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[bookmark: _Toc193270251]Section I – Funding Opportunity Description  
[bookmark: _Toc193270252]1.1 Program Overview

	1.1.1
	Federal Agency Name
	U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), Office of Women’s Business Ownership

	1.1.2
	Funding Opportunity Title
	SBA WBC Modernization Initiative NOFO - Georgia 

	1.1.3
	Announcement Type
	Initial

	1.1.4
	Funding Opportunity Number
	SB-OEDWB-26-003

	1.1.5
	CDFA Number
	59.043 

	1.1.6
	Closing Date for Submissions
	September 13, 2026, 11:59:59 PM Eastern Time

	1.1.7
	Authority
	Small Business Act 15 U.S.C. §§ 656, as amended; 13 CFR Part 131

	1.1.8
	Duration of Authority
	Permanent

	1.1.9
	Funding Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	1.1.10
	Funding
	Funding is for a 12-month period; Funding is from Fiscal Year (FY) 2026

	1.1.11
	Award Amount/Funding Range
	SBA expects to make one award using a funding formula based on population. 

	1.1.12
	Project Duration
	The length of the project is for up to a total of 60 months with a base project period of 12 months and up to four continuation periods of 12 months each, if eligible. The continuation of the award will be solely at SBA’s discretion and is subject to the continuing program authority, the availability of funds and satisfactory performance by the non-Federal entity.  Non-Federal entities are required to match awarded funds on a 1:2 ratio for the base project period and first option year of the grant and a 1:1 ratio for the subsequent three (3) years.

	1.1.13
	Project Starting Date
	9/30/26 

	1.1.14
	Proposal Evaluation
	Proposals will be reviewed for sufficiency in meeting the requirements of the Program as defined in 13 CFR Part 131. SBA may ask applicants for clarification of the technical and cost aspects of proposals.

	1.1.15
	Agency Programmatic Point of Contact
	Office of Women’s Business Ownership Email: owbo@sba.gov.





[bookmark: _Toc193270253]1.2 Introduction 
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), through the Office of Women's Business Ownership (OWBO), which is part of the Office of Entrepreneurial Development, is responsible for the general management and oversight of the WBC program. The WBC program provides a variety of training, counseling, and technical assistance services, to entrepreneurs and both nascent and established businesses.  

[bookmark: _Toc193270254]1.3 Background 
Since its inception in 1953, the SBA has served to aid, counsel, assist and protect the interests of small businesses. While the SBA is best known for its financial support of small businesses through its many lending programs, the agency also provides funding to organizations that deliver technical assistance in the form of counseling and training to small business concerns and nascent entrepreneurs in order to promote growth, expansion, innovation, increased productivity, and management improvement. 

[bookmark: _Toc193270255]1.4 Purpose 
The purpose of this Notice of Funding Opportunity is to invite proposals for funding to establish a Women’s Business Centers (WBCs) modernization and alignment initiative. This initiative will establish a Lead Center Model, supported by a network of Service Centers, to deliver coordinated, statewide or territory-wide business services. To support a more evenly distributed funding allocation by population, this competition is limited to applicants in the following states: Georgia. Selected awardee must reside in the state in which it will serve as a Lead Center. Selected awardee will be responsible for designing and executing an integrated service delivery approach that ensures comprehensive coverage and aligns resources with the needs of the local entrepreneurs. 
1.5 Intended Outcome
The intended outcome of the initiative is to:

· Ensure consistent, statewide or territorial coverage for entrepreneurial development. 
· Expand reach and impact to serve more clients including hard to reach rural areas.
· Improve performance consistency and strengthen service delivery across the network.
· Reduce administrative costs for the SBA and WBCs. 

[bookmark: _Toc193270256]1.6 Leveraging of Resources 
The applicant selected for an award under this NOFO is required to maximize support for small businesses by leveraging the SBA funding and working in conjunction with the SBA’s District Offices and other federal, state, local, private and community non-profit, faith-based organizations, and tribal government small business development programs and activities; the SBA resource partners (such as SCORE, Small Business Development Centers, and Veterans Business Outreach Centers (VBOCs); 7(j) Technical Assistance providers; Small Business Investment Companies (SBICs); Certified Development Companies (CDCs); SBA lenders; universities, colleges, and other institutions of higher education; and private organizations (such as chambers of commerce, trade and industry groups, associations, and regional and local trade schools).
[bookmark: _Toc193270257]1.7 SBA Involvement and Oversight
The WBC Program is managed by the Assistant Administrator (AA) of the Office of Women’s Business Ownership (OWBO).  The SBA will have substantial involvement in the administration, monitoring, and oversight of the Cooperative Agreement.  OWBO shall assign a Grants Management Specialist (GMS) to review the budget and all fiscal documentation for compliance with applicable Federal and program requirements.  The Grants Management Officer (GMO) issues the Notice of Award.  A Program Analyst (PA) located within OWBO serves as the Grants Officer’s Technical Representative (GOTR) responsible for overall monitoring and oversight of the Recipient’s WBC project, including compliance with the terms of the Cooperative Agreement and program service delivery and performance. 

[bookmark: bookmark=id.z337ya]The SBA District Office will designate a Project Officer (PO) to conduct delegated grant monitoring activities on behalf of OWBO. SBA will also conduct financial and programmatic examinations and onsite reviews for each WBC. WBCs will include metrics for each of the measures in response to this Notice of Funding Opportunity.

[bookmark: _Toc193270258]1.8 Changes or Cancellation
The SBA reserves the right to amend or cancel this NOFO, in whole or in part, at the Agency’s discretion. Should the SBA make material changes to this NOFO, the Agency will extend the closing date as necessary to afford applicants sufficient opportunity to address such changes.

[bookmark: _Toc193270259]1.9 SBA Priorities
Competitive proposals will outline how the project will increase the capacity of entrepreneurs to access capital, create new enterprises, increase business survivability, create jobs, access global markets, and do business with the federal government.
Additionally, SBA’s top priorities include supporting onshoring and manufacturing, supporting all aspects of industry in food supply chain, critical minerals, furthering the reach of services provided to rural small businesses, addressing the need for skilled labor and childcare shortages. 
[bookmark: _Toc193270260]Section II – Award Information
[bookmark: _Toc193270261]2.1 Estimated Funding
 SBA expects to make one award using a funding formula based on population.
Subject to the availability of funds and compliance with the terms and conditions of the Cooperative Agreement, SBA has the discretion to adjust the award to an amount consistent with the authorized funding level under the federal appropriations law.
Population-Based Formula
	States
	Population
	Funding Amount

	Georgia
	 10,711,908
	$766,218




[bookmark: _Toc193270262]2.2 Expected Number of Awards
The SBA expects to make one award under this NOFO. Selected non-federal entity is responsible for establishing a Lead Center and a network of partner Service Centers, which include existing WBCs in Georgia.

