
Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative

Fiscal Year 2013 – Research Funding Opportunity: Playas

The Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative (GPLCC) is an applied conservation science partnership; see http://www.greatplainslcc.org/about/ for a map of the GPLCC geographic area.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is soliciting Letters of Intent (LOI) on behalf of the GPLCC for applied scientific work to inform resource management decisions that address landscape-scale stressors to fish, wildlife, and plants of the Great Plains. A total estimated amount of up to $1,000,000 may be awarded to projects that address priorities of the Great Plains LCC.  All awards are subject to the availability of funds.
Three specific science needs related to playas have been identified as priorities for the GPLCC for Fiscal Year 2013 funding.  LOIs and final research proposals must address at least one of the following specific science needs to be considered for funding:
i. An analysis of the socioeconomic impediments to playa conservation.

ii. Grass plantings and buffers – Which are most effective in relation to: a) native grasses being effectively established in the semi-arid Great Plains, b) facilitating natural inundation of playas, c) preventing sedimentation of playas, and, d) how current buffers can be altered or managed to function optimally.

iii. Number and distribution – What number of playas, and in what spatial arrangement is necessary to support migrating and wintering wetland birds and/or other playa-dependent species?
LETTER OF INTENT  

Submission Procedure and Deadline
The Letter of Intent (LOI) must be submitted through Grants.gov no later than 5:00pm (Mountain Time) on (Sunday, March 10, 2013).  All materials must be submitted in Microsoft Word format only.  Any LOI received after the deadline will not be considered.  If you have any questions or problems with Grants.gov, please contact Tim Uding at (505) 248-6411, or Timothy_Uding@fws.gov.
Note: Due to the page limit, cover letters, letters of support, and any additional materials will NOT be accepted at this time but may be required with full proposals.

Format  

The LOI consists of the following:  

1. Executive Summary (Limit – 1 page) 

2. Project Narrative and Budget (Limit – 2 pages) 

3. Qualifications (Limit – 1 page) 
2013 Great Plains LCC Research Grant - Letter of Intent

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY (Limit – 1 page)  

Instructions: This section provides background information about the applicant and the project.  The following specifications are required: single spaced, 1 inch margins, and 12-point Times New Roman font.  The following items should be addressed:
Applicant Information 

1. Full Name and Description of Organization 

2. Organization Website URL 

3. Lead Applicant’s Contact Information 

Title, First Name, Last Name, Street Address, City, State, Postal Code Email, Fax, Phone Number 

4. Name and Affiliation of Co-Investigators(s)/Partner(s) (if applicable) 

Project Information 
5. Project Title.  Please provide a short, descriptive name of the proposed project. 

6. Project Length.  Please indicate whether the project will be one, two, or three years. 

7. Funding Requested

a. Total Amount: $

b. Year 1 Amount: $

c. Year 2 Amount (if applicable): $

d. Year 3 Amount (if applicable): $ 
8. Estimate of partnership funds/existing assets to be leveraged (if applicable) 

9. Summary of project (main objectives and anticipated outcomes)

10. Geographic scope of the project
11. What is the anticipated, extended use/life of the project’s results/products/services after the project is completed
Project Narrative and Budget (Limit – 2 pages)

Instructions: This section should address how the applicant will approach the project.  The following specifications are required: single spaced, 1 inch margins, and 12-point Times New Roman font.  The following items should be addressed:  

Objectives/Goals 

· How will this project meet the science needs of the GPLCC?

· What partners and their specific conservation management needs are targeted?

· What are the goals of this project? (Goals should be written as outcome oriented.)

· What activities or actions will this project undertake to achieve the stated goals?

· Provide a timeline of the project activities.

Outcomes/Benefits

· What are the measurable outcomes or products that will result from this project?

· How will these benefit GPLCC partners?

· What ideas do you have that could enhance the usefulness, quality, and communication of your project results?

· Summarize the most important strength of your proposal.

Budget 

A detailed budget is not necessary, only a general budget is required.  The preferred format is a Microsoft Word or Microsoft Excel table.  Please include the following information:

· The total cost of the project itemized into three general categories:

· Salaries and benefits for each individual that will be contributing to the project (include staff name or position title)

· Project related expenses (includes travel, communications, supplies, consultants etc.)

· Equipment 

· Indirect costs

· The amount of funds you are requesting from the GPLCC

· An estimate of partnership funds or existing assets that will be leveraged, if any 

Qualifications (Limit – 1 page)

Instructions: The following specifications are required: single spaced, 1 inch margins, and 12-point Times New Roman font.  The following items should be addressed:

· A brief abstract of the Primary Investigator’s/Project Coordinator’s relevant qualifications.

· A brief abstract of the most important team member(s) relevant qualifications.
EVALUATION OF LETTERS OF INTENT  

The Great Plains LCC Science Committee and/or Review Panel will evaluate and rank the LOIs based upon the following five criteria:  

1. Responsiveness to the GPLCC

· How well does the LOI address the specific science needs of the GPLCC?

· Does the proposed project address specific resource management needs determined in consultation with GPLCC partners?

· How clearly does the LOI define proposed deliverables and useful outputs/results relevant to the needs of the GPLCC?  
2. Project Quality

· What is the geographic scope of the LOI and its subsequent impacts/benefits?

· Is sound science used to develop the proposed methodology and will these methods accomplish/produce the proposed project objectives/goals?

· Are the project objectives clearly defined, achievable, measurable, and connected to specific goals, milestones/deliverables, and timelines (i.e., a work plan) for completion?

· Will/can the proposed objectives and methodology produce the desired outcomes identified in the LOI submitted?

· What is the anticipated, extended use/life of the project’s results/products/services after the project is completed, and are they clearly stated in the LOI?
3. Practical Relevance to resource management partners of the GPLCC

· Will the objectives/goals of the project benefit the management of priority species and habitats of the GPLCC?  
4. Project Value

· Is the project budget reasonable and does the applicant leverage any existing assets or partnership funds?  
5. Applicant's Qualifications

· What are the qualifications of all project?

· How well-suited are the project team’s experience and background to successfully conducting this project?

· If the applicant plans to hire a contractor, is the contractor specified?
INVITATIONS TO SUBMIT A FULL PROPOSAL  

The Great Plains LCC Steering Committee will invite the applicants with the most competitive LOIs to submit a Full Grant Proposal.  Applicants will be notified in (date TBD) whether they are invited to submit a full proposal.  Full Grant Proposal instructions and final selection criteria will be distributed with the invitations.  Full Proposals will be due on April 19, 2013.    

Please direct any additional GPLCC science questions to the Great Plains LCC Science Coordinator, James Broska (505) 235-1614, or, James_Broska@fws.gov.
