NOAA
Fisheries website: https://go.usa.gov/IxAGBE

ThisFY 21 Notice of Funding Opportunity will focus on 1) evaluating living resource
responses to changing habitat, climate and other environmental conditions 2) improving
socia science for fisheries and habitat.

B. Program Priorities

The Chesapeake Bay is an important spawning, nursery area and forage area for many
ecologically, commercially and recreationally important fish species along the Atlantic
Coast. Thereislimited information connecting the abundance, distribution and productivity
of these species to changing habitat, climate and other environmental conditions. Likewise
there is limited socioeconomic data on the value of nearshore habitat conservation to local
communities and fisheries. This FY 21 Notice of Funding Opportunity is seeking projects
that improve understanding of the links between habitat condition, water quality, and living
resources and that develop approaches for valuing nearshore habitat conservation.

This research program has previously addressed timely management questions and research
needs as identified by the science and resource management community. For example,
multiple research projects focused on blue catfish (Ictalurus furcatus) from 2011-2014 in
response to fishery managers and stakeholders expressing concern about the potential
ecological impact of this non-native species on the Bay ecosystem. Funded research included
diet and growth studies that directly informed work of the Chesapeake Bay Invasive Catfish
Workgroup. These projects were followed by several Oyster Reef Ecosystem Services
(ORES) studies quantifying the ecosystem service benefits (fish utilization, denitrification)
of tributary-scale oyster restoration projects. More recently projects focused on forage
dynamics, habitat suitability and connectivity between estuarine and marine habitat for
species such as summer flounder and black sea bass.

NCBO isinterested in expanding our grantee applicant pool for this funding opportunity and
Is placing a priority on receiving applications from principal investigators that have not
received a Chesapeake Bay Fisheries Research Program award in the last five years.
Furthermore, NCBO is aso interested in supporting research projects that employ and
educate undergraduate or graduate students from groups underrepresented in marine science
careers, including minorities.

We are soliciting proposals for projects under the following priority areas:
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1.  Priority Areal: Synthesis and analysis of existing information that connects living
resource responses to changing habitat, climate and other environmental conditions

NCBO isinterested in proposals that will link environmental conditions to fish species
response. Projects should have clear federal-state management applications for species such
as striped bass and summer flounder. Projects should include existing observations such as
Chesapeake Bay Interpretive Buoys, telemetry arrays, satellites and data sources to evaluate
habitat condition and measure impacts on fishery resources. Projects should consider
focusing on utilizing existing data sets and not extensive field studies. The intent isfor
projects to develop quantitative relationships that can be analyzed on aroutine basis to report
on habitat condition and corresponding changesin living resources for consideration in
fisheries and other resource management decision making.

Potential project objectives under thistopic are:

A. Quantitative assessment of water column habitat variability (temperature, salinity,
depth, turbidity, dissolved oxygen) impacts on species abundance, distribution and/or
productivity, species interactions or community structure at annual and seasonal time scales.
B. Evauation of habitat changes over time and impacts on species abundance,
distribution and/or productivity, species interactions or community structure at long term,
interannual time scales.

C. Climate change associated critical thresholds or indicators for species and projected
shiftsin fish community structure.

2. Priority Area2: Improving socia science for fisheries and habitat

NCBO isinterested in proposals that will quantify and value the role of nearshore habitat for
local communities and fisheries. Projects should focus studies in the Middle Peninsula of
Virginia (defined for this purpose, per the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Chesapeake Bay
Watershed Comprehensive Plan as the watersheds of the Y ork River, the Piankatank River,
and Mobjack Bay) where habitat conservation and new shoreline restoration efforts are being
designed and implemented to support community resilience. The focus of these projects
should be on tidal nearshore areas of the above geographies.

Potential project objectives under thistopic are:
A. Ecological models for nearshore habitats and restoration that can be coupled with
economic models and/or analyses that value the ecological and social benefits provided
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C. Program Authority

The Secretary is authorized under the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended,
at 16 U.S.C. 661, to provide assistance to, and cooperate with, Federal, State, and public or
private agencies and organizations in the development, protection, rearing, and stocking of
all species of wildlife, resources thereof, and their habitat, in controlling losses of the same
from disease or other causes, and in minimizing damages from overabundant species.

Under 33 U.S.C. 8§ 893a(a), the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration is authorized to conduct and support formal and informal educational
activities at all levels to enhance public awareness and understanding of ocean and coastal
science and stewardship by the general public and other coastal stakeholders, including
underrepresented groups in ocean science careers. In conducting those activities, the
Administrator shall build upon the educational programs and activities of the agency with
consideration given to the goal of promoting the participation of minoritiesin science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields.

[I. Award Information
A. Funding Availability

This solicitation announces that approximately $250,000 may be availablein FY 2021 in
award amounts to be determined by the proposals and available funds. Funding is
anticipated to maintain cooperative agreements for up to 2 years duration, but is dependent
on funding made available annually by Congress. NOAA does not anticipate supporting
project proposals requesting federal funding less than $50,000 annually or greater than
$125,000 annually.

There is no guarantee that sufficient funds will be available to make awards for all qualified
projects. The exact amount of funds that may be awarded will be determined in pre-award
negotiations between the applicant and NOAA representatives. Publication of this notice
does not oblige NOAA to award any specific project or to obligate any available funds. If
applicants incur any costs prior to an award being made, they do so at their own risk of not
being reimbursed by the government. Notwithstanding verbal or written assurance that may
have been received, there is no obligation on the part of NOAA to cover pre-award costs
unless approved by the Grants Officer as part of the terms when the award is made.

B. Project/Award Period

The project start date should not begin before September 1, 2021. Applications should
cover aproject period between 12 and 24 months. Projects that request multi-year funding
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must include in their submission a full description of the activities and estimated budget by
lineitem (e.g. personnel, equipment, supplies) for all proposed work for each year.

