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1. Just following up with the grant on women and peace campaign, please can I get more information on how to apply, do I need to register first with the USAID please advise

USAID Response: No you don’t have to register with USAID. Get more information on Section A - application format.

2. I would like to clarify the expected number of awards for Women’s Peace Campaign Project in Kenya (AID-623-11-000001-00). The synopsis mentions 10 awards while page 11 of the full announcement talks about only one award.

USAID Response: One award (see synopsis amendment 01)

3. Can a church apply for this grant?

USAID Response: Yes, if it falls within the description of “U.S. and International non-governmental, non-profit organizations”.

4. I am writing because I am interested in Funding Opportunity Number: AID-623-11-000001-00, better known as the Women's Peace Campaign Project. I would like more information about this particular grant.

USAID Response: Please see the website:  www.grants.gov for the detailed program description and application requirements. 

5. At the bottom of page 6 there is a breakdown of the technical application format.  Are sections: E. Monitoring and Evaluation Plan, F. Overview of the Applicant and Past Performance, and G. Sub-agreements to be included as Attachments or as part of section D. Program Description?  It is clear that the section on Past Performance is an Attachment.  However, the other sections are neither included as part of the 15 page technical application nor as attachments.  Please clarify.

USAID Response: As attachments.

6. On page 6 the solicitation states that letters of commitment are not required, but on page 7 there is a requirement for signed personnel statements.  What is the difference between the two?

USAID Response:  Letters of commitment and signed personnel statements of commitment are the same. 

7. When is the project start date?

USAID Response: Approximately April 2011.
8. On page 7 it says that resumes must be limited to 2 pages, but on page 8 it says they  must be limited to 3 pages.  Can you please clarify which is correct?

USAID Response:  The summary resumes are limited to 2 pages but 3 pages can be attached in the annex. 

9. Is the management plan part of the 10-page program description, or is it an Attachment?

USAID Response: An attachment.

10. Is the capacity building plan for local organizations part of the 10-page program description, or can it be included as an Attachment?

USAID Response:  Yes, part of the 10 page program description. 

11. Are the four key personnel positions listed on page 15 required or suggested?

USAID Response: Required.

12. The solicitation document does not appear to include the “resource organizations” section.  Where can one find this list of organizations?

USAID Response:  See annex 1 (Page 6) below. 

13. Can local organizations be signed on a non-exclusive basis, or must they be exclusive?

USAID Response:  They can be either exclusive or non-exclusive. 

14. Do local organizations (NGOs, CBOs) need to be registered groups?

USAID Response:  Yes, the government of Kenya requires NGOs to register.

15. What involvement is expected from local government and political actors beyond receiving and signing action plans?

USAID Response:  USAID expects political actors and local government to be involved whenever this involvement can promote peace for local communities.

16. When referring to regional lead organizations, are these Nairobi-based Kenyan organizations or must they be based in the regions?

USAID Response:  It could be either.



17. Does the 20% cost share include leverage, or is it match? 

USAID Response:  It can include a combination of leveraging and matching funds.  


18. Submission: On page 2 (cover letter), it says we can submit via Grants.gov or by email. In section 1D (page 5), it says to submit through Grants.gov. Are we allowed to submit the application via e-mail?

USAID Response: Yes

19. Can we submit a PMP as an annex? This would be associated with the Monitoring and Evaluation Plan section in the narrative. 

USAID Response: Yes

20. Do the Key Personnel positions include 4 positions i.e. the: Technical Advisor; National Program Coordinator; Capacity Building/ Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist; and Gender and Conflict Expert, or only 1 position i.e. the Technical Advisor?

USAID Response: All the four.

21. On page 8, the RFA states that “evaluations will be implemented within the catchment areas of assisted facilities to assess demand, access and quality of services.” This project does not seem to require that activities be undertaken in health or other facilities. Please clarify the meaning of this requirement for the M&E plan.

USAID Response:    I think this is a typo.   This project does not require that activities be undertaken in health or other facilities.  

22. On page 8, “applicants should describe experience both in managing sub-grant programs and in the area of promoting reconciliation in NIS as well as the extent of the applicant’s “on the ground” experience in the region.” Please explain the acronym NIS and whether region refers to Kenya or East Africa or a wider geographic area.

USAID Response:  Please disregard the reference to NIS. The on the ground experience in the region is the important factor. 

23. On page 11, is it possible to state whether or not an environmental threshold determination has been reached for this activity, as this will determine whether or not respondents should develop an environmental review process?

USAID Response:   Respondents need not develop an environmental review process



24. On pages 13 and 15, four key personnel positions are identified, but on page 17 one key personnel position is required. Please clarify the actual requirement for this RFA.