[bookmark: _Toc193270263]2.3 Period of Performance/Budget Periods
As defined by 15 USC 656: Women’s Business Center Program, awards will be made for up to a five (5)-year period of performance, consisting of a base period of twelve (12) months from the date of award and four (4) option periods of twelve (12) months each. The exercise of option periods will be solely at the SBA’s discretion and is subject to continuing program authority, the availability of funds, and the applicant’s continued satisfactory performance and compliance with all the terms and conditions of the award. Each base and option period will constitute a separate and distinct twelve (12)-month Budget and Performance Period.  

[bookmark: _Toc193270264]2.4 Project Start Dates
The start date is September 30, 2026, for entities responding to the Notice of Funding Opportunity No. SB-OEDWB-26-003 for Program Year 2027.  
[bookmark: _Toc193270265]2.4.1.	Continuation of Funds
The 2027 Budget does not request funding for the WBC program. If Congress appropriates funding for the program in future years, SBA may issue a funding opportunity to invite proposals for award continuation. However, a WBC may not receive continued funding if there has been a clear showing of poor performance, as measured by SBA.  Poor performance is indicated by unsatisfactory oversight reviews (programmatic and/or financial), a failure to comply with Executive Orders, improper or insufficient activity affecting the operation and integrity of the WBC and/or a failure to allow the rules and procedures set forth in the statute, regulation, and/or Funding Opportunity.

[bookmark: _Toc193270267]2.5 Funding Information
Funds provided under the initiative must be used solely for the purposes stipulated in this NOFO and the Notice of Award and may not be co-mingled with any other monies.  All costs proposed in an applicant’s budget must meet the tests of allowability, allocability, and reasonableness set forth in 2 CFR 200, Subpart E.  Applicants are required to maintain separate accounting over Federal funds to ensure funds are used for authorized purposes only.

No Federal funds provided through an Award under this NOFO, or matching contributions dedicated to such an Award may be used for the purpose of making a sub-grant. While subcontracting is permitted, successful applicants may not spend more than forty-nine percent (49%) of Award funds on subcontracts. Additionally, under no circumstances may successful applicants contract out the administration or day-to-day management of this project to any other party.

[bookmark: _Toc193270268]2.6 Funding Instrument
The funding instrument used will be a Cooperative Agreement and substantial involvement is expected between the awarding Agency and the applicant when carrying out the activity contemplated in the Agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc193270269]2.7 Matching Requirement
The applicant will comply with 13 CFR 131.430 and 2 CFR 200.306 
[bookmark: _Hlk151379112]Failure to Obtain Match
The SBA may withhold payment at any time if the required level of non-Federal match has not been obtained. Payment will be withheld unless the applicant has adequately certified that the required amount of non-Federal match equal to or greater than the Federal funds expended (of which at least half is in the form of cash) has been fully obtained and expended for project activities during each reporting period. 
Note: Initial Phase WBCs in the base period and first option year of its project must provide non-Federal match equal to or greater than 50% of the Federal funds expended, of which at least half is in the form of cash.
[bookmark: _Toc193270271]2.8 Non-Federal Matching Certification
The applicant must certify that the non-Federal matching share has been obtained and expended on the WBC Project and must maintain records of all cash, in-kind donations, and program income and how it was spent.
The OWBO Program Manager, OWBO Grants Management Specialist and the OED financial examiner will review programmatic and financial records when conducting desk reviews, on-site visits, program reviews and/or financial exams, or financial reviews.

[bookmark: _Toc193270272]Section III – Eligibility Information
[bookmark: _Toc193270273]3.1 General
An organization may submit only one (1) proposal in response to this NOFO. Any additional applications from the same organization will automatically be rejected without being evaluated.
[bookmark: _Toc193270274]3.2 Eligible Applicants
In order to be eligible for this NOFO, applicants must be a private non-profit organization certified under § 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and have experience providing technical and entrepreneurial development services to small business concerns. 
An organization that is operating or has operated an SBA-funded WBC within the past five (5) years, if selected, will be awarded as an Initial Phase Project. Likewise, an organization that previously operated an SBA-funded WBC that is no longer operating, if eligible to apply and if selected, will also be awarded as an Initial Phase Project since this application will be treated as an effort to establish Lead Center WBCs. 

To the extent that they satisfy all eligibility criteria the same as all other applicant organizations, Faith based Organizations are eligible to compete for Federal financial assistance (grants and/or cooperative agreements) used to support government programs. Generally, such organizations are not required to alter their religious character to participate in a government program, nor to cease engaging in explicitly religious activities outside the program, nor effectively to relinquish their Federal statutory protections for religious hiring decisions.

Applicants must document as part of the narrative proposal that they:
· Will provide services to entrepreneurs.
· Continue to be organized and incorporated in the United States and remain in good standing in the state or territory of incorporation. A copy of the certificate of good standing or applicable document must be attached to the applicant’s technical proposal.
· Are a private not-for-profit or non-profit corporation with an active 501(c) Federal tax-exempt status certification from the United States Department of Treasury/Internal Revenue Service. A copy of the 501(c) designation letter must be attached to the applicant’s technical proposal.
· Will provide technical assistance to small business concerns. 
· Have established organizational infrastructure with an internal financial management system that currently meets the requirements of 2 CFR 200.302.
[bookmark: _Toc193270275]3.3 Ineligible Applicants
The following organizations will automatically be considered ineligible, and their applications will be rejected without being evaluated:
· Has a federal delinquent debt subject to offset;
· Any organization that is currently suspended, debarred or otherwise prohibited from receiving awards of contracts or grants from the Federal government;
· Any organization with an outstanding and unresolved material deficiency reported under the requirements of the Single Audit Act within the past three years;
· Any organization that has had a WBC grant or cooperative agreement involuntarily terminated or not renewed within the past year;
· Any organization that has filed for bankruptcy within the past five (5) years;
· Any organization that proposes to serve as a pass-through and permit another organization to manage the day-to-day operations of the project; 
· Any organization that was convicted or had an officer or agent acting on its behalf convicted, of a felony criminal violation under any Federal law within the preceding twenty-four (24) months. 

[bookmark: _Toc193270276]Section IV - Application and Submission Information 
[bookmark: _Toc193270277]4.1 Application Instructions 
Applications must consist of the following elements: (i) Project Abstract; (ii) Technical Proposal; (iii) Budget Narrative; (iv) Certifications, Forms and Assurances; and (v) Attachments and Exhibits. 

[bookmark: _Toc193270278]4.1.1 Project Abstract – Executive Summary The applicant must submit an abstract of no more than two (2) pages that provides a concise but comprehensive snapshot of the organization, the proposed project, and the unique proposed impact of the project.  The Abstract is limited to two (2) double-spaced, single one-sided 8.5x11-inch pages with twelve (12)-point text and one (1)-inch margins. When submitting, this document must be uploaded as an attachment to the application package and specifically labeled “Project Abstract – Executive Summary.” 