Multi-year project period requests may be funded incrementally on an annual basis, but once
awarded, multi-year partnerships will not need to compete for funding in subsequent years.
NOAA has no abligation to provide additional funding in subsequent years. Funding for
subsequent years of work will depend on availability of funds, and the performance of
grantees to successfully conduct activities as determined by the Federal Program Officer
through performance reports, site visits, and compliance with award conditions. A
recommendation to the NOAA Grants Management Division (GMD) to continue an award in
subsequent years, or to extend the period of performance, is at the discretion of the selecting
official based on recommendations by the Federal Program Officer.

Single year requests or projects that NOAA chooses to fund for only one year will be
required to re-compete in subsequent years. Any continuation of the award period will
depend on the submission of anew proposal subject to review, adequate progress on
previous award(s), and available funding.

Future opportunities for submitting proposals to the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Fisheries
Research competitive process are anticipated, but will depend on funding levels and
resources available to support new projects.

C. Type of Funding Instrument

Applications selected for funding will be funded through a cooperative agreement under
the terms of this notice. Applications funded through cooperative agreements will include
substantial involvement of the Federal government, which may include, but is not limited to,
collaboration on the scope of work, such as liaison activities between the grantee and NOAA
personnel who are contributing data or expertise to the project. Additional forms of
substantial involvement that may arise are described in Chapter 5.C of the Department of
Commerce (DoC) Grants and Cooperative Agreements Manual, which is currently available
at: https://go.usa.gov/xpR9e.

I11. Eligibility Information

A. Eligible Applicants

Eligible applicants are institutions of higher education, non-profit or for-profit
organizations, U.S. territories, and state, local and Native American tribal governments.
Applications from individuals, federal agencies, or employees of federal agencieswill not be
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considered. Individuals and federal agencies are strongly encouraged to work with states,
non-governmental organizations, municipal and county governments, and others that are

eligible to apply.

The Department of Commerce/ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(DOC/NOAA) is strongly committed to broadening the participation of historically black
colleges and universities, Hispanic serving institutions, tribal colleges and universities, and
institutions that work in underserved areas. The NCBO encourages proposals involving any
of the above institutions.

B. Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement
No cost sharing is required under this program.

C. Other Criteriathat Affect Eligibility

. Application and Submission Information

A. Addressto Request Application Package

Electronic application packages are required and are available at: http://www.grants.gov/
(Grants.gov).

If the applicant has difficulty accessing Grants.gov or downloading the required forms from
the NOAA website, they should contact Andrew Larkin at the NOAA Chesapeake Bay
Office by email at andrew.w.larkin@noaa.gov. The NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office does not
have a direct telephonic device for the deaf, however, TDD capabilities can be accessed
through the State of Maryland-supplied TDD contact number, 800-735-2258, between the
hours of 8 AM-4:30 PM.

Potential applicants may contact the NCBO Federal Program Officer before submitting an
application to discuss applicability of project ideasto NCBO goals and objectives.

B. Content and Form of Application

Required Elements for Applications:
(a) At the time of application submission, all applicants shall submit the following forms
with signatures of the authorized representative of the submitting institution. (Note:
submission through Grants.gov results in automatic el ectronic signatures on these forms.):
1) Application for Federal Assistance: Form SF-424
2) Budget Information, Non-construction Programs: Form SF-424A
3) Assurances, Non-Construction Programs: Form SF-424B
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4) Certifications Regarding Lobbying: Form CD-511
5) Disclosure of Lobbying Activities: Form SF-LLL (if applicable, see instructions on
form)

(i) Project Summary (1 page):
- Detailed narrative Budget Justification.

Content Requirements
NOAA requests the following as part of a complete application package:

1. Project summary (2 page limit);

2. Project narrative (15 page limit);

3. Federal, state, and local government activities and permits (2 page limit)

4. Data management plan (2 page limit);

5. Budget Narrative (4 page limit), Provide justifications for all budget itemsin sufficient
detail to enable the reviewers to eval uate the appropriateness of the funding requested. The
budget justification should be broken out and detailed using the same budget categories as
noted on the SF-424A budget form;

6. Supporting Documentation (15 page limit, combine into one PDF document) such as:

-Brief curriculum vitae or resume(s) for up to three (3) key personnel (maximum of one page
per person) and examples of similar projects that have been successfully completed by the
project team,

-Documentation of afederally Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement

1. Project Summary (2 page limit):

a.  Applicant Organization

b. Project Title

c. SiteLocation(s) if applicable: nearest town or watershed, and geographic coordinates
d. Brief Project Description/Executive Summary: Briefly describe the activities to be
completed with grant funds

e. Project TimeLine

f.  Amount of Federal Funding Requested

0. Non-Federal Match Proposed (if applicable, but note that no match is required under
this program)

2. Project Narrative (15 page limit):
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The project narrative comprises the research plan for the project. The narrative must be
detailed enough for reviewers to make a clear connection between the proposed activities
and the proposed project costs. The major part of the narrative should be devoted to a
description and justification for the proposed project, including details of the method to be
used. It should include atimeline for major activities of the proposed project, and should
indicate who will be responsible for which activities. There should be a description of how a
student(s) from a group underrepresented in marine science careers will be involved,
educated and trained as part of the project. There should be no ambiguity about who will
perform particular parts of the project, and the time at which these activities take place. The
tables and visual materials, including charts, graphs, maps, photographs and other pictorial
presentations that you submit to document the project and the problem/opportunity you seek
to address are included in the 15-page limit.

The following do not count towards the 15-page limit: standard application forms, project
summary, budget and justification, letters of support, vitag; lists of permits, NEPA
guestionnaire; and data sharing plan.

The project narrative should closely follow the organization of the evaluation criteria (see
Section V. A. Evauation Criteria) for the application to receive a consistent review against
competing applications. The narrative should demonstrate your knowledge of the need for
the project, and show how your proposal builds upon any past and current work in the
subject area, as well asrelevant work in related fields. The narrative should highlight any
relationship to fishery management plans, or other fishery-related strategic planning or
management documents, and if the project will yield environmentally compatible socio-
economic benefits.

Y ou should not assume that reviewers already know the relative merits of the project you
describe. Y ou must describe your project as follows:

(A). Project goals and objectives. Identify the problem/opportunity you intend to address
and describe its significance to Chesapeake Bay fisheries and ecosystem management
community. Objectives should be simple and understandable; as specific and quantitative as
possible; and attainable within the time, money and human resources available. Projects
should be accomplishment oriented and identify specific performance measurements.

