
Amendment 3 
BAA-11-17-PKM
Lithium Ion Battery Production for Military Applications Project
This is an amendment to BAA 11-17-PKM, which is being issued in accordance with FAR 15.206(b).  This amendment changes the following in the BAA: 
Required modifications to the BAA:

1.  Under Overview Information – 

Proposal Due Date and Time is changed to read 22 Sep 2011 at 12:00PM Eastern Standard Time.

2.  Under Full Text Announcement – 

Section III. Award Information, Number 1.  Anticipated Award Date is changed to 31 January  2012.
Section V. Proposal and Submission Information, Number 4. Proposal Due Date and Time is changed to read “22 Sep 2011 at 12:00PM Eastern Standard Time.  NOTE: Proposal receipt after the due date and time shall be governed by the provisions of FAR 52.215-1(c)(3)”.

The “Intent to Propose” is changed to “09 Sep 2011, 12:00PM Eastern Standard Time.”

Section VII. Award Administration Information, Paragraph 1. Award Notices, is changed to read as follows:  “Offerors will be notified whether their proposal is recommended for award, by letter or e-mail, on or about 01 Dec 2011.  The notification is not to be construed to mean the award is assured, as availability of funds and successful negotiations are prerequisites to any award.”

3.  This amendment also answers questions received since issuance of BAA-11-17-PKM Amendment 2 on 02 Aug 2011 through 05 Aug 2011.
- QUESTION:   Why does the Grant call for Lithium Ion batteries when Lithium Iron batteries are less accessible to catching on fire?

- ANSWER:  This forthcoming Defense Production Act Title III Lithium Ion Battery Production for Military Applications Project Department of Defense Grant and Agreement Regulations (DoDGARS) based Technology Investment Agreement (TIA) is focused on high energy density lithium ion batteries that are critical for military applications in support of national defense capabilities. There are recent developments in lithium ion battery technologies that also demonstrate commercial viability of specific energy densities in excess of 250 Wh/kg with the commensurate improvements in power density, discharge rate, temperature range and safety. These improvements will convert the DoD system concepts in energy density constrained environments and will also have a positive impact on current and future military applications.

- QUESTION:   XXX requests a one-month extension to the current due date of 23 August 2011.
- ANSWER:    The due date for proposals is extended to 22 Sep 2011 at 12:00PM Eastern Standard Time.
- QUESTION:   With regards to the “proposed instrument arrangement” we assume that since this is a DODGARS TIA you have to submit an expenditure based proposal, is that correct?

- ANSWER:  Yes, that is correct.  In accordance with DODGARS §37.310, an expenditure-based proposal is required.

- QUESTION:   In the "Overview" section of the Announcement, there is a section restricting to domestic sources. Could you provide definitions of the phrases "substantially all" - relating to both manufacture and the procurement of raw materials and components - and "critical component or critical technology item"?  The context here is that while manufacturing operations can be performed in the US or Canada, it is hard to go very far down the supply chain without running into raw materials or components that are produced overseas. Common examples might be electrolyte salts or encapsulation materials. There are also situations where the best performing materials for a process or cell may comes from overseas even though domestic versions are available.

- ANSWER:  The intent of this DPA Title III project is to development a domestic source of high energy density batteries.  It is understood the solicitor may source some materials from non-domestic sources in order to create a viable business plan.  

- QUESTION:   Is it required that an applicant already have a demonstrated commercial system delivering 250 Wh/kg, or can the application of materials having this performance in lab tests to commercially manufacturable cells be a significant part of the work plan?

- ANSWER:  It is not a requirement that the contractor has demonstrated a commercial battery with energy density greater than 250 Wh/kg, however, the technology and manufacturing readiness levels are a factor in the technical evaluation as stated in the BAA.

- QUESTION:   We would like to request an extension to November 1 for our response.  
- ANSWER:  A 30 day extension from the original due date of August 22nd is all that is allowed at this point.
THE CUTOFF DATE FOR RECEIPT OF QUESTIONS IS 02 SEP 2011.