The Project Abstract - Executive Summary must include: 

Host Organization Overview
· Name and type of organization (e.g., nonprofit, university, economic development organization, chamber of commerce, CDFI, etc.)
· UEI Number:
· Point of Contact: 
· POC Email Address: 
· POC Telephone Number:
· Website
· Host organization mission
· List of SBA Products (i.e., grants, loans, etc.)

Area(s) of Specialization
· Describe any unique expertise, focus areas, or specialized programming 

Community and Economic Impact
· Describe the organization’s role within the local entrepreneurial ecosystem, and the proposed WBC’s contribution to economic development in the service area

Why This WBC Matters
Provide a brief closing statement summarizing: 
· The proposed WBC’s unique value proposition
· It’s impact on entrepreneurs and small businesses in the geographical/target area(s)
· Why SBA’s investment is important
[bookmark: _Toc193270279]4.1.2 Technical Proposal 
The Technical Proposal must demonstrate the applicant’s capability to implement the grant project in accordance with the provisions of this announcement. The Technical Proposal provides a comprehensive framework and description of all aspects of the proposed project. It must be succinct, and well organized so that reviewers can understand the proposed project. 

The Technical Proposal pages must be numbered, and the narrative portion of the application shall be limited to ten(10) double spaced, 8.5 x 11-inch pages with Source Sans or Times New Roman twelve (12)-point text font and one (1)-inch margins. Attachments such as position descriptions, résumés, budgets, organization charts, and milestone charts are not counted toward the maximum ten(10) pages. 

SBA will not consider any materials beyond the specified page limit and the required attachments in the application review process

The following instructions provide all the information needed to complete the Technical Proposal. Carefully read and consider each section and include all required information. The agency will evaluate the Project Narrative using the evaluation criteria identified in Section V. 

Use the same section headers identified below for each section of the Technical Proposal. 

A. Project Description (50 Points). An SBA Women’s Business Center – Lead Center is required to provide statewide services in four (4) areas: (a) counseling; (b) training; (c) access to capital; and (d) jobs supported. These elements are designed to: (1) increase the capacity of small businesses to establish, sustain, and expand their business ventures; and (2) finance their businesses. 

Project Design (25 Points): Applicants must provide a clear, comprehensive, and actionable project plan describing the proposed statewide service delivery model for the Women’s Business Center (WBC) Program. The project design section should demonstrate the applicant’s capacity to effectively plan, implement, and manage a coordinated state-side WBC network. The project design should demonstrate how the applicant will maximize the use of grant funds in a manner that prioritizes delivery of services leading to greater outcomes.

Geographic Service Area and Ecosystem Analysis
· Provide an analysis of the proposed WBC service areas and of the statewide entrepreneurial ecosystem, including key industries, priority sectors, and existing support systems that contribute to the formation, growth, and financing of businesses. 
· Applicants should identify gaps, underserved markets, and opportunities for targeted service delivery.
Lead Center and Service Center Structure
· Applicants must demonstrate their ability to establish, manage, and coordinate a network of Service Centers to deliver comprehensive and integrated services across the assigned geographic area.
· Describe the proposed network structure, including the establishment of a Lead Center and associated Service Center(s). Note that if there are existing WBCs in the identified states and they are in good standing, they should be considered as part of the proposal as a Service Center.
· Lead Centers: Serve as the primary award recipients and are responsible for the overall program management, administration, and performance outcomes of the WBC network.
· Service Centers: Operate under the direction and oversight of the Lead Center.
Applicants must include a Service Center Network Plan that demonstrates their ability to identify, select, and manage Service Centers through a formalized section and contracting process.  At a minimum, the selection criteria should include:
Selection Criteria:
· Applicant’s demonstrated past performance
· Geographic coverage and accessibility
· Capacity to deliver required services
Service Area Coverage Plan
· Provide a detailed strategy for ensuring full geographic coverage across the state, including:
· Coordination between the Lead Center and Service Centers
· Identification of underserved or priority areas
· Targeted approaches to expand access in rural and/or high-need communities
Existing Women’s Business Centers in States for the initiative
Prospective Lead Centers and existing WBCs in Georgia below are highly encouraged to collaborate and integrate as part of the proposal submission. Note that if an existing WBC becomes a Lead Center, it will forfeit any other WBC award funding received for work during the period of performance of this funding opportunity. It will only receive the total amount identified on the Population-Based Formula chart in Section 2.1. 

	State
	City
	WBC Host Organization
	WBC Name

	Georgia
	Kennesaw
	Greater Wealth Works
	Greater Wealth Works

	Georgia
	Cleveland/Norcross
	Access to Capital for Entrepreneurs, Inc.
	ACE Women's Business Center - Metro Atlanta



Service Delivery Model (25 points)
Describe a coordinated, statewide service delivery approach that ensures consistency, quality, and accessibility of services across the network. The model must address:
Core services: 
· Business counseling, mentoring, and capacity assessments
· Training and technical assistance (e.g., contracting, exporting, financial readiness)
· Access to capital through coordination with SBA access to capital programs (e.g.,7(a), 504, microloan, surety bonds) and financial partners (e.g., lenders, CDCs, SBICs, venture capital, and state/local programs)
· Workforce related support, including partnerships that address skilled labor shortages
Service Standardization: 
· Describe how services will be aligned across Service Centers while allowing flexibility to meet local needs
Service Accessibility: In-Person and Virtual Delivery
· Describe the applicant’s plan to deliver in-person, virtual, and hybrid services to maximize access. 
· Use of digital tools for on-demand training and client engagement

Targeted Initiatives 
· Manufacturing and onshoring support
· Rural business development and access to markets and capital
· Childcare business support and sector-specific assistance
· Supporting all aspects of industry in food supply chain 
· Critical Minerals
· Addressing the need for skilled labor
Partnerships and Collaboration Strategy 
· Describe coordination with SBA District Offices and resource partners (e.g., SBDC, SCORE, VBOC)
· Demonstrate partnerships with federal, state, local, and private sector organizations to expand service delivery
· Include plans for joint outreach, events, and resource leveraging to maximize impact

B. Applicant Capability and Network Management (25 points)
Organization/Institution Profile and Background/Capability (20 points). The application capability should include the organization mission, programs, and experiences including providing management and technical assistance programs and economic development support to the small business community, entrepreneurial project experience and strategies for best practices.  
The applicant should provide proof of capability to implement and manage a project of the scope and breadth proposed. This should include a discussion of financial and management infrastructure and can include, but is not limited to, a list of previous or current projects or services relevant to the proposal, public records of accomplishments, public citations, and/or letters of referrals/recommendations as attachments to the proposal.  

In addition, the applicant should include: 
· Governance and coordination structure
· Experience managing multi-site or statewide programs
· Processes to monitor performance and ensure achievement of program goals in both lead and service center, if applicable

Project Organizational Structure and Biographies/Resumes for Major Participants (5 points). A chart showing the applicant’s organizational structure, including a functional statement noting the duties and/or responsibilities of all units that will comprise the organization during the period for which the proposal applies. Applicants also must provide a brief narrative outlining the reporting structure and/or governance of the Project. Also, the applicant should provide a one-Page bio or resume for each of the applicant’s key leader(s) showing relevant experience of the leader(s), for example: Administrator or Department Head to oversee the success of the proposed project. The biographies and attachments should be included with your proposal but will not count toward the 10-15-page limit. 