USAID Response:  Four key personnel.

25. The RFA requires the offeror to complete peace forums in each county and province. For planning and budgeting purposes, please clarify whether offerors should plan for 47 county-level forums and 8 provinces or the 5 regions described in footnote #5. Should the offeror assume that the 47 counties will be created and functional with sufficient time to implement forums in every county, or should we provide an alternative scenario should creation of the counties be introduced too late for these forums to be held before the end of the project?

USAID Response:   Offerors should plan for county, regional, and national forums.   

26. Should the page size be letter or A4?

USAID Response:  Letter but your submission will be electronic. 

27. P. 16 of the RFA states that Substantial Involvement will include concurrence on any sub-agreements between the recipient and another organization. We understand that according to 22 CFR 226.25(c)(8), approval for sub-agreements is only required for those subawards not described in the application and funded in the approved budget of the award. Could you please confirm that this is the case?

USAID Response:  Yes, if the subaward is presented in the proposal and accepted into the award, it has been approved. 

28. P. 16 of the RFA requires quarterly reports 15 days after the end of each quarter. These reports include a financial report. However, 22 CFR 226.52(a) (1) (IV) states that financial reports are due 30 days after the end of each quarter. Could you please confirm that the due date for financial reports will comply with the regulations under 22 CFR 226?

USAID Response:  If it is stated in the award that quarterly reports are due 15 days after the end of the quarter, then that is what the recipient should follow since they know the requirement in advance.

29. P. 16 of the RFA states that a final written report is due 30 days after the end of the project. This due date is inconsistent with 22 CFR 226.71(a), which states that all final reports are due within 90 days after the date of completion. Could you please confirm 
that the due date for final reports will comply with the regulations under 22 CFR 226?

USAID Response:  If it is stated in the award that the final report is due 30 days after the end of the project, then that is what the recipient should follow since they know the requirement in advance.
30. P. 26 requires a signature and date under the section requesting the date of the most recent A-133 audit. Could you please clarify why a signature is required in this section? Should the A-133 audit be included in the cost proposal section? 

USAID Response:  The signature should be from the President or Financial Officer that can attest to the fact that the audit was done. Yes, a summary of the audit should be included with the application.

31. P. 48 indicates that a taxation of U.S. foreign assistance report is required on both November 17 and April 16. The current Standard Provision for “Reporting of Foreign Taxes” (March 2006) only requires one annual report by April 16. Could you please clarify that only one annual foreign taxes report is required by April 16 of each year? 

USAID Response:  Yes, only 1 report is due April 16. 

32. P. 49 Attachment A includes a Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion – Lower Tier Covered Transactions. Our understanding is that this certification only applies to lower-tier participants and not to the prime awardee. Could you please confirm whether this certification is required by the prime participant? 

USAID Response:  Yes, it is required by the prime. 

33. P. 51 includes a Certification Regarding Material Support and Resources. Could you please clarify why this certification is required when a Certification Regarding Terrorist Financing is already included on P. 30?

USAID Response:  This relates to individuals. 

34. Could USAID please provide additional details concerning the qualifications of Key Personnel listed on pages 13 – 14?  Further details are provided for the Technical Advisor on page 17 but not the additional personnel. 

USAID Response:   No.

35. Could USAID please clarify if they would like a Performance Monitoring and Evaluation Plan (PMEP) submitting as part of the proposal, and if so should it be included as an attachment?

USAID Response:  Yes, it should be included as an attachment. 

36. Could USAID please clarify if the Cover Page, Monitoring and Evaluation Plan, Management Plan, Overview of the Applicant and Past Performance and Sub-agreements sections fall within the 15 page limit?

USAID Response:   Included in the 15 pages should be the Executive Summary, Technical Program Description with a summary of key personnel qualifications. The remaining portions can be included into the annex. 

ANNEX 1

Resource Organizations

The following organizations were consulted in the preparation of this project design.  This list is not to be considered exhaustive or directive, but is indicative of the types of organizations whom the Partner will be expected to work with and consult in proposal development and project implementation.

ActionAid – Sauti ya Wanawake
African Alliance of YMCAs
African Family Health
Association of Media Women in Kenya
Centre for Rights Education and Awareness
Coalition on Violence against Women
Embakasi GBV Survivors Organization
FEMNET: African Women’s Development and Communication Network
Federation of Women Lawyers
G-10
GBV sub-cluster
Gender and Development Network
Kenya Youths against Gender Violence
Kenya Muslim Youth Alliance
Maendeleo ya Wanawake
Muslim Women in Development
National Commission on Gender and Development
National Council of Churches in Kenya
Partnership for Change
Womankind
Women’s Empowerment Link
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