(B). Project impacts - Describe the anticipated impacts of the project on Chesapeake Bay
fisheries management. Identify the benefits that will be achieved as a result of this effort,
both to the recipient and the general public asawhole. Identify where expected end
products can be used (for example, an indicator for use in the Mid Atlantic State of the
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Ecosystem Report or Bay Program decision support). Describe how you/your organization
(or others) will monitor progress and measure the project’ s impacts.

(C). Evaluation of project - Specify the criteria and procedures that you will use to monitor
and evaluate the relative success or failure of a project in achieving its objectives.

(D). Need for government financial assistance - Explain why you need NOAA financial
assistance for the proposed work, and why other funding sources, if applicable, cannot fund
al the proposed work. List all other sources of funding you have or are seeking for the
project.

(E). Statement of Work

a) What is the project design? What specific work, activities, procedures, statistical design,
or analytical methods will you undertake? Y ou should provide sufficiently detailed
information on the proposed activities and potential environmental effects so that NOAA can
analyze the impacts of the project as required under the National Environmental Policy Act
(see Section VI. B.4.). Examples of the level of detail to be incorporated into the project
design section to assist in the environmental review can be found in National Marine
Fisheries Service “Project Details’ section of the NOAA NEPA questionnaire available here:
https://www.nepa.noaa.gov/docs/NOA A-Grants-Questionnaire-final . pdf

b) Who will be responsible for carrying out the various activities? Provide information about
the specific responsibilities of other personnel funded through the proposal, including the
technical and administrative points of contact as appropriate.

¢) How will project results be disseminated? Describe any expected products of the project,
such as atraining manual, management plan, number of people trained, video, or techniques.
Detail if/how products will be distributed to potential users (resource managers, researchers,
other interested parties.)

d) What are the project milestones? Display timelines for major tasks, target milestones for
important intermediate and final products, and key project outcomes. Thisincludes
identifying all consultation and permitting requirements and their status (e.g., not applied for,
pending, secured). Describe the timelines in increments (e.g., month 1, month 2), rather than
by specific dates. Identify the individual(s) responsible for the various specific activities.

(F). Project management - Describe how the project will be organized and managed.
Proposal's should demonstrate the applicant organization’ s knowledge and experiencein
delivering the project requested in this application. The principal investigator may or may
not be the applicant; however, if the applicant is not the principal investigator, there must be
an explanation of the relationship between the applicant and principal investigator (e.g., the
applicant may be responsible for managing the grant funds and the principal investigator will
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be responsible for completing the work).

Include the resume or curriculum vitae of the principal investigator(s) and any consultants
and/or subcontractors, and indicate their level of involvement in the project. Include copies
of any agreements between you and the participants describing the specific tasks to be
performed. Agreement documents and resumes/curriculum vitae (2 page maximum) should
be included in the “ Supporting Documentation.” This information does not count toward the
project narrative’ s 15 page limitation.

(G). Participation by persons or groups other than the applicant - Describe how Federal, state
and non-government entities, will participate in the project, and the nature of their
participation. If applicable, specifically describe how the applicant will conduct the project
in such away as to employ and educate undergraduate or graduate students from groups
underrepresented in marine science careers, including minorities.

(H). Outreach and Education - How will this project provide afocused and effective
education and outreach strategy regarding NOAA’s mission to protect the Nation’s natural
resources? Thisincludes the degree to which the potential users of the results, i.e., state and
federal resource managers, have been involved in the planning of activity, will be involved
in the execution of the activity and/or are providing funds, and whether there is a plan to
disseminate the results to user groups (including the Chesapeake Bay Sustainable Fisheries
Goal Implementation Team, Maryland and Virginia fisheries management agencies, Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission, Mid Atlantic Fisheries Management Council etc.) and
the public. The principal investigator should describe how the involvement of undergraduate
or graduate students from underrepresented groups, including minorities, will support those
students in future Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) careers. Describe
specific outreach goals and activities.

3. Federal, state, and local government activities and permits (2-pages)

It isthe responsibility of the applicant to obtain all necessary Federal, State, and local
government permits and approvals where necessary for the proposed work to be conducted.
Y ou must note whether or not permits are required. If no permits are required, this section
must indicate “no permits are required”. If yes, provide alist of all applicable permits that
will be required to perform the proposed work and an indication of the status of any permits
needed (e.g., not yet applied, permit application submitted/pending, permit granted, etc.) or a
statement indicating that no permits are necessary. List any existing Federal, state, or local
government programs or activities that this project would affect, including activities
requiring: certification under state Coastal Zone Management Plans; Section 404 or Section
10 permitsissued by the Corps of Engineers; experimental fishing or other permits under
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Federal Fishery Management Plans (FMP); environmental impact statements to meet the
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act; scientific permits under the
Endangered Species Act and/or the Marine Mammal Protection Act; or Magnuson-Stevens
Act Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation if the project may adversely affect areas
identified as EFH. Describe the relationship between the project and these FMPs or
activities, and list names and addresses of persons providing thisinformation. Y ou may
obtain information on these activities from the NMFS Regions (see Section V1I- Agency
Contacts).

4. Data Management Plan (2 pages)

Proposal's submitted in response to this announcement must include a Data Management
Plan of up to two pages. This Data Management Plan does not count against the 15-page
Project Narrative page limit. NOAA may, at its own discretion, make publicly visible the
Data Management Plan from funded proposals, or use information from the Data
Management Plan to produce a formal metadata record and include that metadatain a
Catalog to indicate the pending availability of new data. Proposal submitters are hereby
advised that the final pre-publication manuscripts of scholarly articles produced entirely or
primarily with NOAA funding will be required to be submitted to NOAA Institutional
Repository after acceptance, and no later than upon publication. Such manuscripts shall be
made publicly available by NOAA one year after publication by the journal.