C. Data Collection and Program Evaluation (15 points).  
The Data collection and program evaluation section should reflect, and be consistent with, the Project Description and Budget sections. Applicants must present a clear, feasible plan to collect, analyze, and use data to measure program performance and outcomes. Lead centers are responsible for reporting and uploading the service centers key performance metrics (i.e., Unique Clients Served, New Business Starts, Capital Infusion, and Jobs Supported) into Nexus. The narrative should describe the applicant’s ability to interface with complex reporting systems. Describe a data collection plan, aimed at describing the measures, methods, techniques, and tools to be used to evaluate the project and its anticipated outcomes specifically the impact on small businesses. At minimum, include the following:

Data Metrics and Collection Methods
· Identify key performance metrics to include at a minimum, (1) Unique Clients Served, (2) Capital Infusion Transactions, (3) New Business Starts, and (4) Jobs Supported
· Identify proposed target metrics for (1) Unique Clients Served, (2) Capital Infusion Transactions, (3) New Business Starts, and (4) Jobs Supported for the state/territory within the first year of the project.
· Describe additional data to be collected (e.g., service utilization) 
· Explain methods, tools, and systems for data collection, tracking, and reporting. (Program reporting must be uploaded to Nexus) 

Performance Evaluation and Learning 
· Describe how outcomes will be evaluated against program goals
· Outline how lessons learned (both successes and challenges) will be documented and applied 

Service Model Effectiveness 
· Describe how your proposed service model will ensure effective program implementation
· Explain how you will assess the effectiveness of your service model over the period of performance, including how you will refine the model if opportunities or gaps are identified

Data-Driven Program Improvement 
· Describe how data will be used to inform decision-making and improve service delivery
· Detailed description of how the applicant will survey the program participants upon completion of their training to solicit feedback on the quality of the training provided and how the applicant plans to collect and track measurable outcomes associated with the data elements provided

D. Financial and Administrative Capacity (10 points). Narrative describing the lead center’s ability to control program resources and details of a sound financial management system. In addition, describe the Host’s planned match contribution for the program year and ability to obtain required match, letters of commitment of match for the future. Furthermore, this section of the proposal will use the Standard Forms and Annual Budget Summary to evaluate the cost-effectiveness and appropriateness of the funding requested. Applicants should ensure each budget item is described fully so that there are no ambiguity or questions regarding its relevance or reasonableness to the project and its objectives. Please reference Section 4.1.3 for additional instructions. 
1. Budget: The applicant must submit the SF-424 (application package) and initial breakout via the SF-424A. The applicant must indicate matching funds if provided in the appropriate areas of the SF-424 and SF424A. Costs must align.
2. Annual Budget Summary: The applicant must provide a detailed justification for all budget items in sufficient detail to enable the proposal reviewers to evaluate the appropriateness of the funding requested (e.g., staffing, infrastructure, work activities, materials and supplies, equipment, etc.). The budget justification must be broken-out and detailed using the same budget categories as the SF-424A. All costs must align. 

[bookmark: _Toc193270280]4.1.3 Budget Information 
Budget information for the twelve (12)-month period of performance must be provided through the submission of the following: 
· SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance; Included in GrantSolutions.gov;
· SF-424A, Budget Information – Non-Construction Programs; Included in GrantSolutions.gov;
· In Section B of SF-424A, line 6g titled “Construction” is not used.
· Budget Detail Worksheet (Attachments A-9 through A-12 to the SF-424A). 
· Use the following guidance for preparing the budget: 
· Personnel: List all staff positions by title (both proposed and current, if applicable). Give the annual salary of each position, the percentage of each position’s time devoted to the Project, the amount of each position’s salary funded by the grant, and the total personnel cost for the period of performance. Employees of the non-Federal entity should be budgeted as Federal or cash match, and not In-kind.
· Fringe Benefits: For salaried employees, provide a breakdown of the amounts and percentages that comprise fringe benefit costs such as health insurance, FICA, retirement, etc. 
· Travel: For local travel, provide the total anticipated mileage, and mileage rate.  For out of state/region travel, provide estimated cost and justification including a.) Purpose, b) Destination, c.) Mode of transportation and rate (i.e., airfare or mileage and rate), d.) Number of trips, and e.) Number and position of travelers. Federal grant funds are not authorized for foreign travel or to attend out of state/region conferences.
· Equipment: Identify each item of equipment you expect to purchase which has an estimated acquisition cost of $10,000.00 or more per unit (or if your capitalization level is less than $10,000.00, use your capitalization level) and a useful lifetime of more than one year (see 2 CFR 200.33 for the definition of “Equipment”). List the quantity and unit cost per item. Please note that items with a unit cost of less than $10,000 are classified as “Supplies,” not “Equipment.” Additionally, we do not generally permit the purchase of equipment during the last funded year of a grant.
· Supplies: All tangible personal property other than those described in the equipment definition. A computing device is a supply if the acquisition cost is below the lesser of the capitalization level established by the recipient or subrecipient for financial statement purposes or $10,000, regardless of the length of its useful life. See this section's definitions of computing devices and equipment.
· Contracts: For the purpose of Federal financial assistance, a legal instrument by which a recipient or subrecipient conducts procurement transactions under a federal award. For additional information on subrecipient and contractor determinations, see § 200.331(b).
· Construction: Construction costs are not allowed, so this line must be left as zero. 
· Other: List any item not covered elsewhere here (such as stipends or incentives). Provide clear and specific details, including costs, for each item so that we can determine whether the costs are necessary, reasonable, and allocable.
· Indirect Costs: Applicants may waive indirect costs and choose not to include indirect costs in their budget. Applicants may request reimbursement for indirect costs using their established Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA, if applicable) or the de minimis rate of 15% of Modified Total Direct Costs (MTDC) per 2 CFR § 200.414.  MTDC are calculated as defined in 2 CFR § 200.1 “Modified Total Direct Cost (MTDC)”. For more information on indirect costs for recipients, refer to 2 CFR §§ 200.413 and 200.414. 
· If applying using a NICRA, a copy of the NICRA is required to be provided.
· Organizations that do not have a current negotiated (including provisional) rate, may elect the De Minimis rate (2 CFR 200.414). The Uniform Guidance offers the option of electing to charge a de Minimis rate of 15 percent of modified total direct costs (MTDC) which may be used indefinitely. As detailed in 2 CFR 200.403, costs must be charged consistently as either indirect or direct costs but may not be double charged or inconsistently charged as both. If elected, this methodology must be used consistently for all Federal awards until such time as a non-Federal entity chooses to negotiate for a rate, which it may do at any time.

