
Amendment 1 
BAA-11-17-PKM
Lithium Ion Battery Production for Military Applications Project
This is an amendment to BAA 11-17-PKM, which is being issued in accordance with FAR 15.206(b).  This amendment changes the following in the BAA: 
Required modifications to the BAA:

1.  Under Full Text Announcement – 

Section V. Proposal and Submission Information, Paragraph 4,  Proposal Due Date and Time, should read:  22 August 2011 at 12:00 pm Eastern Standard Time.

Section VIII. Agency Contacts.  Telephone number for Agreements Negotiator is changed to 937-656-9003.
2.  The following clarification statement is appended to this BAA, Page 3, Brief Program Summary:
This BAA is intended to be used for secondary rechargeable batteries.

3.  This amendment also answers questions received since issuance of BAA-11-17-PKM on 08 July 2011.

-QUESTION:   In Section IV.3.B of the BAA it states, “Offerors are advised that each may submit one and only one proposal.”

May {a state University}, as an institution, submit only one proposal?

ANSWER:  Yes.  Only one proposal from a state University shall be accepted.
-QUESTION:   On the second page of the BAA the due date and time is 22 August 2011 at 12:00 pm EST, while section V.4 on page 23 shows the Proposal Due Date and Time as 23 August 2011 at 12:00pm EST.

ANSWER:    The due date is 22 August 2011 at 12:00 pm EST.

-QUESTION:   Although you have stated the Small Business size is 500 employees, I did not see that this is a small business set-aside.  Is this a small business set-aside?
ANSWER:  This solicitation is not a small-business set aside.  Any firm, as long as it is a domestic firm, may submit a proposal.

-QUESTION:  I am not sure if the company is required (or preferred) to be the manufacturer of the cells (specified at 250Wh/kg @ 250W/kg) or whether any integrator can submit a proposal to build batteries from COTS cells (which may or may not be domestically produced).

ANSWER:  The BAA is not restricted to manufacturers that are 100% vertically integrated.
-QUESTION:  The BAA Title III for Lithium ion batteries, Are the cylindrical or prismatic in design?

ANSWER:  The BAA does not restrict the battery design shape (e.g. prismatic, cylindrical, etc).  

-QUESTION:  I would appreciate you send me a detailed RFP for the" Defense Production Act Title III for Lithium Ion Battery Production for Military Applications Project"
ANSWER:   The solicitation is posted at the Fed Biz Ops website (https://www.fbo.gov/).  Enter keyword "BAA-11-17-PKM” or http://www.grants.gov/ to locate this BAA.
-QUESTION:  Can you confirm if this funding covers lithium fire mitigation research?  If not will they also be looking to develop an agent for these types of fires?

ANSWER:  The purpose of the BAA is to fund the increase in capacity of high energy density lithium ion batteries for military applications. The Statement of Objectives in Section I does not include research for lithium battery fire mitigation.   

-QUESTION:  There are two phases for this project, Phase I is 0.5 million (50%/50%) while Phase II option is 21 million.  Do we must propose the Phase II option?  

ANSWER:  Yes, as stated in Section VI.1. "Offerors must propose to the entire program including Phase I and Phase II Option (cost and technical)."
-QUESTION:  Do we need to get the pre-approval for a short white page proposal before we submit the full proposal?

ANSWER:  No, as stated in Section V.1. "There will be no other solicitation issued in regard to this requirement."

-QUESTION:  In the Brief Program Summary, it says the lithium ion CELLS of interest will have an energy density of > 250Wh/kg @ 250W/kg continuous.  In I 1 1.1 Scope it again says CELLS of > 250Wh/kg.  However, in section VI 3 iii Manufacturing Capability and Experience, it says “….high energy density lithium ion BATTERIES to varying customers specifications including [ ] > 250Wh/kg”.  Batteries at 250Wh/kg are substantially different from cells at 250Wh/kg,  In fact the ratio is usually 2:1 after all the packaging and cases are counted.

 Could you clarify if the requirement is 250Wh/kg at the cell level or 250Wh/kg at the battery level?

ANSWER:  The metric of 250 Wh/kg is for the packaged cell level.
-QUESTION: Why is this BAA offered when research shows there are battery manufacturers in the US and more are opening?  Is it because they are focused on car batteries?

ANSWER:  The purpose of the program is to increase the domestic capacity for next generation high energy density lithium ion batteries that are designed to provide power for U.S. military long endurance Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, portable power for the dismounted soldier, long endurance autonomous systems, and tactical vehicles.  

-QUESTION:  Will economic status be considered such as a small business or Hubzone?

ANSWER:  This solicitation is not a small-business set aside.  Any firm, as long as it is a domestic firm, may submit a proposal.  The complete evaluation criteria are stated in Section VI of the BAA.  
-QUESTION:  We can do the cost matching in Phase I while we will need to raise the substantial funding for Phase II cost share, which is possible if our proposal is selected for the Phase II option. Will this be allowed for the proposal?
ANSWER:  As stated in the BAA, it is anticipated that 5 awards for Phase I will be awarded, but only ONE Phase II Option will be awarded.  Also, as stated in the BAA, "Offerors must propose to the entire program including Phase I and Phase II Option (cost and technical)."  
The Title III office understands that in certain instances 50/50 cost share is not always feasible.  Attached are Guidelines (Attachment 1) that may be used for determining cost share.  If you plan on proposing a less than 50/50 cost share, please provide detailed rationale as to what the proposed cost share will be and why it is less than 50% of the proposed effort.  If this proposal is selected for further consideration, a cost share waiver, using the information provided in the proposal, will be prepared by the Title III Team for approval by our Director of Contracting.  Unfortunately, this determination can be made only after all proposals are received and evaluated. 
See Section III of the BAA for complete Award Information and Section VI  for complete Evaluation Criteria.  

ATTACHMENT 1: Title III Cost Share Guidelines