The contents of the Data Management Plan will be considered as part of application review.
A typical plan should include descriptions of the types of environmental data and
information expected to be created during the course of the project; the tentative date by
which datawill be shared; the standards to be used for data/metadata format and content;
methods for providing data access; approximate total volume of datato be collected; and
prior experience in making such data accessible. The costs of data preparation, accessibility,
or archiving may be

included in the application budget unless otherwise stated in the Guidance. Accepted
submission of datato the NOAA National Centersfor Environmental Information (NCEI) is
one way to satisfy data sharing requirements; however, NCEI is not obligated to accept all
submissions and may charge afee, particularly for large or unusual datasets. Final Data
Management Plans will be developed in coordination with NOAA as part of NOAA’s
substantial involvement, as described in Section 11.C

5. Budget narrative (4 page limit): Total project costs are the amount of funds required to
accomplish what is proposed in the Project Description, including cost-share contributions
and donations.
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a) The budget narrative must include: Personnel costs, including salary and wages, should be
broken out by named principal investigator (Pl) and number of months requested per year
per Pl as a percentage of their normal salary rate. Support for each Pl should be
commensurate with their stated involvement, which may or may not correspond to their
current position. Any unnamed personnel (graduate students, post-doctoral researchers,
technicians) should be identified by their job title, and their personnel costs explained similar
to PI personnel costs above. Fringe benefits should be identified separately from salary and
wages, fringe benefit rates should be applied consistently, and should apply equally to both
Federal and non-Federal (matching) funds, if applicable. Funds for salaries and fringe
benefits may be requested only for those personnel who are directly involved in
implementing the proposed project and whose salaries and fringe benefits are directly related
to specific products or outcomes of the proposed project.

b) Travel costs should be broken out by number of people traveling, destination and purpose
of travel, and projected costs per person. Projected travel costs should be inclusive of
transport costs, lodging costs, and per diem expenses for all travelers, which areto be
described in detail in the budget narrative. If travel details for a particular trip are unknown,
explain the basis for estimating proposed costs. To qualify for support, attendance at
meetings or conferences must enhance the investigator’ s capability to perform the research
or disseminate its results. Domestic travel isto bejustified separately from foreign travel,
since the latter may require additional clearances. Y ou must adhere to the provisions of the
'Fly AmericaAct'.

¢) "Equipment” is non-expendable, tangible personal property with aunit cost of $5,000 or
more and a useful life of more than one year. Items that do not meet the equipment definition
must be included under supplies. List each piece of equipment separately and reference the
type/model to be purchased and its contribution to the achievement of the project goals.
General use equipment must be used 100% for the proposed project if charged directly to the
award; if the equipment will be used for multiple projects, only a portion of the expense that
is commensurate with the actual use of the equipment during the project may be requested.

d) Supplies should be itemized to the level of detail known or may be based on established
historical costs. Whenever possible, you should include the quantity/number of units and
cost per unit to justify expenses listed in the supplies category.

€) Contractual costs should be itemized separately, according to standard budget categories
that appear in the SF-424A; al types of contractual costs should be included in the
Contractual line on the SF-424A and explained in detail in the budget narrative. Y ou must
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indicate the basis for each contract's cost or price estimate and specify the products or
services to be obtained through all contracts.

f) Other costs should be listed by type of material or nature of expense and should be broken
down by quantity/number of units and cost per unit if applicable.

g) The budget may include an amount for indirect costs if the applicant has an approved
indirect cost rate agreement with the federal government. Indirect costs are essentially
overhead costs for basic operational functions (e.g., lights, rent, water, and insurance) that
areincurred for common or joint objectives and therefore cannot be identified specifically
within a particular project. A copy of the current, approved negotiated indirect costs
agreement with the federal government must be included with the application.

If an applicant has not previously established an indirect cost rate with a Federal agency they
may choose to negotiate a rate with the Department of Commerce or use the de minimis
indirect cost rate of 10% of Modified Total Direct Costs (as allowable under 2 C.F.R.
§200.414). The negotiation and approval of arate is subject to the procedures required by
NOAA and the Department of Commerce Standard Terms and Conditions Section B.06. The
NOAA contact for indirect or facilities and administrative costsis:

Lamar Revis, Grants Officer

NOAA Grants Management Division
1325 East West Highway

9th Floor

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
lamar.revis@noaa.gov

6. Supporting Documentation

This section should include the supporting documentation such as. qualifications of the
primary project personnel (resumes or curriculum vitae, limit two pages each), agreements
with key partners, and letters of support received from the relevant jurisdictional
representatives, partners, or communities involved in the project.

C. Unique Entity Identifier and System for Award Management (SAM)

Each applicant is required to (i) register in the Federal System for Award Management
(SAM) before submitting an application; (ii) provide avalid unique entity identifier in the
application; and (iii) continue to maintain an active SAM registration with current



Notice of Federal Funding Page 17 of 30

information at all times during which it has an active Federal award or an application or plan
under consideration by NOAA (or any other Federal agency). NOAA may not make a
Federal award to an applicant until the applicant has complied with all applicable unique
entity identifier and SAM requirements. If an applicant has not fully complied with the
requirements by the time NOAA is ready to make a Federal award, NOAA may determine
that the applicant is not qualified to receive a Federal award and use that determination as a
basis for making a Federal award to another applicant. See 2 C.F.R. Part 25 at
http://go.usa.gov/cTbMK.

D. Submission Dates and Times

Full Applications must be received by http://www.Grants.gov by 11:59 pm, Eastern
Standard Time, April 26, 2021. Please note: Validation or rejection of your application by
Grants.gov may take up to 2 business days after submission. In addition, initial registration
or annual updated registration processes in the Federal System for Award Management
(SAM) can take several weeks and involve multiple steps. In order to allow sufficient time
for these processes, applicants should register as soon as they decide to apply even if they
are not ready to submit their proposal. Please consider this process in developing your
submission timeline. Applications received after the deadline will be rejected/returned to the
sender without further consideration. No facsimile or electronic mail applications will be
accepted.