4.1.4 Certifications, Forms and Assurances
Under the provisions of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the Regulatory Secretariat Division the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), implemented a new process in the System for Award Management (SAM), for pre-award registration requirements for Applicants. These revisions will enable non-Federal entities to submit common federal government-wide certifications and representations for Federal financial assistance at the time of registration in SAM.

Non-federal entities are required to complete funding system assessment and submit a letter from the applicant’s Auditor, Certified Public Accountant, Treasurer, Comptroller, Chief Financial Officer, or similarly qualified individual certifying that your organization’s financial management system currently meets the requirements of 2 CFR 200.302. Applicants are responsible for ensuring they are compliant with all the certifications and assurances required to submit a federal grant application. Information on the requirements can be found at SAM.gov.

4.1.5 Attachments and Exhibits
Each applicant must attach copies of the following to its Proposal (as applicable):
· Résumés, position descriptions, contracts, consulting agreements, letters of support, pledges of additional funding or in-kind resources, leases, conflict of interest policy, and cost policy statement.  
· Copy of the applicant’s cost policy statement that includes the applicant’s general accounting policies, description of cost allocation methodology for salaries and wages, direct and indirect costs, grants and contracts, and expenditure allocations and guidelines the applicant follows.
· Last three years of Single Audit reports as required by 2 CFR § 200. 2 CFR Part 200 Subpart F Audit Requirements. The applicant can submit Single Audit Act reports. If the applicant is not required by law to comply with the Single Audit Act, audited financial statements will suffice. Audited financial statements must be submitted within ninety (90) days of receipt of the Notice of Award under this Funding Opportunity.
· Any other documentation the applicant believes supports its proposal. 

[bookmark: _Toc193270281]4.2 Submission Instructions 
SBA requires the use of the Grants.gov website for submission of competitive announcements. If your organization hasn't already done so, it must register with Grants.gov before it can apply for this funding opportunity.  Registration creates a profile of basic information about your organization including the staff members who are authorized to submit applications on its behalf. These steps take several days, so please don't wait until the last minute if you have a deadline approaching. If you have problems registering with Grants.gov, call the support desk at 1-866-577-0771. Complete instructions for registering with Grants.gov are located at www.Grants.gov. 
 Organizations must have a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) number, active System for Award Management (SAM) registration, and www.Grants.gov account to apply for grants. If individual applicants are eligible to apply for this funding opportunity, then you may begin with step 3, Create this identifier at www.Grants.gov Account, listed below.  
As of February 2, 2019, under the provisions of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the Regulatory Secretariat Division of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) implemented a new process in the System for Award Management (SAM), to the currently approved information collection requirement regarding the pre-award registration requirements for applicant. These revisions will enable non-Federal entities to submit common federal government-wide certifications and representations for Federal financial assistance at the time of registration in SAM. You must have an up-to-date SAM profile before your grant application can be reviewed for possible award.  
Creating a Grants.gov account can be completed online in minutes, but UEI and SAM registrations may take several weeks. Therefore, an organization's registration should be done in sufficient time to ensure it does not impact the entity's ability to meet required application submission deadlines. 
Complete organization instructions can be found on www.Grants.gov: 
[bookmark: _Hlk131096339]Obtain a UEI: All entities applying for funding, including renewal funding, must have a UEI. Applicants must enter the UEI in the data entry field labeled "Organizational UEI" on the SF-424 form. For more detailed instructions for obtaining a UEI, refer to:  https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
 Register with SAM: All organizations applying online through wwwGrants.gov must register and maintain registration with the System for Award Management (SAM). Failure to register with SAM will prevent your organization from applying through www.Grants.gov. SAM registration must be renewed annually. For more detailed instructions for registering with SAM, refer to: https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
 The next step is to register an account with www.Grants.gov. Follow the on-screen instructions or refer to the detailed instructions here: Home | GRANTS.GOV 
Add a Profile to www.Grants.gov Account: A profile in Www.Grants.gov corresponds to a single applicant organization the user represents (i.e., an applicant) or an individual applicant. If you work for or consult with multiple organizations and have a profile for each, you may log in to one Www.Grants.gov account to access all your grant applications. To add an organizational profile to your www.Grants.gov account, enter the UEI for the organization in the UEI field while adding a profile. For more detailed instructions about creating a profile on www.Grants.gov, refer to: Home | GRANTS.GOV
EBiz POC Authorized Profile Roles: After you register with www.Grants.gov and create an Organization. 
Applicant Profile, the organization applicant's request for www.Grants.gov roles and access are sent to the EBiz POC. The EBiz POC will then log in to www.Grants.gov and authorize the appropriate roles, which may include the Authorized Organization Representative (AOR) role, thereby giving you permission to complete and submit applications on behalf of the organization. You will be able to submit your application online any time after you have been assigned the AOR role. For more detailed instructions about creating a profile on www.Grants.gov, refer to: Home | GRANTS.GOV 
Track Role Status: To track your role request, refer to: Home | GRANTS.GOV 
b. Electronic Signature: When applications are submitted through www.Grants.gov, the name of the organization applicant with the AOR role that submitted the application is inserted into the signature line of the application, serving as the electronic signature. The EBiz POC must authorize people who are able to make legally binding commitments on behalf of the organization as a user with the AOR role; this step is often missed, and it is crucial for valid and timely submissions. 
3. How to Submit an Application to SBA via www.Grants.gov 
www.Grants.gov applicants must apply online using Workspace. Workspace is a shared, online environment where members of a grant team may simultaneously access and edit different web forms within an application. For each Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), you can create individual instances of a workspace. 
Below is an overview of applying on www.Grants.gov. For access to complete instructions on how to apply for opportunities, refer to:  Home | GRANTS.GOV
Create a Workspace: Creating a workspace allows you to complete it online and route it through your organization for review before submitting. 
Complete a Workspace: Add participants to the workspace to work on the application together, complete all the required forms online or by downloading PDF versions, and check for errors before submission. The Workspace progress bar will display the state of your application process as you apply. As you apply using Workspace, you may click the blue question mark icon near the upper-right corner of each page to access context-sensitive support. 
Adobe Reader: If you decide not to apply by filling out web forms you can download individual PDF forms in Workspace. The individual PDF forms can be downloaded and saved to your local device storage, network drive(s), or external drives, then accessed through Adobe Reader. 
NOTE: Visit the Adobe Software Compatibility page on www.Grants.gov to download the appropriate version of the software at:  Home | GRANTS.GOV 
 Mandatory Fields in Forms: In the forms, you will note fields marked with an asterisk and a different background color. These fields are mandatory fields that must be completed to successfully submit your application. 
Complete SF-424 Fields First: The forms are designed to fill in common required fields across other forms, such as the applicant’s name, address, and UEI. Once it is completed, the information will transfer to the other forms. 
Submit a Workspace: An application may be submitted through workspace by clicking the Sign and Submit button on the Manage Workspace page, under the Forms tab. www.Grants.gov recommends submitting your application package at least 24-48 hours prior to the close date to provide you with time to correct any potential technical issues that may disrupt the application submission. 
Track a Workspace Submission: After successfully submitting a workspace application, a www.Grants.gov Tracking Number Home | GRANTS.GOV is automatically assigned to the application. The number will be listed on the confirmation page that is generated after submission. Using the tracking number, access the Track My Application page under the applicants tab or the Details tab in the submitted workspace. 
For additional training resources, including video tutorials, refer to: Home | GRANTS.GOV
Applicant Support: Home | GRANTS.GOV provides applicants 24/7 support. For questions related to the specific grant opportunity, contact the number listed in the application package of the grant you are applying for. 
If you are experiencing difficulties with your submission, it is best to call the www.Grants.gov Support Center and get a ticket number. The Support Center ticket number will assist the SBA with tracking your issue and understanding background information on the issue. 
4. Timely Receipt Requirements and Proof of Timely Submission 
a.	Online Submission. All applications must be received by [11:59:59 p.m.] Eastern Day light Savings Time on September 13, 2026. Proof of timely submission is automatically recorded by www.Grants.gov. An electronic date/time stamp is generated within the system when the application is successfully received by www.Grants.gov. The applicant with the AOR role who submitted the application will receive an acknowledgement of receipt and a tracking number (GRANTXXXXXXXX) from www.Grants.gov with the successful transmission of their application. This applicant with the AOR role will also receive the official date/time stamp from Grants.gov tracking number in an email serving as proof of their timely submission. 
When SBA successfully retrieves the application from Grants.gov, and acknowledges the download of submissions, www.Grants.gov will provide an electronic acknowledgment of receipt of the application to the email address of the applicant with the AOR role who submitted the application. Again, proof of timely submission shall be the official date and time that Grants.gov receives your application. Applications received by www.Grants.gov after the established due date for the program will be considered late and will not be considered for funding by SBA. 
Applicants using slow internet, such as dial-up connections, should be aware that transmission can take some time before www.Grants.gov receives your application. Again, www.Grants.gov will provide either an error or a successfully received transmission in the form of an email sent to the applicant with the AOR role attempting to submit the application. The www.Grants.gov Support Center reports that some applicants end the transmission because they think that nothing is occurring during the transmission process. Please be patient and give the system time to process the application. 

