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Funding Opportunity Title: 			Development Grants Program (DGP) 
Issuance Date:				April 9, 2015
Closing Date for Submission of Applications:	May 15, 2015
			

Reference:   	Request for Application (RFA) No. RFA-615-15-000001 
No. SOL-615-15-000012 
 	Enhanced Public Participation in local Governance through Civil Society Strengthening Program

Subject:	Amendment 01


Dear Prospective Applicants:

The purpose of this Amendment No.01 is to:

1. Extend the Application closing date and time to May 15, 2015; 05:00 PM Local Time  
(Nairobi, Kenya); and
2. Provide answers to questions which were submitted by the deadline for questions. Answers are provided below each question in blue font.



Regards,


 	/s/ 	

Karla Camp 
Agreement Officer












QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1)  How do we know if the [ORGANIZATION] complies with the eligibility criteria?

Please review section III – Eligibility Information, and carefully review the definition of a local organization against the composition of your organization, with special regard to ownership of the organization and how the entity is controlled to determine if your organization fits within the definition of local Kenyan organization.

2) Would you please clarify on this statement?

A. Estimated Total Amount
Through this RFA, USAID anticipates making one award. Subject to the availability of funds, USAID intends to provide approximately $1 million in total funding for this program. However, USAID reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications submitted.

Does it mean that it is anticipated only one organization will be financed for onward implementation?

Yes, USAID intends to issue only one, $1 Million dollar grant. 

3) Please clarify when the following documents should be submitted:

Financial audits for the past 2-3 years
 Proof of certificate of registration
 Organizational Chart
 Organization Bylaws or standard operating procedures (HR Manuals, Procurement, Payroll)
 Information about your Board
 Program Operation Plans
 Information on past experience, especially assessment reports for past or current

The deadline for submission of application documentation is the closing date, May 15, 2015. 

4) Is a Community Based Organization (CBO) eligible to apply the funding directly or as a consortium with a number of community based organization operating in the locality. Kindly advice on eligibility of CBO.

Consortia are not eligible to apply for this RFA.

To determine eligibility for your individual CBO, please review section III – Eligibility Information, and carefully review the definition of a local organization against the composition of your organization, with special regard to ownership of the organization and how the entity is controlled to determine if your organization fits within the definition of local Kenyan organization.

5) On the budget section we are advised in the application and submission information to use the correct format (excel) which we are unable to view on the pdf document as well as on the www.grants.gov. 

To access the complete RFA package (which includes the budget template), 
· go to www.grants.gov
· Enter RFA-615-15-000001 in the search field
· Click on the Related Documents tab 
· Click on Budget Template link

The budget format is excel 2003 - 2007 version

6) As is required of potential grantees to submit, among other documents, financial audits for the past 2-3 years, we hereby inquire from you if you'd consider our application since [ORGANIZATION] is a beginning organization that just applied for registration and is still waiting for certificate of registration. Also note that we are still within the time bracket provisioned by the Kenyan Laws as concerns registrations of LNGOs. 

To allow USAID to conduct entity eligibility checks, a number of documents need to be reviewed including a certificate of registration and reports on past or current projects. Please review your documentation against the listed documents stated on page 1 of the RFA. In addition, review section IV -Application and Submission Information- to ensure that you are able to submit all the required information including registration of your organization in the System for Award Management and obtaining a valid DUNS number. Please see guidance in Attachment 1.

7) The [ORGNIZATION] is in the process of applying for the grant referenced above. However, we are not able to access the application documents because of the format.  Kindly send us the application documents in word and excel 2003 - 2007 versions which are compatible with our operating systems.

See question 6

8) Applicant is having a very hard time setting up the DUNS number. How can the   [ORGNIZATION] obtain a DUNS number?  

Please see question 10. Please note that the Application closing date has been extended to May 15, 2015; 05:00 PM Local Time (Nairobi, Kenya).

9) The [ORGNIZATION] wishes to secure an exemption for the time being for the DUNS and SAM.GOV requirements and remit as a matter of priority, submit other requirements and we process our application thereto. 

Due to the funding amount that USAID intends to award for this project, the DUNS number and registration in SAM.GOV is required. No exemption can be given. Please note that the Application closing date has been extended to May 15, 2015; 05:00 PM Local Time (Nairobi, Kenya). 

Please see guidance for obtaining a DUNS and registering in SAM.GOV in Attachment 1 below.

10)  Please confirm that:
1.       The grant is for all counties not just one of them. YES.
2.       There will be multiple grants of $1 Million USD possibly for each of the counties? NO.

Attachment 1 – DUNS and SAM.GOV Registration Information

Data Universal Numbering System
DUNS Website: http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/displayHomePage.do 
How to obtain a DUNS number: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/organization-registration/step-1-obtain-duns-number.html
[bookmark: _GoBack]SAM.GOV
SAM.GOV website: https://www.sam.gov/portal/SAM/##11 
How to register on SAM.GOV:  http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/organization-registration/step-2-register-with-sam.html 
SAM User Guide: https://www.sam.gov/sam/SAM_Guide/SAM_User_Guide.htm 
FEDERAL SERVICE HELP DESK: https://www.fsd.gov/fsd-gov/home.do 
SAM Status Tracker: https://www.sam.gov/sam/helpPage/SAM_Reg_Status_Help_Page.html 
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