E. Intergovernmental Review

Applications under this program (CFDA 11.457, Chesapeake Bay Studies) are subject to
Executive Order 12372, Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs. Any applicant
submitting an application for funding is required to complete item 16 on SF-424 regarding
clearance by the State Single Point of Contact (SPOC) established as aresult of EO 12372.
To find out about and comply with a State's process under EO 12372, the names, addresses
and phone numbers of participating SPOC's are listed in the Office of Management and
Budget's home page at: https:.//www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/upl oads/2020/04/ SPOC-4-
13-20.pdf

F. Funding Restrictions

Projects that primarily involve business start-up or infrastructure development are not
eigible for funding under the Chesapeake Bay Fisheries Research Program. NOAA will not
consider expenses associated with fees, fund-raising activities, travel for activities not
directly related to project implementation, travel or salaries for Federal employees, or profit
as allowable costs in the proposed budget. The total costs of a project consist of all allowable
costs incurred in accomplishing project activities during the project period. Project costs can
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only include support for activities conducted between the effective start date and end date of
the award, and cannot include activities undertaken either before or after the agreed upon
dates. Applicants will not be reimbursed for time expended or costs incurred in developing a
project or in preparing an application, or in any discussions or negotiations with the agency
prior to the award. Such expenditures may not be considered as part of the applicant's cost
share or matching contribution.

G. Other Submission Requirements

Proposals must be received by 11:59 PM Eastern Time on April 26, 2021 in Grants.gov.
PLEASE NOTE: When submitting through Grants.gov, you will receive two emails. An
initial email will be sent to confirm your attempt to submit a proposal. ThisisNOT a
confirmation of acceptance of your application. It may take Grants.gov up to two business
daysto validate or reject the application and send you a second email confirming successful
submission. NOAA considers the validation time as receipt. In addition, applicants may need
days or weeks to complete registration or updating of registration described in Section 1V.C.
and D. of this NOFO Announcement. Please keep thisin mind in developing your
submission timeline.

V. Application Review Information
A. Evaluation Criteria

Reviewers will assign scores to applications ranging from 0-100 points based on the
following five standard NOAA evaluation criteria. The maximum score for each criterionis
indicated in parentheses. Each criterion also includes the factors that the reviewers will
consider to determine how well an application meets the criterion. We encourage applicants
to make explicit connections to the evaluation criterion and factors in their applications.
Written comments are required to justify provided scores in each section of the review.
Applications that best address these criteriawill be most competitive.

1. Importance/relevance and applicability of proposed projects to the program goals (40
points).

This criterion ascertains whether there isintrinsic value in the proposed work and/or
relevance to NOAA, Federal, regional, state, or local activities. Does the proposal describe
its relevance to a Chesapeake Bay Fisheries Research Program Objective in Section A and
Prioritiesin Section B, and how information gathered will contribute to NOAA mission to
enhance the understanding of the fishery resource and contribute to the body of information
on which management decisions are made? Does the applicant demonstrate familiarity with
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previously developed studies or assessments and describe how their project builds upon or
incorporates previous work? Does this study address an important problem, providing a clear
definition of the problem, need, issue or research need to be addressed? Can the research
guestion be answered using existing data or require afield study? Will the project(s) yield
environmentally compatible socio-economic benefits, such as increased business and
recreational opportunities? Isthe project focused in a specific tributary or watershed? The
appropriateness of the data sharing plan: Has the proposal included a Data I nformation
Sharing Plan including description of the types of environmental data and information
created during the course of the project; the tentative date by which data will be shared; the
standards to be used for data/metadata format and content; policies addressing data
stewardship and preservation; procedures for providing access, sharing and security; and
prior experience in publishing such. Does the proposal describe how it will use NOAA
observations (such as but not limited to Chesapeake Bay Interpretive Buoy System,
Coastwatch, telemetry) in the analysis? Does the proposal include a plan to engage and
collaborate with NOAA staff and resources managers to guide management application of
project results (for example, setting up a project advisory team)? If applicable, does the
applicant specifically describe how they will conduct the research project in such away asto
employ and educate undergraduate or graduate students from groups underrepresented in
marine science careers, including minorities?

Using the scale below, score Item 1 (lowest score possibleis0)
Poor Fair Good Commendable Excellent

2. Technical and/or scientific merit (30 points).

This criterion assesses whether the approach is technically sound and/or innovative, if the
methods are appropriate, and whether there are clear project goals and objectives. Proposals
should provide a clear definition of the approach to be used, including descriptions of field
work, theoretical studies, and laboratory analysis to support the proposed research. Are the
conceptual framework, design, methods, and analyses adequately devel oped, well-integrated,
and appropriate to the aims of the project? Are the objectivesin the proposal clearly defined
and focused, realistic and can be reached within the proposed project period? Does the
applicant acknowledge potential problem areas and consider ways to resolve the issues or
implement alternative tactics? Does the project challenge existing paradigms or develop new
methodologies or technologies? I's sufficient detail provided in the proposal about the
methods proposed for monitoring and evaluating the success of the project, and are they
appropriate? | s there sufficient description of the project’s utility to resource management? I
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field studies will be conducted, have permits been applied for or acquired?

Poor Fair Good Commendable Excellent

3. Overall qualifications of the applicants (10 points).

This criterion assesses whether the applicant, and team members, possess the necessary
education, experience, training, facilities, and administrative resources to accomplish the
project. Does the applicant have the capacity/knowledge to conduct the scope and scal e of
the proposed work, as indicated by the qualifications and past experience of the project
leaders and/or partners that show adequate administrative capability and experiencein
successfully completing similar projects? Are the institutional support, equipment and other
physical resources available to the investigators adequate for the proposed project? Does the
proposal include resumes of the Principal Investigator(s)? In cases where subcontracts are
proposed for carrying out specific tasks, are the quality/appropriateness of the personnel,
facilities and procedures (laboratory methods, work plan and or quality oversight
procedures) adequate? Has the principal investigator been funded in the past five years

through this program?
Poor Fair Good Commendable Excellent
O R B----mmmm e e 10

4. Project costs (10 points).

This criterion evaluates the budget to determineiif it is realistic and commensurate with the
project needs and time frame. Cost effectiveness of the project is considered. Is the proposed
budget cost-effective and realistic based on the applicant’ s stated objectives, time frame, and
amount of overall project budget already secured from other sources? |'s the proposed budget
sufficiently detailed, with appropriate budget breakdown and justification of costs by object

class?
Poor Fair Good Commendable Excellent
O R e 10-----mmmm e 10

5. Outreach and education (10 points).

This criterion assesses whether the project provides afocused and effective education and
outreach strategy regarding NOAA's mission to protect the Nation's natural resources. Does
the proposal identify anticipated benefits, potential users, indicators of success, and methods
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of disseminating results? |s an effective method proposed for dissemination of project
results? Are the various target audiences, such as resource managers, the fishing community,
or the general public identified? Did the principal investigator describe how the involvement
of undergraduate or graduate students from underrepresented groups, including minorities,
will support those students in future Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM)
careers? Will the outreach methods acknowledge NOAA Fisheries support of the project?