[bookmark: _Toc131097667][bookmark: _Toc193270282]4.3 Required Proposal Submission Dates  
Each applicant is required to submit their proposal electronically via https://www.grants.gov/ by no later than 11:59:59 p.m. (Eastern Standard Time) on September 13, 2026. Because of the pre-conditions for submitting applications via Grants.gov and the potential for encountering technical difficulties, applicants are strongly encouraged to log on to Grants.gov and review the submission instructions early. 
DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE CLOSING DATE TO BEGIN THE SUBMISSION PROCESS. 
Applicants bear sole responsibility for ensuring their proposals are submitted and received before the closing date.  
The SBA will consider the date and time stamp generated by Grants.gov as the official submission time. Any proposal that is not received by Grants.gov before the closing date of this NOFO will be rejected without evaluation, unless the applicant can clearly demonstrate through documentation obtained from Grants.gov that they attempted to submit their proposal in a timely manner but were unable to do so solely due to Grants.gov system issues. Additionally, the SBA will not accept any changes, additions, revisions, or deletions to applications made after the closing date.  
 
Applicants should save proof of any electronic submission made at Grants.gov. If problems occur while using Grants.gov, the applicant is advised to print any error message received and contact the Grants.gov Support Center for immediate assistance. Applicants may obtain advice and assistance with the Grants.gov submission process by visiting http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/support.html or by calling 1-800-518-4726. 
[bookmark: _Toc193270283]Section V - Application Review Information 
[bookmark: _Toc193270284]5.1 General
SBA will be evaluating the efficiency and effectiveness of the proposed use of grant funds; SBA will show preference for proposals that maximize funds leading to greater outcomes. Pursuant to Executive Order 14332—Improving Oversight of Federal Grantmaking, dated August 7, 2025, all else being equal, SBA will provide preference to organizations with lower indirect costs.
Applications will first be screened to determine if the applicant meets stated mandatory eligibility requirements.  SBA will not evaluate applicants that do not document in their application that they meet the requirements for participation in the WBC Program.  Submissions will only be accepted via www.Grantsolutions.gov.
Applications will be rejected without being evaluated if they are submitted by ineligible organizations or are illegible or materially incomplete due to an applicant’s failure to include all required forms and/or provide the required level of detail. 
In addition, an applicant must disclose in its application if it currently holds any other financial assistance awards from SBA or has any other applications for SBA financial assistance awards still pending. If it does, the applicant must identify how it will avoid duplication of efforts, commingling of funds, and overlapping or double claiming of costs among those projects. Applicants must treat each SBA project as separate and discrete with individual outcomes and deliverables and provide distinct reporting, accounting, and audit trails for each application and award. 
Failure to sufficiently distinguish between multiple applications from the same organization, or between an application and one or more current SBA awards, may result in rejection of an application on the ground that it is duplicative of proposed or existing efforts.
[bookmark: _Toc193270285]5.2 Review and Selection Process 
Applications that are not rejected by Grants.gov or SBA’s screening process will be evaluated by teams of reviewers and scored based on how well they meet the criteria outlined above. These reviewers may be SBA employees or employees of other Federal agencies. The maximum score any application can receive is 100 points. Prior to evaluating applications received in response to this NOFO, SBA will establish a minimum acceptable score. Only those applications that meet or exceed that threshold will be eligible for funding. Therefore, applicants are encouraged to design proposals that address each of the scoring criteria listed above as thoroughly as possible. 

[bookmark: _Toc193270286]5.2 Evaluation Criteria 
The SBA has established procedures for assessing the technical merit of applications to provide for an objective review and to assist applicants in understanding the standards against which applications will be evaluated. The evaluation criteria are based on the information required in the application as described in Section IV of this NOFO. Reviewers will award points based on the evaluation criteria described below:

· Project Description- 50 points
· Applicant Capability- 25 points
· Data Collection and Program Evaluation- 20 points
· Applicant Budget- 5 points 
· Total- 100 points

Note as part of the Project Description, SBA will give consideration to those proposals that demonstrate the collaboration and integration between the Lead Center and existing WBCs. 

[bookmark: _Toc193270287]5.3 Applicant Risk Assessment 
From the applications which (1.) Meet the minimum score requirement, and (2.) Represent the best scoring applications, the SBA will conduct a risk evaluation of the applicants. The risk evaluation will be conducted in accordance with the requirements imposed by 2 C.F.R. § 200.205. At its discretion, SBA may decline to issue an Award to any potential applicant if the Agency determines the applicant poses too great a risk. Criteria to be evaluated include the following: 

· Financial stability (High risk is measured as a score of 171 or greater), and
· Quality of management systems and ability to meet the management standards prescribed in the Uniform Grant Guidance. 

The scoring for the risk assessment is as follows: Low = 0-85; Moderate = 86-170; and High = >170.

