
Amendment 5 
BAA-11-17-PKM
Lithium Ion Battery Production for Military Applications Project
This is an amendment to BAA 11-17-PKM, which is being issued in accordance with FAR 15.206(b).  This amendment answers questions received since issuance of BAA-11-17-PKM Amendment 4 on 26 Aug 2011 through 05 Sep 2011, the cut-off date for question submittal.

- QUESTION:   Is the Government expecting to receive comparable offers with

such a wide constellation of payload alternatives?

- ANSWER:  Based on the extensive market research the Government has conducted

on this program and with similar ongoing active efforts, we expect a wide

depth and breadth of capability from U.S. industry to meet the current and

future needs of the Department of Defense relative to the Title III lithium

ion battery production for military applications to include long endurance

UAVs, portable power for the dismount, long endurance autonomous systems,

tactical vehicles, unattended sensors, reconnaissance and surveillance

systems.   

- QUESTION:   Would the Government consider that by setting some design

constraints it might receive higher and more creative proposals?  Example

(dimensions, aerodynamics, shock, heat, recharge speed, state of health,

etc.)

- ANSWER:  The Government has established a multi-service and multi-department

technical and technology assessment team for this program that has a wide

variety of technical requirements for Government users on this program. As

is frequently done on BAAs and other Title III programs, we do not detail

specification requirements so as to allow industry to be as creative as

possible in meeting the requirements of the BAA. 

- QUESTION:   It appears to me that a potential offeror having a very viable

engineering capability with good product capability would not be selected

for this BAA if they did not possess adequate background of the operational

characteristics of long endurance UAVs, what a dismounted soldier uses in

combat, what are the various tactical vehicles, sensor, and military systems

currently being used.  As this is a GRANT, are you not looking for new

creative ideas or only ideas from those who know the old problems? 

- ANSWER:  The evaluation criteria is consistent with other Title III programs

and BAAs relative to credible and relevant background and experience. The

Government is seeking the offerors that possess the business, technical and

financial capability, demonstrated experience, willingness, and a credible

business plan to be a competitive, economically viable, responsive, merchant

supplier to the high energy density lithium ion battery industry.

- QUESTION:   The phase 2 award is stated as being:

ONE (1) award at approximately $21.9M Government share plus recipient cost

share for the Phase II Option.

That's a significant amount of cost sharing for a small company. We were

wondering if that Phase II award could be either lessened or broken into

smaller pieces to ease the cost sharing burden for the winning small

business.

- ANSWER:   Please see Amendment 1 to the BAA, specifically the answer to the final question.  Also see the attachment to Amendment 1, “Title III Cost Share Guidelines," which may be helpful. 

- QUESTION:   Will you please confirm and clarify which of the following elements will be included in the page count (list of illustrations/tables, executive summary, resumes)?

- ANSWER:   See BAA 11-15-PKM, Section V. Proposal and Submission Information, 3. Content and Form of Proposal Submission, D. Technical and Management Proposal, 1) Page Limitations, a) through i) specifically (f )

- QUESTION:   Is it possible to amend the BAA to consider the resumes as an appendix that do not count against the page limit of the technical proposal?  If not, please provide guidance regarding the number and length of resumes that is considered to be acceptable, or an example format of such a resume.

- ANSWER:   No, the BAA will not be amended for resume count.  The number and length of resumes should be determined by your company to be responsive to BAA requirements.

- QUESTION:   Is it preferred to submit the Technical proposal, business plan, and statement of work as a single document attachment to the SF424 with a single & combined cover page and table of contents or is it preferred to submit at separate attachments with each document having its own cover page and table of contents?

- ANSWER:   Since the table of contents and cover page will not be included in the page count, separate attachments with each document having its own cover page and table of contents would make the separate portions of the proposal more identifiable, however that decision should be made by your company.
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