B. Review and Selection Process

1. Initial Screening of Applications

Initial Screening - Aninitial administrative review is conducted on each application to
determine compliance with application requirements and compl eteness of application
materials. Applications determined to be ineligible, incomplete or non-responsive will be
eliminated from further review. NOAA, in its sole discretion, may continue the review
process for applications with non-substantive issues that may be easily rectified or cured.
When applications are received they will be screened to ensure that they were received by
the deadline date (see Section V. D. Submission Dates and Times); the applicant is eligible
to apply; the proposed project addresses one of the funding priorities; and includes a project
summary, project description, budget, and supporting documentation as outlined in Section
V. B. Content and Form of Application. We do not screen applications before the
submission deadline in order to identify deficiencies that would cause an application to be
rejected so that you would have an opportunity to correct them. However, should an
applicant independently decideit is desirable to correct any deficienciesin a submitted
application, they may do so before the deadline. After the deadline, the application must
remain as submitted; no changes can be made to it. If your application does not conform to
the requirements listed above, and the deadline for submission has passed, the application
will be returned and rejected without further consideration.

Applications that are cleared for meeting minimum requirements will be moved into merit
review and evaluated by atwo-phase review process; a preliminary technical review and a
panel review meeting. Both phases are conducted by the same set of private and/or public
sector expert reviewers. Each review phase is described in detail below, followed by post-
merit-review procedures.

2. Technical Review
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Technical Review - After the initial screening, independent written technical evaluations
from three or more appropriate federal, private or public sector experts (e.g. industry,
academia, or governmental experts) with subject matter expertise will be obtained to
determine the technical merit of the proposal. Their evaluation will be based solely on the
information included in the application based on the criteria described in Section V. A.
Evaluation Criteria. Each reviewer will independently eval uate each project and provide an
individual score. If more than one non-Federal reviewer is used, no consensus advice will be
given. These reviewerswill be required to certify that they do not have a conflict of interest
concerning the application(s) they are reviewing. NOAA will protect technical reviewer
identity to the maximum extent permitted by law. Following completion of the technical
review, the individual technical review scores will be averaged to determine the final
technical score for each application. Applications will be ranked in descending order by their
final technical scores. A “cutoff" score will be established that is based in part, on the
amount of funds available for grants. Applications that scored below the cutoff will be
eliminated from further consideration.

3. Panel Review

A panel review meeting will be held following the technical review process. Thismay be an
In-person meeting or webinar. Panel reviewers are the same individuals from the technical
review. The purpose of the panel meeting isto discuss in-depth the proposals and to get final
funding recommendations from reviewers. This in-depth discussion may raise issues or
answer questions that areviewer did not have in the technical review, or it may clarify an
issue. After discussing proposals, panelists will provide comments and afinal score for each
application, upon which afinal rank order is established. If more than one non-Federal
reviewer is used, no consensus advice will be given by the panel.

Up to three separate review events may be held depending on type of application or topic
addressed. Scores from separate review events will not be combined to establish an overal
rank order.

C. Sdlection Factors

The Federal Program Officer will, in consultation with NCBO staff as appropriate,
review the ranking of the proposals and recommendations of the review panel and make
recommendations to the Selecting Official, who is expected to be the Director of the NOAA
Chesapeake Bay Office or designee. The numerical ranking from the Panel Review will be
the primary consideration for the Selecting Official in deciding which of the proposals will
be recommended for funding to the NOAA Grants Officer. However, the Selecting Official
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NCBO will select proposals after considering the technical reviews and recommendations of
the review panel, and recommendations of the Federal Program Officer. The Selecting
Official shall award in rank order unless the proposal isjustified to be selected out of rank
order based upon any of the following factors:

1. Availability of funding

2. Balance/distribution of funds
a. Geographicaly
b. By type of institutions
c. By type of partners
d. By priority research areas

3. Duplication of other projects funded or considered for funding by NOAA/federal agencies
4. Program priorities and policy factors as set out in Section |.B.1 and |.B.2.

5. Applicant's prior award performance

6. Partnerships with/Participation of targeted group

7. Adequacy of information necessary for NOAA staff to make a National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) determination and draft necessary documentation before
recommendations for funding are made to the NOAA Grants Officer.

NOAA may select all, some, or none of the applications, or part of any application, ask
applicants to work together or combine projects, defer applications to the future, or
reallocate funds to different funding categories, to the extent authorized.

Please note that not all activities submitted under a single proposal may be deemed
appropriate for funding, and the Selecting Official may recommend alternate activities as
appropriate or only partial funding, based on the selection factors and the merit and/or panel
review written evaluations. For a proposal to be selected for funding, the applicant may be
asked to modify objectives and activities, work plans, and budgets, and to provide
supplemental information required by the agency prior to the award. This may result in
submission of arevised application before final funding decisions are made. The exact
amount of funds to be awarded, the final scope of activities, the project duration, and other
relevant application details will be determined in pre-award negotiations among the
applicant and NOAA officials. Applicants should also note that modifications to projects
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may be necessary as aresult of NOAA'’s efforts to comply with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), as described in Section VI1.B. of this Announcement, and other
legislation.