History of performance. The applicant’s record in managing grant awards, cooperative agreements, or procurement awards, if it is a prior applicant of such federal awards, including timeliness of compliance with applicable reporting requirements and, if applicable, the extent to which any previously awarded amounts will be expended prior to future awards.
[bookmark: _Toc193270288]5.4 Award Notification
Applicant selected for awards will be sent written notification. If your organization is selected for an award, you will be given instructions on how to register with GrantSolutions to access and sign your award. Applicants not selected for awards will be notified; however, such notifications will be made as a second priority to issuing Notices of Award. There will be no debriefing process for unsuccessful applicants.
[bookmark: _Toc193270289]Section VI - Award Administration Information 
[bookmark: _Toc193270290]6.1 Award Notification 
All applicants will receive written notification of their application status. There will be no debriefing process for unsuccessful applicants. 
[bookmark: _Toc193270291]6.2 Administrative and National Policy Requirements 
The selected applicant/ Non-Federal Entities (NFEs) will be required to comply with the requirements set forth in the Small Business Act, §§2(h) and 29 (15 U.S.C. §§ 631(h) and 656), as amended; 2 CFR Chapter I, Chapter II, Part 200, et al., 13 C.F.R. Part 131; and the terms and conditions set forth in their NOA, Terms and Conditions including the laws, regulations and executive orders. In addition, the SBA, from time to time, may advise non-Federal entities of awards made under this NOFO of new legal requirements and/or policy initiatives with which they must agree to comply. Failure to comply may result in termination, suspension or nonrenewal of a cooperative agreement with the NFE. 

To strengthen compliance and eliminate fraud, waste, and abuse, NFEs are required to submit a letter to certify compliance with the following requirements and understanding.  
· 2 CFR 200 —Uniform Administrative Requirement, Cost Principle, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards
· 15 USC § 656 (Small Business Act, Women’s Business Center Program)
· 13 CFR Part 131 (Women’s Business Center Program)
· Terms and Conditions including the laws, regulations and executive orders named therein including:
· Executive Order issued on January 20, 2025, Ending Radical and Wasteful Government DEI Programs and Preferencing; 
· Executive Order issued on January 20, 2025, Initial Rescissions of Harmful Executive Orders and Actions;  
· Executive Order issued on January 20, 2025, Defending Women From Gender Ideology Extremism and Restoring Biological Truth to the Federal Government; 
· Executive Order issued on January 21, 2025, Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-based Opportunity; and, 
· Executive Order issued on February 19, 2025, Compliance with Ending Taxpayer Subsidization of Open Borders. 

The SBA may terminate, elect not to renew, or suspend a cooperative agreement with a NFE for willful or material failure to comply with the terms of the cooperative agreement, including relevant OMB Circulars per 13 CFR § 131.630.

[bookmark: _Toc193270292]6.3 Reporting 
6.3.1 Required Data Collection 
Non-federal-entity (NFE) is required to report program data through SBA’s data management system, which will serve as a centralized data collection system.  While NFE may use SBA’s platform as their primary data platform, they may also choose to maintain existing or complementary systems should they individually require more extensive data collection needs than that of the SBA.
NFE must be fully capable of either manually entering data or uploading batch files to SBA’s data management system.  NFE is required to upload all data they have collected via the SBA management system tools (Form 641 and Form 888) except as precluded by statue.
Partner Location Information Maintenance: SBA requires NFE to maintain their center information in SBA’s Partner Location Information, which interfaces with the SBA data management system.  The NFE center director or designate is responsible for updating the Partner Location Information.

6.3.2 Required SBA Reports
The non-federal entity must provide the required reports to SBA by the established deadlines.  Non-federal entity that repeatedly fails to submit accurate, complete and timely reports may be subject to additional corrective action measures including additional training, more frequent reporting, (i.e. monthly); placement on a Performance Improvement Plan (PIP), the inability to receive advance funds or payments, or be terminated, suspended or nonrenewal.  Required reporting documents and submission requirements are detailed in the Notice of Award Terms and Conditions. Failure to report in a timely manner will also be weighed against future applications for grant funding and the exercising of any option periods. 

6.3.3 Reporting Categories
Non-federal entity must reports on measurable activities and outcomes achieved during the reporting period. Reporting should clearly demonstrate progress toward program goals, including new business starts, unique clients served, capital infusion, and jobs supported. 
Performance Report: 
Core Program Activities and Outcomes
· Summarize training, counseling, and technical assistance delivered
· Report outcomes and impacts achieved (e.g., unique clients served, new business starts, capital access, jobs supported)
· Identify whether performance targets are on track and achievable for year-end goals
· Provide justification for exceeding or not meeting targets, including corrective actions or strategies moving forward
Targeted Initiatives (as applicable)
Report activities, outputs, and outcomes for applicable initiatives including: 
· Manufacturing and Onshoring: Support for domestic production, supply chain resilience, and manufacturing businesses
· Rural Business Development: Services to rural businesses, including access to capital, markets, and federal programs.
· Skilled Workforce Development: Partnerships addressing labor shortages (e.g., apprenticeships, training programs, etc.)
· Childcare Business Support: Assistance to childcare providers, including business growth and capacity expansion
· Other priority areas: (e.g., food supply chain, critical minerals, or other SBA priorities as applicable)

Lead Center and Service Center Structure
· Provide the number of service centers under your lead center, and if there is an intent to increase service centers. 
· Provide a summary of the coordinated effort between the lead and service center to deliver comprehensive and integrated services across the assigned geographic area this quarter. 
· Provide a summary of the services provided in the designated geographic areas between lead and service centers
Resource Development and Partnerships
· Describe efforts to leverage partnerships and external resources to enhance program delivery
· Report and increases in match funding or new resources secured
· Summarize collaboration with SBA District Offices, resource partners, workforce or training organizations, and federal, state, and local, and private sector organizations to expand service delivery

Best Practices and Success Stories
· Highlight innovative approaches, tools, or strategies implemented
· Provide at least one example of client impact including: 
· Services provided
· Impact achieved (e.g., revenue growth, capital secured, new business started, jobs created) 

6.3.4 Data Metrics Upload

NFE is required to track client counseling from form SF 641 and training form SF 888, and upload the performance metrics into the Performance Management System of record (i.e., Nexus) quarterly.   

Lead center is responsible for reporting and uploading the service centers key performance metrics (i.e., Unique Clients Served, New Business Starts, Capital Infusion, and Jobs Supported) into Nexus data management system. 

6.3.5 Financial Reports 
NFE will be required to submit financial reports quarterly during the base project period, and semi-annually in year two through five, within 30 days of the conclusion of each reporting period. Financial reports will be submitted to the SBA using the SF-425, Federal Financial Report (FFR) and supporting documents identified by the OWBO.


6.3.6 Performance Reports 
The NFE will be required to submit semi-annual narrative performance reports to the SBA using the format identified by OWBO within 30 days after the completion of each six-month period.  

