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USAID/Afghanistan/Office of Education
Request for Information (RFI) Response Template

The total length of the RFI submission cannot exceed ten pages and must be submitted using 12 point Arial font, 8.5 x 11-inch paper (letter-sized), single-spaced, with one-inch margins, no graphics, with each page numbered consecutively. If the submitter has produced relevant reports, those reports may be included, but only as embedded links. 


Name:     
Title:     
Organization:     
Email: 

USAID/Afghanistan is interested in responses to the following specific questions. Respondents are encouraged to review the questions and include responses to the most relevant questions in their submissions. Respondents do not need to respond to all the questions listed below:

1. Based on your experience in developing higher education institutional partnerships for human and institutional capacity building: 
a. What have been the most important factors or best practices that facilitated the initiation of these partnerships?
b. What challenges or barriers did you face in your higher education partnerships or other programming involving HEIs? Please describe how these challenges or barriers affected your partnership/programming and how you addressed these challenges/barriers.

2. How have you engaged non-HEI organizational partners (i.e., industry, NGO, private sector, or government ministry) to enhance partnerships between U.S. and developing country HEIs, and accelerate HEI and HE system capacity building?  
a. What did these partnership structures look like? How were these discussion initiated? 
b. At what stage of partnerships formation were these non-HEI entities engaged? 

3. What characteristics/best practices have enabled your past HEI partnerships to strengthen higher education systems or have broader impacts at scale, including at the local, sub-national, and/or national levels? 

4. What characteristics of an HEI partnership are necessary to develop the sustainability of local institutions and systems that are less reliant on external/non-Afghan-funded support? 

5. USAID/Afghanistan is considering pursuing a co-creation design process with selected applicants. Co-creation is defined as a collaborative process that brings together people in a workshop session to create solutions to specific development challenges. When using co-creation, USAID teams work alongside partners, stakeholders, potential implementers, and end users to collaboratively define the problem, identify new and existing solutions, build consensus around areas for action, and/ or refine plans to move forward with programs and projects. As its name implies, co-creation relies on collaboration with a diverse set of actors, allowing for a more equitable distribution of both the responsibility and ownership of outputs across all partners. Please explain your experience (if any) and interest in co-creation.

6. How can USAID use innovation in cross-cutting principles, such as gender and youth, to create more effective HE programming?

7. In addition to the specific questions, requested above, please outline below any general program recommendations, relevant context, existing capacities, or other information pertinent to the design of future USAID/Afghanistan HE programming relevant to its objectives and programming areas as noted in the RFI that you would like to share here.
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