Grants Management Review

The NOAA Grants Officer will review financial and grants administration aspects of a
proposed award, including conducting an assessment of the risk posed by the applicant in
accordance with 2 C.F.R. 200.206 If Federal funding will be over $250,000 over the period
of performance, NOAA isrequired to review and consider any information about the
applicant that isin the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM
(currently FAPIIS) (see 41 U.S.C. 2313). An applicant, at its option, may review information
in the designated integrity and performance systems accessible through SAM and comment
on any information about itself that a Federal awarding agency previously entered and is
currently in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM.
NOAA will consider any comments by the applicant, in addition to the other information in
the designated integrity and performance system, in making a judgment about the applicant's
integrity, business ethics, and record of performance under Federal awards when completing
the review of risk posed by applicants as described in §200.206 Federal awarding agency
review of risk posed by applicants.

In addition to reviewing repositories of government-wide eligibility, qualifications or
financial integrity information, the risk assessment conducted by NOAA may consider items
such as the financia stability of an applicant, quality of the applicant’s management systems,
an applicant’s history of performance, previous audit reports and audit findings concerning
the applicant and the applicant’ s ability to effectively implement statutory, regulatory, or
other requirements imposed on non-Federal entities. Applicants should be in compliance
with the terms of any existing NOAA grants or cooperative agreements and otherwise
eligible to receive Federal awards, or make arrangements satisfactory to the Grants Officer,
to be considered for funding under this competition. All reports due should be received and
any concerns raised by the agency should be timely addressed in order to receive a new
award.

Upon review of these factors, if appropriate, specific award conditions that respond to the
degree of risk may be applied by the NOAA Grants Officer pursuant to 2 C.F.R. 200.208
NOAA also reserves the right to reject an application in its entirety where information is
uncovered that raises a significant risk with respect to the responsibility or suitability of an
applicant. In addition, NOAA may not make a Federal award to an applicant until the
applicant has complied with all applicable unique entity identifier and System for Award
Management requirements referenced in Section VI1.B. of this Announcement, and if an
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VI.

applicant has not fully complied with the requirements by the time NOAA isready to make a
Federal award, NOAA may determine that the applicant is not qualified to receive a Federal
award and use that determination as a basis for making a Federal award to another applicant.
The final approval of selected applications and issuance of awards will be by the NOAA
Grants Officer. The award decision of the Grants Officer isfinal.

D. Anticipated Announcement and Award Dates

The competitive selection process and subsequent notification of applications being
considered for funding are expected to be complete by August of 2021. The earliest start date
for projects will be September 1, 2021, dependent upon availability of Federal funding,
acceptable completion of all NOAA/applicant negotiations including NEPA analysis and
permit requirements, and the provision of other supporting documentation as requested.

Award Administration Information
A. Award Notices

Successful applicants will receive notification that the application has been approved for
funding
with an official notice of award, the Standard Form CD-450, Financial Assistance Award,
issued by the NOAA Grants Officer, and accompanying award package. The CD-450
(including associated terms it incorporates by reference) is the authorizing document that
allows the project to begin.

The award may be issued to the authorizing official and the principal investigator of the
project

in hard copy if necessary but will ordinarily be issued electronically viaan email from
NOAA'’s

€electronic grants management system, Grants Online, at http://www.ago.noaa.gov. The
Internet

Explorer browser should be used with this system. Unsuccessful applicants will receive
notification from the NOAA program office indicating that their proposals were not
recommended for funding.

The Department of Commerce Financial Assistance Standard Terms and Conditions will
apply to awardsin this program. A current version of this document is available here at
https.//www.commerce.gov/sites/defaul t/files/2020-
11/DOC%20Standard%20Terms%20and%20Conditions%20-
%2012%20November%202020%20PDF_0.pdf.
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These terms will be provided in the award package in Grants Online. These terms will be
provided in the award package in Grants Online.

In addition, award documents provided by NOAA may contain special award conditions
limiting the use of funds for activities that have outstanding environmental or other
compliance requirements and may lead to modification of the project’s scope of work, and
will be applied on a case-by-case basis. Applicants are strongly encouraged to review award
documents carefully before accepting a Federal award to ensure they are fully aware of the
relevant terms that have been placed on the award.

B. Administrative and National Policy Requirements

1. PreeAward Notice

Department of Commerce Pre-Award Notification Requirements for Grants and Cooperative
Agreements contained in the Federal Register notice of December 30, 2014 (79 FR ¢78390)
are applicable to this Announcement and may be accessed online at
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-12-30/pdf/2014-30297.pdf.

2. Uniform Administrative Guidance

The Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for
Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance) at 2 C.F.R. Part 200, adopted by the Department of
Commerce through 2 C.F.R. 1327.101, appliesto awardsin this program. Refer to Notice of
Federal Funding http://go.usa.gov/SBY h and http://go.usa.gov/SBg4.

3. Limitation of Liability

Thereis no guarantee that funds will be available to make awards for any or all qualified
projects

pursuant to this Announcement or that any proposal will be selected for funding. Applicants
are

hereby given notice that funds may not have been appropriated yet for the competition
described in this notice and are advised that the competition described herein may be subject
to cancellation due to unavailability of funding or revision of agency priorities. Publication
of this announcement does not oblige NOAA to award funding for specific projects, or
obligate available funds. If an applicant incurs any costs prior to receiving an award
agreement signed by the NOAA Grants Officer, it does so at its own risk of not receiving an
award or of these costs not being included in a subsequent award. Notwithstanding verbal or
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written assurance that may have been received, there is no obligation on the part of NOAA
to cover pre-award costs for awards that have not been designated as “research” unless
approved by the Grants Officer as part of the terms when an award is made. NOAA or the
Department of Commerce are not responsible for any proposal preparation costs. The exact
amount of funds that may be awarded to a meritorious applicant will be determined in pre-
award negotiations between the applicant and NOAA representatives. Recipients and sub-
recipients are subject to al federal laws and agency policies, regulations, and procedures
applicableto federa financial assistance awards.

Funded awards are subject to enforcement and termination provisions under 2 C.F.R.
200.339-.343.

4. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

NOAA must analyze the potential environmental impacts, as required by the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), for applicant projects or proposals which are seeking
NOAA federal funding opportunities. Detailed information on NOAA compliance with
NEPA can be found at the following NOAA NEPA Web site at www.nepa.noaa.gov,
including our NOAA Administrative Order 216-6 for NEPA at
http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/INAO216 6.pdf and the Council on Environmental Quality
implementation regulations website at https://ceq.doe.gov/laws-regul ations/regul ations.html .