6.3.7 Report Submission 
NFE will be required to submit reports as instructed by the NOA.

[bookmark: _Toc193270293]6.4 Recordkeeping Requirements 
6.4.1 Activity Records 
NFE will be required to maintain complete and accurate records and supporting documentation. Client counseling, training, and other activities must be fully documented on the SBA Form 641 and the SBA Form 888. In addition to the performance and program reports already mentioned in the Reporting section, the NFE must maintain the following records: 

1. Counseling Activity Reports 
The NFE will be required to document all counseling and training activities on the SBA Form 641 Counseling Information Form (or an equivalent form). Signed copies of these forms must be retained by the NFE either electronically or in hard copy and be made available for the SBA’s review upon request. For training activities, the 641 data element, denoting a training, must be used.

2. Training Activity Reports 
The NFE will be required to utilize the SBA Form 888 Management Training Report (or an equivalent form) to report small business management training activities (see Definitions section for more details regarding what qualifies as training). The NFE may use a computerized version of this form. Electronic or hard copies of these forms must be retained by the NFE and be made available for the SBA’s review upon request. 

3. WBC Client Evaluation Forms 
Evaluations of WBC services or client satisfaction surveys must be collected from clients who receive continuous counseling or attend a WBC training event. Copies of these evaluations must be retained by the NFE and be made available for the SBA’s review upon request. 

6.4.2 Protection of Client Contact Information 
A WBC may not disclose the name, address, or telephone number of any individual or small business concern to which it aids without the written consent of that individual or concern, except as authorized by the SBA.

[bookmark: _Toc193270294]Section VII - Agency Contacts 
[bookmark: _Toc193270295]7.1 Office of Women’s Business Ownership Point of Contact 
Questions concerning general information contained in this NOFO should be directed to OWBO at OWBO@sba.gov. 

[bookmark: _Toc193270296]7.2 Financial/Grants Management Point of Contact 
Questions regarding budgetary matters related to this NOFO should be directed to OWBO at
 OWBO@sba.gov. 

[bookmark: _Toc193270297]7.3 Grants.gov Technical Support 
For technical assistance with filing an electronic application in response to this NOFO, contact the Grants.gov Service Center at 1-866-577-0771 or Support@Grants.gov.

[bookmark: _Toc48067045][bookmark: _Toc72159306][bookmark: _Toc193270298]Section VIII - Other Information
[bookmark: _Toc48067046][bookmark: _Toc72159307][bookmark: _Toc193270299]8.1 Definitions  
The following definitions apply to awards made under this Funding Opportunity (See 13 CFR part 131 et seq. for additional definitions relating to the Women’s Business Center Program).
8.1.1 Applicant - An eligible organization that applies for funding under this Funding Opportunity.
8.1.2 Budget Period - The 12-month period during which expenditure obligations will be incurred by the Non-Federal Entity of an Award under this Funding Opportunity.  For the purposes of this Funding Opportunity, the Budget Period will be from September 30th to September 29th of the subsequent year.
8.1.3 Cooperative Agreement - A legal instrument signed by both SBA and a Non-Federal Entity that memorializes the award of funding under a Cooperative Agreement and contains the specific Terms and Conditions that apply to the Award.
8.1.4 Cost Policy Statement - A document describing all accounting policies of an applicant organization and narrating in detail its proposed cost allocation plan.  This plan must stipulate the procedures used to identify, measure, and allocate all costs to each benefiting activity.  Cost Accounting Standards Board Disclosure Statement [CASB DS-2] may be submitted for this purpose.
8.1.5 Counseling - Services provided one-on-one to an individual and/or business that are delivered in person (face-to-face), on the telephone, or electronically and which:
a. Are substantive in nature and concern the formation, management, financing, and/or operation of a small business enterprise; AND 
b. Are specific to the needs of the business or individual; AND
c. Require a signed SBA Form 641 or equivalent form that supports SBA’s management information data.
8.1.6 Grant - A legal instrument signed by both SBA and a Non-Federal Entity that memorializes the award of funding under a Grant Agreement and contains the specific Terms and Conditions that apply to the Award.
8.1.7 Notice of Award - The official document, signed (or the electronic equivalent of signature) by a Grants Management Officer that:
a. Notifies the applicant of the award of a grant;
b. Contains or references all the Terms and Conditions of the grant and Federal funding limits and obligations; and
c. Provides the documentary basis for recording the obligation of Federal funds in the SBA accounting system.
8.1.8 Program Innovation- An effective enhancement or promising strategy
8.1.9 Project Period - The total period of performance for an award made under this Funding Opportunity.
8.1.10 Qualifying Event - A recent business or government downsizing or closure that has had a negative economic impact, measurable by the loss of jobs and/or increased small business instability, in the proposed area of service.  The specific Qualifying Event must have occurred not more than 5 years prior to the issue date of this Funding Opportunity. 
8.1.11 	Non-Federal Entity - An Organization that has had its application accepted and has been awarded funding under this Funding Opportunity.
8.1.12 	Faith Based Organization- An entity that is organized for religious purposes and engages in activity consistent with, and in furtherance of, such purposes.
8.1.13 WBC (Women Business Center) - The entity established by the WBC Recipient Organization that has a current Grant or Cooperative Agreement with SBA to administer and operates the WBC Network.
8.1.14 Small Business - A business entity:
a.	That is independently owned and operated, is not dominant in its field of operation, is organized for profit with a place of business located in the United States, and operates primarily within the United States; and 
b.	That does not exceed the applicable size standard for its industry as established under C.F.R. § 121. In general, the most common size standards are: 
· 500 employees for most manufacturing and mining industries; 
· $39.5 million in average annual receipts for most general and   heavy construction industries; 
· $16.5 million in average annual receipts for all specialty trade contractors; 
· $8 million in average annual receipts for most retail and service industries; and 
· $1.0 million in average annual receipts for most agricultural industries. 
8.1.15 Technical Assistance - Counseling or training services provided to an individual and/or business in accordance with the terms of this Funding Opportunity and a Non-Federal Entity’s Notice of Award.
8.1.16 Training - An WBC training workshop or seminar is defined as an activity or event in which a counselor from the WBC, another resource partner, District Office, and/or a third party actively delivers a structured program of knowledge, information, or experience on a business-related subject. The training must include two or more clients in attendance.
[bookmark: _Toc72159308][bookmark: _Toc193270300]8.2 Advance Understandings  
If any portion of this Funding Opportunity conflicts with Section 21 of the Small Business Act, Part 130 of the SBA’s regulations (13 C.F.R.), relevant OMB circulars or SBA’s policy notices, all of the above will control and take precedence.  The Terms and Conditions of SBA’s current, standard Funding Opportunity are incorporated by reference herein.
[bookmark: _Toc48067047][bookmark: _Toc72159309][bookmark: _Toc193270301]8.3 Shared Information  
The SBA will have an unlimited license and all rights to use data (excluding private client data), including those prepared or stored electronically, which are generated either partially or fully under this Grant Agreement, including materials that are copyrighted.
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