Consequently, applicants may be asked to provide detailed information on the activities to be

conducted, locations, sites, number and species expected to be caught, species and habitat to
be

affected, possible construction activities, and any environmental concerns that may exist
(eg.,

the use and disposal of hazardous or toxic chemicals, introduction of non- indigenous
Species,

Impacts to endangered and threatened species, aquaculture projects, and impacts to coral reef
systems). In addition to providing specific information that will serve as the basis for any
required impact analyses, applicants may also be requested to assist NOAA in drafting an
environmental assessment, if NOAA determines an assessment is required. Applicants

will aso be required to cooperate with NOAA in identifying feasible measures to reduce or
avoid any identified adverse environmental impacts of their proposal. The failure to do so
shall be grounds for not selecting an application. In some cases if additional information is
required after an application is selected, funds can be withheld by the grants officer under a
specia award

condition requiring the recipient to submit additional environmental compliance information
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sufficient to enable NOAA to make an assessment of any impacts that a project may have on
the
environment.

If your project may trigger consideration under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA),

identify any impact the proposed work will have on the quality of the environment by
completing the NOAA NEPA Questionnaire at the following link
https.//www.nepa.noaa.gov/docs/NOAA-Grants-Questionnaire-final .pdf (and includeit as
an appendix to your application. This NEPA appendix does not count against the 12-page
Project Description page limit.

5. Felony and Tax Certification

Where required in accordance with applicable Federa appropriations law, NOAA will
provide a

successful applicant aform to be completed by its authorized representative making a
certification regarding any applicable Federally-assessed unpaid or delinquent tax liability or
recent felony criminal convictions under any Federal law.

6. NOAA Sexua Assault and Sexual Harassment Prevention and Response Policy
Applicable to Financial Assistance Awards

If NOAA-operated, leased, or owned facilities are involved in any awards funded under this
announcement, such awards are subject to the NOAA Sexua Assault and Sexual Harassment
Prevention and Response Policy Applicable to Financial Assistance Awards Involving
NOAA Operated Facilities (May 2018) found at:
https.//www.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/NOA A %20Sexual %620A ssaul t%20and%
20Sexual %620H arassment%20Preventi on%20and%20Response%20Poli cy%20A pplicabl €262
0to%20Fi nancial %620A ssi stance%20A wards%20I nvol ving%20NOAA -
Operated%20Facilities%20%28M ay%202018%29%20%281%29. pdf

C. Reporting

(a) Financial and performance progress reporting requirements are described in the
Department of Commerce Financial Assistance Standard Terms and Conditions and 2 C.F.R.
200.328-.200.330, referenced above in Sections VI.A. and B. of this Announcement, and
further implemented as described below.

1. Financial Reports - Information about federal financial reportsis available at:
http://go.usa.gov/cjE4AT
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2. Performance/Progress Reports - Information about research performance progress reports
can be found here:
https.//www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/grantsonline/Documents RPPR_Guide.pdf

(b) The Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act, 31 U.S.C. 6101 Note,
includes a requirement for awardees of applicable Federal grants to report information about
first-tier subawards and executive compensation under Federal assistance awards. All
awardees of applicable grants and cooperative agreements are required to report to the
Federal Subaward Reporting System (FSRS) available at www.FSRS.gov on all subawards
over $25,000. Refer to 2 C.F.R. Part 170 at http://go.usa.gov/cT8WW.

(c) Publications, Videos and Acknowledgement of Sponsorship: Publication of the results or
findings of the funded award activities in appropriate professional journals, outreach
materials, or press releases, and production of video or other mediais encouraged as an
important method of recording and reporting scientific information. These are also
constructive means to expand access to federally funded research. The recipient is required
to submit a copy of any publication to the funding agency, and when releasing information
related to a funded project, include a statement that the project or effort undertaken was or is
sponsored by NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office. The recipient is also responsible for assuring
that every publication of material (including Internet sites and videos) based on or devel oped
under an award, except scientific articles or papers appearing in scientific, technical or
professional journals, contains the following acknowledgement and disclaimer: “ This project
received funding under award [number] from NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office. The
statements, findings, conclusions, and recommendations are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily reflect the views of NOAA.”

VII. Agency Contacts

For further information about the Chesapeake Bay Fisheries Research Program, please
visit the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office website at:
https.//www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-chesapeake-bay-fisheries-research-program

For assistance with forms, application requirements, or submission procedures please contact
Andrew Larkin at the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office by email at
andrew.w.larkin@noaa.gov.

VI1Il. Other Information

The applicant acknowledges and understands that information and data contained in
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applications for financial assistance, as well as information and data contained in financial,
performance and other reports submitted by applicants, may be used by the Department of
Commerce in conducting reviews and evaluations of its financial assistance programs. For
this purpose, applicant information and data may be accessed, reviewed and evaluated by
Department of Commerce employees, other Federal employees, Federal agents and
contractors, and/or by non-Federal personnel, all of whom enter into appropriate conflicts of
interest and nondisclosure agreements covering the use of such information. As may be
provided in the terms and conditions of a specific financial assistance award, applicants are
expected to support program reviews and eval uations by submitting required financial and
performance information and datain an accurate and timely manner, and by cooperating
with Department of Commerce and external program evaluators. In accordance with 2
C.F.R. 8 200.303(€), applicants are reminded that they must take reasonable measures to
safeguard protected personally identifiable information and other confidential or sensitive
personal or business information created or obtained in connection with a Department of
Commerce financial assistance award.

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 552)- Department of Commerce regulations
implementing FOIA are found at 15 C.F.R. Part 4, Public Information. These regulations set
forth rules for the Department regarding making requested materials, information, and
records publicly available under the FOIA. Applications submitted in response to this
funding opportunity may be subject to requests for release under the Act. In the event that an
application contains information or data that the applicant deems to be confidential
commercia information which is exempt from disclosure under FOIA, that information
should be identified, bracketed, and marked as Privileged, Confidential, Commercial or
Financial Information. Based on these markings, the confidentiality of the contents of those
pages will be protected to the extent permitted by law.



